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The Publiſher to. the Reapzs, 


Doubt not bat the following Diſcourſes carry ſo 
] much evidence of Truth and Holineſs, as will ſuf<« 
ficiently commend them to the Hearts and Conſciqnces 
of the. upright ,as proceeding from one;who believed, and 
therefore ſpake; delivered what he received, as a Scribe 
inſirutted unto the Kingdom of Heaven,the Fear of the 
Lord being evidently hus treaſure wherem he walked all 
the day long, and by which ke was enabled to bear thoſe 
hard things, which a conſtant Spirit, in keeping the 
Commanaments of God and Faith of Feſms, holding faſt 


the Word and Works of God, drew apon him. bringing 
him into fellowſhip with tryals and [afferings, upon rhe 
. Wajes, Truths, Intereſt, and People of the Lord in 
this Generations 

It may highly concern the living, to lay to heart the 
removal of Prophets and holy Ones,true monrners,that 
ſought to ſtand in the Gap, to turn away wrath, that it 
might not come to the utmo#t. 

[ am ſure it hath a ſud aſpett, when even a Profeſſing 
(but too much complying ) People, ſtand as on the other 
fide, or at a diſtaxce from theſe who earneſtly contend 
for the Faith, holding faſt what they bave recerved,and 
are far from right laying to beart, That through the 
hatred of the world, righteous men periſh, and mcr« 
citul men are taken away. | 

1 doubt not, but there remains a remnant, whoſe 
minds by ſuch providences are deeply impreſſed, well- 
nigh to over-whelming farther than help ts given. and 
the hand ſiretched forth, to lead to the Rock that # 
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| The Publiſher to the Reader. 
bigher than we when in all parts and corners the btauty 
and glory ts cutting off as a fading flower;and him hard. 
Z 1t to ſpeak and do as becometh,under ſuch aſtomſhing 
ſiroaks, and with him, Ezek.24.18. to hold on, doing 
as the Lord Commands, ] am perſwaded that ſigh often 
goes ip, Ezek.11.13. with \mos 7.5. O Lord: ceaſe 
1 beſeech thee, by whom thall Faceb ariſe, for he 1s 
Imall. The reviving and deſired iſſues of that work fal- 
ling under great diſtruſts, even with thoſe that are the 
Friends thereof, when (if Imay allude toit, Luke 24. 
19,&c) thoſe, who are as Prophets,mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the People, Inſtruments poliſhed 
to carry ut on to anexpetted end, are cut off and laying 
aſide daily, ſo hard ts it for us to underſtand that thus 
1t ought to be, that ſo the excellency of the power, may 
te acknowledged to be of God and not of men, that 
all may ſee his Work 1s perfet, his Word 1s 
tryed, with whom 1 us reſtraint, for he ſendeth 
by whem he will, the reſidue of the Spirit being 
with him, who will in due time raiſe up and fur- 
»ifh Inſtruments for every ſervice; ard if at this 
ti9e men think that by cutting off, aud wearing out 
Saints and faithful Ones, their neſt ts ſet 01 high, they 
ſhall be delrvered from the power of evil, none remaining 
to cry out of therr violence and ſpoyl, to detett the un- 
righteouſneſs of their wayes and doings, the very ſtone 
ſhall cry out of the Wall, and the beam out of the 
Timber ſhall witneſs againſt them. 

1 humbly pray,and wiſh that the caſt-ont, ſcattered, 
peeled people, in whoſe heart 3s the Fear of the Lord, 


#1der all amnjing diſpenſations, may yet increaſe in the 


Fauh that ſiands. in the Power of God, and ts of the 
operation of his Spirit, it the exerciſe thereof, which 
35dgeth not after appearazces, they may underſiand all 

” theſe 
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The Publiſher to the Reader; | 
theſe deaths, paſſing over perſons and things, but nerd 
ful and preparatory for the Glory that us to follow, 
when their filth and defilements by the Spirit of Fudg- 
ment, and by the Spirit of Burmng ſhall be put away z 
the ſlow progreſs of which work , with the diſcovery 
made of ſo great a defeftion from profeſſed Light and 
Principles, ought greatly to be laid to heart, how many 
by reaſon thereof, turn from the Truth,and are confirm- 
ed in. Athieſm, even by the deceuful working of thoſe, 
who in the failure of outward advantages, and expoſal 
ro neceſſities, bonds, and death, ſet themſelves at ſuch a 
diſtance from the works of God, our eyes have ſeen (the 
begining of fulfilling Propheſies, T hreatnings,and Pro= 
mſes tothe aft dayes) as if ether there was no Holi- 
neſSor Righteouſneſs in them, or that they were unac- 
quainted with the inward Life and Spirit of them, (a 
deeply hath corruption > the ſpirit of the world mingled 
it ſelf, with thoſe, who not long ſince gn greateſt ſeeming 
Light and Zeal, profeſſed, to ſeth after a better ſtate 
of things, Even looking lor, and haſtning to che new 
Heavens, and new Earth, wherein dwells Righteouſ- 
nels 3 but che Works of God being forgotten, uo wonder 
hu Word t ſo lutle believed,or hu counſel waited for, 

It was @ worthy Expoſtulation,but a few years ſince, 

( before ſome then in the exerciſe of Authority ) of one, 
who 1 fear hath out-lived the force of it, which though 

large, hoping it maybe of uſe, I take leave hereto 

tranſcribe; © If you will be able toſteer your Courle 
© a-right, zf you world take one ftreight itep, have zn @ 
© readineſs an acquaintance with the work of God, what 

* it 15 that he aims at, by which yow may be gruided 128 
© all your undertakings, Suppoſe now a man or men 

* /Fould come and atk of you, What God hath done 1 

* cheſe Nations ? What bg hath wrought and eſſcited ? 

- BP © What 


The Publiſher ts the Reader; 


- What 1s brought forth z Have you an anſwer in 1042 


* dineſs ? Certainly God hath done ſo much, as that he 
* expetts you ſhould be able to give an account of it 3 
; take heed that every one of you be not ready _ 
. the diſquretments of your own Spirits, and ſo caſt con- 
, tempt on the Work of God; ſomething elſe 1s required 
of you, I bave ſometimes in darkeſt end under temp- 
; tations my ſelf, begun to think, that what hath been, 
; # the thing that 15, and there us 10 new thing under 
the Sun, as it hath been among the Heathen of old, ſ6 
it hath been amongit us ; or as it was with Ilrael, 
© x King.16.21,22, Then were the people of Iſrael 
© divided into two parts, half of the people followed 
© Tibm, the ſon of Gizath, to make him King 3 and 
© half followed Omr: : but the people that followed 
© Omrs, prevailed againſt the people that followed 
© Tibni, the fon of Gizath 5 ſo Tibxi died, and Omrs 
© reigned. That a common thing and frequent in the 
© World, bad befaln us, whereta God had no hand, bat 
© that of common Providencein daſhing one ſort of men 
© againſt another ; ſo foolith have I been,* and as a 
© Beaſt, fo ready to condemn the Generation of the 
© Righteous 3 ſo unbelieving, and ready to caſt away 
© the Faith and Prayer of ten thouſand Saints, one of 
© whoſe (ighs ſhall not be loſt ; but ſuch fearful effects 
F ſometimes, trouble, diſquietment, diſappointment ,and 
© carnal fear will produce, But certain it t6,one of the 
£ many cryes of the people of God ſhall be loft, nor their 
f Faith diſappointed ; God bath a peculiar deſign in 
© hand,and we are to find it out, that we may be able to 
f anſwer ther that make enquiries, If you lay not this 
£ four:dation of your procedures, 1 ſhall not wonder, if 
© you er? 1:2 Youtr wayes ; it 2s your Pole-Star, and will 
f be ſo,by which yorr whole courſe us to by art ; your 
: s Shiela, 
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The'Publicher to the Readepi 
e Shield, which whilſt «t ts. ſafe, though. yore dit, 5 
- your Glory abides. And the ſame Amber Farther Fa 
cnſſing what this Work $id Deſogn of the. Lord wargre« 
ſults #t mainly inthis, © That Godlinels and the lova 
< of the Lord Jclus be preſerved, protected, and ſecus 
© red from a return of the hand of violence upon it, | 
What then may we now expelt , but after a little 
further finttuating upon the deep, to ſuffer ſhipwrack 
upon ſome Shelves or Rocks, ſeeing we bave ceaſed our 
fteerage by this Pole-Star ? what may we expett, but 
ſlaughter and extirpation, ſince that Mighty Shield e 
vilely cait away, as though it had not been anointed 
with Oyl? conſidering alſo,that if the hand of violence 
be returncd, its confederated with,under the ſacred ties 
of Oaths ex Covenants,even whilst it manifeſtly oppoſes 
Godlineſs,and bends the edge of all its power againſt ſuch 
as love the Lord Feſus in ſincerity ; I ans ſure ut calls 
for deep lamentation, that a People, who had the Name 
of the Lord upon them, are left to that wonderful aud 
horrible thing; ( Jer. 5. laſt.) Prophets propheſying 
talſely, and Princes bearing rule by their mcans, and 
both Prophets and People ( through a little preſent 
flethly calc and proſperity, waxing fat and ſhining) 
love to have it ſo; the holy Spirit,then aſſures;the end 
will be bitter, and that enquiry, What will ze doty the 
end thereof ? though ſlightly paſſed over now.will have 
its reſolve, by their cry to the Mountains and Rocks, to 
fall on, aud hide them from the face of him that ſitteth 
on the T hrone, when un the faileny of juſtice on Earth, 
he will cauſe judgement to be heard from Heaven, 
When he ariſeth, as certainly he will, to judge the 
Cauſe of the Fatherlds and Needy, and to fave all the 
mcek of the Earth. ; 
But I may not further thu proceed, left I exceed 
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The Publiſher to the Reader: 
bounds, nor #5 it needful that more be ſaid of the Au- 
thor, only I am perſwaded it greatly furthered him in 
the ſearch after, knowledge of divine myferies that 
be never was entangled, and diſadvantaged by Acade- 
wical Education, which bath been OP FT 
furmſhing perſons (as worthy Ay, Rutherford on anc- 
ther occaſion in his Letters expreſſes it \with 11] waſhen 
and foul diſtinctions to ſhift Chriſt, this age hath 
over-plentiful teftimony thereof ; this Servant of the 
Lord, as by the account left of himſelf, inthe laſt two 
Pages of this Book,, was by his believing Parents, 0- 
therwiſe nurtured, who waiting at the foot of Chrait, 
keeping hes precepts diligently, became wiſer than bus 
Teachers, giving occaſion to many to renew that ſay- 
1g, Whence hath this man letters ? for he was elo- 
quent and mighty in the Scriptures ; adding much to 
ſuch as converſed with him, whether by word or Epiſtle. 

If what ts here preſented, prove of nſe to ſireugthen 
weak hands, or to wphold them that are ready to fall,by 
keeping in view the Reſurrettion and Bleſſedre ſs pre 
pared for thoſe whom God guides by his Counſel, they 
will know wherg to give the glory. 

I earneſily wiſh and pray, T hat thoſe to whom in a 
peculiar manner he was ſents, amongift whom more e- 
ſpecially be laboured, who muſt give an account of ſo 
great a Talent and Price, long truſted with them, may 
do it with joy, diſcovering by an obedience of Faith, to 
#he Lord Feſwu under all tryals,that he laboured not in 

ain; and I hope, howtver it may be te others,what us 
wo preſented, may be wſelul to them, keeping in re- 
wembrance bow holily, juſtly, and nnblameably be be- 
haved himſelf amongit them,that follawing his Faith, 
they may be ſaved from this Generation, and be found 
emongit theſe, wh? reccive the End of their Faith, 
the Salvation of their Soul, Amen 
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To the MEMORY of Mr, 
| Abraham Cheare, 


Anagram, 
Ramah Baca here. 


As there a voice in Ramah heard! Fer. 3x, 156 
W3s bitter weeping there ? 
'Cauſe Rachel children were not ſpar'd, £Mat.2.18, 
Why ſhould there not be Here ? 
Was Baca 1n time paſt a Well ? 
Although a place of drought, 
Woas it made ſo by Iſrael ? 
When journ'ing in the South, 
Did th' one for Children thus lament ? 
The other for their Water, 
Oh ! how ſhould Sroz it reſent, Lam.2,1, td 
When God her Sons doth ſlaughter ? x2. 
When he curs off her pleaſant ſtreams, Pſal. 46.4. 
Her beautious Branches witherz ag@ Amos I. 2, 
When he ſhuts up her brighteſt Beams, Lam 2.1. 
Doth home his Jewels gather. Mala.3.17, 
Yea, how ſhould this increaſe her ery, Foxab 3.8. 
When in a time of need ; P[.119.126 
That Shepherds, rhey thould multiply, Afar. 9. 38. 


Pſal. 34. 6. 


The flaughter'd Elocks to feed ; Zech.11.417 
That even then,God ſhould not ſpare, | 
To take hence in grcar numbers ; Iſa.5 7.1, 


The moſt laborious in their Spheare : Ezek.3.26, 
Place this among bis Wonders. Job 37, 23, 
Ps Thy 5X: : 


V 


« AD... nes ad. 
- » 


Pſal-36.6, They wayes, O God, art in the deep) 

ii..7, - To ſearch them to perfection ; : 
x Cor-2,9, *Tisnot for Mortals pace to keep 
Pſal.32.8.' With thee, give thou diretion. 
Pſal. 7 3 24 Let's ponder well thy wayes, O Lord, 
Fob 36.9,10 Give us thy hearing Ear ; 

Some teachings to us do aftord, 

Deat.13.1z By what we ſee | let's fear, 
Ezek.12.3, What this portends, thou mak'ſt ſuch 
Hal. 3.17, To treaſure up each Jewel; (haſte, 
Ezek+14.16 Art minded, Lord, our Land to wafte,” 
Mala.3.5, Muft wefor wrath, befewcl ! 
Jer.12,x. -If fo 't ſhould be,thou wouldit be juſt, 
Ezra9, 13, Twere but Sin's recompence : 
Lam 3, 29, We muſt our mouths put 1n the duſt, 
2Sam.2417; We have g1v'n great offence. 
Feel 2, 17, Ycoſpare,O Lord, ſpare thou our Land, 
Eztk.9.4. At leaſt in it thy Mourners ; 


. Pſal.S5-10, Thy Mercy will with Juſtice ſtand, * 


Fer.1q. 7, Inpard'ning great offenders. 
Fob 19. 2x, Make us thc objects of thy pity, 
Gen.19,19, Thy Mercy magnihi ; 

Fonah 3.10, Spare as of old, an Heathen City, 
Pſal.11.17. Spare, O ſpare, let's not die. 
Zech.1z, 7. But if more Shepherds thou wilt fate, 
Lam,i, 15, And Mighty men mult fall ; ; 
Iſa.40.x1. Feed Sheep thy ſelf, thy Battels tight, 
ISam.'.8. Be thou in ftead of all. 

2 Cor,12.9, Amen, Amen. 
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 Tathe Memory of Mr, 
ABRAHAM CHE ARE. 
Anagram. © 
Ab me! Rear Bacha, 


Ho can but Mourn, . when men do ſcorn! 
To Note the Righreous Death 5 Iſa.5 7-1. 
Who can but Rear a Bacha here, Pſal.$4-6, 
When ſuch drop off the Earth? | 


' When Circumſtance, ſhall Evidence, 


In Judgement it may be : 
Slight it who can, make me the man, 
Q Lord, may cry, Ah me! | 
Amen. 
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ACROSTICK. 


To the Memory of Mr. 


' 
ql | | : 
ll An Acroſtick. 
Vi A rt gone Dear Soul ! Art fled ? Haſt left the Earth 2 
: if B elow thee *twas : it anſwered not thy Birth. 
wt R are was thy Life ; choice was thy latter cnd, 
| A t laſt for God, and Truth, thou didſt contend. 
/ H aſt Overcome ? Haſt got the Victory ? 
it A h! then, let others ſay, Why may not I ? 
M ercy Begate him, Led him, Fed hum, Kepr, / 
Fl C hear'd him, did all, until the time he ſlept. 
| [ H ath now enthron'd him, enter'd him.in Reſt, | 
[4] E ach Soul that walks with God, ſhall thus be bleſt, 
| f: A wake, then, Rouze faint hearts, ſhake off diſtruſt, #4 
"7 R ampant be Faith, greateſt of men are duſt z 
Fy E *relaſting 's God, and Worthip him we muſt. 4 
vt | 
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Abraham Cheare, 
Ah Arme a Breach, 


O Saints and Sinners, God this day doth call, 
To hear, confider, and to lay to heart, 


What he hath done, is doing, and yet ſhall 


Be done amongſt us, ere this Cup depart. 
Bleſſed are they, whom Chaſt'ning he doth teach, 
To hear and fear, when he makes ſuch a Breach. 


O haſten Saints, how is the Sun now ſetting, 
The Light which on you ſometimes brightly ſhone; 
Away from you apace ſeems to be getting 3 _ 
- AS if God's work amongſt you now were done, 
By treble ſtxoaks God heretofore did Preach, 
To you, not hearing, comes this fearful Breach. 


And 1s there not a Cauſe ? Conſider, try ; | 
Whar mean thoſe bleatings everywhere {o rife ? 
A worldly Spirit, Pride, Formality, 
Bent co back-{liding, as if 'twere your life, 
Firſt-Love, firſt-Works, alas, you do not reach 
No wonder then the Lord makes ſuch a Breach. 


Sayes to his chiefeſt Children, Come away, 
Remove the Candle, and pur out the Light : 

Theſe People eat and drink, riſe up to play, 

. Are not the Children of the Day, bur Night 5 

They hear indeed, but do not what I Teach, 

«Wherefore 1n tury, I will make @ Breach. 


Poor 


poor Church in Plymmck, whommethinks T ſpy, 
As —_— ſtand,. and thus they ſpeak, 


The Lord hath dealt with u3 moſt bitterly, * - 
Dear Cheare's gone from us, O behold a Breach ! 


Tis fo indeed,.a breach full ſore and wide, 
That is upon the choiceſt Mercies made ; 
Andeach of you, are like now to be try'd, 
Whether Religion be your chiefelt Trade 
That you are driving Heaven for to reach, 
Or fixt on Earth, if fo, a forer Breach, 


Will yet attend you, fully to diſcover ET: 
Upon what ground you ſtand,what ends you haye 

Before this over-flowing Scourge pals over ; 

Look well about you, (beare's gone to his Grave, 

The Shepherd's ſmitten, he no more. muſt Preach, ' 

Watch, Warn, nor Water 3 Oh! this:is @ Breach. 


Ah ! Plymouth, thou thy Shepherds that haſt turn'd 
Out of thy Gates, the men who ſought thy good z 
Againſt them crueclly.thy wrath hath burn'd, 
Thou ſuckit in poyſon, loatheſt wholſome food. 
Haghs, Martin, Cheare, & all thy hand could reach, 
Thou cafteſt out, wheretore behold a Breach. 


And you-poor Sinners, living in that place, 
Where God ſet up, this burning ſhining Light, 
And did diſplay the Glory of hus Grace, 
Thereby your Souls to Chriſt for to invite ; 
Your Day is gone, your Night its ſhadows reach, 
Inſtead of Building, now behold a Breach. 


A found 


ound 


A ſound of Goſpel-Grace, you thay nothtar -'-T 
Again, tif God have made your Souls to re 

Bleſt are thoſe feet, on Moumtains that appears,” 
Bringing glad tydings of the joyful ; 

Who coming /in the Name of Chriſt, ſhalt Prixchs ; 

And thereby ſhall repair this woful Brauhar: 


Poor outward, inward Priſoners, and Exiles, 
Have-loſt a worthy ſympathizing Friend 3. 
$o hath whole Sion, within many miles; 
—_— hath not any, fo able to'extend. 2 
every way : Compaſſions he did _ 
po labourcd,.till he died, in Son's Breach. 


=» » © 


The deep Ape his Soul did _ | 
And while c,w'd, made on bim many 4 Breach. 


But, Ah! theday is great 'mong Facol's Seed, 
Horſcmen and Chariots Iwittly flee away 5 -* 

And none are rais'd to ftand up in their Rad, 
When cach choice piece, goes ty its Houſe of Clay. 

By whem {hall Faceb rife ? Lord, hou us teach, 

And ſend Supplics ſufficient to the Breach. 


Which cannot be, but by thy holy Spirit, 
Giv'n forth amongſt the Remnanr that remain 3 
Who, till then, Places deſolate inherit, -_ 
As mcnto beimade free amons the ſlain : 
Wirhour this, who can Suftcr, Do, or Preach, 
Or itand thi; day in ſuch a widened Breach. 
| Look 


Look up then, Son's Friends, from things belowg 
' To Jeſus, who was dead, and is alive ; 
And hath.in heart and hand for to beſtow, 

All thatwe need, to make poor Sox thrive, 
Though met. of Might be gone, Hee's all to each, 
Yea, morethan all, to repair ſuch a Breach, 


He ſhall not be diſcouraged, nor fail, 

Till all in purpoſe, purchaſe, Promiſetrue z 
Be brought.to paſs, allo both head and tayl, 

Of Beaſt and Whore, receive their final due; 
And Kings and Kingdoms out their hands {hall reach 
Submiſſively to Him that heals the Breach. 
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ERRATA. 


P*g-3.line 24. for manite&, r. manifeſt, 1.20.1. 4. for or, 
x, of, p. 37-1.18. for promiſes, r, pre fes. p.59.1.29. 
fo falararions r. ſalyations, p.73.1. 27. foraid,r. as. p.82. 
. 3I.for carne, I. come. p.9z.l.1. for promiſes,r, premiſes. 


.112,1. 26.for promiſes, r, prophefies. p.114.1:1. 1.large- + 


neſs. p-120. [. 1. for attair, r. affaire. p.125 1.1, for do in- 
age, 1.0. p.203.l.32 for Admo.r. Admi. p.228.1.13. f. you 
r.your, P-245-1.33-7-litegiving. p.27 9.1.30. f. to, I. too. 


There are allo ſeveral miſ-pointings, which the Judi= 
cious Reader will of lim-elft amend, 


oN 


»2ch 


$$ 


r Or, 
[.29« 
D. BZ. 
niſes. 


(x ) 


% 2 
. « 


268600000802 025 


- 
. 


FAITHS CONQUEST 


OVER THE 
TokTuURES & TENDERS 
OF 


An Hour of Temptation, 


By Faith 
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Heb. 11. IF, latter part, 


And others were tortured, not accepting deli- 


verance, that they might obtain a better reſurreition, 


His Chapter, in' tie main ſcope of it,. is 
deſigned, to ſet forth the Incomparabl; 
Excellency of Farth, cammending ix 

| ſelf in the Example and Inſtance of ma- 

ny Worthies, as aniWering to that deſcription the 
Lord himſelf gives of ut, Ark 9,23. All things 
are poſſible to him that believeth , the which Catay 
logue and Regiſter of their Acts and Monuments 
3s not intended meeriy to preſerve the memery of 
Znch men ( though their reme.” brance is bleſled, 
Prov. 10. 7, Fſal. 112.6.) hut mainly to recom. 
mend to the Saints and Ages to come, the mighty 
Power of that Principle, by vertue of: which they 
believed things incredible, attempted things im- 

B ciſible, 


2) 


L 3 
peſſible, ſuſtained things inſufferable 1n the eye of 


ſence and reaſon ,; nothing therefore loiv or mean #! 


18 attributed in this place, nor (ſhould our aims or 
exp2Rartion be flat and indifferent in the contem« 
plation thereof, 

Ir's moſt true, this Hiſtory of the famous as of 
Beleevers, is drawn out of the Old Teſtament, and 
calculated (as I may ſo expreſs 1t)to that meridian, 


Theſe all died tn faith, obtaining a good report, but re- [1 
cerved not the Promiſe, verſ.13.& 39. yet ſerveth ® 
not only indifferently for the Goſpel-dayes where- ' 


in we are, butindeed commends it ſelf the more 
tranſcendently to us, by how much God hath provi- 
ded ſome better things for us; having opened 
more fully the obie& of believing the Lord Feſus 
zu the Goſpel, and poured out more plentifully the 
holy Spirit of Prom:ſe, than it was ordinarily in 
thoſe dayes: which Conſideration may ſerve to 
afford both mighty Aid and Argument to Believers 
now, to encourage Chtiftians to truſt upon the 
Lord, to do for them more than they can ask or 
think, according to the pover which worketh in 
them, in their faithful following him, 

Not to ſtand upon the opening particularly of 


theſe words, nor on the exact time when they Were 


fulfilled; very likely this, and ſome other here a- 
bout h2d reference to the cruel ſufferings 1n the 
times of the Maccabees, which the Hebrews, to ivhom 
this Epilile was Written, had reaſon to have a par- 
ticular knowiedge of, although the HiRory to us be 
Apocrypha , 1t may ſuffice us, that the Spirit of the 
Lord hath here infallibly determined, ſuch things 


Were yore, and that the Conqueſt was truly attri- ; 


butable to this believing, as itdealt with, and 


- 


dew F 


Al 
2 


I Wo We. 


| | 33 fs oh I 
drew vertne from the poiver of God, So that witf= 
out more a-do, in the words are Foxr things ob. 
ſerveable ; | 
7, Here is the Noble and Glorious Principle i 
which all theſe rare exploits are wrought ; on the 
commendation of Which, the whole Chapter infilt- 
eth. By Faith they did it ; whether in all the ſub= 
Jet mentioned, it was a Faith that was ſaving, will 
# not be herediſputed ; this is plain, it was ſuch 
Z Faith atleait, as falls within the #ord of God, and 
7 builds upon the Authority thereof, in the buſineſs 
they were concerned in; upon which foundation 
' they went through, and under-iwent what was be= 
ened | fore them,in following God in their generations. 
Feſus 2, Wehave here the ſubject, or ſeat of ation, 
; the upon which this great Experiment is tryed ; and 
y in | thatis a tortured, butchered, maſlacred, harmleſs, 
ve to |. Weak Believer ; Others were Tortured, a particular 
vers | Inventory whereof made and taken in the verſes 
nthe ſollowing, 36, 37, 38. ſuch cruel uſages as were 
ﬆ& or © beneath humanity to inflit, and above humanity 
thin to ſuſtain, were exerciſed on, and invincibly en- 
dured by theſe poor ſouls, under tht aid and influ= 
ly of ence of that Faith of theirs, 
were 3. Here is the magnanimity and excellency of 
Tre a- ſpiritdeſcribed, unto which their faith raiſed them, 
nthe putring its ſelf in the noble denyal & repulſe given 
vhom to the tender of deliverance, upon any unworthy 
, par-, terms ; They Accepted not Deliveraxce,though their 
us be Petſecuters came with torments in one hand, and 
of the tenders in the other, in as much as both were ma- 
hings nilelt Artifices and Engines to accomplith the ſame 
attri- ; delign: as they {lighted the threatnings of the one, 
, and | fothey ſcorned the allurements of the other. De- 
B 2 I:verance 


- # 


Wh 4. ; | 
ſiverance in it ſelf, and as it may be conſidered, is 
a mercy ; and the acceptance of it isa duty ; and - 
conſequently the refuſal of it would have been their # 
evil. Butif Deliverance cannot be had but upon * 
terms diſhonorable to the Lord ; if deliverance be 
a ſnare, then to accept of ſuch deliverance is a ſin, 
at lealt a great blemiſh to beleeving ; of which 
more hereafter, 

4. We have the powerful Motive, and bleſſed 
Proſpe& that Faith took in view, from whence * 
Rirengch was gathered to bear the tortures, and for- * 
bear the deliverance, and that was, The obtaining 4 
better Reſurreition ; hey had their eye and heart 
ſet upon 2 Way of deliverance,for which they would 
be veholding tothe Lord only, and this 1s called, -. 
A better Reſurrettion ; that is, not only better than 
their tortures, dut better alſo than any deliverance 
that could be offer'd to them : this fixed expecta- 
tion of their Faith carried them above any baſe or 
unworthy cringings to the ſons of violence. 

If you conlicer the words in their Connexion 
and dependancy on the former part of the verſe, 
you have this obſervable; Women received their 
dead (Children) returned to life again ; this was 
verified, 1 Kirg, 17, 23. 2 King, 4. 36. Others 
(viz, other Women) were tortured (1.e) had their 
vibe children tortured,not accepting deliverance 
forthem ; this 1s ſtoriea 2 Maccab,6, If we con- , 
tider Women as the ſubjects cf this firong Faith, * 
who are (tiled, 1 Pgt. 3-7. the weaker vellels ; 
\Widows (perhaps) and deſolate, yet rrufting in 
God,haicly any faith out-went theirs : Oh Woman, 
Cres! i thy Faith - we might by the way oatneTr 
t2:S OG,civalicn ; 
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| Bey ({uchan harmleſs People as the 


| (5) : 
1 That the weaker veſſels may be c 


exerciſing the firongeſt Faith. 
Out of weaknels they were .nade ſtrong : 

* I amweak, then I am ſtrong, this treaſure (as well as 
\ the diſcoveries of the Gotpel) isput into earthen- 
veſſels, that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us; that as the firength of 
Fleſh may not glory in his preſence, ſo neither 
+ may the weakneſs of a poor Saint occaſion him to- 
Þ fink or diſpond, but he that glorieth may glory on- 
*ly in the Loxd, — But I ſhall nor Rand here, but 
proceed to draw forth, and make a biief improve- 

: ment of ſome of the Obſervations that lie moſt 
plain in the words themſelves : one of which is 
| plainly thus ; | 
Dott.x, That the moſt cyuel tortures that have 
been invented by the vileſt ſons of men, have (by 
divine permillion) bzen vented upon the choicelt 
ſons of God, They of whom, in Gods accompt, the 
world was not wcrthy, the beſt of earth was not cood 
enough for them, wverſ. 38, in mans accompr, the 
worſt of earth was not bad enough:As they are made 


nl) 


—_ 


apable of 


when 


the filth of the world, and off-ſcouring of all things, 
I Cor.4.13, ſo no infituments of cruelty can bz 
enough vile or forcible in their thoughts to rid and 
deliver it of them. The lult and ras 
tions hath been fruitful in inventions of this kind, 
they were ſtoned, they were ſaws aſunder, cc, the in- 
+ numerable variety of particulars are recucible to 
this general, T hey where Tortured. I (hall only ar- 
temp: to purſne this Poznt to an iſlue, by ſperking 
briefly to theſe tio enquiries, 


Fe | OED. 
rave 1n all venera. 


(#] 


1, What 15 Meant 


by theſe Tortures,' 2, Whence hath it ſprung that 
y ) have ha! 
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(6) 
this for theit lot, or why have they been tortared 
thus? 
 Asfor the former thus, The word here rendered 
torture, is obſerved no where elſe to be uſed in the 
New-Teſtament, and in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech Ggni- 
fieth, to be uſed and dealt vithal, as men do with 
a Dium, viz. Tv Trevi four & nomine TUaTWyoy 2 
whici fiourative expreſſion directs us for its mean- 
TEA either to the 72azner or end of mens cruel deal- 
ing with them. If the former be lookt cn as inten- 
ded, then the reſemblance is taken from the man- 
ner of their torzents, anſwering either to the vio=- 
lent ſtretching out, or dittending the head of the 
Drum, which (you know) by cords and other means | 
is braced at times to the utmoſt extremity, Thus 

zve the precious limbs and members, not only of 
our Lord himſelf, but of his deareſt children, been 
violently difiorted, till part bath been plucked from 
part on Racks or other Engins, and that complaint 
ſitterally verified, Pſal.22.14. 1 am poured ont like 
water, all my bones are out of joynt, — Or elſe it an- 
ſrers to the beating of a drum, which is performed 
01th both hands, with multiplicity of ſtroaks not 
wo be pambrec ; and then itreferreth to thoſe cruel 

beatings, {tripes, and blows that have been bzyond 
_- [a1d upon THT: backs, ſuch as of which the 
\ polile ſpeaks, So7ze had tral oj MT oFRongs and 


Conmrgines, Penl 16 records the number ard | meature 
of his Satin 28 5y the Jews, 2 Cor. 11,24, as though 
fn &y We ulc _ itrok2 a3 on a Drum :; ſiuca pree 
tended orger 13 fornetimes ſpoken of by ſuch Re 
VCITCIS 65 218 VOfound C8) mak e {lauc Enter, HT; | y 
but at other times they were inp es "without 22 

Sure, verf,2 2,25, Leatin? With rods, beating with 
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of a bloudy generation. 
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7 ſtones ; hence he was 3» deaths oft, in this path muſt 
3 we expedt to follow our Lord, 2 Cor,6,4,5-1n ftripes 
This ſets forth the liberal 
2 and unlimitted cruelty in point of act that wicked 
men have {till abounded in. 
 Orotherwiſe,the metaphor directs us to the con- 
fideration of the exd and deſign of the Perſecutors in 
/ the extention of their cruelty, and this alſo under 
{ this imilitude, may refer one of theſe two wayes : 
- Firſt, to ſet onthe deſign of the Tormentors ( as is 
'; the SouldietF in beating their Drum) thereby to a- 
' nimate, encourage, and hearten thoſe that are en= 
gaged with themſclves ; that look as that warlike- 
ſound is intended to quicken, chear-up, and delight 
the ſpirits of ſuch Warriors ; fo are rhe extorted 
oroans and cryes of the Lords poor ſufferers, level- 
led to the heightning the pride, ſcorn, and derihon 
Sarghey did by the grezn- 
tree ( our Lord himſelf) ſe& Mart. 27. 39. t0 49. 
where you have the P-ople, Prieſt, Thezves, ma- 
king paſtime of his 2roans under the torments of 
men without, and the bruilings of his God within, 
Iſa. 3-10. this was propheticaliy declared of him, 
and verified in his members. P/[al. 69, 10, 11, 12, 
Nevertheleſs, the over-ruling hand of the Lords 
in this frequently to be ſeen and magnified, in tur- 
ning the devices of the wicked herein upan their 
own head, and rather wo:king conviction and a- 
Roniſhment on many, who periaps have Come itn 
Intentions to ſcorn at ihe miſery of tae poor Lambs 
of Chriſt, yetin beholding the inhumaae cruelty of 
the one, and the divine Power aiſplayed in upaot- 
ding the other, have gone 2ivay Convinced, Gos 
with them of atruth ; a$1ts maniteltia tn 


> { v3 1»: 


s 4, « 


" "ef that derifion on on 


(8 


£uk.23.47,48. The Centurion ſeeing the iſſue of 
it,olotified God, juſtified Chriſt, and all the people 
{mote their breaſts and returned ; ſo (hall he make 
their own tongues to fall upon themſelves, all that 
ſee them ſh1ll flee away, and all men ſhall fear,and 
ſha!l declare the work of God, when they fhal wiſe- 
ly conſider of his doings, Pſa/,64.8,9, (2) Ano- 
ther ed and deſign of men by ſuch torments, 1s to 
ftrike; zreater terror in the hearts of their oppoſits, 
to break the ſpirits of ſuch as are related to and in- 
tereſted in the cauſe of thoſe tortured ones, being 
Companions of them that are ſo uſed, and thereby 
to drive them from their ſtation and profeſſion, 
ſmicing-the thzpherd, in expeRation that then the 
ſh:ep mult be icattered ; but herein (as in the for- 
mer) infinite Wiſdom thines forth, in bringing 
eat out of the Eater,,and ſweetneſs out of the Strong, 
bringing to neught the devices of the, wicked, 1t 
frequently coming to paſs, as 1n the caſe of Payl, 
Ph, 1,12, 13, 14. The things (the cruel things) 
which : happened to him, fell out rather for ths 
furtherarce of the Goſpel, ſo that his bonds for 
Chriſt were manifect in all Ceſars Court, and all 0- 
ther places, and many Brethren in the Lord waxing 
confident by his bands, grew much more bold to 
ſpeak the Word without fear, O Lord, behold their 
Threatuings, 6:4 -grant to thy Servants Boldnefs, 
w:s the Prayer of their Faith, As 4.29, The 

more thamefuliy the Apottles were intreated, they 

vere tne more old 11 their God, to Preach the 

Goſpel of their God with.muucl; contention, IT heſ, 

2.2, M:nthinkit for evil, bat Cod hath wonder- 

{ally brounht it about for 200d, | 
: Theſe 


r Lord above mentioned, \* 
7c 
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Theſe Tortures upon the barmleſs Lambs of 
* Chriſt, have been exerciſed in ſeveral Ages of the 


ple * | vorld with much variety, according to the fruitful 


ke 
nat 
nd 
{es 
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f womb of luſt of the ſons of violence, who from ge- 
"aeration to generation derive and ſuck the ſpirit 


. of Perſecution from him that-was of the wicked- 
'one, and (lei his Brother ; and hath more or leſs, 


/exerted its ſelf according to the opportunities they 
{have had for ſo doing, Which have been frequently 


ts, |} Jeither more relaxed, or reſtrained, as hath ſeemed 


” beſt to infinite Wiſdom to briog about his ends and 


: deſigns of Glory in the earth. But though theſe 


oreat and ſore tryals are the common lot of Saints 
in all ages, yet there are ſome eminent and peculi- 
ar Periods, ſome remarkable points of time, which 
the Scripture doth refer unto, that may be called in 
an eſpecigy manner the times of ſuch torment, with 
which we'have need be well acquainted, and our 
concernment reſpeRing them, 

The Fir; time that I note ſuch tortures were in 
date and falhion (as I mayexpreſs it) is that (as I 
underſtand ) the Text poiffts at, namely, toward 
the latter end of the Grecian Monarchy ; not but 
that divers fair Sons and Daughters of God, had 
their ſhare deeply in Sufferings before, ſundry 
times. Butnow-t greW to be the common expecta- 
tion of all thoie that would hold up any Profetlion 
of the true God, a time was come over them, Which 
carried tiis in the very front of it; 1t was a tortu- 
rivg time, eſpecially under Az riochus Epiphanes, of 
Nhom we have fuch an exact deſcription,under the 
notion of a little Horn, the very point and venom 
of which, is levelled againſt the people of the Saints 
of the molt High; reade him pourtrayed, Dax.8, 


verf, 


— CE On 
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verſ.9,10,11,12.cotmpared with, and openedy.2r; Y 
23,24,25. This dreadful oppoſition and perſecuti- # 
on was made to the Name of God againſt ſuch as re- #! 


tained the Profeſſion of it, according to the Laws 


. and Ordinances given by the hand of Moſes. 


There 1s 2 Second Period, or ſpecial point of 
ime wherein the tortures of the Lords people are 
remarked, and that isunder the reign and rage of 
the Dragon, exerciſing his power 1n the Roman 
Monarchy conſidered as Pagan; this is deſcribed by 
that fourth Bealt,Dazx.7.7,8, dreadful and terrible, 
and verſ.19,20, exceeding dreadful ; this princi- 
pally reſpe&Rs thoſe incredible tortures that were 
inflicted throughout the whole Roman Territories 
(which were wide and large) upon any who pro- 
fefled the Name of Chriſt, eſpecially in the Reigns 
of thoſe Tex bloody Emperors, known commonly by 
the name of the Ter Perſecutions : Ag the former 


was againſt profeſſion of the Name of God under the 


Old-Teſtament ; ſo this was againſt the profeflion 
of the Name of Chriſt under the New. | 

A Third time to which, by way of eminency,the 
Tortures of the Lords people is appropriated, is 
the time of the Reign, and eſpecially towards the 
Raine of Aztich;:/7, deſcribed in Rev.i3. in its di- 
tink Powers under the firſt and ſecond Beaſt, be- 
inning ſhort upon the Empites profeſſino the 
Name of Chrijz, & carrying threatnines and flaugh- 
ters again{tthe true Witneſſes of the Spirit & Life 
of Caritt, though pretending to the Name of him; 


» 
;S not only Curing the 1260 dayes or years 
atizned him, bat principally at the end thereof, 
Vy 4s wu L "Y 


flay thoſe Witnetles with fuch a ſlaughter, as car- 
nierh 


,2r; 
uti= {to which they are lyable, during their propheſying 
( 
aWs 


FE itz manifeſt diſtinRtion from the Sufferings 


(tr) 


in Sackcloth and his bloody Reign, not farfrom 
which, finiſhing Rage (which is but a ſhort time) 


the ocneral Conſent of molt that ſearch into the 
times, and what Iſrael ought to do, agreeth that we 
are by the wiſe hand of our Father caſt, the Word 
and Works, Prophecies and Providences of God, 


- helping much to make up ſuch a Judgment, though 
# 1n ſeveral particulars about it, there 1s vatiety in 
7 the underſtandings of the moſt ſerions enquirers. 
'* My apprehenſion and expectation hereupon,1s,that 
' We are near upon the borders of (if we have not al- 
| ready made ſome entrance op )an hour of ſore tem- 


pration, Waich will try all them that (profeſſing an 
intere(t in heaven) do divell upon earth ; in which 
it iwill be found of great moment that we ſtand oirt 
about with the whole Armour of Righteouſneſs up- 
or; the right hand, & on the lefr, eſpecially holding 
faſt this ſhicld of Faith, whereby,though in the A- 
oes palt ſome were tortured, yet tney vere more 
then Conquerors, they over- come by the blood of 
the Lamb, &c. Our Second Enquiry in opening 
the Obſervation) was, Whence comes 1t to pals, 
that ſuch a people as the Lords people are (at leaſt 
wiſe ought to be) are nevertheleſs expoſed to ſuch 
corments, they ivhoare the bleiling to the whole 
Creation, {imple concerning evil, willing to live 
noneltly, following peace with all men,as much as 
it 15 pottible, ſent forth as theep in the mitt of 
wolves, blameleſs and harmlets as the ſong of God 
vithour rebuke, profciling and ſtriving to anſwer 
this principle, yer arc hated, caſt out, perſccuted 
a3 the filth of the World, the troublers of {ſrael, 
[tg 


_ 
them that turn the world up-fide down ; whence 


cometh this to paſs, That xo tortare can be heavy e- | 


wough, no death hard enough for ther. 

x, That which gives life and fierceneſs to all 
theſe Enmities and Tortures which ſpring from 
them, is the beafily Nature and Luſt of poor fallen 
man, that bears the Image of the Devil herein, 
having this Character, Hateful, and hating one ano- 


ther, living 14 malice and envy, Tit. 3.3, ſerving d:- \ 
vers luits and pleaſures. Hence wicked men, and | * 
they that have no Faith,are called #zreaſonable men, | 


2 Theſſ.3.2- |&79m74| men that cannot be reduced 
to any proper place ; Beaſts after the manner of men, 
x Cor, 15.32, Bruits hurried with humour or ſenſe 
contrary to reaſon;as natural wilde Beaſts, made to 
be taken and deſtroyed, 2 Pet,2,12. How frequent- 
ly are they likened by the Spirit to Lions, P/al.57. 


4. Wolves of the evening, Zepy. 3. 3, and other | 


Beaſts of prey; fignifying the miſerable plight fin 
hath caſt poor manynto, If Facobs own ſons, having 
partook of his education, deſerved this Character, 
Carſed be their Wroth for it was fierce, and their Rage 
for u was cruel ; How much leſs 1s to bz expected 
from others, that have no bridle on them, if their 
ſult be crolled, if th2ir wickedneſs be witneſled 4- 
o2inkt, as it is by the holy Converſation of teſiify- 
1n2 Saints? Who can ſtand before envy ! tne Ambi- 
tion of one Hams will iun down a whole Nation ; 
the fear and anger of one Fercd will devour all the 

Children in Berhelens. | l 
2, Taere is a ſet and fiited Enniity put, and 
placed b2tween theſe two Seeds, the. S2ed of the 
Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent, Ge. 3. 15. 
up2B Wiich a Wat 1s founded 1a a way that can 
aUmit 


- 


? (23 ) 
” admit of no reconciliation:for what agreement can 
/there be betwixt Light and Darkneſs ? x Cor.6, 14, 


/x5,16, Hence the Lord takes notice, thatthe bor 
tom of that perpetual diſcord, by which the Phi. 
hiſtines dealt with Iſrael by revenge, and took ven- 
geance With a diſpightful heart to deſtroy it, was 
the old hatred, Ezek.23.15., an hatred that was ag 
oId as the old Serpent the Devil, who was a mur- 


| iderer from the beginuing, Hence 1 Joh.3.12, (ain 
'1s ſaid to ſlay his Brother, he was of that wicked- 


one ; and the occaſion of the quarrel was, his own 
'Wotrks were evil, and the others righteous : This 


-Root Chriſt reduceth that wrath unto, that was ex- 


erciſed againſt him, Fohn 8. 44. Ye are of your Fa- 


''ther the Devil, and the works of your Father ye will 
"do ; he was a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
2 30t in the truth, And ag it was in Abrahams Fami- 


ly; He that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit, Soit was in Paul's 
dayes, Gal. 4. 29, So it is nov, and (o it will be 
till the God of Peace tread Satan under our feet, 
which will be ſhortly, Row, 16. 20, till that old 
Serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, be bound and 
caſt into the bottomleſs pit, Rev.20, beginning, 

3. There is an exaſperation and aggravation ad- 
ded to this old hatred, frequently, when there is 
added a blind Superſtitious Devotion 2nd Zeal; 
When this old hatred can get the covert and pre=- 
text of a Zeal for God, it growes hereby exceeding 
fierce ; When Paal was acted on a principle of ſelf- 
righteoutneſs,out of zeal ne perſecuted the Church, 
Ph1l.3.7. and you ſee to what height it grew, he 
thought he ought to do any thing contrary to the 
Name of Chritt, (hut them up in priſcn, voted 
their 
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| ( 14 ) I 
their death, puniſhed them, compelled them to $mc 
blaſpheme,and being exceeding mad againſt them, Jon, 
periecuted them even to (trange Cities, Ats 26,9,'% ea 
IO, It. breathed out threatnings and Naughters a- © C5 
oainlt them,chap.9.1. Of this time Chriſt foreteils F# 
and forwarns his Diſciples, The time cometh that 0 
whoſoever kulleth you, will think that he doth God ſer. te] 
vice, Joh.16.2. They who think it promotes di-1 : Cl 
vine ſervice to perſecute Saints,being zealous of a im 
traditional Worthip of their Fathers, will be very #3 ra 
cruel in their undertakings; Hence is the Spirit ſo} 4 th 
exprels, that 11 the latter dayes perilous (or fierce) -; th 
£11268 ſhall come, for men (hall have (among other in- zm 
gredicnts to their maglignity)a form of Godlineſs, but [2 tit 
dexying the power thereof, 2 Tim. 3.1.to 4. This,when ; 3 
it comes to be the guiſe of Perſecutors, will make |} »3 
of it fierce tim2s; When S:meon and Levi had a | th 


Religious Pretext tor their cruel-aRt, Gen, 34, 312. Þ P 
f 


Curſed be their anger forit was frerce;and their wrath, | it 
for it was cruel, Gen.49.7. re 
4. Another occaſion of their wrath boyling up 

to torment, ariſeth from the conſtant, bold, and 
couragious. Spirit that is ſometimes found inthe 
Lord's people,that will neither be debauched with 
their terms, nor broken by their threats ; -this ex= 
aſperars exceedingly. So it is with the three Wor. | 
thies, Dan.3.16, 16,19, We are ot careful to auſwer 
thee 1 this matter ; bet kyownto thee, O King, we © 
will zot ſerve thy Gods, nor Worſhip thy golden Image 
which thou haſt ſet up, Then was the King full of fury, 
aud the forms of his viſage changed againſt them, and 
commanded the Furnace tobe heated ſeven tines wzore 
thus: it WA Wort, CC; See alſo ver[.22, 
Vihen $:2ver Rood in the boldneſs of his Teſti- 
Monyyg 
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; x5 ) 

Emony, As 7. 54, 57. 1t cut them tothe heart, they 
Lenaſhed on him with their teeth, cryed out, ſtopt their 
Fears, ran upon him with one accord. caſt him ont of the 
IS 4- "City, and ſtoned him, If HMordecar will not bow, 
tells Hamas is on a rack, all his comforts do not com- 
that Fort him, till he ſhew himſelf profound for ſlaugh- 
ſer. ter; not an ordinary gallows will ſerve the turn. A 
 di-\,; Confideration which ought not to be improved, ag 
of a If many do, that becauſe they are apt to be thus en- 
ery}! raged, therefore we are toflack our Teſtimony, 
t ſo} } thereby to abate their fury, but rather to wair on 
ce) ; the Lord with the more earneſineſs to double and 
in- 7 multiply his Spirit, and the firengths and conſola- 
but |; tions of it With us, as they Afts 4. 29. Though the 
en |; Heathen rage, &'c, Now, Lord, behold their threat- 
ke f »ings, and grant to thy Servants that with all boldueſs 
| a 7 they may ſpeak thy Word, They do not beg Prudence, 
7, |} Policy, Skill to evade and eſcape, but more anoint- 
h, ' | ing,to teſtifie boldly for the Lord: which was gran- 

ted fully. 

Ip 5. When unto all this there is ſuper-added the 
1d _ opportunity of wicked men's having the power of 
e ) Madgiſtracy in their hands, Prov.28.15,16. I mind, 
h | when they have a providential admittance to the 
= | Capacity of making Laws,and putting them in exe- 
- cution againſt the people of God, having their own 
” , Juſtsuncontroulable, and an advantage of covering 
£  theircuelty under pretext of Law, and to aſperſe 
p the faithfulneſs of Saints to the Laws of Jeſus 
; Chriſt, with the odious charges of being againſt 
Magiſtracy,and not being ſubject to the h19her Po- 
wers, &c. the old accuſation, Neh. 2, 19, ch. 6.6. 
Fleſt. 2.8, Atts 17, 6, 7. They now ruſh upon the 
poor Lambs of Chriſt with all their luſts (as ſo ma 


oy 


xs.) 3 
ry ſayls) bearing, nay, in theſe capacities there T3 
occaſien to draw forth thoſe monſtrous crueſties. 7 
Which (perhaps) they bardly thought were hid in 7 
their hearts ; as you ſee in that remarkable in- © 
ftance of Hazae!, who when. he was told, He woxld * 
flay the young men of Iſrael with the ſword, daſh the 4 
Children, and rip up the Women with child ? replied, 
But what us thy ſervant a Dog, that he ſhould do this, © 1 
great thing ? He thought (its likely) that unleſs MW | 


! 
c 
Z 
] 


did deg2nerate from humanity,and became a beaſt, Z 
E 


he could not perform ſuch ſtrange things : but whar 
is the anſwer of the Prophet, The Lord hath ſhewed © 


me, thou ſhalt be King over Syria, 2 King.8,18, In. 4 
.timatip2, that whatever fierce and dogged diſpoſi- 7 


+ 
tion lay hidin his heart againlt the Lords intereſt; | 


x. 
'\ 
't 
' C 
1 
't 
R' 
under hat plauſible pretext (oever it might be & a 
covered for a time from others, nay, whatever bet= Þ x 
ter perſwaſions he migat nave of himſelf about it,' f e 
yet his King-hip would give opportunity and pro- 21 
VOcation enoug? to araV them forth, to grow up 7 ( 
into his conceipt, Joh.19. 10. Kyoweſt thou not that | v 
{ have power to crucifie thee, and power to releaſe thee ? Q 
will give firong tempration to a wicked man to | p 
condemn and kill rhe Jult though he doth natre- 2 £ 
filt, eſpecially when an iotreſt of worldly honour 2 1 
ſeems to lie that Way,w*r,12, notivithitandins con- © 'n 
victions and relucancies of. Conſcience to tie & f 
contrary, Da».6.14,15,16, Mar.14.7,9, | 

Tanzfe may ierve 25 tome of the Reaſons, eivinz e 
ſiohe why and whence its, that ir hath been the lo C 
cf Saints {ome have bc2n tortured thug. I ſhall 
only touch a little Practical ITvrovement, oy 
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Et ( T7 ) : 
reis } ſex: If it be ſo that the Lord's people have 
[ties/} their times by the permiſſion, nay the appointment 
d in -7 of God, wherein they have been, and may be tor- 

in- 24rd, put to the moſt violent ſhameful way of dy- 
onld * 3ng ; or the moſt ſlaviſh, miſerable, and diſgrace- 
the Ful way of living, though the moſt choice of all his 
ied, Children, It then may ſerve to caution ſuch as are 
this, | lookers on, how they proceed to make a poſitive 
5 he }} judgement of men,and things, according to the ſc- 
aſt, z vere diſpenſations they are carried chrough, a miſ- 
that | 2 take, upon which very great inconveniencies have 
ved © often followed, and yet very incident in our Cen- 
In- 7 ſuring-day to divers who deal with the Lord's In- 
ofi- = tereſt in their concluhons; as the Barbarians with 
elt; 'Z that providence of the Viper on Paul's hand, paſs 

S 2 judement, Withont doubt thi may 1s a murderer, 
Z whom though he eſcaped the Sea, yet vengeance ſuffer- 
| eth not to lire, But ſuch raſh concluſions frequent=- 
ro- 2 ly revert as much ints the quite contrary extream 

up 7 (asitdid with them, Ats 28,4,5,0.) Ir becomes 
hat | us therefere to lay our conclufions of this kind ups 
:e2 © on other principles than theſe, which are not ap- 
2; pointed direAly to fignifie what we are apt ofren 
re- - to infer from them (ingly confidered, Eccleſ.9,1, 


— 

OQ 

= 
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zur | 1f the beſt of men have endured the-worſt of tor- 
n- © 'ments,if from the beginning it hath been ſo? ſuch 


6 * fiery tryals ſhould be no ſtrange things to us, nor 
ſhould w2 draw any ſtrange deductions from it, 
either to the cenſure of the perſcns,or diſlike of the 


oT cauſe teftified to thereby, 
2[1 Uſe 2, If the rage of man, having all the aggras 
57 © vations and advantages aboye-named, be luch x 


fierce thing, and hath been ſo fruitful in torments 
'# en the Saints ; and if we have {uch caution ts <x- 
$ pecy 


18) 
pet more 1n the latter days, wherein iniquity muſt 
be expected-to abound, then let it teach us to ad- 
mire the wonderful grace of God to poor England, 


and to the poor Saints of God in it, that have Ji- 


vedin ſuch times wherein men that hate them have 
ſuch Laws in hand, and at hand, to defiroy them ; 
nay, havirg it 1n the power of their hand to put 
them in execution, having alſo received ſuch ex- 
aſperation in the years that are paſt to remember 
and revenge many old grudges, and yet tio few to 
this day ( compared With the body of profefling 
people in this Nation} have ſuffered theſe things 
in their extremity : that we ſhuuld be helped to 
cleave to the Lora,and every one of us alive before 


him, That there 15 no more blocd mineled with our | 
tzcrifices: the Buſh burn in the fire and yet not be | 
confurned z1tis the Lord's doings,and marvellous * 
in oureyes, and (howld be owned and improved as s 


an arg2nment to ſtrengthen our faith againit the ma- 
ny faintirgs We are lyable unto, 1n further typals. 
Uſe 3..4*t from the Spinit that 18 in poor fallen 
man; there be ſuch 111 fruits as thoſe mentioned 2- 
eainft the image, pzople, and heritage of the Lord, 
let us not only prize that grace welt hath delivered 
us from that power, principle.and intereſt to which 


all the former kerce Charatters do naturally and | 


receilaiily agrze : But on the other hand, be very 
converſant With the Lord, for ſubduing 1a us the 
72412103 of that ipirittiaat luſteth unto envy even in 
us; and that towards them ihat perſecute us, there 
may be ſhewed forth our Dove-jike innocency, 13 
preſing toward that Goſpel-qualification cf pray- 
ing for them, Mar. 5,44..4 5. Rom.12.17.toth2 end, 
I Pt. 3.9. an&Qdoing them geod for all ihe ev; 
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E ( 19 ) 
uſt 7 they do tous, that We may ſhew our ſelves to be 
ad- | the Children of another Father, living in another 
nd, + principle, and referring our ſelves in all the inju- 

li- riesdone unto us,to another judgment ; and if the 
ave Lord will bleſs ic to that end, we may hereby leave 
Mm; « powerful conviction,that they hate and perſecute 
put | us (as they did our Lord before us) without a cauſe. 
ex- | ,. I proceed to take ſome other Obſervations from 
ber | ; the words, Others were tortured ; Some were tryed 
y to/ | otherwayes, others this way; iome were tortured, 
ing' * not all; all are exerciſed ſome way or other,every 
ngs , } man's work muſt be tryed; Wwheſoever will live godly 
I to. 2} 3» Chriſt Jeſus, muSt ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 3,12. 
ore | He chaſteneth every ſon whom he recerveth, Heb. 12.6, 
our | Whomſoever he loves, he rebukes and chaſteneth, Rev. 3. 

' be © 19, But though every man mult be tryed, it is not 
ous * appointed that they mult all be this way tryed ; 
I as; tryed by fire and water, tryed by tortures. Some 
Na- _ were tortured; wnere I note, 
.  Dott.2. That though the Lord hath provided tryals 
len |: for all his Children, yet he bath deſigned torteres but 
{2- ro ſome of them. Thus Chriſt exprefleth himſelf ro 
1d, * his Diſciples, Some of you they ſhall pat to death, 
red  Luk.21.16, The Devil ſhall caſt ſorne of you ints 
ich priſon, Rev.2.10. All Saints are ſome way tryed, * 
nd | they be but ſore Saints are alwayes tryed ; All men 
ely _ are born to ſorrows, Jo> 5.7; yet but of ſowze it is 
the properly ſaid, they are men of farrows, Jia. TJ. Zo 
in £am, 3.1. Pjal.88.15. This 1s a plain cafe and ob- 
ere vious to frequent experience. Yet becauie 1t may 
18 | be ſea{onableand ufetul, we may confider it by 104 
ay- _ quiring into theſe Tivo Things, 
d. i. Why ſome are Tortared, 
; / hy bit (o7Te are Tortard, 
2 Fot 
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For the former: We now reſpe& tortures as they | 
are more immediately under the diſpoſal and or- ' - 
dering of the Lord,appointing more or leſs in point | C 
or meaſure, to more or fewer ſubjeRs as it pleaſeth * * 
him; they being ſuch bitter things as afore is de- 


ſcribed, it 1s enquired, Why the Father appears it to t 
"w of his Children ? To this is anſwered, : 
. Negatively, not from any love God hath to * 


the Torments, or from any lack or abatement of | | ; 
love to his Children, he doth not take pleaſure to 
ſee his precious believing People lie ſcattered up 
and down (3s they are deſcribed Pſal. 141.7. © 
79.23, Lam.4.1,2.) as ſo many marks and = 
numents of the cruelty and butchery of the ſons of * 
men-: no, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal,115.15, Prect. 


-t 


ou4 in the fight of the Lord ts 'the death of hus Saints, © 

he eſteems them precious in their lives, and puts a ® ho 
value on them 1n their death. It goes (as we may | Ke 
ſpeak with reverence) near the beatt of the Lord to-. - 
ſec his Jewels thus dealt withal;[z all therr Aﬀitti- C 


ons he ts affified, and the Ang of of hu Preſence is q 
with them, Iſ1.63.9. He that OS thee: touch} b 
eth the apple of hs eye, Lech.2.8, Hedoth not affiufi 


willingly, or grieve the children of men, Lam. 3:33. - 
much leſs the Children of God, but rather /ike as 4 
a father pitieth hs children, ſo the Lord putiath them T 
that fear him; for he kyoweth our frame, and conſide- « 

a 
reth that we are but daſt, Pſal.103., 13,14, nay, he - 
hath teſtified the greateſt Ciſpleaſure againſt ſuch 


as have bin executioners of his rebukes, 'when they c 
have not performed them with pity, Zech. BY 7 # p 
Iſa. 47.6. Pſal.69,26,27, His Anointed Ones 
muli be very rendetly handled, and have no harm .} , 
cone azainlt them, (Pſal, 125, 14, 15,) whereſo-f 'þ ; 
ever® 


þ-4-1 


hy pg; 


"2 C32 
Fever they wander. Moab hath a charge to do ſoz 


me Z* 1ſa.16, 3,4. and in defect thereof his controverhie 
ne [18 dreadful with the Nations, Ezek. 25 throughour, . 


OW ſo chap.26- 2» 3+ Oc : 
2. But poſitively and in general thus: Though 


_ the Lord doth not aſſign theſe Tortures, theſe fie- 
xy Tryals to his Children, for want of love to his, 

ht | 20 from any delight he hath in ſuch Tortures con= 
tor! +fidered in themſelves; Yet many times the Lord 
: ol ” bath higher and better ends to promote then their 
Bach +deliverance ; ends that have more of good in them 
y4 -than theſe Tortures can poſſibly have of evil ; and 


—_ when it is ſo, theſe diſpenſations are not only ex- 
- _ cuſable, but are to be juſtified, Good i the Word of 
** 2 the Lord. As namely, 
©  , Sometimes in giving his darlines thus to the 
? % power of the Dog, he deſigns to bring to light the 
© wotth and excellency of ſome Trwths of his, which 
' otherwayes would be much obſcured, if not quite 
>: excluded from among the children of men;namely, 
« ſuch Truths, in the vindication of which nis chil- 
- dren are called and brought forth thus to ſuffer, 
A; +4, being wrought to a contentednels, rather toendure 
"  torments than to let them 90. When a ſoul or peo- 
33 ple having obtained help from God, continue wit- 
 neffing to ſuch Truths whatever 1t colts them ; 


= There is refle&ed this honour upon Truth, as was 
: þ ſaid of it of old, Great ts Truth, and it ſhall prevail ; 
' T whereas if it ſhould be as1t 1s with the generality 
ho of Profeſſors at this day, when a Truth comes to be 


ſpoken for, there is ſuch a ſhrinking, twiſting, 
EI {hifring to evade the dint of the Tryal, how would 


_ te World "> juſt cauſe to ſay, What is 
7 there in yout bel&ved Truth, more than in our be- 


* C 3 loved 


F322 
loved Error > Whatgs your Profeſſion more than 


ours? your Religioh more than ours? IF there 


were any excellenc thing init, 'you would do and 
ſuffer ſomewhat excellent and extraordinary for it, 


fo take off this ſtumbling block and occahion there- 


fore from them who ſeek or deſire occafion ; the 
Lord is pleaſed to ſtecl a people to this height; 


We cando no:bing againft the truth, but for the truth, | 
2 Cor.13.8, Andthen to ſhew a proof of Truth }# 
in them, .and'the pover and goodneſs thereof, he ## 
puts them on a tryal proportioned to this defign ; F3 
he hath ſome truth of ths Goſpel to ſhew in Pazl, > 


and then mutt he be troubled on every ſide, 2 Cor. 4. 


8,9,10, ch4p,6.4,10,11, chap.11,23.to29, If F 


the rruch of Chritt be in himzno man thall tophim [f 
of his boatling, none of thete things move him, or [4 


ſeparate bim trom the love of God, Truth ſhall 


be trycd in thofe veſl:ls of earth, though 1t be by A 


fire ſeven times, and the furnace ſeven times hot- 
ter than aforeitime. 

2. Sometimes the Lord doth, by theſe Tortures, 
aſſert 2nd cl-ar up the fincerity and inward value 
and excullency of thoſe Firtzes or Graces of Chiiſt 
which are his own,and h13 admirable workmanſhip 
in their Sctils, Theſe pais up and down among men 
45 meer dzinfions from the Devil, and hypoctiſie 
in the profefiors of them, And now it is the in> 
cereſt of tne Loras honour, and the vindication of 
the operation of the Spirit, that theſe be put upon 
| at may ſearch their very root and bot- 


--_ 
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rom, Gilcover their foundation to the neck; When 
God tpeiks of his Workmanthip and Image in Job, 
S112 ungertakes, if he could ++ the itripping 
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( 23 ) hike 
than The bath, and he would curſe him to his face : That 
here {attempt failing, he is confident, that if he might 
2nd © have the torcuring of him, the touching and tear- 

ir, © ing his bones and his fleſh, he would curſe him to 
his face : and if he duiſt aſſert his confidence of 
his ſucceſs in ſuch an enterpr1ze to the face of God, 
- may ve thipk much of his confident impoſing hig 
|; ſuggeſtions onthe projets and concluſions of his 
|? children? He did attempt the green Tree, and its 
1 no marvel if he do the Dry, Now while he would 
#7 bear God (if poſſible) and doth bear the World in 
* 'Z hand ſo confidently, that he hath inſtruments of 
= Cruelty, that would whip and kick the new-crea- 
'Z ture in any man to nothing, and herein make God 
7 a Liar (as in the former) and an Impoſture ( as in 
this) the Lord delivers the dearly beloved of his 
Soul ifito the enemies hand (though with ſuſficienr 
reſtritions)Take him Torturer,try him to the bot= 


by tom, and when all comes to all, when he u tryed, 

he (hall come forth as Gold; Job 23.10, And though 
s, till his word of deliverance came to his Joſephs, 
= the word of the Lord tryes them, while their feet are 


Q 3 hurt with f:tters, and they be laid in 1701s, Pla, 10 #4 
18,19, T hey paſs through fire and water, yet he brings 
' themintoawealthy place, Pſal.66,10,11,12, Men 
> and Devils ſhall know that the Faith, Love, Z2al, 
= Patience, Courage, Holineſs, &c. wherewith he 
c ©, hath endowed them, have that of Truth, Virtue, 
and Worth in them, as doth undeniably conſtitute 
them more excellent than their neighbours, and 
that an excelleat Spuiit is found in them,ſo as none 
of theſe tortures numbred up, Row.8.35.to the end, 
1$ able to ſeparate bet;vixe them and their love to 
God, and upiizhtneſs with and before him, 

C 4 W Jomes 


24 ) 
3. Sometimes the Lord doth by theſe Torwresl de 
take occaſion to heighten the honour of his own# * of 
Power, Arm, and Influence, which are day by day! w 
adminiſtered to bear up his children, when it is ma- © F; 
nife(t they have noexternal props to ſtay them up, it 
but are ont of weakneſs, made ſtrong. This brings our 77 
a more evident acknowledgement, That the | power \'p 
of Chriſt reſts upo» them, 2 Cor. 12.9. God is in them. n 
ef atrmth, 1Cor. 14. 25.[ts true, as long aS times and | Y i e 
providences hold to keep off pains from the body, # "Þ 
chains from the legs, (tripes from the back, famine | + O 
from the belly, other props and principles may be '7 ' 
x 
| 4 
c 
l 
q 
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preſumed to hear one up : but when there is no # 
Fruit in the Vine, no flock in the Field, no herd in | 


>. 
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the Stall, none (hut up nor left, yet chen fo rejoyce | ? 
in the Lord , to glory 1n tribulation, to accompt it 
all joy to fall into divers of them, and they great Þ 
ones ; this is convincing, that ſuch are kept, and % 
kept up, by the mighty Power of God; underneath 
ſuch muſt needs be everlaſting arms. What con- 
victions came upon the two great Monarchs, by the * : 
great ſupport the three Worthies and Danze! (ch.3. 
and ch.6.) had from the Lord,to yield their bodies * ' 
ro torment ! The former, becauſe they Would not 
Joyn with falſe worthip; the other, becauſe he | 
would not cealc pr a&titne the true : they gave olo- 
xy tothe God of keaven, and upon all occafions 
coritels,tiat an excellent Spirit was found 1nthem, 
4. Som 122times the Lord brings about this end by 
14t ; Þ he hereby brings forth a more plain and naked 
diſcovery 4 tac wickedneſs that 18 1n the world 
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25 ) | 
declarations of their deſign and temper, as" if no 
other than the diſpoſition of Lambs were inthem, 


' whereon they raiſe a name and repute of bene- 


factors, Luke 22.25.01 merciful Lords, and reckon 
it no ſmall part of their intereſt and buſineſs to 


raiſe and maintain in the ſpirits of people, the ſup- 
poſition.of ſome indelible marks of the nature and 
' majeſty of a Deity is ſtamped upon them, and ſu- 


tably, to get a reverence of them as moſt ſacred , 
when many times to open and undeceive the minds 
of poor ſouls held in ſuch blind devotion, the 
Lord lets them alone,and expoſes the bodies of his 
deareſt ones to their cruelty,that no man may glo- 
ry in men above what is written, but that coming 


Z to a plain diſcovery of men and things in their own 
Z evidence, as P/ſal. 36.2, the ſons of men, as well 
® asthe children of God, may breath after the Lords 
Z ariſing to rule the earth, and become the Gover- 
: nor among the Nations, : 


Thus we ſee for high ends, a olonous 


| advantage ſome are tortured, 


The Second Enquiry put, is, Why bat ſome ? men 


: would be gratified, and if God be ſo honoured, 
why not all tortured ? A few Reaſons Tay be conſi- 


dered here allo. 

1. There are but ſome tortured, becauſe God is 
pleaſed to accompt but ſome worthy to bear and 
wear the glory of being thus uſed for hig Name- 
ſake. There are ſome of whom the Lord ſaith, They 
ſhall walk with me 1» white, for they are worthy, Who 
are counted worthy to walk in white? Why, they who 
are come out of great tribulations, and have waſh- 
ed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
6 the /awb, Rev, 7.14. Though there be ſome points 
of 


% 


(25 ) | 
of hononr, of which it may be ſaid, this honor have Y; Fo 


22h 


all the Saints, Plal. x49. 9. yet it holds not true in {:; h 
this that ve ſpeak of, they who had the firſt ſtripes | © 
for the Name of Chriſt, rejoyced that they were count- © f 
ed worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, Acts 5,41 
They have marks of diftinguiſhing favour, who +5 
hear 1n their body the marks of the Lord Feſws, Gal.6. 
17. Alwayes carrying about in their body the dy- | 
ing of the Lord Jeſus, that the Life of Jeſus may | _ 
ſo much the more be magnified and manifeſted in 1 c 
their mortal fleſh, 2 Cor.q.,10,1r. f.- 
2, All are not tortured, becauſe the Lord ſees all of |. 
his Servants have not power to bear ſuch tryals ; as 
all men have not faith,fo all good men have not the F. 
like ſtrong faith, though they may have the like pre- | 
cious Faith. Their Faith may carry them to Hea- | 
ven.who yet may not have that degree and ſtrength | 
of Faith to carry them through Tortures to hea- / 
ven ; notthat they who have moſt, have any thing 
to boalt of above others, as being better than they, 
the differance 1s only in beltowing mercies, Which 
are diſtributed variouſly even as the Spirit will, 
x Cor,12,11, yet [til] a proportion of tryal is mea- 
ſured out ſutable to their firength, x Cor, 10, 13, 
for he knows out frames, and in meaſure doth de- 
hare withus,and as the day is, ſo our ſtrength thall | 
be, Dent.33.25. and even as there arc childrep, 
z0ung men, and Fathers in Carift, x Fohn 2,13. (0 
have theſe their tryals as they can, and that they 
may be able to bear them, ) 
3. All are nt tortured, becauie all are not called 
to be tortured ; tae Lord hath other imployments 
for ſome that thall as ſuſhciently prove their faith- 
fulneis, and improve their ſtrength, ag if they bad 
been 
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| (27) 
have |) p Y6cen cw: Some of the Saints may as really 
1e in | 4 f honour God in a Meeting, as others of them may 
ipes > on a Gibber, every member hath not the ſame of- 
WBt= "" fice (Rom. 12.4. 1 Cor.12. throughout) not the ſame 
+7. imploymenr, ſhall not by the ſame manner of do- 
Who ing, or dying, glorifie God, John 21, 19, God 
1.6, | ſceks for x mas to ſtand in. he 2ap, and make up 
dy- {the hedge, Ezck.22.30. Every man 1$ not looked 
Tl z for in that place of danger : it's good to be where 
- God looks for a man. 

[> 4. All are not tortured, becauſe the Lord will be 
l of ' magnified in diſtributing the tryals of the body of ' 
z AS ! Chri otherwayes than "he did the tryals of their 
the 1 Head : its true, the tortures that were laid on him 
re- > were to meet on him alone, he was to tread the 
Ca- | [ Wine-preſs alone, and of all the people there was 
St > none to help him ; they that thought they could 
£2- > drink the Cup he was to dripk, or be baptized with 
Ng > his Baptiſme, did not underiand themſelves : He 
"> | looked and there was none to help, & he wonder- 
CM * edthere was none to uphold, therefore his own 
Il, Arm brought him help, &c, But now in the fel- 
_ lowſbip and imilitude of Chriſts ſufferings aſſign- 


3 ed to the body, although there be a compleatneſs 
= of ſuffering appointed ro the whole, of which the 
Il > Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col.x.24. and though there be a 
D, cominon (pirit of fe[lowſhip and fimpathy of bear- 
0 ing one anothers burdens, through which they are 
d ail | baptized 1 into one body ; yet is there diftribu- 
) tion made of tnem, intro the various parts, each 
4 member having that afliened him, which infinite 
h wiſdom ſees proper for him, ſo that none may boaſk 
by againſt others,as if he had no need of them; though 


Paul had laboured and {uffered more than all, yer 
he 


(28) 


weakeſt, / have no need of thee, 


5, Laſtly, All are not tortured, becauſe the Lord 


will roll away the reproach, and remove the uſual 
ſtumbling-block which Satan raiſeth up to the tur- 
ning the weak out of the way of the Lord ; name- 
ly, That the enquiring after and profeſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt,doth indiſpenfibly necefſitate and bind over 


unto all manner of hardſhips ; ſuch can'never be 
1g reaſonable expeRation of good day more, but / 
muſt bid adicu to all creature comtorts,and eſpoule | 
, the quite contrary extremities: its true, A dyingto, . 
 2denying, nay, a hating of all our lower comforts 
1s required to be learned in the beginning of their 
way :who will be his Diſciples ; But whether they |: 
ſhall be actually put upon that tryal,and really de- | 


prived of them, is left to be diſpoſed of in the breſt 
and good pleaſure of him, who knows what part of 
the wrath of men,and ſuffering of Saints, will praiſe 
him ; and the remainder he will reſtrain, the ab- 
ſolute concluſion therefore of tumbling Sinners, 
and diſcouraging Saints, as if their bread would 
fail, and, as a Lion,he would break all their bones, 
are hence to b2 expelled, as having no juſt grouna 
to be ined on, as cal obltructions to our follows 
ing the Lord. Tempted Souls are apt to get their 
ſpirit quite worn out Vith a fearful expectation of 
the moit fiery tryals, waen as it may bethe Lord 
hath appointed no ſuch thing at all for them, and 
in their folloiving on' 1n this way, they have met 
with liccls or nothing of what they feared, A ﬀew 
Practical /zferexces here (hall cloſe up the Point. 
Uſe x. Is 1t ſo, that God nath appointed but ſome 
ts dz Tortured, nor all; it then vields ſome tay 
8S210(} 


he had not ſuffered all, and could not ſay to the E 
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2 cainſt thoſe ſurprizing amazements that are apt,e= 
Apecially in ſuch dayes as theſe, to (cize upon the 
ſpirits of people, who are looking toward Zion with 
their faces thither-ward; moſt good people are 
looking upon Penal Laws and Statutes made and 
Makivg againſt them; if they hold on in ſuch a pro- 
Feſſion as they have made hitherto of Chriſt Jeſus, 


1c. Zall muftbe baniſhed, all muſt be ſold as ſlaves, all 


r be. 
but * 


p 


$ 
* 
by 
v 
2 


oule | 
tO, . 


*muſt be impoverithed, impriſoned, or the like ; 
/- Why then,ſaith a poor creature,what ſhal I do? I can 
{never lie in a nalty priſon,being uſed to a ſoft bed, 
"+freſh air, good diet : Saith another, I ſhall never 
-.* endure another clymate, to have laſh and labour, 


=” that have been bred upin a Land and State of ful- 


neſs: I can never live 1t Tam forced to ſuch hun= 


;* cer and povetty as the Laws do threaten me) Why, 
” Soul, donot reaſon thus; thou knoweſt not what 
* ſupplies of ſtrength the Lord may furniſh thee 
- withal if he call thee to ſuch a condition, Out of 


weakneſs, many have been made ſtrong ; But beſidesy 
thou ſhould not fret thy ſelf with tuch an expeRta= 
tion, thou knowelt not that any patt of this ſhall 
be thy portion : Yes, yes, (will ſuch obje&a) Iam 
ſure if any man in the town or countrey, it will 
be me-3 ſuch and ſuch have particular enmities to 
me, &c, Why, yet thou knoiveſt not but the Lord 
may preſerve thee iD his way from ſuch rage of men 
and ſtrife of tongues ; thou may(t be of them 
whom God reſerves. Baruch cryed our, Wot me 
ow; for the Lord hath added grief to my ſorrow, &c, 
Fer. 45. 3. perhaps of the heavy and dangerous 
ſervice he was called upon to go where Jerewrab 
could not, ch.36.5.6, he feared ruine and tortures 
inevitably, yet God had wayes to hide him, v.26. 


uw, 


39 ) | 
and to give and ſecure him his life for a prey, ch,Ma1 
45.5, Moſes had many dreadful objeQtions and 
diſcouragements againſt going upon that thankleſs'*;; 
difficult, hazardous meſſage God ſent him on,Exod, | 
g,10, What am 1, verſ.11. they will ſay what hu 
Name, verſ{,13. They will not believe me, nor hearkes 
to my voice, Ch.4.1.1 am not eloquent,of a ſlow ſpeech, 
and of a ſlow tongue, verſ, 10. Send by whom thou | 7 
ſhowldeſt ſend, v.13, All ſpringing from fear of the # 
ues of the undertaking, and of the miſcarriage in| 
it, which when it came to be put in praQice;there f7 
Was not one of the feared things occurred in his '# 
path, though ſome other tryals did : Unbelieving 
fear of theſe dreadful conſequences of following i 
God,is very freitful, in forming Lions in the way, | 
2$ if there were no avoiding of them,or no reſtraint '# 
deſigned by that Arm waich ſetteth bounds to the |X 
Sea, Hitherto ſhalt thor: go,and no further ; there ſhall 
thy proud waves beſlayed, He bringeth the counſel of '* 
the Heathen to nonght, and maketh the devices of the 
people of none effeft, Pſal.33.10,11, Its not unuſual 
thatthey fall :n:0 their own net, whilſt we eſcape,Pſal. 
I4L.10, 

Ze 2, If itbs but ſome thatare Tortured, and 
they and diſtinguiſhed by the abſolute ſovereign- 
ty and gracious diſpoſal of the Lord, who appoints 
their call, anointing, and ſeaſon, as 1t pleaſeth him: 


on Whoſe will alſo rhe with-dirayment of infliences 


oy 9 


kereunto doth depend : Then it may caution you \ 
and me to take care how w2 judge of men that are 
affiftzdagr not allifted in point of exdaring tortnres, 
Its not the ſmall={t infirmity of this dzy, there is a 
preſent over-valuing ard yunder-valuing men and 
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8 31) 
y, chan ability to endure the tortures, that attend the 
$ and{tryal of their profeſſion: The perſons of ſome are had 
nkleſs 3» admiration becauſe of advantage above what ts writ- 
Exod, ten ;. and the perſons of others ſo diſpſed, as if God 
-is bu were not able to make them (tand ; that is a nceedful 
arken counſel in a cale not very different, Rom.11.18, 
eech, | Boaſf not againſt the branches, for if thou boaſteFt, thou 
| thoy | Tbeareſt not the root but the root thee; and the teaching 
f the #7 therein, hath been oftentimes enforced on me by 
&2 that determination cf our Lord, which is admitted 
2 frequently to take place at this day, ary that were 


1 his 3 laſt ſhall be firſt, and the firſt laſt: And it falls fre- 
ving b” quently under obſervation, That men, as well as 
ving | things, do very ſpeedily and often, counter- 
vay, [# march and ſhift places : Many tall Cedars, who 
2int [& gid'run well,ſuffer many things,gave great ground 
the # of perſwaſicn that they wonld have gone thorough, 
ball 7 have notwithſtanding at one point or other faulted, 


l of 7 geferted their ſtation, and ( as Sampſon) grown 
the | weak zs another man, When perhaps on the ſame 
124l | ground a poor weak believer, over-looked and di- 
al. lpiſed by moſt, hath obtained grace and ſirength from 

en high, to make good that poſt, and to walk from 


nd |; ftrength'to ſtrength in the Name of the Lord his 
n- © God. So that all glorying or being puffed vp for. 
ts one againſt another, is excluded here, Let not him 
a 3 boaſt that putterh on his Armoar. 

es | Hſe 3. Mult ſome be torturec, muſt all be tryed ; 
u \ isnottheday of the expectation of ereater things 
© than theſe yet over ? Then let us learn to prepare 


2 ourFaith and Patience,get on our Armour and gird 
2. : Iten; take heed hoiv you be draivn 1nto a fleep of 
} ſecurity from the preſent interval of Calm and 
; Ref, which the Lord is pleaſed hitherto to continue 
to 


(32) 
to you, in a very Wonderful manner; Some are (ik; 
not tortured yet) ſorely tryed and tempted, while/* 
you have your mercies and opportunities ſo peace." 
able about you ; you ſhould be reckoning this is a 
ſpace allowed you to gather courage, not to con- 
trac ruſt by reſt ; but laying up a ſtore againſt the 
evil day, that queſtion ſhould be Rill with us in a 
way of endeavouring 1ts reſolution, Seernp we look'. | 
for theſe things, what manner of People Fonld we 4 
be? Randing on our guard expeRting to be drawn 
forth,and ready to comply with that Call, #ho wili% 
riſe up for me againſt the evil-doers ? who will hand ny\ 7 
for me againſt the workers of miquity ? Pal. 49.16, 7 
in a faithful, humble, Lamb-like readineſs to fot-|* 
low Jeſus Chriſt, and witneſs for him, though it be |# 
In tortures, temprations, or wherever he goeth., 7 
But to proceed to ſome farther Obſervations in 8 7 | 
the words, Others were tortured, &c. It is imply- |? 
ed to make up the ſenſe at every ſentence, by Faith | ? 
they were ſo, although it be not ſoexpreſly named. ' 
By Faith they were tortured, by Faith they accept- | 
{.<d not deliverance; by Faith they looked for a 
better Reſurrection, all the famous doings, and # 
fearful undoings recorded in this Chapter, are to _ 
the honour of Faith, This expreſſion therefore that 
comes firſt ro hand, By Faith ſome were tortured ; 
may be conſidered tivo wayes, 

x, It hath a great truth in it, if we thus under- 
ſtand it by Faith (that is by means of their Faith, 
upon this occaſion and for this reaſon) they were | 
tortured, even their Faitn; This was the quarrel 
the Devil and World had with them, .2jz. They 
were men of Faith, Or elle, 
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(33) | 409 
2. The expreſſion may be thus underſtood.” By 
Faith they were tortured, that is, they were ſuppor- 
ted in and carried through their Tortures living or 
dying by their Faith; Thu was the ovittory that 0- 
vercame the world in all theſe tortures, ever their 


; Faith, I take this latter to be moſt immediately 
” aimed at in this place, and ſutably is my eye to 
2} proſecute it. Though I take the former not to be 
23 excluded, or at leaſt we may draw ſome uſeful 
£3 conſiderations from that ſenſe, By Faith, that is, 
> upon occaſion of their Faith, they were quarrelled 
*Z with, fingledout, and tortured by Satan and his 


6 = inſtruments : Great Faith expoſed them to great ſuf- 


£3 ferings: And ſoitisnow, and may afford us this 
= Odſervation, 


Do&R. 3. That a lively Faith poſſeſſed and pro- 


þ feſſed, i that which will enrage and engage the worlds 
* higheſt violence and cruelty on him that hath it, 


I intend a very brief diſpatch of this ( not be- 


2 ing ſo immediately perhaps intended in the words) 


and that by conſidering Faith, as contrating and 


- incurring this rage, in a two-fold ſenſe or re« 


ſpect. | | 
I, Conſider we this Faith unfeigned as it is 
poſſeſſed, or reſpecting its inward root and prin= 
ciple, as it dwelleth in the hidden-man of the 
heart in that vhich is incorruptible z againfi this, 
and a4 ſuch, doth the Prince of Darkneſs mainly 
bend his batteries. Its true, he brings his torments 
to bear upon the limbs and members of the Body, 
the ſenſitive part ; but nothing is more evident 
than that his deſign'lies farther, as appears by this, 
That if by the frights or feeling of theſe tortures 
he can but get in pollution and defilement upon 
ine 


- 


34 | 
the ſoul of a poor Saint ; if he can but corrupt that 


from the ſimplicity, or debauch that of the virgi- *# 


nity it hath with Chriſt, then 1s the offence of the 
Croſs ceaſed ,, the torments are all called off, the 
work is done, He 1s mad toſee any ſoul deliver- 
ed from his dominion, and tranſlated into the 
Kingdom of the dear Son of God, and there lives 
by this Faith on comforts, that he cannot inter- 
medle withal ; derives firength and influence, 
which he cannot obſtru&; is ated in a life,and on 
principles, and reaſonings, Which have a fixed and 
unalterable antipathy to his former courſes; nay, 
have vertue and ſucceſs to make refance to Satan, 
oftentimes to put him to flight, x Pet.5.9, Jam. 4.7. 
And thzs i the Villory that ſo frequently overcomes, 
zot only the World, 1 Joh. 5.4. but the Prince of the 
World, x Joh.4..4. Now there is little reaſon that 
we ſhould wonder to ſee Satan rage, and ina rage 
to bring his inſtruments of greateſt cruelty to bear 
upen a ſoul that lives by Faith above him, and in 
ſuch an advantagious way of conqueſt over him, 
z5the Gaces of Hell cannot prevail todo him real 
harm, to biirg him down from his excellency. But 
he Riil ft3nus on ground, and fights with inſtru- 
ments taat are invittble and 1nvincible; ſuch 
Births the Red Dragon watcheth to devour, caſts 
h:5 floogs after, ratieth war againſt, upon this foot 
of account, They krep the Commandments of God, 
ard the Faith of Feſu:, Upun this foundation alſo 
he exaiperates all his crew, acted by the ſpirit of 
this wWoria,Who are enforced to gnaw their tongues 


for patn, thatin all their on-(ers from generation 


t& generation, they could never come aty nor quell 
that pring anc not of action and (ſuffering, where- 
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| Feworſhip, Joh,4.22, Te are too ſuperſtitions: whom 
| D 2 


CE | 
by they have been ſo perpetually baffled, and aff 
their coſtly and promiſing attempts been bretichr 
to nought. Hence all their conſultations and en- 
deavours reſolve themſelves into this iſſue, To rid 
the world of them who by a conſtant Ready tetti- 
mony of their drawing vertue,as Olive-trees,frottt 


' the God of the Whole earth, being here in tors 


ments to them that dwell upon the earth. 

2, We may conſider Faith in its Profeſſion, of 
the Profefſion of our Faith ; that is to ſay, not c nly 
as it inwardly unites a ſoul to Chriſt, whereby he 
draws forth conſolations and aids to do ſo wonders 
fully on Gods behalf ; But alſo as it engages a be- 
liever to ſtand forth in the face of the World to 
teſtifie againſt it tHat its deeds are evil; bearing 
witneſs to the Holineſs and Faithfulneſs of God, 
in oppofition to the ſtream of the l[ults of men, 


| ; Thus it contracts rage to the utmoſt, Foh.7.7. Me 
' at bateth, becanſe I teſtifie of it that the works thereof 
 areevid. When the whole demeanour of a Chris 


ſian, both in point of Worſhip and Converſation, 
is kept on, ſo as not to be tempted to fall dow 
before the Idolatry on one band, or fall in with the 
debauchery on the other, which is propoſed undef 
Countenance,or impoſed by Law. The world can- 
not bear the words of ſuch a people, Amos 7. 10, 
&'c. Can the abomination of a people be offered 
up before their eyes,and will not thar Nation ſtone 
them? Exod.8.26, In this matter the Diſciple 1s 
not priviledged above his Loid, Joh, 15. 18, 19, 
The world will hate ſuch a people, as it hated tim, 
for witneiſing againſt their 1gnorance and ſupertit- 
tion, Ye worſhip ye know not what | we know what 


Je 


; 36 
þ Je ignorantly worſhip, him we declare to you, AQ 17, 
22,23, This is enough to get the world 1n an up- 
roar, This1s ſaid above, Rev.1 1,10. to torment 
them that dwell on the earth; theſe two Prophets 
that have no other weapons but the Blood of the 
Lamb,and the Word of their Teſtimony, the Teſti- 
mony cf Jeſus, which is the Spirit of Prophecy ; 
and in this Meſlage,and under this Anointing,wit- 3 
nefiing, though in a ſack- cloth, againſt theevils that Fe 
are in the world through uſt, lighting them, as | 
Gods Candleſticks, the way to heaven ; this tor- ''* 
ments men of earth. No wonder then that they 
torment you ; Why, your converſations, teſtimony, ©: 
profeſſion of your Faith, torments them, ('hri# ty» 
came not to feud peace inthe earth, but a ſword, Mat, * 
34- but afire, and what if ithe already kindled 2 


Lulp 12,49. Is Chriſt Celighred with ſuch con- * 
tention ? nothing leſs. But theſe are the conſe- þ 
quences of the luſts of men, irritated occahonally ' 7 


by the faithful rebukes of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
a practical profetiion of the Faith thereof jn "Cuch 
as embrace and obey it, - 

A word or two of Practical Improvement, and 
I ihill leave tins Pcint, 

Uſer. If Faith both in the Poſſeſſion and Profeſ- | 
{21 of 1t, be apt ro draw the rage of the world in 
th2 extremity of 1t upon you ; this ſpeaks the rea- 
fon-bleneſs of this Exhortation, that you give di- 
JIg<ace £0 it, that the Faith any of you profeſs, be 
Each nfeigued; 2 Tim.1.5, Since, 1 fay, Ohye 
profeſied Boheve rs, your Faith in God, and faith- 
fuineis to God, is that which you muſt expect 
Will enrage the world againlt you .; I beſeech you 
lauist;e bot your ſelves with any Faith ſhort of ſuch 
as 


37 ) 

28 will carry all the world in a way of victory be- 

fore it. I have thought that at this day there is no 

man ſo miſerable, as a profeſſor of Faith which is 

not right and real; he will contra the worlds , 

rave, anger, and diſpleaſure, becauſe he profeſſerh © 

| ſome Faith ; and he incurrs the Lords anger and 
diſpleaſure, becauſe he but profeſleth, becauſe he 
hath not true Faith, Fauh unfergned, Intereſt in 
former dayes, led ſome to protels at an high rate, 
and their credit engageth them noiv not to fetch 
taeir turns too (hoct upon It; but the worlds rage 
chargeth them ſo hot in the rear, that they cannot 
hold it, but arc forced in, by open Apcttacy, to 
da(h themſelves azainſt the thick Boſles of his 
Buckler. 

Hſe2, As it concerns you that your Faith be 
#nfergned, \o the like reaſon and neceſlity atiſeth 
from the Promiſes, that your Faith be unmxed, in 

'} yourpreſent conteſt with the world : that 1s, that 
wa. they may have nothing to charge you With, but 
your fingle Faith, and ſuch things as are the pro= 
per off-ſpring of it, and of faithfulneſs to God 
upon it, It was the admirable advantage Daxie/ 
had againſt the greatelt Council that day in the 
Ff- | world, Da#.6.4,5. They could find no occaſion againſt 
 bim foraſmuch as he was faithful, unleſs they could 


W 


= fond it againſt him 12 the Law of his God, The like 
6. had David againlt the envious and evil eye of Sant, 
be that God wag with him, and helped him 1n all his 
ye aftalrs wiſely and faithfully, 1 Sam,19, 12,14,15, 
þ. 28,29,30, There was no occation adininilited to 
wy them that ſought occafion. The contrary Waere- 
ou - Untois very detrimental to you, wnen they that 
oh purſue you have ground for that charge. Jer.50.7. 
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We offend not, becauſe they have ſinned againſt the 


Lord the habitation of Fuſtice, even God the hope of s 


their Fathers, See the Spirits ſtri& caution again(t 
this, 1 Pet.2,20, What Glory ts ut, if when ye are 
buffeted for your fanlts, you take it patiently? ſee 
c6.4.15, Oh ir will be your bleſſedneſs, that they 
who purine you, though they will not doit perhaps 
without a colour, yet they may do it without a 
cauſe, may have nought to charge you with than 
that which ( when their vizor- of Rhetorical elo- 
quence and inveRive malice is ſiript from it) xe- 
ſolves its ſelf in a ſober gracious eye into this, it 
is ror their being true to Jeſus Chritt, their Faith 
in him, their ſubjeRion to him, their adhering to 
his Cauſe, Name, Works, Inſtitutions. Such 2 
7>*crom Will render you at length more than a 
\OnNqQuUEIOTs 

{{': 3. Vake heed hoiv you admit a Parley with 
12 - Reaſonings, Which tend to prejudice you a- 
2antt believing, to make you think hardly, at leaſt 
to chink ſligacly of Faich, in that it involveth you 
in ſo many dangers and perplexities. Satan lies 
at a Bay to poſſeis you with offence, eſpecially in 
fuch daves as this: Chiift tells you, Theſe things 
have 1 ſpoken that you might not be offended ; Bleſſed 
fs he that ts not offended in me : But, Oh! how ſtrong 
are temptations © reaſon thus? Why, this way of 
Profeſſing, of Meetiog, of Exercifing, is the high 
wiy to Make me poor, 2 beggar, to undo me at 
lat, and waar ſhall I do thzn? Such Reaſoningg 
hive need be rejected with utmoſt abhorren- 
Cy. | 
#4. Theſe Conſiderations ſhould fweeten 
Heaven ena Glory to us ; If While we live by 
| Faith, 
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"7 miſeries on us, it ſhould quicken the edge of our 
" lJongings (not in a way of impatience neither) to 


( 39) 
Faith, we draw the World, and ſuch a world of 


be diſſolved and be with Chriſt, who is far better; 
Where ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away, where ſhall 


be no more death, neuther ſorrow, nor crying, neuher 


7 ſhall there be any more pain: for former things are paſt 


xy 


away, Rev- 21. 4. 

But to go ferward to another Point. By Faith 
ſome were, &c., Underſtanding it thus, that, by 
Faith, as the principle that bare them up and car- 
ried them through as conquerozssthey were tortured. 
This ſenſe of it 1s mott agreeable with the drift 
and deſign of the whole Chapter. The nobility 
of their Spirits commends the excellency of their 
Faith ; To be tortured, and bear it patiently, 1s 
well ; but ſo may many do from other Principles 
and Cauſes, they cannot tell polhbly how to 
eſcape; but now to chuſe affliction with the people 
of God, to become companions of them that are 
ſo uſed, to improve what God doth in it,and think 
this is beſt of all ; a Spirit thus managed, and de- 
meaning its ſelf through the (harps of it, com- 
mends the Fatih by which he doth it. By Faith they 
were tortured: the tortures on one hand,and temp- 
tings on the other, made no impreſſion, no altera- 
tion on them, they were the ſame as formerly, or 
rather much betrer. By Faith they were ſo L 
The Note 1s this. 

Dock, That the Faith of Gods Elect is of L41- 
wincible power to make them Conguerors tn all their 
tortures, ; 

What T have to ſay to the clearing up this 
Point, I ſhall offer, by endeavouring to theiv theſe 
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We offend not, becauſe they have fined againſt the 


their Fathers, See the Spirits ſtri& caution againit 
this, 1 Pet. 2.20, What Glory ts it, if when ye are 
buffeted for your fanlts, you take\it patiently? ſee 
5.4.15. Oh ir will be your bleſledneſs, that they 
who purtue you, though they will not do it perhaps 
wichout a colour, yet they may do it without @ 
cauſe, may have nought to charge you With than 
that which ( when their vizor of Rhetorical elo- 
quence and invetive malice is fiript from it) 1e- 
ſolves its telf in a ſober gracious eye into this, it 
3s tor heir being true to Jeſus Chriſt, their Faith 
in him, their ſubjecion to him, their adÞecing to 
his Cauſe, Name, Works, Inſtitutions. Sch 2 
>crom Will render you at length more than a 
\_,07qQuUerors 

1': 3. Take heed hoiv you admit a Parley with 
:'19 - Reaſonings, Which tend to prejudice you a- 
2aintt believing, to make you think hardly, at leaſt 
to chink ſligatly of Faich, in that it involveth you 
in ſo many dangeis and perplexities. Satan lies 
at a Bay to poſleis you with offence, eſpecially in 
fuch daves as this : Chiilt tells you, Theſe things 
have [ ſpoken that you 1m! ght not be offended ; Bleſſed 
i he that us not offended 1s me : Bur, Oh! how ſtrong 
are tempcations oo reaſon thus? Why, this.way of 
Profeſling, of Meeting, of Exerciſing, is the high 
wiy to make me poor, 2 beggar, to undo me at 
lait, and waar ſhall I do thzn? Such Reaſoningg 
hive need be rejected with utmoſt abhorren- 
Cy. | 
2:4, Theſe Confideraticons ſhould ſweeten 
Hezyen end Glory to us ; If while we live by 
Faith, 


Lord the habitation of Fuſtice, even God the hope of 


( 39 
Faith, we draw the World, and ſuch a world of 
miſeries on us, it ſhould quicken the edge of our 
tongings (not in a way of impatience neither) to 
be diflolved and be with Chriſt, who is far better: 
Where ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away, where ſhall 


be no more death, neuher ſorrow, nor cryung, neuher 


: ſhall there be any more pain: for former things are paſt 


away, Rev. 21. 4. 

But to go ferWard to another Point. By Faith 
ſome were, &c, Underſtanding it thus, that, by 
Faith, as the principle that bare them up and car- 
ried them through as conquerors,they were tortured. 
This ſenſe of it is Mott agreeable with the drift 
and defign of the whole Chapter, The nobility 
of their Spirits commends the excellency of their 
Faith ; To be tortured, and bear it patiently, 1s 
well; but ſo may many do from other Principles 
and Cauſes, they cannot tell pollibly how to 
eſcape; but now to chuſe affliction with the people 
of God, to become companions of them that are 
ſo uſed, to improve what God doth 1n it,and think 
this is beſt of all ; a Spirit thus managed, and de- 
meaning its ſelf through the (harps of it, com- 
mends the Fatih by which he doth it. 'By Faith they 
were tortured: the tortures on one hand, and temp- 
tings on the other, made no impreſſion, no altera- 
ticn on them, they were the ſame as formerly, or 
rather much betrer. By Faith they were ſo h 
The Note 1s this. 

Doc. That the Faith of Gods Eleit is of in- 
wvincible power to make them Conquerors tn all their 
tortares, 

What IT have to ſay to the clearing up this 
Point, I ſhall offer, by endeavouring to theiv theſe 
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40 
wo wayes wherein Faith contributes to the per- 
forming this high ſervice, 

1. Fauh doth contribute to bear up under tor- 
tures themſelves (and much more under leſs try- 
als, as impriſonment, baniſhment, &c.) by way of 
evidencing things to the Soul, which otherwiſe are 
not fo clear and ſubſtantial, as its the office of 
Faith to make them, Heb. 11.1. 

2, Faith contributes hereunto, by way of mi- 
nifiring influence and afliltance to the ſoul, ftreng- 
thening and heartning it to indure that which 
otherviſe would ſeem inſufferable, break and fink 
the Spirit- 

As for the former of theſe, Faiths proper ten- 
dency to give light and evidence to the ſoul, and 
by evidence to beget a conquering magnanimity, 
commends it ſelf tons as us converſant about a 
three-fold obje& or imployment, 

x. Faiths main evidencing work, 1s concerned 
about the grand Intereſt and Propriety- that the 
Soul hath in God, and God in him; to get this 
Caſe once cleared up beyond controverſie, and to 
maintain the foul in a ſatisfatory veiw of an in- 
terelt in Chiift, Where this 1s uncertain or cloud- 
ed up, the ſoul ſets upon ſuch hazards with much 
trembling, and good reaſon it ſhould do ſo, all 
things conſtlered, But where this Myſtery of 
1nion and Relation to Chriſt is cleared, to and by 
belicvingy, the ſoul becomes impregnable; as 
m2:3%t be abundantly made out by that triumph of 
Faith, xecorded exactly and accurately, Row.$.33, 
to tic end Can any of the initruments of tor- 
tuic or cruelty there ennumerated, ſeparate ſuch a 

gne £:02 the love of Gol, who ftands re 
an 


(4x) 
and undoubted upon Goſpel-grounds ? nay, He 
more than a Conqueror ; Tribalation,diſtreſs,perſe= 


Of = ation, famine, nakedneſs, peril, ſword, though all 
'y- Withe day long we be killed and counted as ſheep for the 
of F#ſlaughter ; yet can none of theſe, managed either 
re '#by men or Angels, do any thing of importance to 
of 'Fthe ſhaking of ſuch a one, When he arrives to that 
__ \Fpitch of triumph, Pſal.27.7, The Lord # my light 
l- Fand my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear ? the Lord « the 
;- Ffireugthof my life ; of whom (hall I be afraid ? You 
h '7 may 2ueſs how far he is hereby removed out of the 
k {? way of danger : inroads may be made upon him, 


& but he cannot be eafily moved, 

EK 2. Faith hath another matter to clearup in a 
E way of evidence, and by dojng it effectually, it 
Z contributes. exceeding encouragement. to a Be- 
þ7 liever to endure torments ; namely, it evidenceth 
3 the Truth, and Goodneſs, and the {pecial Relation 
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that God hath to the Cauſe that it ſuffers in, from 

> all the clouds, aſperfions, and calumnies that men 
would caſt noponit. I do not ſay- that Faith can 
” make a bad cauſe good, but it can make an obſcure 
Cauſe clear. It is not enough that a Chriſtian 
have the clearneſs of a+ perſonal intereſt. in the 
Lord, when he comes to endure torment 3 but it 
' 1s needful that: he have the clearneſs of a 290d 
- Cauſe, and a good Call, that he ſuffers on, or elſe 
he may ſuffer as an evil-doer, and what thank will 
that be ? the truth and goodneſs of his Cauſe needs 
then to be cleared ; and Faith is of ſingular eſfi- 
Cacy this Way, when perhaps the wiidom and de- 
viliſh policy of men have been at work with op- 
probrious reproaches to vilifie it, or ſome time - 

| fervipg Apoſiates, with their ſophiltical arguinge, 
b and 
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and ſcholaſtical diſtin&ions,as Fenner and Fambres, ſpec 
to invalidate and refit the Truth ; to which ſerviceen 
Scriptures, and Arguments are not wanting to be Mel 
wrelted,for the perverting the plain wayes of God, Fee 
when the caſe 1s ſo, and a poor Chriſtian is fre-/ ya! 
quently ſo afſailed and baited with them, that he; #hc 
knows not how to give a diftin&, ſatisfaRory,con-3.g 
vincing anſwer to all theſe ſophiſms ; nay,perhaps /* 
cannot demonſtrably extricate himſelf from all. 
che ſubtle entanglements that of this kind may | 
be drawn about him. Now is it the office of Faith 
toclear up the innate goodneſs and truth of thee 
principles it ſuffers on, that at leaſt to its own} 
ſatisfaction the ſoul is abundantly cleared and con-| 
vinced therein, and united thereunto : And this be 
hath helped the Martyrs of Chriſt to bear ſo bold a Mni 
reſtimony to divers Truths,of which they were not at. 
able to make a ſcholaſtical defence by way of diſ-|* 
putation, yet could ſet to their ſeal by dying, or Fev 
ſuſtaining any tortures, — When this point isÞ 
once ſatisfactonily evidenced, that the Cauſe is |} 
Gods, that Jeſus Chriſt is intereſted and imbarkzd |? th 
In it, it gives ſtrong conſolation. What anen- |. 
couragement Was that, 2 Chroy.20,r5, Be xot diſ- || th 
mayed at this great multitude; for the battel is not © ar 
ours, but Gods, So Was it to David with the Phi- th 
liſtine, 1 Sam.17,47. The battel ts the Lords, When | 

2 ſoul can ſee God not only intereited with it, but : 
rally more deeply intereſted and concerned than | fe 
its ſelf 18, 1t yields full aflurance of good ſucceſs * tl 
at lait. 7 k»ow the Lord will maintain the Canſe of | © 
the Aﬀuicted, and the Right of the Poor, Pal. 149. t 
12, becauſe 1t can intitle God to it, Pſal. 74. 22, C 
Ariſe, O God, plead thy own Cauſe, This alſo will 
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43 
wbrer, eget adread on the ſoul, how it gives way to any 
rviceſFemptation to betray it. This Truth, this Pro- 
to b:Mefſion, however men call it little, however it may 
God, Feem I may be ſaved without it, its no point of Sal- 


: 


fre. yation ; yet it being Chriſt's more than mine, 
at he] though committed to my truſt, to deny it, is to de- 


con. ay Chriſt; and to betray it, is to betray Chriſt : 
haps //gnd though (as the common cry is) none ever ſuf- 
2 all. ered upon ſuch a point, none in the paſt generati- 
may Þn ran the adventure of tortures on ſuch an afſer- 
aithMion ; yet the ſoul, by believing, being brought to 

the ſee Chriks intereſt init, and relation to it, and 
ovn hat perhaps this is the day deſigned to bring forth 
con- a proof to the goodneſs and worth of it, a ſoul 


decomes not only engaged, but inſeperably u- 
Fnited, and impregnably ſer for the defence of 
"2 (, 
3. Faith hath a further work to do in point of 
Fevidence, and thereby adminiſters abundance of 
Iftrength to a weak Chriftian to encCure any tortures 
qfor the Lords ſake, and that is, gives evidence of 
| the real nothingneſs thar there 1s in whatſoever 
en- | the adverſary is able to do in point of torment, if 
{;/- {the matter be indeed laid upon a right ballance, 
ot and held with an impartial and Ready hand ; and 
h1- "that in theſe Three reſpects : 

en! x, Faith is called into Counſel, (1n the exclu- 
nt + fjon of the reaſonings of fleth and blood) it mant- 
an | fefts abundance of winde and emptineſs in all the 
eſs ” threatnings of the ſons of men; What tney ſay 
of © of this kind, are but great ſwelling Words of vanit- 
0. | ty, an empty ſound, of little affrighting fgnift- 
2, cation, Knoweſt thou not (ſaith Pilate) that 1 have 
Il power to crucific thee, and power torelcaſe thee? He 
& of would 


" T100) 
would willingly have had his majeſty and threat 
nings very tertible ; bur what is Chriſt's anſwer} 
T hog couldeſt have no power except ut were grven the 


from above, The power the Devil himielf hath 2 
though he be the Prince of the Air, cannot get 5... 
ver an hedge without ſpecial Commiſſon,T hou hij af 


(faith he concerning Fob )* made an hedge about hin® Me 
Hence it is, that when their threatnings and pref, , 
parations have been to heat the Furnace ſever; 
times hotter ; they feared not the wrath of theÞ.. 
King, as ſeeing him that is inviſible, Our God who, 
we ſerve 1s able to deliver w, able to divert thatf 
fiery threatning ; and if he will not do ſo, yet ableKy; 
to bring us out again, Theſe threatnings, en-Þ.c 
creaſe the cry for boldneſs. ad 
2, Faith helps the ſoul to ſee that all their pro-M©. 
fers and tenders of deliverance, of honour, of pre-# ” 
ferment, or whatever elſe ſuch poor worms can, 
mention, 1s 25 meer 4 vapour as the other : When ,, 
Satan made the tender to Chriſt, All this will I givetl q 
thee; all this power, faith he, will I give thee,®) , 
and the glory of them, for that is delivered unto} 
me, and to whomſoever I will give it; if there-}; , 
fore thou wilt fall down before me, all ſhall be/} 
i 


i 


thine, Lake 4. 6, 7. Our reaſon would have ac-* 


cepted it. Chriſt hath the promiſe of the World, : 
only Satan hath the poſſeſſion of it, and muſt be (7 
expulſed by main force ; now at this juncture, one * 
bow will do it; and were it not better vail once, 7 
than from generation to generation be in a con- 
tinual conteſt forit, and his ſeed expoſed to ſuch , 
tortures to obtain and maintain the ground that 13 
thus gradually gotten > No, Jeſus wiil not value 
21l the ſupremacy the Devil could ſurrender in the 
World, 


threzt | I. : 
nſve; M orld, worth one boiv to obtain 1t ; Get thee behind 


Jen th We S4t4n, verſ\.8, 
Ls , | 3. Faithinlike manner makes evident that all 
he terms, articles, and propoſals of adverſaries, 


A : | 
Lays at ſeem very little and innocent, upon which 
i hi. (cir tortures are to be eſcaped, and their favours 


d preb brained,are very dangerow things ; a bow or cringe . 
ſever! 2 diſtance may ſcem a ſmall matter, for the 
fol braining ſuch advantage, but Chriſt ſees it too 
wh $<at to give to Satan, for the _ the glory of 
ah arth or heaven either, A bow to the golden 
© ab}. mage from the three Worthies, ſeems a ſmall 

"King to reaſon, but its too hard to the reaſoning 
\ Nf Faith, A bow to Haman from Mordecat in the 
pr vate, 184 ſmall matter in aneye of wiſdom and 

"prudence, but to Faith it may not be yielded. 
PIC-"F Daniels retirement to mental devotions, ſeems but 
ſhenll rational ; but if that be the only terms of deliver- 

7 ance, in the omiſſion of poſitive inflituted Wor. 


hy ſhip, Faith ſayes the articles are too hard to be 
">" accepted of. — Bur of this more hereafter, 


” 2, Butas Faith yields ſaccour, by ſuch a way of 
t* evidencing to the underſtanding and judgement 


oy = things that are obſcure, the clearing up of which 
C7 have ſuch adireR tendency to beget courage ; So, 


2 inth. 5econd place, doth Faithgreatly aid, by 
! miniftring fluence, and thereby bringing power 
; andvertue with it, in furthering divers bleſſed 
--2 7 properties and qualities in the ſou], wherewith it 
receives ability to do, and to bear wonderful and 
"|| inſupportable things, when the Lord calls therc= 
; unto; As for inſtance in a few Particulars, 

1. Faith contributes toward this ſupport by way 
of influence, in that Faith brings with it, as its 
* hit 


yy 


Ln, © | 
46 ) ; 
firſt born fruit, Peace paſſing all #nderſlayding, RoyW*! 
5. I, It draws all the tumultuating thoughts of fv? 
poor creature into ſuch a calm and compolure, thi 
though the outward man decay, yet the inner my 
1s reneived day by day, 2 Cor,4.16, Though th 
bones be broken, pain and tortures come on, yi 
the inner man Tetairs its ſweetneſs, quietneſs,3 hi 
ſerenity and undiſturbedneſs; and when thus tha" 
mind is quiet, the man is invincible. OF the 
office of Faith, as it works Peace, I do not now in 
tend to treat, the Scripture is full of 1t, Rom. 5 1 
Iſa.26. 3. Thou wilt keep him in perfett peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtaid on thee, becauſe be truſteth in thee F* 
Through this mind-ſurpaſſing peace, the heart andÞ 
thoughts are kept in Chriſt Jeſus, Where this” 
S{ortous work 1s done, it 1s not the extending thef 
external parts of a poor man that can intermedleF* 
with his joy. This joy of the Lord is his trength, &* 
he can glorifie the Lord in the fires, exerciſe all 
patience and lono-ſuffzring with joyfulneſs, gi-E 
ving thanks to the Father, There is indeed in the &* 
world, ſometimes to be ſeen amcng carnal men, a |" 
certain greatneſs of ſpirit, whereby they do paſs f 7 
through tortures, to the ſhame of many who pro- [;/* 
feſs better principles ;- but alas! this1s lictle bet- 'X 
ter than a meer fupifaction of their ſenſes; it be- * 
ſots them; 1s as the vinegar and gall they were 
wont to give to g1en 6n the Croſs, to deaden their 
ſenſes to their Join : The ſpirit of this world. 
doth ſo wrap up their thoughts, rhat they are as if 
they had took that ſleeping drink, mentioned, Prov, 
31.7. Drizh and forget their poverty, and remember 
their miſery nomore, This 1s rather an impriſon- 
109, ihaa a calming of their ſpirits; they __—_ 
(NeLT 
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eir ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern betwixt good and 
11, but rather benummed. Whereas this Peace of 
hich I am treating ( as Chriſt ſaith ) 7x patience 
We ſeth the ſon! : A man is ſaid to poſſeſs his ſoul 
gh then he hath the command and diſpoſal of all his 
D, yeoughts and faculties accordivg to the beſt reaſon, 
tneſF his, in the caſe 1n hand, is only the cff-ſpring of 
1s thi fixed Faith, and admirably advantagious in ſwſtatz= 
Ff thipeg forments. : : : 

winks 2. Faith contributes :7fiuentielly, not only as it 
4.5 1, Wdegets peace, but alſo as it brings the ſoul up to a 
whoſe$<rtain reſignedneſcunto God, to a Willingneſs to be 
1h, $1 Gods diipoſe ; here am I, let him do with me 
t ang{Fybar ſeemeth good in his fight : That which makes 
this orments to be rortures indeed, 1s When the mem- 
> the fPe1s draw one way, and the mind another; bur 
<d{e F$vhen the ſoul comes to be fully yielded upto di- 
oth, Fine pleaſure, this makes tortures become #9 tor- 


 a1jF-res, or at leaſt to become /eſstortures, You ſee this 


oj. {eminently ſet forth 1n the Captain of our Salvation 
5 
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tempted as are we, while the humane nature would 
\aſs | have made choiſe of that requeſt, Father ſave me 
0. from thus hour, Joh-12.27, then was his Soul trou- 
'Zbled, all was dark and intollerable ; But when he 
Zfxeth in that refignedneſs, For this canſe came I to 
re 3 this hour, Father glorifie thy Name ; then are there 
** not only Oracles of approbation, giving aid from 

14 _ | the moſt excellent Glory, but the Baptiim he hath 
:© | before him, how is he pained ere it be accompliſh- 
ed, And ſo in the very offering 1ts ſelf, we iee 

' how his reſignation expedited his tortures, he was 
dead ſooner than the reſt : - for when the Souldiers 
came to break the bones of the thieves, they brake 

| not 


_—_ 
not bis bones ; why ? becauſe he was dead already, 
How ſo? Why he ſaid, Ut was finiſhed. bowed hit = 
head, gave up the Ghoſt, and ſaid, Father, zxto thy fe 
hands I commend my Spirit, Luke 23.46, Wherey 
the others abode in a conteſt till the laſt gaſp *cwixt 1 
ſpirit and members, loth to part, much work let; 
undone, had no certainty (one at leaſt) of reſt fo 
bis ſoul. This makes ſore conflicts in times | 
torment ; whereas on the contrary, how ſweet i; b 
that yielding up all to God, mentioned 7/a.50.5,6| 
I was not rebellions, neuher turned away back; but 

gave my back to the ſmiters, &c. Sochap. 53.7, 
He opened not bis month, but tis brought as a Lamb tt 
the ſlaughter, &c. This ſubduedneis to the will of 

God, by the dominion of Fazth, then is of exceed. 

ing moment to {trengthen us to the induring theſ: 

Eorments. ; PB 

3. Faith doth influence the ſoul to bear tor-% 
ments notadly, by bringing and encreafing a cer-® 
tain greatreſs and nobility, a largneſs and publick-% 
neſs of ſþ:rt on it more than formerly. Shall ſuch af 
man 451 flee? Nen.6.11, It begets a largeneſs of# 
heart, in ſome degree anſwering that of Solomon, #! 

x Kivgs 4. 24. unto which a baſe ſhrinking is ex- | 
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ceeding contrary and loathſome, eſpecially con-! 
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Gdering by, and for whom, and to the intereſt of 
whoſe Name 1t 15 engaged, Its marvelous to con- 7 
ſider what many have endured to gratifie the lu ; © 
of a great man, 2 S4m..2.14,15,16, to provide for } 
their families, to afſert-the liberties of their Couns-! 
try, and the like ; and 1s not the will, pleaſure, | 
honour of Jeſus Chriſt of Far greater moment to (© 
be witnefled unto to the highelt ? It was a gallant * 
ſpuic in Joab, which encouraged the people, , 
2 Sams 
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7; Redfaitly into Heaven, was not diſmayed at the 
3 frowns, threats, tortures of his fierce adverſaries, 


[ready, 


2 Sam,10.12, Be of good courage, let us play the min 
for our people, and for the Cities of our God, and tha 
Lord do that which ſeemeth him good : The like rea- 
ſonings will Faith ſuggeſt to beget reſolutions, I 
have nov an opportunity, Which I may never have 
again, to play the man , the Chriſtian, the Be- 
lever, for my God, my Chriſt, for his Goſpel, hig 
Inſtitutions, his Cauſe and Intereſt, What can 


5,6. be too hot or heavy to be done or ſuffered upon this 


accomprt ? 

4. Faith influenceth notably in this matter, by 
ojving the ſoul a proſpeR into, and a fore. taſte of 
that better ReſurreRion, realizing and rendring 
ſubſtantial the promiſed Glory thereof vanto it. 
It's remarked of our Lord, that for the joy that was 
ſet before him, he indured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the 


: 7 ſhame, Heb.12.2. Moſes, when he was threatned, 
or- 

1 his eye to the recompence of reward, chap. 11.26,27, 
1cK- t 


indured, 4s ſeeing him that inviſible, and having 


T hey took_joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods who know 
in themſelves they have in Heaven a better and more 
induring ſubſtance, chap, 10,34. Stephen looking 


Atts 7.55,56. 

I ſhall only draw this into an Applicatory Im- 
provement briefly,” and paſs along upon the 
whole of what hath been ſaid to this Head. 

Uſe. You are with a very loud voice, men and 
Brechren, exhorted and beſeeched, to give all dili- 
vence tothe Concernments of your Faith, Above 
all your gettings,covet a true, lively, Goſpel-faith; 
above all your keepings, ſtrive to hold faft, and 
contend earneſtly for this Faith, If ever there 

; E | Wars 
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were dayes that called loud for the Life of the 
Faith of the Son of God, theſe dayes call for ir. 
I had fainted (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) unleſs I bad believ- 
ed: And tiuly you will be apt to faint in the day 
of adverſity, as if your ſtrength were ſmall where 
your Faith 1s not good. Take heed therefore of 
all things that may cither adulterate it from its 
fimplicity, or top and obſtrudt it from its growth, 


God hath begun to exerciſe your ſouls, and to 


you have not yet reſted unto blood, unto tor- 
tures, 4'$ others have, and you ( at leaſt ſome of 
you) may. The grand Queſtion your ſouls ſhould 
purſue to a full and ſatisfactory reſolution, is, 
What ſtock have you, proportionable to ſuch an 
expectation ? Here I ſhall propound theſe Two 
Exhortations. 

1, Prove your Faith, 

2. Improve your Faith, 

1, Prove your Faith, or take it in the Exhorta« 
tion, 2 Cor.13.5, Examine your ſelves, whether you 
are in the Faith ; prove your own ſelves: Do not 
take up principles upon truſt, per{Waſions of a good 
condition upon truſt, in a day when you are at 
the point cf being put upon fiery tryals ;, Every 
wars work, muſt be tryed ; the time is come that 
judgument mult begin at the Houſe of God, Every 
one muſt bear his own burden, Here you would 
be directed particularly to ſee, (x) That your 
Faith be true, (2) That your Fauh be firong, 
(x) That it be true; feigned Faith will bever bur 
facing Comforts z. nay, as was ſaid, It will do 
__ greater miiciief in ſuch a day, than no Faith at 
,7al, Here Evidences would de needful for diſco- 
| VOY 
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very,and Arguments with DireRions, for exhorta- 
tion, that ſouls who upon the tryal find themſelves 
ſhort, would not firike off through diſcourage= 
ments ; but rgther ſtrike up with ſo much the more 
diligence to make their Calling and EleRion ſure, 
for helps, 1n order whereunto they muſt at preſent 
be referred to what hath been offered in other ex- 
erciſes : The like might be offered to preſs you to 
look after ſtrength of faith. | D 

2, Be exhorted, yjuch of you as find that good 
work of Faith with any power in your ſouls, that 
you do rot let it [ye by you, as a Talent in a 
Napkin, or as the Sword behind the Ephod, fince 
there 1s none to it, to make you valiant to do ex- 
ploits: Oh ! be much in this work of drawing 
it forth upon conſtant, quick, and lively exerciſe ; 
as namely, 

i, Improve your Faith againſt your Fears, It hath 
2 ſoveraign and excellent vertue that way, inthe 
experiences of all the Saints, As perfe& Love 
caſteth out Fear, ſo doth perfect Fazth ; indeed it 
is Faith working by Love only doth it: What time 
Tam afraid, I will traſt inthee. In the Lord I have 
put my truſt, I will not fear what man cas. do unto me, 
Have Faith upon its principallity of exerciſe,when 
the floods of ungodly men are apt to make a» 
fraid. 

2. Improve your Faith againſt all your offences 
and murmurings that you meet withal in your 
ſouls, occaſioned and multiplied by the ftumbling- 
blocks of the day. Proper Dotrines cannot be 
preached, proper Duties cannot be practiſed, pyo- 
per Truths cannot be profefled , but Satan raiſerh 
up multitudes of ObjeRtions againſt them, of 
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which this uſually % Rpt the maſtery, Spare thy 
{elf ; they reſolve themſelves into this uſually as 
their bearing reaſon, The fear of man, In ſuch a 
time, how needful is that Character, to be found, 
Great peace have they that love thy Law,and Nothing 
thall offend them, Pia. 119, 165, When tribulati- 
on and petlecution for the Word cometh, how by 
and by men are offended, Mat. 13.21. Ir was 
one great part of Chriſt's care at parting with his 
Diſciples, that they thould not be offended, at 
mens putting them out of the Synagogues, and 
thinking they do God good ſervice in killing them, 
Fohn 16, 1, 2, When Fohn was in priſon, it is not 
cake to anſwer the queſtions, nor to remove the 
offences that ariſe upon it, Whether Chriſt be the 
Carift or no ? But bleſſed #5 he (ſaith Chriſt) that 5 
»6t offended in me, Mar. 11.6. Oh! improve your 

Faith againlt theſe fiumbling oftences. 
3+ Improve your Faith unto a full conqueſt of the 
Wolld, and che things that are therein, reſpe&ing 
ail the afrightments and allurements of 1it,. as it 
preſents and prefleth you with 1ts objects of love 
and fear, Oh! 1n ſuch ttaggenns times, the dirt 
that clogs the feet of a Beijtever, the thick clay, 
that either in «ct or deſire he 15 butied to load him- 
i=!f withal, 1s extreamly cerrimental to raking 
{trc320t fteps to your feet: How eatily did the pre- 
fent evil World draw Demas, J das, and divers 0- 
$0CYS, tO 2a detraying, cenying, deterting their h12h 


Dickeiiion 2 The victory that overcomes this {you 
1\C 22ar6) 18 your Faith, 

{mprove your Faith againit all the filthineſs 

- 1he ein and of the ſpur + ler ſuca as name 
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2 little Gin will deſtroy a great deal of valour; 
whereas holineſs carried on towards its perfection 
in the fear of God, will yield encreafes of (firength 
and ſecurity againſt the worſt that man can do un- 
to you, for who #5 he can harm you, if you be followers 
of that which 1s good ? Holineſs will ſecure you from 
harm : They who torture you, 1f they cannot de- 
file you, cannot deſtroy you ; they may kill you, 
but cannot hurt you ; you ſhall not be hurt of the 
ſecond death, And 1n as much as you are fre- 
quently ſhewed what power Faith improved hath to 
promote holineſs,the Lord make you faithful here- 
1N, | 

Thus far hath been ſpoken to ſet forth the excel- 
lent and admirable nature of believing, conſidered 
10 1ts encounters With, and conqueſt over torments, 
It remains, that we now take into view its vertue 
and excellency, as it conflicts with, and gets ſuc- 
7 ceſs againſt another adverſary, no leſs difficult to 
. {4 be attempted than tortures be, no leſs apt to over- 
 '7 come, and that is, the tempting tenders of Delz- 
 veraxce. And hereinis tne greatneſs of the atchieys 
ment, that the Faub witch enabled them to bear 
tortwres Without orudging, enabled them to refuſe 
the tenders of delrwverance With- 
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ance, D2ltverance very come 


pleat; and is here applyed to Ggnine ſuch 2 delie 


verance as did not only conhilt in a meer zelaxatie 
2N of the torment, as ſuppoting inem to beupen 
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the Rack, in ſuch a caſe when the finews begin to 


that may for a time ſeem to gain upon a meer man, 


yet ſuch may the caſe be, that ſuch deliverance |} 
may be worſe than death its ſelf: You reade in Þ7 


Rev, 9. 5,6. of a torment, in which men ſhall ſeek 
death, and ſhall not findit; and ſhall deſire to 
die, and it ſhall flee from them, Implying, that 
ſuch may be the rorment on a poor creature, as that 
to be killed out-right, 1s better than to be ſpared ; 
Knock me in the head rather than let me live thus 
in Torture. But the deliverance here is full del;- 
werauce, 2 being reduced to a ſtate of eale, reſt, 
and quiet; together With any other accommoda- 
tions that can be deſired to-compleat it ; All this 
will I give thee, Credit, Trade, Prefermenr, Ap- 
plauſe, and what not ? 

[ They accepted it not, | They did not give it 
friendly entertainment, ſuch as one would ſhew to 
a ſtranger when he hath been long abſent, They 
were at ſlich 2 pitch of raiſedneſs, that they would 
oeive ſuch deliverance, deliverance on ſuch terms, 
not any friendly welcome, or entertainment, that 
other men, perhaps, would gladly do, they could 
not ſalute it, bid it, God ſpeed, could be in no 
fellowſhipwith it, 

{ That they might obtain | The word doth not 
fionifie any expectation, that they had, or could 
have of dealing With the hope of the ReſurreRion 
wpon the terms of [iti merit, As if there were 
any equality ox proportion betwixt their enduring 


ſnap, and the joynts to ſever one from another ; | 
if nothing more ere offered in the deliverance 
but meerly to let down the rack and take off the 7 
creature from the extremity of torment, though L 
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tortares,and their receiving the Reſurreftion ; nay; 
& when they have done all, left all, ſuffered all, they 
ZZ are unprofitable ſervants; but only thus, in thus 
2Z Randing under torments, thus withſtanding deli- 
= verance upon unworthy terms, they were in the 
23 Lord's path of expeRing the comfortable fore- 
7 taſtes now, and aſſurances of a further slory. 
FZ {| A better Reſurrettion | Paul prefled hard to 
2Z obtain the ReſurreRion from the dead, Phil.3.11, 
23 which is not only a Reſurrection of the dead, both 
7 of the juſt and unjuſt, but that which is called, rhe 
# firſt Reſurrettion, Rev.20,6, for, the dead 1n Chrift 
* ſhallriſe firſt, I Theſ. 4, 16, They which are Chriſts 
at his coming, 1 Cor. 15, 23, For them that ſleep in 
Chris, fhall God bring with him. This is called the 
Better Reſurreition ; not only better than their tor= 
ments, but better than their proffered Deliver= 
ance, 

The main Point that I ſball propound to be 
handled from the words, is this ; 

Do&.s5. That it 15 nole(s the excellency of Fauh 
to rejelt the tempting Tenders, than to ſuſtainthe cruel 
| Torturesof a trying Day, 

' The ſuppoſition 1sof a perſon put upon this D:. 
lemma, he is brought into a condition of torturing, 
be 1t attualy ſo to his feeling, or only vertwually 1n 
the threats or Las that repreſent them at hand, 
or to his fears. In this condition he hath two offers, 
tivo texders made tohim: Firſt, the tender of the 
T ort4rer,and he offers Deliverance, full and com- 
pleat deliverance. Secondly, the tender of the 
Comforter, and he offers the Reſurretion. And 
now the manis puttoit, Will you comply with the 
\ defignof the Torturer,and you ſhall have Deliverance? 
| E 4 Or, 
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Or, will you adbere to the deſign of the Comforter, and » 
you ſhall have (perhaps not any eaſe, mitigation,butÞ rig! 
rather an increaſe of pain ; But) at /e»gth, a lot in 


{up 


the end of the dayes, un the Reſurreftion 2 Look to? int 
your choice, let your choice be the off-ſpring of a '} 32 
well-deliberated and digeſted judgment upon the 77 mi 


caſc. . Now here lies the excellency of believing, |? 
in fixing the ſoul upon principles of the higheſt rea= 
ſon ; to cleave to this (the Reſurrettion ) is better. ® 
When ſenſe comes in with its judgment, life is '} 
ſweet, Skin for shin, and all a man hath he will give | 


for hts life, The body ts more worth than food, and the 
life than raiment, Death is a King of terrers, Banith- 
ment is teirible, tortures intollerable, hunger in- 
ſufferable ; Spare thy ſelf, this evil ſhall not over- 
take thee. What ſaith Friends, Wife, Children, 
Oh! do not diſgrace your ſelf, do not deſliroy us ; men 
will praiſe thee when thou doſt well for thy ſelf. Bur 
whar ſaith Faith ? | Ah, will a carnal heart ſay, I 
hate himyfor he never ſpeaks 200d to me, but evil. ] 
Well, but what will it ſay? Why, there is a glo- 
nous Reſurreftion that will repair all tortured bo- 
dies, tottered limbs, maſſacred members, will all be 
done up better in the Reſurrection? And in mean 
time, theſe light 2fliftions are but for a moment, 
and not worthy to be'compared with that glory 
which 1s ready to be revealed in us. Scorn the 
rgortwrer, {light the render ; reject the offer at man's 
hand, itis and hath a lye in the right hand : fall 
into the hards of the Lord, commir the keeping 
of thy ſoul to him in well-doing, as into the hands 
of a faithful Creator : be aflured he 1s able to keep 
that which is committed to him againſt that day. 
T7 his 18 an hard ſaying, fteſh cannot bear jr, bt Faith 
£20 and doth, | gNow 
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67 
Now, that we may not miſcarry or offend on the 
right hand nor on the left in this narrow-point, I 
ſuppoſe it may be requiſite to draw the matter thus 


"Z into Conſideration ; Deliverance from tortures, 


and conſequently from any other, or leſſer tryals, 
may be conſidered Three wayes. 

1. Ina fimple and abſtrat Notion in its ſelf, 
unclothed of other circumſtances and dependen- 
cies, and then we (hall ſee what acceptance Faith 
will give to 1t when tendered, 

2, We are to conſider Deliveranccas in the tor- 
turers hand and deſign, as an Engine or Inftrument 
fo carry on the {ame end, which he attempted to 
extort by torments 5 namely, to bereave the man of 
his Teſtimony. 

3» We may confider Deliverance, as it ſtands 
compared with, and oppoſed to the better Reſur- 
reftion ; theſe Two ſtanding in competition in their 
tender, — 

Now in each of theſe reſpects, there are ſeyenal 
confiderable Truths to be taken notice of, eſpect- 
ally in ſuch times of attempts, to debauch all man- 
ner of Wayes. 

x. For firlt of all, If we conſider Deliverance 
apart from the projects and defigns of men, who 
are tempting and attempting by it, to bring abour 
their ends, upon a poor tortured Child of God ; 
I ſay, take it in aſingle and abliract notion, apatt 
from ſuch entanglements, and the matter acmits 
of a very valt difference in the judgment, and to 
the acceptation of, Fatth, For if the caſe can be 
clearly and truly ſo tated, Faith can and muſt ace 
cept deliverance with all thankfulneſs, with ho- 
BoOur to God, and with great advantage to the ſoul 
CON 
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concernedin it. —— And therefore as we paſs 
along, I would willingly ſpeak a little diſtin@ly to 
this caſe, that ſome ſtop and pregention may be 
put to the pre judice, that may otherwiſe ariſe upon 
a rigid infilting on this DoErine; as if the ten- 
dency of Faith 1n times of tryal, were inevitably 
to run all upon the Rocks, withgut any reſpe& had 
to the preſerving our ſelves, or anything concer- 
ning us, or committed to us of our external mer- 
cies. Being therefore the contrary is to be {nppo- 
ſed, and is implyed all along under the main 
Truth aflerted in the Text; Iwill fairly lay down 
this Suppolition : 

XF* That Deliverance ( as Deliverance may be 
confidered) is 4 Mercy not tobe refuſed;but accepted 
by Believers. 

Deliverancefrom tortures, from tryals, if you 
would think of it very abitcatly, and in its meer 
{inple nature ; Deliverance from harm and evil 
may be reckoned among a Chriſtians middle things, 
I mean ſuch things as 1n their own nature are nei- 
ther good nor evil, but do receive the impreflion & 
denomination of good or evil, ſutable to their re- 
lation, improvement, or deſign to Which they are 
bent and levelled, accordingly as they are either 
uſed or abuſed, And therefore it is that the Spirit 
of the Lord ( Eccleſ.9. beginning ) declares that 
there 1s neither love nor hatred by all that of this 
kind is under the Sun, But 1n this ſenſe it falls 
not immediately under our preſent diſcourſe. A 
little farther therefore, — Deliverance to a Chri- 
{tian repreſents it ſelf ſo, as he can clearly and 
comfortably eye it in God's hand, and as ſome=- 
ting conveyed to him by the goodneſs of a ey 
G00, 
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God, And when deliverance can be thus beheld, 
not only as coming in a common effective provi- 
dence, but by the approbation, allowance, and 
good will of the Father, then ſuch deliverance is 
entertained with the beſt acceptation of Faith, he 
compaſieth God about with ſongs of deliverance. 
To this Point a little may be ſpoken. There are ſe- 
veral reſpeRs in which no man is ſo capable to ac- 
cept Deliverance, ſuch Deliverance, as a Be- 
Jiever, | 

1, None, 44 he, can tell what to make of De- 
liverance. 

2, None, as he, knows how to improve De- 
liverance, 

3+ None, as he, can accompt with God for it at 
the laft Day. | 

1, Firſt of all ; When Deliverance comes in,in 

ſuch a way as he may accept of it, none is able to 
make ſo much of it, put ſuch a value upon it as he; 
every thing on this fide Hell is Mercy. It's of the 
Lord's mercies we are not conſumed. Faith ads 
vanceth the value of every received good, accor- 
ding to the love that ſent 1t, the price it colt, the 
orace that brings it 3 it ſayes as Facob, 1 am leſs 
than the leaſt of all thy mercies, Gen. 32.10. What 
am 1 that thou haſt brought me hitherto? (aith David, 
2 Sam.7.18, It traceth out, and owneth the foot- 
ſteps of divine good-will in every little thing, and 
much more when it ſees ſuch ſalutations: Life 
i5 a mercy, Liberty a mercy, exemption from Tor- 
tures 4 great mercy, Deliverance out of them 
a 2reater mercy. Hence the Soul is compaſled, 
and compaſleth his God about with ſongs of De- 
HLVerance. 
2, None 
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2, None knows how to imptove 2 Deliverance; 
how to uſe it when he hath it,as a Believer : If he 
have Life on this fide Death, Liberty on this fide 


Bonds, Eaſe on this fide Torment, he is taught to F* 
acknowledge and reckon he is not his own in it, |? 


x Cor.6,19,20. but mult uſe it to the glorifying 
God in ſoul and body, which are his. None is 
under ſuch obligations, none hath ſuch obje&s and 
opportunities to make an high 1Tprovement of 
them as he hath who by believing looks into them, 
others beltow them on their luſts, 

3. None, as he, knows what account he muſk 
oive to God for ſuch Deliverances:: as he muſt 
reckon for every idle ivord, and all the deeds done 
zn the body, ſo he mult yield an account of all his 
receipts whatever they be, and therefore mult ſo 
receive and improve as one that mult be judged by 
the Law of Liberty; and hence duilt not ſay of 
any Mercy as they, Our tongues are our own, wha is 
Lord over them? Pla. 12.4, Oa thele accompts, 
and others that might be mentioned, the Bzliever 
hath reaſon to know deliverance, the worth that is 
nit, and his duty about it, more than any other. 
Now as none can deal with deliverance as they, ſo 
3S it a very higa duty incumbent on ſuch to receive 
deliverance at the hand of God; then to accept de- 
liverance is bis duty,andto give it ſuch acceptance 
and entertaiament in Truth, as hz exprefſed in 
Complement, and ia a ſtrain of Otatory & Rhe- 
torick, Acts 24.2,3. ths terms only changed : the 
Believer May thus exprefs himſelf to the Lord ; 
Seeing Yenzoy great quietneſs,(great deliverance, 
great prefer vation) and that very worthy deeds are 
dont to ſuch a worm as 1, by thy Providence, I 
accept 


my 
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accept it alwayes, and 3» all places (my dear Father) 


'* with all thankfulneſs. None do and can give it 


ſuch acceptable entertainment as the Believer of 
whom we treat, The matter therefore thus tated 
and conſidered, he doth not, he durſt not refuſe 
{uch deliverance : For if he ſhould not thus re- 
ceive 1t, 

1, He were, 10 this refuſal, a meer deſtroyer of 
himſelf ; a thivg abhorrent to godlineſs: he were, 
I ſay, acceſlary of the violence done upon himſelf, 
Saul is as guilty of his own death, if his Armour- 
bearer thruſt him through, as when he falls upon 
his own Sword. If Life, Liberty, or any Mercy 
may be had in God's way, the refuſal of it is the 
deſtroying our ſelves ſo far as that Mercy extends, 
Though we ate Tequired to hate Father and Mo- 
ther, and our oWn Lives, 1n a ſence, yet itis far 
from the intendment of the Spirit we ſhould care- 
leſly run them upon hazard : no, ſuch know their 
bodies are the Temples of the Holy Spirit, and 
they cught to uſe them well for his ſake who dwells 
in them : He that abuſeth the Temple of God, him 
will God deſtroy. 

2, Such a refuſal of Deliverance, when it may 
be had in the Lord's way, is a manifeſtation and 
an ac of the higheſt ingratitude and unthankfal.. 
neſs to the Lord that can be thought on.. To ſcorn 
or ſet at nought his favours, 1s very much beneath 
the ingenuity of a Believer ; who ought to 1imbrace 
all occaficns to ſhew forth the high praiſes of the 
Lord, which are due unto his Name. Bleſjed are 
ſuch as dweil in the Lord's Houſe, they have fre-- 
quent ſuch occaſion to be praiſing him, anditis 
comely for the upright, 

3. Should 
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3. Should he not accept Deliverance, when it 


may be had in the Lord's way, it would be found F 
an a& of high violence and injuſtice towards o- | 


thers, Who may be involved and concerned equal. 
ly with themſelves. Some have Wives, and Chil- 


dren, or other Relations, in the fleſh; now, as if | 


he provide not for his own, and eſpecially for them of 
his own honſhold, he were worſe than an Infidel, 
x Tim,5.8, So if he draw them into ſufferings, 
from whence he might have deliverence in a way 
honourable and acceptable to the Lord, he is ac- 
ceflary of their miſery, their wrong Will be upon 
him. — More of this kind might be ſpoken, but I 
| Fear too much of it 18 ready to be alledged on the 
common principle, which is fruitful in ſuch kind of 
reaſonings : Save thy ſelf, ſpare thy ſelf ; ths harm 
ſhall not come unto thee, as Mat.17.22. I thall 
only draw this Confideration into ſutable Improve - 
ment, 1n a few Inferences. 

1, If this be ſo, then may we take up this In- 
{tru&ion, That Godlineſs, and the profeſſion of 
}r, goth not inevitably run and neceſſitate a Chri- 
{tian upon the hazard and loſs of every thing he 
harh,. or induce him to caſt away all : Though it 
doth indeed require him to prepare his ſtuff for re- 
moving, to ſtand crucified in his affections unro 
them, and ready to make ſurrender of them when- 
ever the Lord needs them ( as was laid of the 
Colt) or 1s pleaſed to call for them ; yet it alſo 
Cirects to an excellent way of receiving, enjoying, 
and ung them; buying as if he bought not, Ha- 
ving, and ufng all theſe 2S not abufing them, x Cor. 
7.29, 39, 31, Do not therefore rake up hard 
thoughts of Godlineſs, becauſe of the DoCtine of 
Self. 
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Self-denyal, the Croſs at entrance, or the Tryalg 
and Tribulations that are appointed to attend the 
Profeſſors of 1t. 
Z 2, Hence it will alſo follow, That falſe and 
® wrong Principles are not to be accompted good, 
= becauſe perſons do, upon them, run all they have 
& upon ruine. Ag there is a kind of reſpe& and 
X pity kindled in tender and ingenious hearts to- 
XZ ward a people who ſuffer under the profeſſion of 
principles that have an appearance of Holineſs in 
them : So doth a kind of ſtedfaſtneſs to thoſe prin- 
Ciples, and reſolution to run all things to ruine on 
them, very much tend to raiſe admiration and ap- 
plauſe to ſuch a people and their profeſſion: where- 
as On the contrary, 1 defire you to take this asa 
3 Randing Rule; 
| XF Fhat the goodneſs of a Principle ts not to be 
tryed anddetermined by the reſolution of the Sufferer, 
but the reſolution of the Sufferer by the goodneſs of his 
Principle, 6 

Good-men may be very weak under good Prin- 
ciples, and Bad-men may be very heady and re- 
ſolute under bad principles; and this well conſi- 
\' dercd, would lead off our eyes from gazing on,and 
having mens perſons in admiration upon one hand 
when we ſee them Rand, oz being apt to judge 
them and their cauſe if we ſee them infident 1n 
hours of temptation to ſhake and totter, 

I confeſs 1ts very beautiful and defireable to ſee 
Redfaſtneſs of Soul, as the oft-ſpring of Truth, 
fixed there in Goſpel-evidence ; and the contrary 
hereunto, hath given not a little advantage and 
oCcahion to weak ones, to queſtion almoſt every 
thing, whether there be any thing of Truth in ir, 
lezing 
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ſeeing the generality of all Profeſſors have been 
in the entrance on this Tryal, ſo hardly fixed to 
any thing that endangereth the loſs of their exter- 


nal accommodations. If it be enquired, #hy ſo 


many ſhrink,, and totter, who profeſs the Truth ? 
I anſwer : It doth not argue that their Principle 
was naught, and ſo the cauſe of their. tottering z 
but their Randing upon that principle was not 


ſound, they were not joyned to the things they 
profeſſed, they were not m:xt with Faith, Heb.4.2, Þ 


There are many principles on which many have 


and yet no truth or ſoundneſs in them, See x Cor. 
*2:3; Though I grve my body to be burned, and have 


not charity, it were nothing. Which implyeth a 


poſſivility,on hollow and unſound bottoms, to pro- 
ceed thus far, and yet find no acceptance with 


God atall init. We may conſider a feiv Principles | 


that will carry men to endure rorments, and yet not 
ſuch as we may juſtifie, 

7, Furſt, there is Self-Rughteouſneſs ; a deſign 
to eſtabliſh a man's own Righteouſneſs in oppoti- 
tion to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in the Goſpel : 
its wonderful to conſider what tortures it will wade 
through in compalling its deſign. You know that 
Obſervation the Apoltle makes of it, Col. 2, 23. 
where ſpeaking of the attempts mad deceive 
and ſpoyl Chriltians of the ſimplicity pf the Go(- 
pel, partly by the Heatheniſh Philoſophy, and 
partly by Jewith Saperſiition, they meet 1n this, 
A (hew of wiſdom they have 1n Will-worſhip, aud ha- 
mlity,negletting the Body, not tn any honour to the (a- 
r5fying the fleſh. Fleſh will be ſatisfied, and a 
dehgn of Hlith carried on vigorouſly, to promote 
1[$ 
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adventured their Al, and endured great Tortures, |; 
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its righteouſneſs, though it be in a negleQing; 
diſhonouting, offering violence tothe body, Men 
have, and do admit great bard(hips on their body, 
to promote the righteouſneſs of the fleſh, 

-. Again; Another principle that will carry men 
through ſufferings wonderfully, is, the luſt of the 
fleſh : when there is ſome untamed luſt that ſeems 
to be crofſt by ſufferings, and eſpecially if it can 
be hid under the cloak of ſome profeſſion, - Ag for 
inſtance ; the Pride and Ambition of a man, where 
it rageth and is unmortified,, it Will ruſh and make 
a noiſe a great While through ſufferings, Such a 
man Will ſcorn to be ſaid to bow, to be called a 
Twrn-coat, to yield to ſuch a ſubdued unworthy 
generation, So likewiſe headineſs, frowardneſs, 
where it takes head and heart, it will ruſh as the 
Horſe into the battel : The Connſel of the froward 
carried beadlong, Job 5, 13. Its maſter-piece is 
blind madneſs. 

3. Moreover, Strong affeftions tothe perſons of 
men, and admiration of them, becauſe of advantage. 
The Diſciples would go and die with Lazarm, 
Feh.11,16, They would follow Jeſus into Priſon, 
and into Death, Lxke 22. 33. AﬀeRions led Petey 
upon the Waves for Chiiſt's company, but could 
not keep him from finking. Many would go to 
the ends of the Earth, for the love they bear to 
ſuch a Miniſtry, to ſuch a People, &c. Bur if this 
be the height and ftrength of it, it will abate and 
decay upon ſharp tryal. | 

4. Laſtly, When a mar's caſe becomes deſperate, as 
Saul : Men will fall upon their Sword ; Jada hang 
himſelf; Men will defire to die, and it flees from 
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- Upon the whole this Conc]ufton ifſueth forth 
The goodneſs of a man's Bottom, Spirit, Canſe, 
or Principle, 1$ not to be concluded from the reſo- 
Juteneſs of his ſtanding; and on the contrary, 
other wayes muſt be ſought to determine and c2n- 
ſure the badneſs of a Principle, befides the Apo- 
Racy of Profeſſors from it. Al they that wert in 
Afia forſook Paul, 2 Tim.1,15, At his firſt Anſwer, 
»9 man ſtood by bim, ch. 4. 16. All ſcattered to their 
own from Chrift, Joh. 16. 32. Songht they own 
things, and not the things which are Feſus Chriſts, 
Phil.2.21, And yet Truth's profeſſed by them ne- 
ver the worſe for all this, Let's then be leſs raſh 


in judging them and their ſtanding, taking heed 


rather leſt we fall; God is able to graft them in, 
and make them ſtand again : Deliverance when 
God may be ſeen bringing it, and enjoyed in it, 
ought to be accepted, and Faith fitteſt to give the 
belt accepration to it, | 

2dly. But to paſs this by, my aim in the next 
place principally, is to conſider Deliverance as it 
is in the rempters hand, as an offer of his, and as 


in deſtgn to carry on the ſame projects, that he 


had in the Torment, and thatis, To enſnare and 
debauch rhe perſon, when the Tortures have made 
ſuch a breach upon the members, as the Tormen= 
ter thinks he hath canſed ſume impreſſion by way 
cf deſpondency on the mic:d, that he ſuppoſeth 
Former reaſonings ar2 ſomeway weakned, and 
former reſolutions abated ; now 15 Deliverance 
tendered as a bait, to draw the ſoul off from its 
Recfaftneſs, Now Faith ig of power to interpoſe, 
to relieve the poor, tortrered, tempted ſont, ſetling it 
upon the power of God, and by gathering up his 
ſpuits 
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ſpirits to help him to make that gallant reuſe. % 


that honourable refuſal to it in all its painted 


alluring beauty ; I ſcorn your Deliverance;/Get 


behind me Satan, thou art an offence to me, You 
have the excellency of Faith | deſcribed in other 
ſ{ubjeas (verſ.37.) T bey were floned, they were ſawn 
aſunder, They were tempted, were ſla:n with the 
ſword : Among other conqueſts of believing, this 
was not the leaſt, that in the mideſt of other cruel 
Tortures, they were tempted, and yet were conquer-= 
ors. How tempted? Why,as is ſaid above,(v.15.) 
they had opportunities to have returned, to have 
eſcaped; and this was the nobility of their ſpirits, 
they {lighted ſuch opportunities, when temptation 
lay in opportunities. We are therefore here to 
obſerve this further Suppoſition, to be implyed in 
the former aſſertion ; XF That the faireſt offers of 
Deliverance in a Torturers band, may carry the fonleſt 
deſigns of Temptation wn them ; and then is Faith 
eminently concerned to take heed of them, and 
reſiſt them. Indeed, if perſons will be by no 
means perſwaded to look otherwayes than on the 
out-fide of the offer, it isnot ſtrange if they take, 
if ſuch ſwallow them down, as the unwary Fiſh 
doth Hook and all ; but if they belong to God, 
they muſt vomit them up again, God ſhall caſt 
them out of their beily. When God hath a ſoul 
under the Rod, upon'the Rack, 1n meaſure, when 
it breaketh forth he will debate with it, he ſecks to 
make impreſſions by frequent ſolicitations, ro get 
entrence by ſome means or other for his defigns of 
grace and holineſs ; which he doth gradually chafe 
in this way, Fob 33.14,15,16, 19,05, ch. 35.8,9, 
Io, Iniike manner, though, with a differing de- 
F 2 fign, 
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fion, when Satan can bat have the winnowing, 
(Luke 22.31.) and hampetring of a child of God, 
( Fob 1.11,12. ch.2.5,6.) his whole defign is to 
make impreſſions of pollution, Czrſe God and die, 
let go thy integrity ; and the remembrance and ex- 
perience he hath how many ſtrong men have fallen 
this way, encourageth and emboldens him to deal 
frequently this way, As ve ſee thoſe inftiuments 
of his did With Feremiah, ch.20,10, All my fams- 
liers watch for my halting ; peradventure he will be in= 
ticed, and we ſhall prevaile againſt him, and take our 
revenge on him. Sampſon had a great ſpirit, and by 
plain force could not be ſubdued, but a Dalilah i$ 
prevalent toenſnare him. David ſhall have CMs- 
chal given him to Wife, but in deſign that ſhe may 
be a ſnare to him, 1 Sam, 18, 21, There being no 
Inchantment againſt Jacob, nor Divination againſt 
Iſrael. Balaars the Son of Beor, gives coumelhto 
take Iſrael ina way that had more of Efficacy to 
divide berwixt them and their God, than could be 
expected from Balacks fighting them, or Balaams 
curſivg them, Micah6, 5, Numb, 25.1, 2, 3. 
Every man ts tempted when he is drawn aſide of his 
own luit, and miiced, exc, James I. 14, 15. By 
theſe wayes is a poor ſoul overcome, and brought 
Into bondage frequently, when open violence will 
do bur little harm on him. Now the attempts of 
the enemy 1n ſuch a ſeaſon, when the poor man is 
in the fear or feeling of Torture, are cartied on 
one of thete Two wayes : 

i. Sometimes fo erols is the De{1gn,ſo apparent 
15 the Project to debaſe, and debauch, as every eye 
may ſee it, and he that runs may reade 1t: and 
conlequently {o, as the common reaſon of men, 
not 
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not only may dete& it, but offer relief againſtit 5 
when Violence ſpxingeth up into a Rod of wicked-= 
neſs, it is uſually thus, and then che eſcap2 and 
conqueſt is more eafily obtained : the very prin= 
ciples of humanity guiding a man 1n his choice a 
refuſal. 1» vgin (ſaith Solomon,Prov.1,1p,) wt 
Net ſpread in the ſight of any Bird, When the Projes 
lies ſo open, as Reaſon and Morality diate and 
aſſiſt againſt it, its not then ſo propetly attribute 
to Faith to doit, — But, 
* 2, Satan's Proje& is many times carried on ve- 
ry covertly, and lies hid and concealed under ma- 
ny very ſpecious ſhews and pretences ; the dan- 
oer of ſtanding out, the reaſonableneſs of yie!- 
ding and complying, are ready to be diſputed wich 
much demonſtration, Now when really the caſe 
1s thus, and the ſnares of Satan are thus couched 
and latent, the ſoul 1s only preſerved by the meer 
orace of God, and Faith comes to be magnified in 
the glory of its operation:for ſhort of that, & while 
Faith is not upon its quick exerciſe, the ſoul is ly- 
able, ere ever it 15 aware, to be taken and carried 
away, his reaſon lyable to captivity ; and the a- 
bundance of theſe Cavils may divide the man 
within himſelf, againſt himſelf, To be in a capa- 
City of reſolving all theſe Doubts and anſwering, 
or at leaſt filling & ſilencing all theſe Objections, 
on the fide of Truch. This ipeaks the victory of 
Faith, and proclaims the man a Believer indeed, 
Of this there 1s a very pregnant Inftance 1n this 
Chapter, in the caſe of Moſes, veri. 24, 25, 26, 
The deliberations of his mind are expreſt in a&s 
of Chufing, Refuſing, Eſteeming ; all which were 
imployed in Weighing a caſe very like this, of 
F 3 which 
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which the Text treateth. He refuſed Deliverance 
and Preferment, With all the Accommodations 
imaginable; and imbraced Afﬀflictions, Reproach- 
es, Sufferings ; not as out of dire neceſſity, but 
a5 of choice, upon terms that muſt neceſſarily ex- 
poſe him to .the common Cenſure of Obſer- 
vers. 

' | We may weigh and accommodate to our uſe 
ſome Circumſtances in that affair, He refuſed to 
he oalled the Son of Pharaohs Daughter, Its ſup- 
poſed, and moſt probable, Pharaohs Daughter was 
Heireſs to the Crown of Egypt, and having no 
Children, would have adopted Moſes as her Son, 
toenticle him ts: ehe Succeſſion of the Crown of 
Egypt, or at leaſt to advance him to an high capa- 
city of Honour and Dominioa in that Court. Now 
all chis he refaſeth ; not only diſ-eſteems, but de- 
nies to touch With it ; and this not on a fit, or ina 
hear, as a youthful frollick ; for the Spirit notes it 
to be when he was come to years; And At: 7, 
22,23, He was learned in all the Wiſdom of the 
Egyptians, wighty 11 words and indeeds: and when 
he was full 40 years, it came into bus heart, &c, All 
which ſhes him to have been, both as to his Aze, 
and the ripeneſs of his Underſtanding, every way 
capable of putting forth ats of mature and deli. 
berate Conideration, eſpecially in a matter of 
ſuch moment ro him. Well, thus capacirated, 
he Refuſeth that, and it, not mzerly to exchange 
for 2 retired contemplative way of living, wherein 
be might more defireably accommodate h1s noble 
g:n119, by being (equetted from rhe noiſe & fentu-, 
alities of the Court; Bur, Fe chuſerh to ſniffer 
Affi:ttions with the people of Gad 5 tagir late ar this 
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time was very terrible in the Iron furnace, where 
he could expect at beſt nothing bur laſh and 1a. 
boug : both which muſt needs be the more irkſome, 
for that he had not been bred, or accuſtomed to 
them : but he (tands fixed in his choice,as upon an 
eſtimate of things on all hands, in which he con- 
cludes he had the better bargain, Eſtceming the 
Reproach of Chriſt greater treaſure than the riches of 
Egypt, &c. 

[t might be eafie to repreſent toour ſclves, what 
abundant Reaſon, according to fleſh and blood, 
would ſtand up againſt this choice of his, Would 
not Sexce have 1aid, Never make this Choice, you 
Will never be able to endure the Brick-kilne, the 
cruel Task-maſters, the hard fare of Onions and 
Garlick, who have been bred ſo delicately, fed ſo 
deliciouſly, clad ſo honourably > Would not 
Policy have ſaid, Never make this Choice, it will 
ſavour of a deſign, That you intend te grow popu» 
Jay among an heady mutinous Nation ; you purpoſe 
to take your advantage to rebel againſt the King, 
to ſhake off the yoke of Servitude ; you are knowa 
at Court, and will de eyed, and incur the wroth of 
the King above any ian in Egypt, Keep your 
ſtation, meddle not with Changes, now the eyes 
and expectation of all begin to be fixed on you ? 
Would not Parents, and Friends, have ſaid, Make 
not this Choice, you will atrerly over-thro our 
fortunes, to Which you may ncw be probably in & 
Capacity toraiſcus; tn this your act you Will 1n- 
volve us under the ſame cloud, and common hard- 
ſmip and ſufferiog with your ſelf; and to be made 
milerable by the hand that ive expect advancement 
by, is a double miſery 2 Would nct /[rae!, the beſt 
F & and 
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and wiſeſt of then ſay, Oh! whatever you do, 
make not that Choice ; Now you are in a fair pro- 
bability to do us good in a publick capacity : You 
may be Pharaoh ! and then may let /ſrae/go: at 
leaſt, you may be another Foſeph, a Second in the 
Kinzdom ; and in that capacity may obtain, if not 
a reicinding, yet a relaxing of the rigour of the 
Laws that bind our burdens ſo inſufferably upon us, 
that cut off or Males, and uſe us ith ſo many 
inhimanities as are unſufferable, unexpreſſible ; 
Whereas if you come among us, you may make our 
yoke the heavier,and burdzns the greater, may be. 
cet jealoufies concerning us, and ſo render us the 
more miſerable ? Theſe, and others, may 
be thought to have had weightin them, But herein 
now breaks forth cheexcellency of believing ; By 
Faith he turns the deaf ear to all theſe clamours, 
1s ſatisfied in his Choice onthe other hand ; and 
that not in an head-ſtrong, reſolute frollick, but 
58 naving the belt and moſt convincing demonſra- 
tion on his fide ; he choſe for the better, for grea- 
ter riches in hand, for a greater recompence of re- 
ward in hope. The other tender which he refuſed, 
he ſaw had more of an Hook than of an Helpin it, 
Was a frare rather than any advantage; and there- 
fore he utterly rejects it. At this Point is a no- 
table tryal of the Truth, Rrength, and excellency 
of a Believers Faith, when he is helped to ponder 
« Deliverance, an Accoinmodation, at the very 
brink of tryal and torture, and if he finds it too 
dear (438 a man may buy Gold too dear) he there 
and then rejects ir, and rather chuſeth the ſuffer-= 
ing thag the finning fide, This leads us nov, to the 
main Pagiiical Queſtion in this day, 
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"Queſt. How ſhall a (hriſtian know whey bis De- 
liverance may be bought tos dear, when he muſt im- 
brace any Tortmres, rather than touch with it, though 
it be tendered ? = | 

Unto this I ſhall endeavour to Anſwer in Five 
or Six Particulars. 

1, When the greateſt Deliverance is tendered 
on the one hand, and the greateſt T ortwres threat- 
ned on the other. If I cannot come at the good of 
that Deliverance, but I muſt commit ſome ſi» in 
coming at it, I may not in that caſe touch with, 
but muſt refuſe that Deliverance. The Reaſon of 
this is manifeſt, There is more of evi/ in the leaſt 
fin, than there can poſſibly be of good in the great- 
eſt deliverance, You have the cale cleared in the 
Inſtance laſt given of Moſes, there was but one 
little word that turned the ſcale 6f his determina. 
tion ſo powerfully, and that was, they were the 
pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon. He could not accepc 
of, and improve the accommodation of the Court 
any longer without fin ; he ſaw how fin had inter- 
mixed and incorporated its {elf into them, and ſo 
they could be no longer urged but as temptations 
to, and colily coverings of hn ; and on this fingele 
bottom he rejects them, and reckons the worſt re= 
proaches and ſufferings, where Chrift may be hat, 
and incomparably far better. One S1inzer (and ſo 
one (in) deſtroyeth much good ; as a few «dead Flies 
will mach ſweet Opntment, Eccleſ. 9.18, & 10, 1, 
It will not ſerve the turn to ſay as Lot did, Is zt 
»ot alitile ove, and muy ſoul ſhall ive? The extenua- 
ting, leflening, /and excufing fin in ſuch caſes, 1s 
very frequent, but exceeding dangerous; andthen 
is 7's charge eafily incurred, Chap. 36,21. _ 
| ced 
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heed,regard not Imiquity, for this haſt than choſen ra: 
ther than Affiition, When great Afflition and 
(that Which we call) a little Sin, come in competi» [| e 
tion in our choice, 1ts uſual to chuſe Sin rather & C 

than Aﬀfi;ion. 
Objeft. But it is uſually objefed, Why # it not fr 
| ſafe, of two evils to chnſe the leaſt ? » WW 14 
Sol. I Anſwer, This is very dangerous to be re= M c 
$1, } 
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daced to practiſe, and utrerly cofitrary to the 

mind of God, When the evil in the Queſtion is a- 

bout any Sin; for a man 18 not to commit the leaſt | 
fin, to avoid the greateſt ſuffering ; no nor to com- | | 
mit one fin to avoid another, For whereas many | 
ſhelter themſelves under this refuge, which is i 
not a reſt, becauſe it is defiled, they would do Þ| 
well to conſider, That there is no diſpenſation of | 
God that neceſſicates any ſon of men alive to com- *? 
mit any fin whatſoever. God doth not need any [ 
fin of ours to promote any end of his, nor any |: 
proper end of ours, 6} 

Objett, But if the Qreſtion ariſeth, Did not ma= |? 
»y good men fin, when they were driven to ſuch extre. | 
mittes, ts avoid ſuſſerings breaking 1n upon them ? 
Did not Abraham, Jacob, David, «ud others, do 

0? 

Sol. I Anſwer, All this is moſt true : but mark 
it, when ever you find any of rheſe recorded in the 
Word of God, they are there ſet as ſo many Sea- 
marks : As you ſee a Bowy upon the top of a Rock, 
to fienifie that Death and danger are there, if you 
come neer that place ; they are not as Land-marks 
which you are directed to approach unto, but as 
Dangeon-lights, from which you muſt keep the | 
fartheſt Gitance,ia dark and Rormy nights, More= y 

over, 
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over you may obſerve, That uſually whete-evet 

you find a Believer hath avoided a danger, or ' 
oraſped at a ptiviledge in a way of fin, uſually 
God hath made that a bitter priviledge to them by 
that time he bath done with them, Asin the caſe 
of David, ſecking his SatisfaRtion and Comforts in 


& Bathſheba, which he attempts to come at in a way 


of Adulrery and Blood ; for beſide the breaking 
his communion with God, and the breaking his 
bones, the Sword never departs from his houſe. 
Jacob he lies and uſeth indireR courſes to come at 
the Birth-right of Eſas, and the Bleſſing of Tſaac: 
but obſerve him, all his dayes he walks in a very 
troubleſome pilgrimage, the reſt of the feiy and 
evil dayes he had to live ; his gray hairs were 
brought with ſorrow to the Grave. 

Objett, But it is ſometimes objeRed, The per- 
ſon had in his eye and intention, the bringing about 
ſome good by ut, ſome priviledge to ſerve God the 
quieter, and ſome liberty of enjoying what he hath.the 
better to do good to them that are neceſſitated, and may 
zot that excuſe ard plead for a little latitude, which 
ſome atts of his have ? 

Sol. 1 Anſwer, as Job did his Friends, chap. 13. 
6,7. Hear my reaſoning, and hearken to the pleadings 
of my lips. Wilt thou ſpeak, wickedly for God ? and 
talk deceitfully for hip This very way of reaſon- 
ing you have tated and refuted by the Apoltle, 
Row.3.7,8. If the Truth of Gid hath abounded by my 
lze to his Glory, why yet 'ams T judged as: ſinner ? AS 
though he had ſaid, If the Glory 'of God was 
brought about, or the Truth of God brought forth | 
ro evidence the more by a lye, or fault of mine, 
Doth not that acquit me from being.a ſinner, and 

blame- 


\ 
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 blame-worthy in ſo doing? Hig anſwer, is with the 


oreateſt vehemency rejeRing it, as a ſlanderous 
report, and that which was falſly faſtned either up. 


on his Doctrine or Practice, that a man may do | 


evil that good may come thereby; God doth not 
require or accept any fin of ours, to perform any 
ſervice, or promote any ends of his. 


2dly. A ſecond caſe in which the queſtion is re= | 
ſolved, when I may not accept Deliverance, is 
this, When I cannot come at the good of Deli. | 


verance, but I muſt give a ſtab, (trerch, or wound 
to a good Conſcience. I ought not upon ſuck 
terms to touch with Deliverance ; for thus to do, 
were bur to exchange and avoid the torture of my 
body, and admit in the room of it a torture upon 
my ſoul and ſpitit. They who will adventure to 
ruſh upon, and run down the counſel, comfort, and 
judgement that Conſcience ſets up, and would 
keep up in them, they litcle think what an hazard 
they run, Pax! could Rtedfalily behold the Coun- 
cil, and tell rhe High-Prieſt ( that was Preſident 
of it) that God would (mite him as a whited- wall, 
when he had this defence to make, 7 have lived in 
all good Conſcience to this day, ARS 23.1,2,3. This 
makes Councils that periecute, flight and de- 


 ſpicable ; rorments, ſweet and eafie, Though with- 


out there be fightings, yet inwardly there will be 
peace; Whereas if our tearts condemn us, God is 
oreater than our hearts, and knoweth all things, 
To have God and our own Conſciences againſt ug 
at once, Will not be countervailed.by the friend- 
ſhip of this world, that any obtain by ſtretching a 
200d Conſcience, making thipwrack of Faith and 
a 200d Conſcience, I have been ſometimes 
awakned 
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awakned with the dread of that word, Fer. 4. 11g 
12, When a threatning is exhibited from the Wil- 
derneſs, and then to have God give ſentence alſo 
a9ainſt a People, that is dreadful ; to have God a- 
oainſt us, our ſelves againſt us, and many to one, 
but we draw men againſt us too in ſuch caſes, this” 
is the worſt of torments; whereas all is-rendred 
eaſie when we can ſay, Pſal.17.2, Let my ſentence 
come forth from thy preſence, If God be for us, Con= 
ſcience for us, who then can be azainſt us > who 
can harm us > We may reade in Cazn, Judas, Spira, 
and many others, how fearful it hath been to un- 
dergo a wound in them : A man may ſuſtain his in- 
firmities of other kinds, but « wounded Conſcience 
who can bear ? 

Objef. Its true, I cannot quiet the clamours of 
Conſcience as I would do, but 1 find I am very 1gno- 
rant, and men tellme, This 1 may do, and that 1 may 
do very ſafely, and 1 am bonnd to think, of them bet- 
ter than my ſelf, and not to prefer before their judg- 
went the ditlates of my weak.Conſcience. 

eAnſw, It is a very dangerous thing to do any 
thing againſt the diRtates of an erring Conſcience, 
provided thou knoweſt not at preſent that it i$1in 
this thing erting. It 1s 2 queſtion among many, 
Waether the diQtates of an errivg Conſcience do 
bind ? but ſure I am, that violence offer'd to an 
erring Conſcience, hath a dire tendency to ter- 
rifie him that doth any thing with a doubting Con- 
ſcience ; He that dowbteth #s damned if he eat : for 
whatſoever is not of Faith s Sin, Rom. 14. 23, 
Bleſſed i the man that condemneth not hithſelf in the 
things that he alloweth. Though thy Conſcience 
may be ex1onicus, yet while thou knowelt it not _ 
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be fo, it is the beſt friend thou haſt under Heaven, | 
Take heed therefore by the force of othets, or the 
| Fear and treachery that is in thy ſelf, thou admit 
any violence done to it, left once ſtretching it be- 
yond its ſtaple, it never do the offices of a good 
Conſcience more to thee, to counſel, excuſe, Wit. | 
neſs toward thy peace more. ; 
Objet, Bnt 1 have ſeen other men accept of, | 
comply with, and yield to, that which my Conſcience i 
makes ſuch a noiſe about, and they good men too, and | 
yet they profeſs they have peace in it ; and why may not | 
1 advexture? 4 

Anſw. For my part, I dniſt not judge another 

mans Servant ; to his own Maſter he ſtands or falls: 

Yet I have ſometimes obſerved men who have ad- 
ventured in this kind,' and though they have car= | 
ried it with an high forehead, and put a bold coun-= | 
tenance on it'; yet there are times When one may 
diſcern them to have pale faces, which may 
»ive. intimation, all is dot well within : ſuch are 
under great temptation to keep up their credit till 
the Lord arreſt them with a new Conviction, as he 
did David, with a Tho# art the man ! and then they 
may, as he, be forced to cry out (how long ſoever 
he had carried it Routly) All my bones are ont of 
Jeynt 3 Reſtore to me the joyes of thy Salvation, and 
rake not away thy Holy Spirit from me, But ſup- 
pole their Conſciences do not (mite them, they 
may have a kind of peace that is bnt from ſecurity, 
not the peace of God, not the peace of the anſver 
of a 200d Conſcience by the bloud of ſprinkling. 
The Apoſtle tells us of a Conſcience ſeared with a 
bot Iron, 1 Tim.4.2, Some ſorts of violence done 
to Conſcience ate left by the Lord to the Devils 
Curing, 
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curing, who heals the ſmart of divers wounds by 
ſearing them ; bur the cure is never the more de. 
freable for all that, Its with Conſcience as it is 
e with Cloth, which ſometimes the Fuller firains ſo 
ood I much upon the Tenters, till he break the very 
vit- FI Raple of it,and then its neither fire nor water will 

8 ſhrink it(whereas being ſtrained but in an ordins- 
ry Way, it would) but though it ſhrink not, you 
nce FF may be ſure it will have no ſtrength for ſervice. 
erd © Take heed you offer not ſuch force to Conſcience, 
ot | left you find it ſhort of ſerving you as it ſhould in 
time of need. | $ 


er 3. If I cannot come at the good of Deliver- 
8: ance,but I muſt betray or balk ſome Truth of God, 
do intruſted with me as a part of my Teſtimony, I 
r= | may not upon any terms touch With thit Deliver- 
1- # ance. Every Truth of Chrift, committed/to the 
y | care andcuſtody of a Chriſtian is of more worth 
y {& and value than all his Comforts and Accommoda- 
e ÞY tionsunder the Sun. And he that yields or betrays 
| & any Truth thus depoſited, as a pledge to his truſt 
and care, for the procuring any liberty to himſelf, 
{ hath too hard a bargain of it. You have an ex- 


preſs direion, Prov.23.23. Buy the Trath and ſell 
J 3ztnot, We are to buy it whatever it coft, but not 
' |} to barter it whatever it will yield, That was'a 
# choice Spirit deſcribed, 2 Cor.13.8. We can do no- 
* thing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, The 
© Glory of God may be ſo deeply engaged and im- 
= barquedinone Truth, ag all my external comforts 

may not be named in one day with it. It hath been 

an expreſſion very taking with me, ſa. 43. 9, 10, 
Z God hath his times wherein mctt eminently he is 
%$ Putupop It to vindicate his Truth the queſtion is 
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brought upon the ſage and tryal of the world, who 
muſt either yield and ſay, Ic © trutb,; ot elſe muſt 
endure the teſt of God's Evidences, who are hig 
Saints: Ye are my Witneſſes ſaith the Lord, or hig 
Son, called his Servant whons he hath choſen , who 
in the grand conteſt with all the powers of dark- 
neſs hath, by witneſſing his good confeſſion, me. | 
rited that name, Rev. 3.14: The Amen, the Faith-. | 
ful and true Witneſs; a reſemblance and proportion | 
to him, is every Chriſtian required to keep, in his | 
being called forth to a witneſs-bearing to him. Ag ® 
God values every Truth of his at an bigh rate, 4 
eſpecially in the day that it is to be ſpoken for, ſo | 
ſhould we, There are divers Truths that in moſ 
Ages are not controverted ; theſe are not ſo pro- 
perly the Truths under preſent conſideration, but 
ſuch as the deſign of the Adverſary is manifeſt to | 
root out from being profeſſed under heaven, ſuch 
are the Word of Patience, which mult be kept, Rev, 3, 
IO. the preſent Truth, which muſt be had in re- | 
membrance and eſtabliſhmevt, 2 Per,r.12, 7 
Object. Why, « not every truth, atrath now, a | 
preſent truth ? 4 
Anſw. Though that which is truth at any time, (| 
abides truth at all times ; yet, as hath been ſaid, 
thoſe truths in a molt eminent manner are called 
preſent truths, Which concern at preſent the vindi- 
cation of the Glory of God, and draw on the pIC- 
ſent tryals of the day upon the Aﬀertors of it, I 
note this the rather, becauſe in this ſhifting-day 
many that would be thought to be the Lord's Wit- 
neſſzs, pleaſe themſelves with this, Bleſſed be God 
we hold to Fundamentals ! What Fandamental Truths 
bave we yielded, or denied ? and think themſelves 
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no Way concerned to keep up a teſtimony for thoſe 
truths which they call Circumfſtantial, : ſuch as are 
his not mftters of Salvation, whether it be held or 
his if practiſed this way,. or the other way, Alas! by 
who I ſuch diſtinRions and evaſions as thefe, men have 
ark- i let go almoſt their whole reſt:mony about the Royal 
me- BF right of Chriſt, to ſet up Inſtitutions of Worſhip 
uth- WH that are to be maintained in his Authority only, 
tion il And I fear that ſuch who can ſo eafily relinquiſh 
| bis 'W their teltimony to preſent Truths under this pre= 
As F tention, They are net Fundamental Traths, it will 
be found that when thoſe Truths which they now 
»ſo call Fundamental, ſhall be brought ( 23 they may 
nolt WF ſpeedily be brought) totheir tryal, and ſo become 
) (ol preſent Truths, there will other diftintions be 
but found out, to avoid the offence of the Croſs con 
t to i cerningthemalſo. For an unconceiveable weak= 
# neſs in licking cloſe to every Truth is unavoidably 
43. If contracted, by yielding to the bztraying of any 
re- F Truth, Hence Paul would not give place by ſubs 
= jection, 10 not for an hour (hen there was great 
» 4 Þ contention) that the Truth of the Goſpel might be 
T continued, Gal.2.5, ſo verſ,14, you ſee how eagerly 
ne, | he contended with Peter, which might have endan= 
id, | gered the Peace of the Churches, meerly, becauſe 
ed i he walked not uprightly according to the Truth of the 
di- 3 Goſpel. That Point which that Epiſtle handleth 


re- © being the preſent Trath, which was moſt aſſaulted 

I Þ and endangered to be loſt in that day, occaſions 
24y F himtobeſo jealous of it, that he would and did 
it= #Z runall manner of hazards, rather than betray it, 


'od 3 Our caſe is the lame now : many glorious Truths 

& hath the Lord brought forth, aſſerted, cleared, and 
. Committed to his Saints and Churches to keep uns 
Do Þ G 12Dukes 
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rebukeable tillthe appearing of Chriſt, eſpecially 
thoſe of his Dominion over his Saints, and others, 
theſe now being put upon a publick reſt upon the 
tage of the World, and we as Witnefles Subpena 
togive in Evidence to the truth and goodnets of 
them, We duriſt not accept of any overtures of 
Deliverance, or otherwayes, Whereby our Teſti- 
mony to them ſhould be balked, 

4. When I cannot come at the good of Deli- 
verance, but ] muſt bind up my hands from being 
capable of doing God that ſervice in my generati- 
on, Which he requireth of me freely for the time 
to come ; when theſe are the terms, Deliverance 
1s too dear forme, and may not be accepted, _We 
are called unto Liberty, and withal required to 
ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and not tabe entangled with any yokg of bon= 
dage, Gal.5.1, Not to be the ſervants of men, x Cor, 
7.23. For, if we ſeek to pleaſe them, we cannot be 
the ſervants of Chriſt, Gal.1,10, Now that thing 
Waich would bind up my hands from being ſer. 
viceable to, Jeſus Chritt when he calls for my ſer- 
vice, my yielding thereunto, Whatever it be, is 
a betraying of my Chiiitian Liberty, which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for me with his blood, Weare 
debtors unto Grace, and may not violate that ob- 
ligation, or yield to any thing that incapacitates 
ns to ditcharge it, by any mezns, or on any terms, 
You reade frequently at what an high rate in ſe» 
veral contelts Pau! ftands upon his Romane Privis 
ledges, he would not When 1n Priſon came out to 
the detriment or diſparagement of thoſe his hu- 
mane liberties, Ats 16.37, And ſhall Pas! think 
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longer impriſonment, rather thai baſeſy betray 
them ; and ſhall we who are called to Goſpel- 
liberties, bought at ſo dear a 1ate beyond his, 


(As 22.28, I Pet, 1,18,) (ell them for 1 ſong, 


God forbid, * You know when Hoſes was upon the 
Treaty With Pharaoh, about the enlargement of 
Iſrael out of Egypt, divers ovetrtures Pharaob 
makes, according as the hand of the Lotd prefled 
on him, They ſhould ſacrifice 1n the Land, Exod, 
8.26, ox,they ſhould go out, ſo none but the Men 
might 20, leaving the Women and Children,chap. 
IO. 9, IO, II. of, They ſhould all go, but they 


* ſhould leave the Flocks and Herds, chap. 10. 24. 


But what is the reſolution of Moſes ? There ſhall 
»ot au hoof be left behind, for thereof muſt we take to 
ſerve the Lord our God - and we know not with what 
we mult ſerve the Lord antil we come thuther, v.26. 
Shall Moſes and Iſrael Rand on their Points to en- 
dure Bondage rather than leave an Hoof behind? 
And ſhall we make ſuch terms to have Locks and 
Fetters upon our Hands and Feet from ſerving 
Chriſt for time to come, ſeeing ie little know 
what he may require of us to ſerve him withal ? 
God forbid. Caa true 1ſraelites endure to have 
Deliverance uvon ſuch terms, as the thruſting out 
their right eyes, and laying it for a reproach on all 
Iſrael ? Would not all the Lords people lift up 
their voices and \Veep if it ſhould be ſo ? I Sam, 
II,2,4, 
oee. That would you have me do? I am now 
( perhaps ) a Priſoner, They will give me liberty ſo 
1 will engage to Preach no more, to Meet no more. &c, 
If they kgep ms @ Priſoner, 1 cannot Meat, or Preach, 
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&'c. And if I promiſe I will not, T ſhall be but in the 
ſame capacity 1 am in now, and am likely to be full 


tn? 

Anſw, This way of reaſoning is very enſna- 
rig ; for, ( firſt) if thou arvin bonds, thy great 
intereſt lies in this, in giving dilzgence that the 
Word of God #s zot bound, 2 Tim.2,9, but rather as 
Paul ſaith, Phil. x, 12, That the things that fall 
our of this kind, fall out rather to the furtherance of 
the Goſpel. Such therefore as ſeek and get freedom 
on terms that leave the Word obſtructed in that 
free paſlage wherein it ſhould run and be glorified, 
2Theſ.3.1, they do but get the fetters off from 
their own feet, and ſet them upon the Word of 
God, which 1s but Deliverance with a miſchief. 
(2) Thy liberty obtained in ſuch a way, and on 
ſuch reaſonings, 1s but a liberty and freedom to 
ſerve thy ſelf, feed and ſatishfie thy ſelf and luſts 
as a man, not to ſerve Chriſt, or do any thing for 
thy God as a Chriftian man. (3) If thou art 
violently reſtrained by them, the fin of any omiſ- 
fion of Duty and Service, lies at their door ; and 
to their peril be it when the King ſhall demand the 
reaſon of thy want of ſervice : but when thou ac- 
ceptett of thoſe terms, thou becameſt acceſlary 
with them, ait in conjun&tion with them, 11s thy 
fin as much, if not more than theirs; they think 


they do God good ſervice. (4) If thou art only 


bound by the hands of Violence, the Lord looks 
on thee, and reckons thee as his free man, free in 
Syittt, thou reltrvelt the aominion of that for 
God, Thou livelt not, dyeſt not as a Fool dieth, 
bur as 4 mai falleth before wicked men, 2 Sar. 3, 
33) 3+ 
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Obje&. Now there # little opportunity todo the _ 
Lord any ſuch ſervice, but if ever an opportunity prey * 
ſent, 1 hope to be as ready as another : may not ſuch 
obligations be enervated, repented of, and a ſoul diſ= 
oblsged from them ? 

Anſw. It hath been, and is till the crying fin of 
this day, and of the years paſt, That perſons have 
thought it a very ſmall matter, to make and break 
theſe kind of Engagements, according as intereſt 
I preſents them with an opportunity ; the iniquity 
} and provc:.ution whereof I ſhall only attempr6 
g openin one Scripture, Ezck,17.12,13,to verſ,20. 

where God expoltulates the caſe with the rebelli- 

ous Houſe of Fudeh, They and the King of Bale 

lon make a Covenant, and there is for ratification 
7 of itthe Oath of God aaded: The King of Baby- 
| lons defign was to make the Kingdom baſe, that it 
might not lift up its ſelf; and in this exigency 
they make a Covenant, The queſtion is put, Whe- 
ther their taking an opportunity to ſhake off this 
yoke and break this Covenant, might not be ſuc- 
ceeded with proſperity? This conſequence the 
Lord diſclaims with the higheſt indignation, and - 
that, becauſe of the Oath of God, the quarrel and 
controverhie of that Oath and Covenant ſhould be 
required ſeverely at the hands of ſuch a treache=- 
rous people. — If thy hand have been lifted up in,.'” 
Truth, Righteouſneſs, and Judgement already, 
then take care how thou retract that, and to whom 
thou lift 1t up the ſecond time, leſt It prove a 
double provocation, 

5. If I cannot come at the good of Deliver- 
ance, but I muſt intrench upon the Name, Honour, 
and Glory of God, which he hath lifted up in the 
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World, I may not touch with that Deliverance: 
There are ſome wayes and Works of - God wherein 
heharh more immediately and eminently in ſome 
oenerations, concerned his Name than in others, 
of than ever it was before. God went to make him 
a Name of Greatneſs and Terribleneſs, by Re- 
deeming Iſrael out of Egypt, and driving the Na- 
tions out of Canaan, Chron.17.21, Iſa.63,12,14. 

by bringing Judah out of Babylon ; and will do, 
Dy bringing his Sr9x from under Antichriſf, To. 
Ward the later whereof, he hath made very glorious | 
2dvances in our dayes, and we haveſung his praiſe | 
in them, ſoas1it may be ſaid of his Holy People 
at this day, a5 of Iſrael of old, Dent. 4. 32, 33, 34. WM 
And all this he hath done to get himſelf a glorious 
Name : Our zeal for which, and love to Which, is 
now brought to tryal, whether we will yea or nay, 
deny his Name? A faithful adhering to which, 
though by a p=ople- that have bur little Rrength, is 
very acceptable to the Lord, Rev.3.8,9,10, And 
he will do great things for ſuch in times and hours 
of temptation, IF therefore God be at this day 
ſo tender of his Name, as he 1s, that he will not 
oive his glory to another, we ought to be upon his 
nde in this deſign ; and eſpecially when this Name 

Sf his comes to be ſpoken about, all our Deliver- 
ances ought to be brought to this tet, if they 
may be had with a ſaying to this Name they are 
welcome, otherwvayes they may not be accepted. 

Obje&. Brut whatſoever we can ſay was done 1n our 
dayes of that kind, the Lord now appears plucking it 
down againleads that ſtrength into captvity, &+ gives 
that glory into the enemies hand, beſtowes the marks ef 
favozr upon the ether party, who thrive and proſper ; 
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and being advanced to the capacity we ſeethem, we dy 
but follow Providence 1n joyning there ? 

Anſw, 1, The beſt of thy plea is, God is ahgry 
with his People, & hath a great Controverſie with 
them, Which he pleads with deep and bitter 
ſtrokes, and thou wilt be on his ſide, angry with 
them too, and plead againſt them, In ſo doing 
thou mayelt be right and ſafe ; but I muſt tell thee 
thou haſt very much reaſon to take heed both of 


thy ſtanding; and frame of ſpirir, leſt his indig- _ 


nation take place on thee for being out of thy 
place ; the Lord is very jealous againſt ſuch as 


_ offer their ſervice to be the executioners of his re- 
Bl 7 bukes upon his heritage, Zech.1.15, Pſal.,69.26:. 


Iſa.47.6. that vas a ſore Word, Obadiab verſ;xt;” 

For thy violence againſt thy Brother, ſhame (hall cover 
thee, in the day that thou ſtoodeſt ox the Other [ide —» 
thou ſhouldeſt not have looked on the day of thy Brother, 
&c, The Lord takes ſpecial notice on what fide 
men ſtand, when he is dealing with his own Chil- 
dren for their folly. (2) Moreover the Lord's 
rebuke is not againlt his People for their Principle 
and teftimony, but for their unſutableneſs to that 
Teſtimony and Principle of theirs which they pro- 
feſled, And now he is come in the way of this 
tryal to ſee whether we will cleave to him with oor. 
whole heart, and with,our whole ſoul ; what rem= 
nant they be who wlll cleave to him inprinciptes.. 
of Righteoulneſs, of Holineſs, of Purity, of God- 
lineſs, of Goſpel-worthip, of an Heavenly Con- 
verſation, and underneath the feet of theſe ſubje&X 
their intereſt of Eaſe, Reſt, Liberty, ERates, 
Limbs, Lives ; his Voice is therefore now, in this 
reſpect, who is upon the Lord's fide? Pſal.94.16, 
(3 4 Here 
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Kere its an exceeding mercy indeed to have ob- 


tained mercy to be faithful ; not to deny his 


Name whatever it coſts. 

6. Deliverance is then to be dreaded, not ac- 
cepred, when I cannot come at the good of Deli- 
verance, Without giving juſt occaſion of tumbling 
to many tr fall, and of grief and afflition to the 
ponds of many that ſfand. Precious in the fight 
of tne Lord are the lives and ſouls of the pooreſt 
Saints, and ought to be tender to us, that we do 
nothing whereby they be ſtumbled, offended, or 
made weak, much leſs defroyed for whom Chriſt 
died. Aſaphs firſt conviction of his extravagan- 
cy, Fſal.73.15. was, if he (ſhould ſpeak thus, he 
ſhould. offend 2gainſt the generation of Gods 
Children, As he 28 tender, ſo the Lord is very 
jealons of this, Ezek,13.22, hoW the heart of the 
Righteous be made ſad, whom God hath not made (ad, 
and the hands of the wicked ſtrengthned, that they 
ſhould not return from thur wicked way, &c. I con- 
feſs there is a great latitude of Liberty wherein a 
Chriſtian may walkin lawful things, among which 
the obtaining Deliverance is a branch of priv1- 
ledge ; burif it be attempted, as by many *cis, to 
the off-1ing, wounding, deſtroying of many of 
Chriit's little ones; a Milſtone hung about the 
nec, 8c. 18 more tolerable than the conſequence 
_ cf ſuca 2ttainTents, 

Object, But ſay ſome, The different tempers and 
artempers of people and of profeſſors 15 become ſuch, 
that there is no walking by #45 rule, in this caſe ; for 
there are divers Saints will come and tell me, if 1 da 
fuch or ſuch athins,t (hall fir and woand them,encou- 
7ace others to follow we toikur hart, Others(no way 
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( 39 ) | 
inferiour to the former in Wiſdom, Parts, Piery) 
rell me, If 7 do net ſach a thing, 1 ruine my family, 
am worſe than an Infidel, run them as well as my ſelf 
«pon danger, and temptations, ſo that in my omiſſion 
and refuſal, T ſhall grieve and offend them, and what 
may 1 doin thu caſe, when I am likely to offend Saints 
either way ? 

Axſw, When this is really ſo, it is a ſtrait caſe, 
though I think ſomewhat rare in all the ſtraitning 
circumſtances in the Obze@ion : but put the caſe 
it be ſo; thisis a ruled caſe with me, If I canbring 
the matter into this plain evidence, that in my do- 
ing it, I ſhall really endanger the one party to fin 
and in my not doing it, I ſhall but endanger the 
other party to ſuffer: being neceſſitated to a choice, 
T am to take that courſe whereby I may prevent 
the ones finning, though I cannot prevent but 
really endanger the others ſuffering, For as I may 
not commit any fin my ſelf to prevent my own 
ſuffering, ſo I may not run any one upon fin, to 
prevent another from ſuffering ; for betwixt fin 
and ſuffering there is no compariſon, Indeed I 
may not chuſe any (in or ſuffering in my ſelf, or a- 
nother,if it may righteoufly be avoided; but when 
I am driven to this Dilemma, though it be an hard 
yet it is a clear caſe what I am to do, and caſt the 
care of the iſſue upon the Lord, We have a very 
high inſtance of this in the caſe of Haman and 
Atordecat, Efth. 3. throughout. You have Haman 
advanced by the King toexceeding dignity, and & 
Royal Commandment, that all ſhould bow and do 
him reverence; a ſmall matter, juſt, and requiſite 
(one would think) for Mordecai, to have done as 
well as others, rather than break the Kings Com- 
. mands 


(90) 
mandment, incur Hamans burning rage, and re- 
venge, and endanger the deftruion of the whole 
people of Iſrael ; which yet he adventures to do, 
and to ſtand in, and cannot be_by fair means or 
foul, removed from it, What would have been ſaid 
of him nov (think you) to have run ſo many thou- 
ſands, both Eſtates and Lives, upon immediate 
hazard, rather than to yield a Civil token of ſub- 
jeRion to ſuch a Magiſtrate? What can be con- 
ceived to juſtifie him? Why, his Juſtification 
lies in the due conſideration of the two denomt- 
nations theſe two men have, in the firſ? and fourth 
verſes, What was Mordecar ? why he was a Jew; 
and he told them that enquired about the reaſons 
of his contempt, That he was a Jew, verſ.4. a Per- 
ſon of no mean Quality, Pedigree, and Accompt; 
ſee Eſth.2.5. Ezra.,2.2, Neh.p.7, And what was 
Haman ? Why (verſ.x.) he was the Son of Ama- 
datha the Agagite, What was eAgap ( whence 
Hamas deſcended ) He was the King of Amalck, 
the reli of that deſtruction about which God had 
not only expreſly determined, Exod. 17, 14, 16, 
Numb. 24.20, Deut,25.17,18,19. but given a 
very firict charge to Saul! to make utter rid- 
dance of him from under Heaven, 1 Sam,15.2,3, 
Now as this indiſpenſible Commandment lay for 
the deſtruAtion of Amalch in general, and ſuch in- 
dignation was provoked for paring Agg in par- 
ticular in that Chapter: So had the Lora expreſly 
determined, Namo.24.,7, His King fbould be bigh- 
er than Agag, and his Kingdom (hould be advanced, 
This Controverhe was to (tand unteconcileable 
from generation to generation (Exod. 17,16.) nay, 
wan /ſrec!{ Was at the loweſt, and the branch of 
Dau; 
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that day (they being in Captivity) yet was there 
preſerved 2 Root againſt Amalek, according to 
Tadg.5-14, This wicked Haman was the Jews ene. 
my, Eſth.3.10, & 7.6, the wretched root of en. 
mity abode in him, that he derived from the ſtock 
of Amalck, Unto him in this character, ſpirits 
and capacity, faithful fordecas cannot bow, he re. 
members the Lords Controverſie, Prophecy, Pro. 
vidences formerly againſt Amalck,, and hence he 
cannot boiy or yield in the leaſt, whatever it coſt ; 
the iſſue, as well as the intereſt of this Controver. 
fie, was not unknown to his Wiſe-men and Wife, 
before the final decifion of it, Chap. 6.13. If Mor- 
decai be of the Seed of the Jews, before whom thou 
haſt begun to fall, thou ſhalt not prevail againſt him, 
but ſhalt ſurely fall before him, Matk, hete is an In- 
tereſt again which God had a ſtated Controverſie, 
yet in one of the Branches of its Royal-line in a 
Riſing way, the not bowing and yielding to which, 
is the high-way to endanger preſently the Lives 
and Eſtates of all the /ſrae/ of God: yer, being 
Mordecas hath that foundation to ſtand upon, and 
1545 the Lord's Root againlt Amalck, its ſafer (he 
judgeth ) to adventure the lofing all that could be 
loſt, in a way of luffering, both his own and others, 
than betray the Lord's Intereſt; cloſe-up thus the 
Lord's Controverſie, (tep afide from tne Lord's 
Precepts, and make invalid the Lord's Promiſes ; 


_ and by his publick example,encourage and involve 


4 


others in the like iniquiries, The Conſequences 
of this faithful abiding with God, is well known : 
The accommodating it, is left to ſerious confide- 
ration, This Point in hand Rands clearly witneſſed 
zation, This Point 17 24a0G Rands cleatly witneſle 

0 


. BoB} 
to in it : When the ſufferings only of Saints [ye 
endangered if I take one way, and their finning be 
enazngered if I take the other; I amto reſiſt to 
btooo, ftriving againſt ſin, much more to bonds, or 
any other fortures or ſufferings. I do not deny 


cumftances clothing it, but yet many excellent 
noble lefions ty be ſafely deduced, 

I hall, fiom the whole of what hath been deli- 
vered under this hezd of Doctrine, draw a few 
Inferences, and proceed. 

1, If in ſo many caſes Saints are not to accept 
Deliverance, but 1ts the intereſt and excellency 
of their Faith rather to endure tortures: Then I 
beſeech you to be very tender how you judge 0- 
thers, for that upon tryals they do not accept of 
Delive:ance,on ſuch terms as may ſeem very plain 
and eafie unto you. Its the ordinary cenſure of 
ſome, Thus # but their humour, and ſelf-willedneſs, 
becauſe they woald ſcem to be ſomething, &c. 1 ſay, 
though you cannot make a judgment upon what 
botrom ſuch a Chriſtian Rands in not accepting 
Deliverance, yet do nor prelently conclude againſt 
him ; 1t may be he hath more reaſon to refuſe De- 
liverance than 1t 18 ſafe for him to expreſs unto o- 
thers, in an age When men are wade offexders and 
deſtroyed for a word; leave him to the Loid, and 
charitably ſuppoſe he hath a Conſcience to God- 
ward in what he doth ; and though it be miſ- 
ouided 1n this matter, yet its the beſt he hath, 
and he 1s bound ro make much of it; Do zot judge 
another man s Servant, to his owa Maſter heſtanis or 
falls, 
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2, I would upon the Promiſes further beſeech 
you, That fince there are ſo many caſes in which 

its dangerous ( however 1t may ſeem pleaſant) to 

accept Deliverance, you would give diligence that 

when theſe ſoul-ſhaking tryals are ready to beſet 

you, and ſet upon you, you may not be taken-in 2 
way of ſurprize : the greateſt miſchief Satan doth 

to ſouls in this kind is, when he frights them into 
Deliverance, and eſcape, ere ever thetr ſpirits are 
recovered to a juſt capacity to weigh and make a 
ſolid judgment what 15 belt to be done in the caſe, 
all things confidered. They are ready to be taken 
with that way of reaſoning that Eſau was, Gen. 25. 
32. Behold, 1 am at the point to die ; and what 
profit ſhall this Birth-right doto me ? So they : Be- 
hold! Iamat the point to be impriſoned, : to be 
baniſhed, to be tortured : and what good then can 
this Profeſſion do to me? And ſo being ſurprized 
with the fright, ſell their Birth-right for a little 
meat, or ſomething like it which periſheth with 
the uſing of it. In order to the preventing which 
miſchief, I beſeech you Conſider : 

1, Firſt, That this Tryal whereupon tne Lord 
brings you, perhaps is the principal, it not the only 
opportunity in which you may ever have the ad= 
vantage to ſpeak a word on Gods behalf, and bear 
thus witneſs for him as long as you live ; What ſhall 
we do for our Siſter in the day that (he u ſpoken for ? 
was a ſeaſonable queſtion, Cant.s &, There 1S a day 
when God is to be ſpoken for, Chriſt io be ſpoken 
for, Truth to be ſpoken for, which being elapſed, 
the things of this our peace may be hid from our 
eyes. Oh! therefore, wiile you have this opportu- 
nity, omit not to do good, to 1mprove it to the ut. 
molt, : 24ly, 
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2dly. Conſider, A little ground loft, at ſuch 2 
Seaſon, and in ſuch a Teſtimony, is hardly reco- 
vered again ; Where you find one Chriſtian ſound- 
ly recovers it, you May obſerve abundance decline 
and grow weak in making any future reſiſtance to 
remptations. We are called to follow the Lord 
as Virgins : now where the enemy hath prevailed 
once to violate the chaſtity of ſuch, to bruiſe the 
teats of their virginity, they afterivard grow weak 
to make oppoſition to attempts of the like nature, 
Eztk.16.30. How weak u thy heart, ſeeing thou doeſ 
all theſe things, the work, of an imperious whori(h 
woman ? A back-\liding Profeſſor is like a whoriſh 
woman, Who having loſt her chaſtity, though ſhe 
vetsan imperious forehead, yet hath a weak heart: 
though ſhe is bold to alert her chaſtity, yet ſhe i; 
weak to preſerve it. 

3dly. Conlider, How eafie and frequent it is 
with the Lord to make that deliverance which you 
buy ſo dear, .become a real burden to you. Hoy 
many wayes hath he to make your liberty a burd-n, 
by fre(h vexations ſuch meet withal, your Trade(fo: 
the ſake of which you adventure tuch firange at- 
rempts) a real burcen, by Loſſes Deadneſs,Crofles 
10 1t? Your very Lives a burden, by lickne(s, and Gi- 
vers otner vanitics and vexations of ſpirit? And 
who would buy that too dear, that is lyable to ſc 
many cauſualties ? Take hzed that Satan doth not 
at ſuca lurprizals make a market upon you ; fol 
you are not 1gnorant of his enterprizes, 

3. But leaving this Point, letus proceed to the 
Third Head, or manner of our confidering Deli- 
verance, and thatis, as Deliverance (tands com- 
pared With, and undervalucd by the pres __ of 2 

eter 


% 
Q F . 
2 


_ $2 


c— Ro Ee PO OY SNEs 
ECON DN EDT by 9s pI. , s 


wg WARS 


95 
better ReſurreRion,when the Tortnrers tender of 
Deliverence, and the Comforters tender of a 
better Reſurretion come in competition : though 
both are good in themſelves, yet Faith helps to 
make the choice of the Reſurrection, as being the 
better incomparably, notwithſtanding any incon=» 
veniencies on this {ide it, 

Hence the Third Suppoſition in the general 
DeoEtrine is, (3 That a Believing Proſpett imtothe 
Reſwrreilion, us of mighty force to carry a Chriſtian 
through any T ortures, aud torejett any unworthy ten- 
ders of Deliverance. 


Faith tranſmitting the eye upon Eternity, and ._- 


fixing the expeRation there upon the conſequences 
of the bleſled coming of the King, ſetsall atrights, 
turns the Scales toward the advantage of the Glo- 
ry and Intereſt of God, as wotthy to be adhered 
to: 1n compariſon of which Reſurrection, Torments 
are but a flea-biting, and Tenders of Deliverance 
as a painted feather. The Emphaſis lies in the 
term | Better, | Faith ſatisfies, that the ſoul in this 
hath choſen the better part, not only better than 
Suffering,for ſo may Deliverance ſeem to be: Bur 
Better upon all accompts whatſoever, than the 
belt and fairelt ctfer, that can pefhibly be made to 
deſloure, and intice from following after God, 
Earth may be good, Deliverange unto it, and the 
Accommodations in it, may be good ; but when 
they are at the beſt, Chiiſt is better, Heaven is bet- 
ter:to baveChnilt with us in Sufferipge, with Peace, 
Joy and Satisfaction here; and to be ever wita 

hiriſtin the Reſurrection of the Juſt, this 1s tran= 
ſcendently beit of all, The clearing ths Point 
would be aitgnpied ( did oct fine pievent ) 10 
; coniiders 
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conſidering particularly, theſe Three things : 

I, Deliverance at the beſt, With its power to 
allure us unto the choice of it | for its not it, 
when we are under offence atit, but Deliverance 
with its full allowance, that is brought undervalue 
in this choice. ] 

2, The ReſurreRion conſidered at the worſt, 
and as it lay obvious to Obj<Rions (eſpecially to 
them in that day) yet forcible and effeRual to per- 
ſwade. : 

3. The atings and excellency of Faith, in 
fingling out, and fixing the ſouls choice herein, 
notwithſtanding the abſence of any other Reaſon- 
ings or Arguments to turn the Scale, other than 
theſe drawn ſingly from the Concerns of this Reſur- 
rection. 

Theſe can be but briefly touched at preſent, as 
for the former, thus ; — 

Firf, Deliverance here offered (as was ſhewed 
before) is Deliverance with all its Accompliſh- 
ments and Accommodations, that we can imagine 
to ſet it off admirable, and apt to take with a tor- 
tured, tempted, poor Creature ; (I mean in an 
humane dreſs ) all that the Adverſary is capable 
of adding to it, to give it a gloſs, that may effectu-. 
ally anſwer his ends. Now there are Two things 
which do tend much this way, and are apt to be 
very taking to a (enſual or watchleſs eye. (x) The 
Pleaſantneſs, (2) The Preſemtneſs of Deliverance, 
as I may expreſs it, 

(x) Its one main part of the Tempters buſineſs 
to ſet off, as he can, the taking Pleaſantneſs of De- 
liverance ; he baited his Hook to Chri with all 
the Kingdoms of the World and the glory of them, 
and 
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and that in a moment of time, With this offer, Al 
this Power will I grove thee, and the Glory of them, 
Luke 45,56. To Aſaph, With a condition of men 
that have no bands in death, their ſtrength firm, 
are not in trouble as other men, nor plagued as 0-" 
ther men; eyes ſtanding out with fatneſs, they have 
more than heart could wiſh. — Therefore God's 
People often turn in hither, Pſal. 73. beginning. - 
The firſt temptation Was by a Tree good for food, 
pleaſant to the eye, and to be deſired to make one 
wiſe, Gez.3.6, He never wants high and fair pro- 
fers to Make up a temptation effeRual to allure 2 
You ſhall buy and ſell, be free of the great City, 
4hat made rich all her Merchants ( Rev.18.,10, to 
19.) ſo you will receive the mark in the forehead, 
'or right hand ; you may admit it ſecretly, if you 
will not openly, chap.13.t6,17. 

(2) The Tempter alſo infits much, and gains 
much advantage by repreſenting and impoſing the 
Preſentneſs of Deliverance ; you ſhall have this 
preſently. The Reſurrection you ſpeak of, is 
oreat Way off, a long time to come; and will you 
rarry till the Heavens be no more for ſuch a 
thing, and in mean time overlook that Deliver. 
ance Which iS in hand ? A Bird in Hand # worth two 
3n the Wood, Better ws the ſight of the eyes, than the 
wandring of the deſire, Eccleſ. 6. 9, This offer of 
things that are ſeen, hath oreat prevalency With a 
ſoul who lives more by Sence than by Faith ; this 
was the ſnare of Demas, hg forſook that way of the 
Lord, having loved the priſent world, 2 T:m.4.10. 
To be delivered from the preſent world, (Gal.1.4.) 
18 an extraordinary ſalvation, "ein io apt to 
take With us Wien ve begin to grow. weary, "and 
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can wait on the Lord no longer; and reckon (as 
Was noted of Eſau) 1 amat the point of Death, and 
what good can this Birth-right ( this hope of a Re- 
ſurrection, and another World to come) do to me ? 
Give me Deliverance, will ſuch a one ſay,or I die, 
Thus the Captive Exile haſteth, leſt he die in the 
Pit, and his bread ſhould fail. — 

Secondly, But confider we the ReſurreRion;and 
here if we will improve the thoughts of it to ad- 
vantage, we {ſhould admit to our thoughts about ir 
thoſe Objeions that may make it ſeem leſs ta- 
king ; there are Three of them that we may eaſily 
conjecture might rationally ariſe in the ſpirits of 


theſe poor tempted tortured ones, againſt their 


adhering to the ReſurreRion in the negleQ of pre- 
ſent Deliverance, 

x, About the very truth of this Notion of the 
ReſurreRion, there 1s the appearance of a very 
great impoſſibility, Fleſh and Blood, Sence and 
Reaſon object. How can theſe things be ? If a man die 
cas he live again ? Of all lroing there ts hope ; a ti- 
wing Dog ts better than a dead Lyon ; the living know 
hat they ſhall die, but the dead know nothing at all, 
Eceleſ.9.4,5. | 

Theſe are the Reaſonings of a rational mind 
that admits only of humane demonſtration. When 
Paul was making his Defence before Agrippa, one 
who was expeTt in all Cuſtoms and Queſtions a- 
mong the Fews, yet reaſons on this Suppoſition, 
That 1t was thought a thing incredible with them 
that God ſhould raiſe the dead, As 26, 8, with 
verſ,3, If the queſtion be put, Can theſe dry boxes 
live ? Senſe, Reaſon, Learning, hath no better wy 
0219 
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this aKoniſhed anſwer, Lord, thox knoweFt, Eck; 


37. 3- This now 18a great diſadvantage unto a ra= 
tional choice, as our caſe is. But here ſteps iy 
Faith, which a&s upon dead things, adead Womb _- 
in Sarab, dead Loins in Abrabem, a Sactificed © 
Tſaac , a Crucified Chriff, the ſlaughtered 7itneſes, ; 
2 betrayed Carſe, are ſubjects proper to a living 
Faith to exerciſe its ſelf upon, when it hath a word 
of Promiſe ; Fath thinks it not incredible that 
God ſhould raiſe the dead; it lives upon that 
great Power that raiſed Feſws from the dead : So 
that chough the bones be ſcattered about the Graves 
mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth Wood, 
Pſal. 141. 7. though the bodies of the Saints are 
oiven to be meat to the Fowls of the Heaven, and 
their fleſh to the Beaſts of the Earth, their Blood 
ſhed like water, and there be none to bury th-m, 
Pſal,79.2,3. though Limb be torn from Limb, »nd 
Quarter ſer at the greateſt difience from Qua:ter 
though the fire devours the Bowels, and the Dogs 
lick the Blood, yet Faith 1s not hereby loſt in 2 
certainty of Concluſion ; This is Duſt in Cove- 
nant With the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, & Facob 
and though it be dead to us, yet all live to him, 
Luke 20.37,38. 

2. If there ſhould be a yielding to the poſſibili- 
ty of it, yet it might be objeRted, The demonſtre- 
tion of the Point, and its determination in Scrip- 
ture-evidence, Was not apparent and manifeſt in 
that day ; Life and Immortality being reſerved to 
be brought to light through the Goſpel, 2 Tis. 1, 
x0. and the way into the Holieft of all, being not 
yet made manifeſt, while as the firſt Tabernaple 
was yet ſtanding, Heb. 9. 8. Not but that there 

FN H 3 Was 


xOO 
was 2 ſufficient Teſtimony in the Scriptures of 
Moſes and the Prophets to this Truth, to guide Be- 
levers in the Hope of Glory ; but ſo far was there 
a Vail on this, as Well as other Truths, that the 
Sadducts, a Sect of no mean Repute and Authority 
in the Few!ſh Church, not only queſtioned, but ut- 
terly denyed any ſuch thing to be founded in the 
' Old Teſtament at all, Mar. 22.23. As 23,8. 
Nay, under the clear manifeRations of this Truth 
in the Teſtimony of Chriſt and the Apoſtles in the 
New Teſtament, you ſee a generation Who aftirm- 
ed, That the Reſurreflion 1s paſt already, and over- 
threw the Faith of ſome 3 againſt whom the Apoſtle 
diſputes at large, x Cor, 15, Nay, notWithſtan- 
ding all this, we ſee in all Ages there have been 
ſome, who by weakning the Authority of the Scrip- 
eures in geneeal, or by alawleſs, wanton allego- 
rizipg the Scriptures that refer to this and other 
precious Truths in particular, do ſatisfie their rea- 
ſon in rejecting rhe truth of the Lord's Teſti- 
mony herein. If it may be ſuppoſed that theſe 
ſouls, of whom the Text makes report, ſhould be 
aſſaulted with any part of this t:»yptation, about 
The obſcurity of the revelation of this Doctrine in 
the Scriptures, it muſt needs-magnifie the excel- 
Jency of their Faith, that conquered this diſadvan- 
tage, and through this cloud alſo conclude, the 
preferency of the Reſurreion to their tendered 
Deliverance. 

3. But ſuppoſing the poſſibility and probability 
of this Doctrine be acknowledged to have been 
undoubted to them, yet this might remain a very 
conliderable rexzora 1n their way; it was a thing a 
oreat While to come ; many thouſand years have 
paſled 
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paſſed ſince the aſſertion of it, and yet no appear? 
ance of it; and many thouſand years may yet be 
ere it take place ; as was their reaſoning, Ezeh,12., 
27. and as the Scoffers of the laſt dayes objec, 
2 Pet. 3.4 Now (as was ſaid) when againſt this is 
objeRed, the Preſentneſs of the Worlds offer, you 
ſhall have Deliverance preſently, Liberty preſent- _ 
ly, Eaſe preſently ; and will you tarry till Doomſ- 
day for a Reſurreion ? The conquelt of this ob- 
jection muſt needs beſpeak the great poiver of 
Faith in the preſent choice. 

Thirdly, Now conſider we the aRings of Faith, 
1n its interpoſition to turn the ſcale upon the ſingle 
ptoffer of the ReſurreRton, and for the ſake of it 
to ſlight the terror ; nay, to imbrace the ſentence 
of a Gibbet, a Stake, a Rack, an Ax, an Halter, 
a Tranſportation into Exile ; ſurely we may con- 
clude a man hath need deal upon notable prin- 
ciples that is thus furniſhed. Now Path helps 
by being rhe evidence of things that are not (cen, 
25» 

I, By annihilating, and rendring very empty 
and vain all thoſe things that can be offered in 
competition ith the Reſurrection. 

2, By realizing, and rendering very ſubſtan=- 
tial and precious, all thoſe things that are pro- 
miſed in,and accompany the ReſurreRion, Briefly 
thus ; 

Firſt, A diſcovery is made by believing, of the 
invalidity to an Hcavenly mind, and its divine 
reaſonings of all that can potlibly be offered by the 
Tempter, or his Totrturers to debauch ; Conſider 
themeither (I) 1a their ſingle nature as they all 
are {ubjeRed through the fall to vanity, How 
Go H 3 many 
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many have this Deliverance, and are curſed with 
it, croſt with it, blaſted init, unable to keep ir, os 
_ comfort themſelves under it > Take Deliverance 
alone, and what isit? A Cruft for a Dog (ſaith 


Zuther of the Turkiſh Empire) a feaſt too empty | 


to (atisfie av immortal ſoul, Wilt thou ſet thy eyes 
on that which is not? The whole Book of Ecclefi- 
aftes practically opened, is the effeR of believing 
in a gracious heart, Vaxity of Vamties ( ſaith the 
Preacher, and ſo ſaith the Believer) Yaxty of Va- 
aities, all 5 yamty, (2) Confider we them in 
conjunRion With the fin that buys them, by means 
whereof they receive the denomination of the 
pleaſures of fin. And then wherezs'1n the former 
reſpe& they were at beſt but vamty, in this they 
are vexation of (prit as evil flickneſs ; wherein many 
thruft themſelves through with many ſorrows, 
drown themſelves in ruine and perditiov ; and in 
this ſence to be avoided and fled from as from a 
Serpent. (3) Confider we them in their compe- 
tition with Jeſus Chriſt, and as frequently they 
ſtand in oppoſition to him, and then they are very 
pernitious, muſt be hated, Lake 14. 26. elſe we 
Cannot be his Diſciples. 

Secondly, Faith makes a diſcovery of the Reſur- 
ru;F10n, and gives ſatisfaRory evidence about it, 
as that which hath weight to bear down all contra- 
ry cojections ; the way it takes is not to fill the 
imagination with ſpeculatory Notions, but to put 
jt out of doubt, and quiet it in receiving the Te- 
ftimony God hath given by his Son therein : And 
particularly (x) it gives evidence of a very full 
and ſatisfaFory repairation of all thoſe breaches 
that all theſe tortures and ſufferipgs could make 
pPoR 
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upon their concerns therein. They, "mentioned 
Heb.13.34- took, joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, 
krowing 1m themſelves they bave in Heaven a better 
ith { and az during ſubſtance, Whatever Loſſes they 
pty | ſuſtained in Stock or otherwiſe, it interrupted not 
/es | their joy, they took it joyfully, the ReſurreRion 
fs will pay for all. The like is true of the marks of 
| the Loxd Jeſus they now bear about in their bo. 
he dies; now indeed they are the badges of loſs and 


RR infamy, but he accounts it is better to enter into 
in Life blind and maimed, than to adventure Hell by 
ns ſaving them. Art the ReſurreQion of the Juſt, our 
” vile bodies ſhall be made like unto the glorious 
er body of our Lord, In point of the perfeRion of 
y | them, we know not what we ſhall be , only this 


y we know, That whez) be appeargth we ſhall be like 
r, bim, for we ſhall ſee him as bes. (2) As it evi- 
n | denceth arepair of loſſes thus ſuſtained ; ſo it aſ- 
a | cercaineth a moſt abundant recompence, not of 
— KF Debt butof Grace, when they that ſuffer with him 
y [hall receive the Croivn of Life ; for ſhame they 
y ſhall receive double, and for confuſion they (hall 
> || rejoycein their portion, When this ſhall be re- 
'' membred, Ye are they who bave continued with me 

in my T emptations, and I appoint unto you a Kingdom, 
u my Father hath appointed unto me, Luk.,22.,28,29, 
Nhen for whatever hath been loſt or forſaken of 
his kind, there ſhall not only be made good the 
lundred-fold-promiſed, Mar. 19.29, in Peace, 
:oy, and Conſolation in Tribulation, but in that 
Norld to come Life everlaſting. 

I ſhall draw the whole to a Concluſon in theſe . 
Two or Three Inferences of Duty, 

3, If all this (anda great deal more that wg 


H 4 


( 104) | 
he ſaid) hold true, touching the worth as well as 
the truth of the Reſurre&ion ; Then would I be. 
ſeech you, that you do not ſell the Dorine of it 
for a Song 3 do not be ſo eaſily baffled as many be 
out of the Faith and expeRation of it, by a few 
Allegorical Notions, and plauſible evaſions of JW « 
thoſe Scripture-Teſtimonies that give evidence to | 
this Truth, in which is wrapt up ſo mych of your 
ſtanding Conſolation when ever you are called by 
any manner of death to put off your Tabernacle, 
that your fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in Hope, and your 
vile body be changed into the likeneſs of Chriſt's 
glorious body : Whatever natural corruption, weak- 
neſs, diſhonour it be ſown in, yet it ſhall be raiſed 
ſpiritual, in incorruption, power, glory, and be es 
yer with the Lord. 

2. Be intreated to give your ſelves more nnto 
a ſearch and Rudy of that bleſſed truth that con- 
cerns your ReſurreRion, and the glory that ſhall 
follow ; and be not ye eably Rartled and offended 
at it by reaſon of the miſcarriages of ſome who 
have been Afertours of it, and been too forward 
to vent their raſh Conceptions touching divers 
things about it. You know the bleſſedneſs pro- 
pounced on them who reade and hear the things 
contained in that Book, welt moſt profeſſedly openg 
the Mylteries thereof, & yielded in the Vifion and 
and Revelation of it, ſuch ſtanding Conſolation 
unto Johy, to whom it was made known ; and is 
2 Doctrine of unſpeakable trength and encourage- 
ment to the Lord's ſuffering, baniſhed, tortured 
Qncg, 28 many in this day have found it. 

3. Draw forth the Improvement of your ac- 
knowled2<9 conceptions and expeRtations of on 
dey 
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day, in 2 way of Conſolation, rejoycing in Hope; 
and preffing after the Light, Faith, Spirit, and 
Power of it, Making ſure of your right to, and 
proper qualifications for that day. Blefſed and Holy 


; are they that have a part in this firſt Reſurretion 


eſpecially improve it ( as I ſaid ) to Conſolation 


EZ in all the loſſes you have ſuſtained, or ate like to. 
This may ſcem one (amongſt others) to you, that 


poor Worn that ſpeaks, 18 to part (at preſent) with 


{ you, and it may be may ſee your face in the fleſh 
= no more ; doth this ſeem any way grievous ? why, 
& letus carry the caſe in our thoughts beyond the 

* Grave, in a path of faithfulneſs ; the Reſurre&i- 


on will bring us together again, and make amends 
for all the loſs herein ſuſtained : Then we ſhall be 
ever With the Lord in that triumph, of which the 
ſtranger cannot intermeddle with the Joy. Com- 
fort one another with theſe words, and the God of 
alt Conſolation be with you, Amen, 
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| Dead, Cauſe: 


| chin s kind co of ſincere 
(though weak) attempts, to pre- 
ſerve a ſweet ſavour upon his 
Concerns in the World, under 
thoſe many deaths he 1s pleaſed 
to draw on them, until their 
promiſed Reſurrection. 


Heb, 12.22. But ye are come to Mount Sion, and un- 
to the City of the Living God, the Heavenly Feru- 
ſalem, and to an innumerable company of Angels. 

Gen.50.26. So Foſeph died, being an hundred and 
ten years old : and they embalmed him, and he was 
put in a ( offia in Egypt. 

Iſa.26,19. Thy dead men ſhall live, together with my 
dead body ſhall they ariſe. Awake and ſing ye that 
dwell in du$t : for thy dew ts as the dew bobs, and 
the Earth ſhall caſt ont the dead. 

Job 14-14. j a man die, ſhall he live again ? All the 
dayes of my appointed time will 1 wait, till my 
—_ come. 
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Mark. 14. 8. 


She hath done what ſhe could : ſhe i come aforehand 
ro anont my Body to the burying. 


Heſe words are part of Chriſts own Vin- 
dication of, and Apology for a very ac- 
ceptable work of an Holy Woman, 

; which nevertheleſs, through their grear 
| miſtake, came under a very ſevere cenſure at the 
| hands of the very Diſciples of Chriſt themſelves, 
' Hat. 26,6, who taking knowledge only of fo 
/ much therein, as occured to their ſenſe and carnal 
reaſon ; admitted thereby not a little diſquiet on 
their own ſpirits ( they had indignation, verſ.4. they 
murmured, veil.5.) and reflected mnch trouble 
uponyhers,verſ,6, Even ſuch high-raiſed and Hea- 
venly ations of Saints, as have the moſt chojceſt 
eſteem and acceptance With the Lord, may yet 
meet With very undue repreſentations, and pro- 
cure 


Us . 
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cure very ſtrange refleftions from the hands of 0: —_ 


thers truly dear to Chriſt; It ſhould therefore be 


no greater ſtrange thing t6;u$to = ie by mans 
n{dgementy-,irs well; we Rand: or Foe 


alter. 

But ſo well was the integrity of her ſpirit, and 
the noble principles, and ſprings of this aRion 
kaown to-Chriſt, ard apptoved'by tim, that him- 
ſelf undertakes het defente ( When perhaps her 
trouble at their hard meaſure, might top her own 
mouth) and appears to plead her cauſe not only ſo 


far as to give a preſet check to their raſh conclu- | 
fion, and a teſtimony to the goodneſs and accep-|Þ 
tableneſs of her work : but withal takes order by Þ 


an unalterable appointment for perpetuating the Þ 


praiſe thereof, verſ. 9. That where ever the Goſpel Þ 


of Grace (hould be Preached throughont the world, this 
that ſhe had done ſhould be declared for a Memo- 


rial of her, Chriſtians under cloudy cenſures loſe | 
nothing at laſt by leaving their cenſured ſelves | 


and a&ings,to be vindicated by the Lord, to whom 
their integrity is known, and their cauſe commit- 
ted, Micah 7.9,10. 


Where ever the Doctrine of the Grace of Chriſt |? 


ſhould be proclaimed, this ſhould be produced as 
a lively inſtance, pattern, and- example, to illu- 
ſtrate and conhrm the power and prevalency there- 
of, in that it is of power to beget on ſo covtemp- 
tible a weak veſſel] as this poor Woman was, ſuch 
excecding largeneſs, nobility, and ingenuity of 
ſpirit,as was bzyond what the gallanteſt principles 
or endeavours of meer Man could arrive unto 
and yet when the memorial hereof was to be men= 
tioned, when the Goſper (ſhould be Preached -= 
Lack 


(x12) EY 
ther to Nations abroad, or Generations focome; 
the principaliintendtnent was not meerly to affix a 
mark of -honour upon this” individual perſon,' or 
this ſingle aR- (for her very name is hid both heres 
verſ.3 and in Mat.26.6,7,) but to commend and 
advance the value of the principles atd motives 
ſhe went upon, fo the encouragement and admoe - 
nition of us, and others, upon whom the ends of - 
the World are come, x Cor.10.,11. Rowm.15-4, I 
purpoſe not to mention, or ſtay upon the profitable 


7 deductions and inferences that would commend 


7 themſelves from the coherence of the words, ot 


& rfatter round about them, intending but a preſent 


7 brief Comment on tkem. 


In the words firſt read, we have a double Cha 


) racer of her noble ſpirit ſer forth. 


9 ns _ "TT. : 
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Firſt, In the extent of her at, She bath done 


* what ſhe conld, 


Secondly, In the intent of it, She # come afere- 


| bard to anont my body, &s. 


She hath done what WF 0u/d} The word doth not 
meerly fignifie that (he had ſtretched her ſelf to 
the utmoſt bounds of her eſtate and ability that 
way,to purchaſe ſo coſtly a canfeQiion as this Was 2 
for the greatneſs of the coſt manifeſted it ſelf to 
their offence, and it could no way mitigate their 
diſquier, to tell them how much ſhe had expended 
in that reſpeR ; but hereby I underſtand Chriſt 
would have.them know that a certain raiſedneſs 
and greatneſs of ſpirit had ated her to the utmoſt, 
beyond the ordinary ſphere of Beleevers, to de- 
viſe and praRiſe liberal notable things, ſo that 
ſhe was not capable of being reſtrained and cir- 
cumſ@ibed within a parrow compals, ſhe did _ 
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| (x10) 
cure very ſtrange refleftions from the hands of 0: 
thers truly dear to Chriſt; It ſhould therefore be 


eater firange thingt6;u$to be jiflaed by mang 
menth. re ell He Rind: ales) hor 


thert 
the Þ 


alter. 
But ſo well was the integrity of her ſpirit, and 
the noble principles, and ſprings of this aRion 
kaown toChiiſt, ard apptoved'by him, that him- | 
ſelf undertakes her tdefente ( When perhaps her | the \ 
trouble at their hard meaſure, might top her own | PUIF 
mouth) and appears to plead her cauſe not ovly ſo ded! 
far as to give a preſet check to their raſh conclu. | the! 
fion, and a teſtimony to the goodneſs and accep- | MU 
tableneſs of her work: bur withal takes order by | Þrie 
an unalterable appointment for perpetuating the ] 
praiſe thereof, verſ. 9. That where ever the Goſpel | raC 
of Grace (hould be Preached throughont the world, this Þ |! 
that ſhe had done ſhould be declared for a Memo- Þ wh 
rial of her. Chriſtians under cloudy cenſares loſe | 
nothing at laſt by leaving their cenſured ſelves Þ ba 
and a&ings,to be vindicated by the Lord, to whom | 
their integrity is known, and their cauſe commit- | 
ted, Micah 7.9, 10. th 
Where ever the Doctrine of the Grace of Chriſt Þ 
ſhould be proclaimed, this ſhould be produced as |þ 19 
a lively inſtance, pattern, and example, to illu- | tþ 
ſtrate and confirm the power and prevalency there- || di 
of, in that it is of power to beget on ſo cootemp- iT 
tible a weak veſſel as this poor Woman was, ſuch | 
exceeding largeneſs, nobility, and ingenuity of 
ſpirit,as was bzyond wiat the gallanteſt principles 
or endeavours of meer Man could arrive unto ; 
and yet when thz memorial hereof was to be men= 
tioned, when the Goſper ſhould be Preached _ 
Lack 


(22x) 

ther to Nations abroad, or Generations focome; 
the principaliintendiment was not meerly to affix a 
mark of -honour upon this” individual perſon, er 
this ſingle a (for her very Bane is hid both heres 
verſ.3 and in H4at.26.6,7,) but to cotnmend and 
advance the value of the principles at2d motives 
ſhe went upon, fo the encouragement and admoe | 


| nition of us, and others, upon whom the ends of - 


the World are come, x Cor.10,11. Row,15-4., I 
purpoſe not to mention, or ſtay upon the profitable 
deductions and inferences that would commend 


| themſelves from the coberence of the words, ot 


matter round about them, intending but a preſent 


| brief Comment on them. 


In the words firſt read, we bave a double Chas 


| Tater of her noble ſpirit ſet forth. 


Firſt, In the extent of her at, She bath done 


: what ſhe could, \ 


Secondly, In'he intent of it, She #s come afore= 


| band to anount my body, &s. 


She bath done what WF 0u1d] The word doth not 


| meerly fignifie that ſhe had ſtretched her ſelf to 
| the utmoſt bounds of her eſtate and ability that 
| Way,to purchaſe ſo coſtly a canfeQion as this was 2 
| for the greatneſs of the coſt manifeſted it ſelf to 
| their offence, and it could no way mitigate their 
| diſquier, to tell them how much ſhe had expended 


in that reſpeRt ; but hereby I underſtand Chriſt 
would have them know that a certain raiſedneſs 
and creatneſs of ſpirit had ated her to the utmoſt, 
beyond the ordinary ſphere of Beleevers, to de- 
viſe and practiſe liberal notable things, ſo that 
ſhe was not capable of being reſtrained and cir- 
cumſa@ibed within a narrow compals, ſhe did "_ 
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She # come afore-handto anoint,] By what im- 


pulſe, or inſtio& of ſpirit, or with what diſtin&|| 
and evidence her underſtanding was affifted to re-| 
- - ceive the Dorine of,. and to make provifion forÞ| 
the Funeral of her Lord, is not expreſly mentio-| 
y ned, - This is evident, that the Diſciples general- 


ly were very dark, "nay averſe to notions of this 


kind, their: expeRations being very earthly & car- 
| nal, of being advanced with him; to ſome external | 
Pomp and Glory, - which his Death and Burial (ſo | 
ſuddenly) was inconſiſtent with, by reaſon of |! 
their weakneſs and readineſs to be offended, | 
wherein the Lord was very tender of propounding | 
the Doarine, and diſtilling the Notions of his þ: 


Death among them, whilt he was with them, 


Fohn-16. 4+ And what he delivered of this kind | 


was hardly regarded or remembred till afterward, 


Fobs 2.22, & 12.16, Luke 24.8. But this good || 
Woman had carly impreſſhons made upon her heart | 
/- of this blefled Truth, SH» 4: afore-hard, not only 


with the diſpenſation ict ſelf, but alſo wich the moſt 
forward of the Diſciples themſelves, expeRing 
it, and preparing for it, 

To anount my Body to the burying.) This was the 
manner of the Fewes to bury, Fohs 19.40. eſpeci- 
ally where a ceverend and honourable eſtimation, 
or ſingular affection were to be expreſſed. What 
might be extraordinary in her eye will hereafcer 
be ſpoken to ; only, towards the drawing this'a& of 
hers into a Way of improvement for common uſe, 
1t may not be amiſs t&conſider the body of Chriſt, 
not only litterally,as was immediately intended in 
her aR, but in a figurative accepration, as other 
Scliptures 


ſhe could, for ſhe could not but do what ſhe did.' | 
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(13) | 
Scriptures may help, and warrant td confidet it; 
and our concerns about it. Thus, ſometimes by the 


= Body of Chriſt is intended his Church atd People, 
$ conſidered in their capacity of confliing with 
T many deaths and dangers, wherein they need, and 


depend upon him for aid and influence as theit 


I Head, x Cor.12.27, Cole, 1, 18, 24. Eph, x, 23, 


The Body of Chriſt may alſo be applied to fignifie 


# ſometimes the whole Oeconomy, or adthiniftrationg 


of the concerns of Chriſt in the World, for the 


peculiar good of his Church, eſpecially with re- 
7 ſpe&to the Inſiitutions of the Goſpel, according 
2 as the Legal Inflitutions, Ordinances, and Ad- 
7 miniſtrations of Moſesare called the body of Moſes, 
 Fude verſ.9, compared with Zech.3.2. (where the 
| conteſt was about the reſtitution of the Ordinances 
'! of the Lord, according tothe Moſaical Inſtitution 
 afterthe captivity) I ſay asthe adminiſtrations of 


the Law, are called the body of Moſes, about which 
Satan had a conteſt then, ſo may (by juſt analogy) 
the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, be called the body 
of Chriſt, againſt which Satan hath not only many 
conflicts with them that are anointed, and honour= 
ed to be a Royal Prieſthood, but in the infinite 
Wiſdom of God, and for the bringing about, and 
perfeQing of his deſigns with greater glory, he 
hath deſigned manifeſt deaths and burials there- 
unto, that his Reſurretion-Pover may be the 
more fully manifeſted, Hoſ.6.12, Iſa.26.19, Rev, 
119,10 ii.Unto this his Body myitically and fi- 
ouratively conſidered, there being ſuch promiſes 
of a Reſurrection, there is alſo a ſpiritual embal- 
ming to be performed toit, compleat to the capa» 
cities of the Lords dear Children, all effayes and 

I offers 


114) 
offers hereunto 'in ſach 1argeneſs of heart, and 


preventing forwardneſs as Was found in this Hand-ſ 
maid, have a very fingular reſentment and accep-Þ 
rance With the Lord, as ſhall hereafter be ſhewed, | 
the which I hope may be treated of, and applied|} 
to our caſe, without Rretching the Metaphor be. | 


yond the bounds of Scripture allowance, or di- 


oreſſing from the Spitits intendment concerning 1 


us in this place. 


vation ; 


DoR. That the Lord highly prizeth all vigorow - 
attempts of his weakeſt Children, to preſerve a ſweet |* 
ſavour oy the concerns of Feſus Chriſt, when they are |" 


expoſed to death and burial, 

All Nations where the Goſpel comes, muſt expreſly 
take notice ( for a pattern to all that ſhall beheve) 
what a value and eftemation Chriſt had of, and 


an apology fora cenſured act of a glorious foul, 


laid out early and nobly upon what concerned 
him, when under a ſentence of death and burial, 
by the wiſe appointment of God ( though to be 
executed by the hands of wicked men) ſo that if it 
might not be preſerved from rage and ſcorn, yet 
fhould from fſtenct and an evil ſavour, as much as 
Jay in her, till its hoped-for Reſurre&ion ſhould 
ſer it above either what ſhe could do for it, or the 
enemics againſt ir;may ve therefore in our capact- 
ties learn that leflon, Go and do likewiſe, Luke 10. 
37, Inhandling this Point I ſhall not confine 
my ſelf to any other method, than will offer it 
felf in confidering this lively inſtance and pattern 
to Believers in the Text ;. what was the peculiar 
excellency cf her act indiſceinable to good men 
[ak 


The words thus opened, afford us this Obſer- k 


tha! 
nei 


(x19) 
that were ſanders by, and wherein the acceptable2 
neſs lay, and thence by way of proportion where 
the cogent reaſon and influence of it lyes, reſpe&- 
ing us at this day. 

Firſt, Then we may confider the inward ſprings 
and motsves of her attion that lay hid from ordinary 
obſervation, upon which her ſpirit was raiſed, and her 
E] ——— extended to this degree mentioned in the 
= 46Xxk6, 
: Secondly, We may conſider the effeft of theſe lively 
| and enyobling principles, manifeſting its ſelf in the dis 


mu | mentions of her attivity, or how it was ſaid of her, 
«|; Shedid what ſhe could, 
et Thirdly, T he buſineſbor aff air it ſelf, about which 


ſhe was converſant; a very thankleſs office in the 
'' thoughts of thoſe that were lookers on, though they 
were the Diſciples of Chriſt, and men hononrable im 
many other refpeits above her, 

Fourthly, The eſtimation and acceptance that it 
ferds with Chriſt, mtwithſlanding the hard meaſure, 
and ſevere cenſures at the hands of men. 

I ſhall only ſpeak of all theſe 1 her, ſo, 2S19 
immediately applicable to our own cafe as we go 
' along. | 
: Firſt, As for the firſt of theſe ; namely, The 
bidden principles and ſprings of motion that were open 
to the Eyes of Chriſt with whom (he bad to do, though 
miſtaken and miſs-judged by thoſe ſpeftators, Not to 
enlarge in that variety as the matter will bear, 
there are theſe two that offer themſelves by Chritts 
diſcovery to our view and learning, as being need- 
ful indeed to all generous and noble actions that 


| are wrought, 
G I 2 3, Therg 


x16 

x, There lay at the bottom of -her a; a lively | 
faith, ſtrong and operative 1n this very matter; not Þ 
only in receiving the diſcovenies.of the death and Þ 


burial of her Lord, whereunto the Diſciples were Þ* 


ſo generally unacquainted, - but alſo the aſſurance Þ* 
of .his ſpeedy Reſurrection, not only in the hints F* 
that himſelf had given of it, but alſo from. the te- 


Rimony that the Spirit had long fince born, Pſa. 16, Þ® 
10, that he (hould not ſee corruption 1n the grave, his Þs 
early witneſs whereunto we have, Fohs. 2. 19. | 


ſpeaking of the Temple of his body, werſ. 20, he 
ſaith, Deſtroy this Temple, and in three dayes I will 
raiſeit up again: Till he was riſen from the dead, 
this was not underſtood, or at leaſt not regarded 
and remembred (verſ.22.) by the Diſciples; only 
ſuch and ſo great, apprehenſive and ative, was the 
Faith of this good Woman, that ſhe receives the 
Do&rine of the Death and Burial, and quick Re+ 
ſurreQion from the Grave, of her dear Lord, and 
accordingly put her ſelf to this great Coſt, to ſigni- 
fie her complyance with the Promiſe, that he 
ſhould be buried, but not ſubje&ted to that cor- 
raption and putrefaCtion that attends that ſtate and 
condition of all others. We reade of the ſame 
Mary, Job. 11,2, in conjunction with her Siſter 
Martha, that when they were concerned in the 
burial of their Brother Zazarzs, though there was 
no want but rather a ſuperabundance of love to 
him, living and dying : Chriſt /oved him, Joh.xr, 
55,35. The Diſciples loved him, for they could 
be content to go and die with hizs, verſ. 16, His 
Siſters loved him to ſome exceſs, wer. 31, and yet 
becauſe they had no expectation of his Reſurrecti- 
oa till the general Reſyrretion, verſ, 24. they 
| | yielded 


CF. 
yielded him up to corruption, Foh, r7, 13,14. ſo 
that when he had been dead four dayes, they con- 
3 cluded by this time he Rinketh, verſ. 39, plainly 
3 ſhewing, that having not any faith, or fore-fighr 
[3 of hisreturn to life again ſo ſpeedily, they were 
at no coſt to embalm or perfume him agaiaſt the 
ſtench of the Grave: but touching him whom God 
would raiſe up from the Grave not to ſee corrupti- 
on, (wherein he tranſcended David who wrote that 
Pſalm, who having ſerved his generation, by the 
W.ll of God fell aſleep, Was laid to his Fathers, 
and ſaw corruption) Atts 13, 34, to the 37. Aﬀs 
2.24. to the 32, So true and ſtrong was her Faich 
herein, that ſhe deals not with him as with Laza- 
7144, but afore-hand anoints him ; and after he was 
in the Grave, again prepares another ConfeRtion 
of choice Embalm to perfe&t what might be lack- 
02 in the former, Luke 23. 56. Mark 16,1, by 
Which we may perceive that Faith ( and ſach as 
| was not found in /ſrae/ ordinarily) lay at the bot- 
 tomzand contributed aid and influence to all theſe 
 oreatacts, and to this particularly wherein ſhe did 
what ſhe could for Chriſt. In juſt proportion here- 

' unto,and on the ſame reaſon,is thete need cf Faith 
| unfeigned, even Faith of the operation of God, to 
ingage ſouls to ſheiv the like reſpec to the dying 
' Cauſe, Intereſt, and Concernments of Jeſus Chriſt, 
[ Other men ( and they alſo good men in the main) 
generally give it over, When ſuch diſtreſs and dy- 
ing pangs come on it,till Chriſt come in the clouds 
| of Glory, eſpecially where the grounds of their 
carnal and creaturely expectations of its revival 
do petith and fail ; none have ſuch engagements 
on them to _lay out themſelves 1D preparing proe 
I 3 pet 


(118) 
r imbalm for'it, (of which mention is made 
Fhceatenr) but they who have upon Goſpel, and 
unmixed principles,an infight into,and « fore-fight 
of the deſign of God to give 'it an effeQual re- 
viving and ReſurreFion, The Faith then of this 
Reſurre&tion 1s the needful principle to enlarge 
ru in ſuch a caſe to do what they can for Chiiſt's 
ake, 
2dly. There was alſo in the bottom of this fa- 
mous cenſured a& of hers, fervent love in its live- 
ly operation;Which is a large and defufive principle 
aRuating ſouls upon very noble and unparallel'd 
exploits : its power and tendency to do ſo, com- 
mends its(elf in that ample charaRer and deſcrip- 
tion the Apoſtle gives of it, x Cor.13, throughout, 
We have a very particular account of this prin- 
ciple brought forth to evidence by our Lord him- 
ſelf inan at of like colt and fignitication in the 
beginning of her way of following Jeſus Chriſt, 
Luk.7-47. ſhe there v,37.brings an Alabaſter box of 
Oyntment, and with it anoints hu feet (having as the 
chap. (hews) waſhed them with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head. This perfume, 
though it filled the houſe With its odour, yet was 
little underfiood, in its ſpring and principle, by 
them that ſate by ; but Jeſus diſcovers it, verſ.47» 
Much was forgiven ber, therefore ſhe loved much ; 
there was much love in her foul on work, and 
hence ſhe layes-ottt her ſelf much upon her Lord ; 
the love of Chiitt conſtrains her, and this, though 
zt Was to Work lo early, yet Was not ſoon expended, 
but rather incicaled more and more ; neither \vas 
it clouded, or abated by the expcRation of an ap- 
pioaching death and funeral, but hercin alſo puts 
out 
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(x9) 

out its ſeſf, doth what it could towards his burial. 
Love makes her follow Chriſt not only in life but 
in death alſo, at his death to ſee the utmoſt of him, 
and do the utmoſt for him ; compare Lnke 23,27, 
28,55,56. chap,24, 1, & Fob, 19.25, chap.20, I. 


| & Mark 15. 40, 41, 47. you may perceive how 


Love led them from place to place, where Hazard 
might ſeem to Way-lay them, and how unſatisfied 
they were with what others did tending this way 
It was not the fine linnen Foſeph of Arimathca 
bought ; it was not the newnels of the Sepulchre 
hewed out of a Rock, in which never man lay, bit 
fitted (it ſeems) for himſelf, Mat.27,59,60, nay; 
it Was not the coſtly bed of Spices that Nicodemas 
laid him in, Job» 19, 29, 40. could ſatisfie them, 
but there mult be more Spices bought to this end, 
eMat.16.1. Love isftrong as Death, all the ſub- 


' flanceof a mans houſe will be contemned in the purſuit 


of it, Cant.8.6,7. In like manner will it be where 
a (oul or people have, from the love of Chtiſt (hed 
abrord in their hearts, a ſutable reflexion on the 
things of Chriſt, they being ſo apprehenſive of, 
and 'enamoured With the unalterable beauty of 
them, as theſe deaths and burials they meet withal 
do not alter the complexion of them, or abate of 
that dear love and ſtreaming afteRion to them ; 
where it dieth they will die, and there wi/l they 
be buried, nothing but death, nay death it ſelf will 
not be able to ſeparate 'tivixt it and them, Ruth 1, 
16,17. their own lives will not he dear to them 
for its ſake, Phil.2.39, Atts rg.26, chap.20,24. 
Rev,12,11, ; 

Secondly, But let us procecd to conſider the 
Effe& of theſe noble and innubling Principles of 
I 4 Faith 
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Wy 

Faith of! Love in this affaitin the Text ; and alſo Þ 
in th&Mke on the Children of God at this day, Þ 
whetE the work of Faith and Love with Power are Þ 
produced ; this commends it ſelf in the extent of þ 
ſuch acts 48 are performed, ſhe did what ſhe could , Þ 
the commendable laticude of her ſpirit and endea-. |? 


vour, is 2 qualification well worthy a little en. 


quiry, When may a ſoul be ſaid to have done what he 'F 
could? This and the like expreſſions, when they | 


are applycd to ſet forth the Lords acceptance of a 


ſouls 1nlarged endeavours after, or for himſelf, do 


not fignifie ſuch a perfeCtion of intention, or ac as 
denotes perfeCtion, Which 1s not capable of 1n- 
treaſe or addition. The choiceſt Saints in their 
higheſt ſervices and attainments this way, have 
found cauſe to cry out when they have done all 
that they could (at the beſt rate ) yet they are un. 
profitable ſervants, Luke 17. 20. here 1s no place 
foi Pride ; boaſting #4 excluded by the Law of Fauh, 
Reom-3.27, 

. The expreſſion it ſelf, however applied here to 
the commendation of this good Woman, yet im- 
plies ſome degrees of imperfection, and ſuppoles 
the af} in ſome reſpeRs to be ſhort of ablolute 
compleatneſs; Ag for Inſtance, 

1. Firlt, Though ſhe did, and a Chriſtian in bis 
higheſt endeayours may have done what he could, 
yet may 1t be very ſhort of having done what he 
ſhould ; there-lies a very valt dilproportion molt 
times betwixt the perfection of the Law, and the 
utmoſt attainments of our act, ſuch as may hide 
pride from us. The Law of the Lord u perfett, 
*Pſal.19.7. The Law 15 holy, and the Commandment 
wely, jn5t, and good, Romy7, 12, The Law ts ſfuritu- 


al, 
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$ al, verſ. 14. Indeed the Holy God, who ig per2 
JT fe&tion it ſelf, can require nothing; leſs than per- 


are BY feRion for ſutable converſe with himſelf, Mar. 5. 
of FJ 48. Now between this perfeR rule, and our im- 
4 ; Fi perfe& a, what proportion can therebe? I am 
a- BY carnal, ſold under fin, our unſpeakable mercy lies 
n- BY in the new and living way ,of Gods: own appoint- 
he |? ing, to preſent our ſelves and ſervices without 


3' 4 ſpot, and without blemiſh to himſelf ; not through 
2 þ7 the works of Righteouſneſs that we have wrought, 
lo F? but according to his own mercy and grace, where- 


7 by he makes us accepted in the Beloved. 
} 2. Secondly, Though (he did, and a Chriſtian 
'? may be ſaid to do what he could ; yet may there be, 
” andmany times there is a great ſhortneſs of doing 
what he would , as there is a diſproportion betwixe 
the Act and Law of which a poor Saint often com- 
plains ; So is there betwixt his heart and hand, or 
(as Chriſt tenderly excuſeth it in his Diſciples) 
betwixt a Spirit that 1s willing , and the Fleſh 
” thatis weak, 44t.26,41, This is that the Apoltie 
| inthe perſon of a paor Child of God complains, 
” Gal.5.17, We cannot do the things we would; And 
Rim.7.15.to the 21, he finds a Law, that whes. 
| he would ds good, evil # preſent, Here now is a 

Chriſtians caſe, and the comfort concerning his 
a&t, when in all his apprehended ſhortneſs he finds 
| a true gracious principle that delights in the Law 
| of God, and prefleth after a'perte& union With, 
| anda fimilitude toir, groaning under, and con- 
| flicting to his utmoſt, with the contradictions of 
his infirm ſelf: where this is indeed andin truth 
obvious to the ſearching eye of Chiiſt, he puts 
that blefled conliiuion cn it, as to his Dips 
[Qe 


( x22) 
the Spiret sndeed ts willing, &c, and the Spirit teſts. 
fieth, 2 Cor. 8. 12. That if there be firſt a willing 


ming, it ts accepted according to what a man hath and 


net according to what he hath not. We ſerve natÞ 
an hard Matter that requires impoſhibilities, or ex. |? 
He was |? 
judged a wicked and f{Jothful Servant who had 
formed up that dreadful apprehenſion of a ſevere | 
and cruel Maſter, that reaped where be did not ſow, |* 
and gathered where he did not ſtraw, Mat.25.24,26, | 
We havea very choice character of the diſpoſition |? 
of the Lord toward the off-ſpring of a willing mind; |* 


peas beyond what he bath inabled for, 


Mark 12.42.to the end ; a Widow caſt into the trea- 
ſery two mites, that make a farthing ; a very ſmall 
and inconfiderable thing for the bulk of it, but be- 
ing the produt of a noble mind, and being ex- 
tended to all that ever (ſhe had, ſhe had done all 
What ſhe could, and this hath more acceptable en- 
tertainment and high commendation, than the ma- 
ny rich, who caſt in much of their abundance; they 
might have (comparatively to her) narrow ſpirits, 
though they had larger Purſſes. Hence was the 
commendation of the Churches of AMacedoma, 
2 Cor.8.2, 3. The deep poverty was matched with 
abounding riches of liberality, and then ro their 
power, and beyond their power, they were willing 
of their own ſelevs, and that wason this principle, 
verſ,5, Firſt they gave their own ſelves to the Lord, 
and to us by the will of God, Souls yielded up to the 
Lord are the only generous tpirits. The greatneſs 
of Davids joy, I Chron,29.14,17,18, Was not ſo 
much for the greatneſs of the gift, but the willing- 
neſs and vprightneſs of the heart ( his own and 
others) that drew them out to do what they could 
for 


Lf 
[ 
oY 
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for the Houſe of God, | But alittle more particu 


_ larly to attempr the reſolution of this enquiry, 


When a ſoul nay be ſaid to do what be can for 
Chriſt? . | 
i. Firt, We only then do what we can, when 


7 our ſpirits are bending and preſſing toward an a. 


bundance and increaſe of at, according as we 


7 find the concernments of Chriſt about which we 
"7 are converſant, requires or needs it, when as we 
- 7 ſee the diftreſs of it increaſe, there grows upon 
'# usdaily the care of theſe concerns, as we fee the 
7 dayes are evil, wicked men worſe and worſe, and 
7 2ood men faint and weary, we then lay about 
7 us: What excellent thing do we, can we do, 
{ what do we more than others ? Its the guiſe of ma- 
! py Profeſſors, when they ſee Chriſts things go to 


the Wall (as we ſay) then to ſtudy Prudence and 
Wiſdom, things good 1n themſelves and in their 
place, but what do they fignifie here but a meer 


 politick contrivance how to preſerve themſelves 


by an abatement of their zeal, a temperament and 
qualification of the height and Rrickneſs of their 
Profcifion, the diſpotition of ſuch tends this way, 
they will do as little as they can for Chriſt ; They 
hope they may be ſaved if they meet not ſo often, 
nor ſo publick, nor ſo many as formerly, until ar 
length cheir prudence will be to leave Chriſt alone, 
and repair to, and care for their own things, Nay 
it will be well if it turn not them afide to their 
crooked wayes, Where God hath threatned to lead 
them forth- with the workers of iniquity. Oh! 
where are thoſe ſtirrings of ſpirit, when we ſee a 
City, a Nation wholly given to Idolatry, ingage- 
iog the more publick, frequent, and fervent ap- 
peating 
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pearing on Gods behalf, As 17, 16, That would 
have entred into the Theatre had he been ſuffered, 


As 19,13,31. That when 'the Decree is figned, edt 
of death without mercy, yet will keep on, not on. | fp 
ly Moral but Inftituted Worſhip, to the utmoſt as { ©. 
.aforetime, Dan.6.10. Raſhneſs1s not here plead. plat 
ed for, but a zeal of God according to knoi- __ 
ledge, and an holy fervency of ſpirir, ſerving;the wy 
Lord, rejoycing in Hope, patient in Tribulation, | ma 
continuing inſtant in Prayer, not forſaking the Þ Lot 
aſſembling our ſelves, though the manner of ſome { 5%: 
be ſo ; but exhort one another daily while it is day, || 24 
provoking to Love and good Works, and that ſo M. 
much the more as we ſee the dayes be evil, and Al 
that day approacheth, IS | SU 
2, Secondly, We then do what we can when ÞÞ ** 
we make it our care and buſineſs to get our ſpirits _ 
and frames inall we do, raiſed on more noble prin- | De 
ciples than formerly ; Goſpel-principles are not | be 
revealed to us, or improved by us to their height | of 
at firſt; The Righteouſneſs of God 1s revealed frm |} J 
Faith to Faith, Rom.1,17., Who walk, by it from | % 
ſtrength to ſtrength, Plal. 84.7. And are changed | tt 
from glory to Glory, 2 Cor, 3,18, They that reſtin, 0 
and truſt to former Attainments and Experiences, | © 
will find them ſhort of furniſhing for new ſervices FM. 
of Sufferings : We have need, in theſe thorny and 
rocky paths, to have our ſhoos of iron and braſs, t 
and as the day is, ſo ſhould our ſtrength be, Dear. 
2.25, We have need not only to prefer that re- | 
s 


queſt, Lord belp our wnbelief ; but alſo, Lord 11- 
creaſe our Faith, 

3. Thirdly, We do what we can then, when 
ve improve our utmolt intereſt in others ; __ 
and 
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and Sinners .do ingage them to do what they can 
for Chriſt, when the diſtreſs 1s publick and extend- 
ed to others'generally ; it ſhould not ſatisfie our 
ſpirits; to narrow up cur care and endeavour Within 
the compaſs of our on things. It wag a ſad com- 
plaint, All ſeek therr own, Phil.2.21, Te ſhall be ſcat- 
tered every one to bus own, Joh, 16,32. This good 
Woman-in the Text doth not ſatisfie het ſelf, to 
make preparation for the embalming her dear 
Lord, but ſhe is till found accompanying and in- 
gaging others With her, Luke 23.55,56., & chap. 
24,10, Our forwardneſs and zeal, as was theirs of 
Macedonia, which provoked very many, 2 Cor.g9.2, 
Alas! we are debtors to others, both Saints and 
Sinners, Rem.1.14,15. And we ſhonld do as much 
as lies inus, to get them engaged to Chriſt as deb- 
tors to him, chap. 8, 12, Oh! did the worthand 
need of ſouls preſs more upon us, we ſhould not 
be ſo private ſpirited as we ſeem to be, 1n reſpeR 
of the diſperſing the knowledge of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, but ſhould be more ready and leſs 
afraid to ſuffer all things for the EleRs ſake, that 
they (be they converted,or unconverted) may alſo 
obtain the Salvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus with 
eternal Glory, 2 Tim. 2,10, Oh! ſtrive and 
ſtudy to do then what you can for Chriſt. 

But here it may be requiſite (ere we go further) 
to remove out of the way ſome of theſe deceits of 
Satan, whereby it 1s uſual with him, to wrap many 
poor ſouls in their ſelf-pleafing, but indeed to theig 
detriment and undoing, How frequently dorh it 
oCcur to our obſervation, That it is the pretention 
of many Profeflors who ſeek their eaſe in Son, as 
well as of prophane perſons, that though _— 

ut 
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but little in the great & momentous matters of E- 
ternity, yet they do what they can,they ſay; and if 
God accept the will for the deed, what need (0 
much clamour to preſs them further > God is mer. 
ciful,and why ſhould we be foover-ſtri > will we 
have men do more than they can do ? To free the 
Scripture from ſuch corrupt gloſſes, and forewarn 
and deliver our ſelves from ſuch infnaring temp - 
tations to caſe and lumber, let us confider, That 
there are divers luſts of 2 very narrowing debafing 
tendency, Within the Circles of which Satan at- 
tempts to bring poor ſouls 1n ſuch dayes as theſe, 
and then ſhrinks and (hrivels them upon all quar- 
ters,that they can do no excellent thing for Chriſt : 
Its a pitiful, its a dreadful thing to think to excuſe 
our want of activity for God, upon the account of 
the traits that ſuch temptations and iniquities 
lead us into ; this is to cover with a covering that 
1s not of the Spirit, that they may add fin ro fn, 
which hath a woe pronounced on it, ſa. 30. I. 
chap.28.20. 

x, Firſt, Satan doth endeavour what he can, to 
debaſe Souls, by filling them with carnal and un- 
believing diſcouragements; this exceedingly diſ- 
ableth them from attempting any thing that is ex- 
cellenr, Its but little ſucha one can do ; and its 
a pitiful acconnt he can give of having done what 
he could ; bzfides the common diſcouragement 
that ariſeth from the perſecution at the hands of 
wicked and ungodly men, the nature and tendency 
of which diſcouragement 1s frequently ſpoken un- 
to (and I (hall here paſs by.) There are ſundry 
that are apt to ariſe from good mean themſelves, in 
tacſe cenſures, and mils-judgings that forward 
{ſouls 


I2 
ſouls meet frequently in the way ; and indeed the 

wound very deep : Had it been an enemy I coul 

{ haveborn it, but it was thou, a man, my friend, 
| and my familiar, 8c. this cut deep. To apply 
| only to what isin the Text, it wat in the opening 
! of the Context noted, that this grand work of hers 
{ that had ſuch an eminent commendation from 
{ Chriſt himſelf, as ſpringing from more Faith and 
| Love than ordinary, fell yet under ſuch ſevere 
# judging of the Diſciples themſelves, that it put 
{ the ſoul of this good woman into no ſmall trouble, 


| Mark 14.6, Let her alove, why trouble you ber? If - 


| we note a few of the offences they had at her, and 
| objected againſt her ; and by comparing them, we 
| Mhall find that they have an exact fimilitude to the 
| Cavilsat thisday,ſtarted againſt the zealous Saints; 
| under which it may quiet us to confider that they 
! are no new, and therefore ſhould be no ſtrange 
| thing to us, 

/ Cawili. There was no prudence uſed in this 
| a&R, this ſeems to lye at the bottom of their ſenſe: 
wiſe men wonld not have done like thts fooliſh 
Woman thought they, and at this they had indig= 
nation within themſelves, verſ. 4. and murmured 
acainſt her; they were in a very pettiſh and impa- 
tient fit, as if they had ſaid, theſe unprefidential 
2Qings will make a greatnoiſe to little profit, and 
' at length ſpoyl all our prudential reaſonings. But 
now when they are improved, without due regard 
to the great intereſt of Chriſt, which ought to be 
laid and cared for in the firſt place; they prove 
oreat offences, not only to hinder ſuch contrivers 
themſelves, but to obfiruct others who were fol- 
lowipe Chiiſt, and would be induced to follow 
him, 
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him, in more faithfulneſs, courage, and fimplici- 


TY» 
ga" A breach of the law of Charity was pre- 
tended, the ſaving what ſhe had for her ſelf, the 
providing for the Poor, the ſupplying the Bag 
that Chrilt and his Diſciples lived upon, are ſup- 
poſed to be damnified and negleQed hereby; 
Mercy ſhould have been preferred before zealous 
Sactifice, &c. This is a uſual ObjeRion, bur there 
is more of Fad in it, than many that are offended 
by it are aware of, Fohz 12. 6. Charity to bodies 
is pretended and advanced hereby frequently, a- 
bove Love to Chriſt, and Charity to poor ſouls; 
they may ſtarve and die for want of a word of Life 
rather than ſuch loſſes mult be ſaffered, ſuch haz- 
zards run, ſuch coſt expended. 
3dly. The thing was let run at waſte, was ano- 
ther Obje&Rion : Chrilt had no need of it, he was 
ſveet without it, and it was early enough for his 
funeral ; her love was known without ſuch coſtly 
characters, Is not this a common Way of reaſon- 
10g? Cannot the Goſpel be preached, the Cauſe 
of Chriſt ſecured, the Profeſſion of Chriſt upheld, 
unleſs you, ſuch poor weak ones as you, muſt make 
a noiſe,and run your ſelves and others upon ruine? 
you will bz brought to beggary, your families 
ruined, then who muſt maincain you? Chriſtis in 
Glory, the everlaſting Goſpel will be preached in 
due time, inthe midtit of Heaven the Ele& will 
be called, and we that are Ciriſts (hall go to Glo- 
ry, though you never make ſuch a-do, This is 
uſual, and apt to diſcourage ; yet ought indeed to 
honifie little with gracious ſouls, who know that 
God doth ſet them tor the defence of the Goſpel, 
as 
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as 2 pillar and ground of Truth,. being his wits 
neſſes againſt an adulterous generation, before 
whom ſhould they be aſhamed to profeſs him ; the 


Z Rones will cry out, and Chriſt would be aſhamed 
= of them before his Father, and the holy Apgels ; 
Z butin this their faithful teſtimony, though friends 
| ſcorn them, Fob 16.20, yet by Prayer and Suppli- 
| cation, committing themſelves, and the pleading 
| their cauſe to God, he will in due time plead their 
{ cauſe, and take up the controverfie as he did this 
poor Womans, when they that have judged them 
! ſhall-be aſhamed: This then is the firſt caution, 
{ Take heed that your hearts be not diſquieted 'by 


ſuch weakning diſcouragements from without, or 
within, left you be weary and faint in your minds, 


! and thereby become diſabled from doing excel- 
| lent things ; think not that God will own and ac« 
| cept the reſult of ſuch wind-ſhaken-minds, and 


put this mark of favour on it, She did what (he 


| conld. 


2, Secondly, Another ſinful Circle, within 
which Satan endeavours to conjure the ſpirits of 
many Profeſſors, and therein natroweth and fraits 
neth them from any capacity to do what they 
might for Chriſt, is becauſe, the buſineſs, and ſpirit 
of the world, buſieth them with fartha's lot in 
many things, and then they think they have as 
200d excule for their neglects as had ſhe, that do= 
ing as much as nothing, 1t muſt paſs, becauſe they 
do what they could. This is very lamentable, 
though frequently ſpoken to ; it remains the guiſe 
of many Profeflors, You know my buſineſs, what 
a deal of work I have, ſaith one : What a dea! of 
care and deſtiaRion I have, ſaith another ; Juſt as 
| k they 
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they that were bidden to the Wedding-Supper ; 
one had bought a Farm, and he muſt go and ſee 
it ; another had bought a yoke of Oxen, and be 
muſt go and try them; another had married a 


Wife, and therefore he cannor come ; all defire, Þ 
Pray have me excuſed ; all begin to make excuſe Þ 


with one conſent, Zuke 14.18, You may reade 
one word, and ſee how*badly ſuch excuſes will 
Rand in the dayof Chriſt, when not one of thoſe 
that were bidden, ſhall taſte df the Supper, v. 24. 
Oh! when mens hands are ſo full of buhneſs, and 


. that moſt times greedily -and unneceſlarily ſought 


after and purſued, that they cannot come ; ot at 
lealt their hearts ſo over-charged With the cares 


| andpleaſures of it, that they cannot come.to any 


purpoſe ; what doth this portend, but ſome ſwift 
ſtroak at hand on ſuch a fooliſh people, to make up 
that lamentation ? Fer.g: 

' 3, Thirdly, A third advantage Satan gets on 
many, by which he incloſeth them within their 
ſpiritual benumedneſs, That they can do very little 
for God, and yet pleaſe themſelves, is the old uſual 
complaint ( and that not without cauſe, though 
molt times without ſenſe) of a bad dead cold heart ; 
when this ſeems to be the Religion of people, and 
that, from whence they get, or would cet, not only 
excuſe for their ſhortneſs, but a ſuppoſition that 
they.are very humble, tender, ingenious, watchful, 
experimental, becauſe they are ſo able and apr to 
tel! of, and mourn over bad hearts-y but hardly 
have Tever obſerved a people ſoinclinable to the 
deepeſt hypocnfie, and palpable 'negle& of any 
ſpiritual means to make them better ; but as the 
£cor turns vpon the: hind8s, ſo do they upon ſuch; 
CON 
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complaints, till what they artificially complain of 
at firſt, ſpring up at length as a Leprofie'in theix 


' foreheady, to be ſeen and read of all men. 


4+ Fourthly, Another ſinful boundary wherein 
Satan Wraps many, and diſableth them from doing 
any thing excellent for Chriſt(and then they think 
it well enough, if they do what they can within 
their compals) is, The offence of Spirit that ts apt to 
grow ettbey at the ways or people of Chriſt becauſe of the 
umperfeiion, they eſpie or ſuppoſe to be found inthem : 
But, bleſſed ts he that us not offended 1 Chriſt, Mat: 
x1.6, Such diftemper is dangerous, eſpeciajly in 
ſuch a dark Rate of things, wherein that word ſeems 
verified, Mar. 26. 31, Thus might ſhall ye be offended 
becauſe of me: When Profeſſors are apt on all 
hands to ſtagger and fall into fin, providences 
frown, opportunities of ſervipg God cannot be 
come at without apparent hazard ; ſpirits of peo- 
ple grow froward, apt to catch at advantages, glad 
to find excuſes, for departure from Relation to 
one another, hard to be reconciled ; this is a bad 
ſeaſon for ſouls apt to ſtumble at the Rumbling- 
ſtone : It begins with this, I am not free to meer, 
pray with, hear, joyn with ſuch a one ( although 
all as of Chriſtian duty for removing offence are 
negleed) andat length it appears, that of whom 
one is overcome, of him he is brought into bon- 
dage. Oh! fludy to'preferve the unity of the 
ſpirit ir: the bond of peace; Great peace have ſuch 
as love the Law of Chriſt, and nothing ſhall of- 
fend them, ' 

5. Fifthly, To name no more at preſent, Satan 
vets hold on many, by pleaſing them under a ſloth- 
ful, ſinful abuſe of this notion, e can do nothing, 
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without we have help from the Lord : The which 
way of reckoning, as it is moſt commonly abuſed, 
hath this Ggnification, All the idle neglects of Pro- 
feſſors ſhall be as much ( as they durſt for modeſty 
expreſs themſelves) fathered upon God. As the 
firſt way of Satan to cover the mans iniquity, Was, 
The Woman th#t thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave 
me, Oc. as if he had ſaid, Hadſt thou not 
oiven me a Woman, I had not ſinned : the evil 
lies at leaſt between us; but from all ſuch ex- 
cuſes, God will be clear when he is judged. | 

This may ſerve as a taſte, That its not every 
T1 can do no more, will ſerve the turn to excuſe us, 
much leſs obtain for us this bleſſed Teſtimony 
Chriſt gave of this Woman, She hath doye what (he 
could, ſhe hath come aforchand to anoint my Body to the 
burial, You may do more than you do all of you ; 
pay, all things conſidered, muſt do more than this 
perfuming-work, of which I ſhall ſpeak a little 
more particularly to ſhew its ſpecial nature, when 
I have firſt offered a few Conſiderations, ſhewing 
what engagements do lic on us, to do What we can 
for Chriſt, eſpecially in this buſineſs of begerting 
2 good ſavour on his things, in this day, when 
they are expoſed, as much as may be, to ſtink- 
10g. 
I. Firt, We are concerned to do what we can 
for Chriilt 10 this reſpect, becauſe Chriſt hath done 
What he canto put a ſiveet ſavour upon us, when we 
{tank to purpoſe ; and doth not ingenuity require 
that we put the queſtion the Prophet did, 2 Kings 
4.13. Thor haſt been careful for 1 with all this care; 
what #s to be done for thee? Or, as the Pſalmi?, 
P[al, 116, 12, What ſnall Irender to the Lord for all 
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his benefits ? eſpecially when he looks for nothins 
but our returning on his Name, the refleQion of 
y the ſiveet ſavour that he hath beſtowed on us ; let's 
e © butconfider, what great thivgs ( of this kind ) be 
» [BE hath done for #4, 1 Sam.12.24, What were we when 
e | hecaſta look of Love upon us? Our navel was not 
t |= cnt, nor waſhed in water at all, not ſalted at all, xor 
| | ſwadledat all; caſt out iy the open field in our bloud, to 
| the loathing of our perſon, troden under im bloud, &c, 
| Exrk. 16.4,5,6, Thefttench of a ſoul in ſuch a 
| plight, may beread P/al.38.3,4,5,6,7. Well, to 
FF take away this evil ſavour, What hath Chriſt done 
in his Oblation? Eph.5.2. Gave himſelf an offer- 
ing and a ſacrifice ts God for a ſweet ſmelling (a. 
vour, What doth he by conſtant lnnecetim ? 
Rev.8,2,3. ſtands With much Incenſe to offer up 
| theperſons and ſervices of Saints, with accepta- 
|. tion, as a cloud of perfume aſcending. up before 
God out of his hand, All the offerings under the 
Law, both on the Brazen Altar for Sacrifice, and 
on the Golden Altar of Incenſe, are only figura- 
tive of what Chriſt doth this way ; of all which 
| its ſo frequently Ggnified, Its an offering made by 
"Rot a ſweet ſavour before the Lord, What 
| doth Ie by beſtoving his Spirit in the Work of re- 
veneration, but anoint with prectous oyntment, 
Ezek. 16.9, 10, &c, Or, as was the manner of 
Kings to prepare for their intimate Communion, 
Eſth. 2, 12, What is the diſplaying his Name, 
but an oyntment poured out, Cant, 1.3, What are 
his Appearances, ſmelling of Myrrhe, Aloes, and 
Cailia, Pſal.45.5. and all ro make us glad? Are 
not the kiſſes of nis lips for that end perfumed, 
to that end, to convey to us a ſavour cf them, 
K 2 Cant.F5. 


%* 


(134) 

Cant.g.13, What, 1 %y doth all this ſpeak, and 
fienifie, 1f not an obligation that we ſhould be a 
ſweet ſavoutr to him, and leave a ſavour of him in 
every place, in ſuch eſpecially, as wherein his 
Name is or may be defamed, 2 Cor. 2. 14,15,16. 
Oh ! ler our garments be alivayes white, let our 
head and heart want no oyntment, to pour out as 
there is occaſion, liberally and bountifully, when 
in any (ſenſe (as was ſaid of the Colt, Mark 11.3.) 
the Lord hath need of it. 

2dly. Irs but reaſonable we ſhould do what we 
can to bring up a ſweet {avour upon the things cf 
Chriſt, if we call to remembrance, hat coſt and 
pains we have been at, (to repreſent that ſavoury, 
which 1s pollution, and rottenneſs it ſelf, I mean) 
to beautifie and accommodate any ſtinking laſt , unto 
which we were bound, though in ſo doing, we /- 
boured in the very fire, and wearied onr ſelves for very 
vanity, Habak-2.13. For who can bring up a clean 
ſweet ſavour on that Which is ſo unclean 2 Shall 
we beſtow ſuch endeavour to perfume a dunghil 
Juſt > and ſhall not we much more lay out our 
ſelves now upon things that are of an excellent na- 
ture, on Whom God hath determined to beſtow 
ſuch weights of Glory ? ſce the diſpoſition and 
drudgery of a poor finner in ſeeking to keep up 2 
part at a diſtance from God, Iſa. 59.9, 10. Thow 
wenteſt tothe Kiag with oyutment, and didſt increaſe 
thy perfumes, and didſt ſend thy meſſengers far off,and 
didſt debaſe thy ſelf ,cuen to Hell; thoy art wearied in 
the greatueſs of thy way, yet ſaidſt thou not, There ts 
yo bope, &c- What Oyntments, what Perfumes, 
what Colt, what Trouble was there expended by 
gh1s poor Wetch, to bripg about his intereſt in 2 
| Way 


| 135) 
way agreeable to his own luſt, and wretched heare 
of apoitaſie, debafing its ſelf, even to Hell > and 
(hall we be ſo loath to lay our ſelves out to the ut- 


E moſt in ſuch oyntments and perfumes, ag are on ſo 
! bleſſed an objeA,and to ſo advantagioug an end ag 
is now propoſed> Shall the whoriſh. Woman, 


Prov. 7.17, 18, perfume her Bed with Myrrhe, 


| Aloes, and Cynamon, to ſatisfie and fill her ſelf 


and her luſt with greater content ; and are we ſo 


| loth to prepare ſuch a bed for our Lord's concerns 
: till the day break and the ſhadows flye away,: Oh ! 
| lets learn, that as we have yielded our members 
' ſervants to uncleanneſs and to iniquity ; even fo 
| now let us yield our ſelves ſervants to Righte- 


ouſneſs and to Holineſs ; Rom. 6,9. What fruits 
had we in theſe things, Whereof we ate no'y a- 


! ſhamed? 


3dly. We ſhould do all we can to raiſe a ſweet 
ſavour, for that the adverſaries of Chriſt do all 
they can ro beget a ſtench upon the things of which 
we ſpeak; they do what they can to make them ag 
the filth of the world, and off-ſcouring of all 
thinz$ to this day ; the Dung-carts of the world, 
into which every one throws the dirt and excre- 
ment that they caſt out of their doors, 1 Cor.4,13, 
If the Witneſſes of Chriſt be flain, rherr dead bo- 
dies are not ſuffered to be put into graves, but lie 53nthe 
ſtreets of the great City, Rev.11.8,9, Pſal.79.1,2, 
2,4. Pſal.141.7, Ezek.24.7. And wiy thus left a= 
dove grcund; but that (as /ſa. 34.3) their lain being 
caſt out, their ſituk, may come out of thur carks(ſese 
Shall the enemies of Truth do What they can a= 
oainttthe Truth, as Pilate gave a charge, 7* 22ve 
@ Watch, make it a4 ſure as jou can, Mat, 27. Sy, 
K 4. Wee 
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Were they at ſuch charge to debauch Fdas, to de: 
bauch the Souldiers that watcht the Sepulchre ? and 
all co make the intereſt of a dead Chriſt abhorred 
among men; and ſhall we not do what we can to 
cover, if not recover it ? Should the men of Fabeſ 
adventure ſo deſperately to reſcue the dead bodies 
of Saul, and of his ſons, from the reproach of the 
Philiſtines, and be at ſuch coſt to prepate a royal 
burning and burying for them ? I Sam,3r. 12, 13. 
compared with 2 Chrox. 16. 14, Shall the dead 
body of ſuch an enemy of the Lord's intereſt (as 
he was againſt David ) be ſo honourably reſcued 
from the reproach of the Heathen > Shall notwe 
do what We can for ſuch aninrteteſt as Chriſts is, 
when itis thus reproached, and expoſed to ſcorn 
and contempt ? 

4thly. God hath furniſhed us (the weakeſt and 
pooreſt amonglt us that are his) to do much that 
{hall be very effectual and acceptable, this way, 
and to this end ; diſcouragements then ſhould not 
hinder us from doing \vhat we can to preſerve 2 
2 ſ\weet Name and favour to Chriſt, Many cry out, 
Alas! what can Ido? what have I to bring, poor 
creature ! were I asable as gifted, as well qualifi- 
ed and furniſhed to Preach, Pray, Diſcourſe, Diſ- 
pute as others, I migat attempt ſomething, This 
reaſon is not right ; its not Gifts but Graces (as 1 
ſhall ſhew you hereaftzr) that ſend forth the molt 
precious ſavour : and there may be an abounding 
of the latter of tneſe in ſouls, to whom the for- 
mer 1s denied, Nor doth the vertue of the em- 
balm indeed lie ſa much in the aboundance of ac, 
as of acceptation ; ihe that caſt in what the had, 
and therein did what the could, though it were in 
| value 
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value but two mites, yet it was accounted in ver- 

tue more than two millions : The love of ſuch x 

| poor ſoul to Chriſt is ſeen ina little token, and 

then the eſtimation of 1t you may reade; Cart.4., 

10. How fair ts thy love, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe ! how 

much better is thy love than wine ! and the ſmell of 
thine oyntments, than all ſpices! If true love be in 

the compofition, the ſmell of ſuch an oyntment, it 

is unparallel d in Chrifts account. Goats-barr had 
its acceptance on and value from this confiderati- 
on, Exid,25.2,4, and Women ſpinning it, whoſe 

ſpirits ſtirred them, Ex2d.35.26. 

 gFthly, We ſhould do as much as we can for 
F Chriſt, becauſe its a time and hour of temptation, 
wherein many Profeſlors (if not molt) do as little 
} as they can for ſhame, through the fear of what 
! the after reckoning may, coſt them more than the 
ſpices; Many ate willing to be at much colt to 
feaſt Chriſt when his intereſt is riſing, who have 
* nothing to beſtoiv at his funeral ; nav, its Well if 
| ſuch as cleave to Chriſt now, can paſs without the 
ſharpeſt cenſure from their very hands from whom 
better things might be expected. Such a one isa 
ſinner, Luke 7.29, Sucha one 1s a wafter, Mark, 
14..3. are the ordinary thanks we mult look to 
meet with from them that have been great pre- 
tende1s.to Chriit, There is few Joſephs, feiv Nico- 
demazes, that were but ſecret Diſciples, When all 
was well, who yet boldly witneſs againft the con= 
demning of Chriſt, Luke 23,51, boldly own and 
deſire him, when condemned, Mark 15.43. 1ichly 
embalm and intombe him, Fob.19.38, 39,49,4T, 
Since it 1s ſorare to find lecret Profeſlors 1n pro- 
ſperqus times, grow boid afferters of him in ad- 
Vetie 


(138) 


verſe times; but on the conarary,moſt are offend. 
ed at ſuch night-ſeaſons; forſake him and fleeffcecd 
every one to his own and leave him alone, Mar, Þin ov 
26.31. Foh,16,32. It ſo much the more concernsy;q 
us, if the love of Chriſt conſtrain us to appear theſ? 5 
more Rreniouſly for him, and lay out our ſelves rep! 
upon him. nan 

6thly, We ſhould do all we can for Chriſt, be-Þ|,p4 
cauſe God expects much from us this way, as the Þ foll 


very end for which he hath raiſed us up, and Þ ,an 
brought us hither ; he gives us this denomination, Þ her 
Te are the Salt of the Earth, Mat.g.x3.Salt is good; Þ plii 
ſts nature, uſe, and tendancy, is to preſerve from Þ ex 
putrifation and fench, things otherwiſe liable Þþ the 
thereunto : 1f we loſe our ſaltneſs, our aptitude to Þ rhe 
preſerve a {weet ſavour in our ſelves, and that Þ (T 
whereabout we are eminently concerned, we are Þ 
©00d for nothing, not good for the Earth, not 200d Þ off 


-for the Dung-hill, but to be caſt out and troden Þ 1 


under foot of men, Profeſſors that are unſavoury, Þ yg 
nay, that are not ſavoury, and engaged to ſavour Þþ ad 
others in tinking times, they are, orare like to Þ gy 
2come the worlt of men, Our Intereſt i1sto preſs Þ ſe 
up to that charaQer, 2 Cor, 2, 14. A people by Þ 
whom God tmaketh manifeſt the ſavour of his fc 


knowledge in every place, being unto God a ſweet | 
favour of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and in Þ ; 
them that periſm. He that ſavoured of the things Þ y 
of men, more than things of God, *twas an cftence | j 
ro Chriſt, fat. 16,23, Its good to be as well 8 
what, as where God looks for a man to be, eſpeci- E 
ally in periloas times, 2 

£4 
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This might ſerve to have been ſpoken to the 


Jn opening the Do&rine, how it might be ſaid, She 
did what ſhe could. 
7 Thirdly, We proceed then to the Third thing, 
repreſented to our conſideration in this inſtance, 
namely, The buſineſs or affarr it ſelf, about which ſhe 
| was impployed ; The which ſpiritually imitated and 
followed by us, is ſo much ourconcernment ; She 
| came aforchand to anoint his Body to the burying, Of 
" her a& in the tri& acceptation of 1t, and its ap- 
| plication to the body of Chriſt's fleſh, that was then 
 expreſly anointed by her, I (hall not noi ſpeak ; 
| the rather, becauſe (as ſuch) it 15 exalted at the Fa. 
 thers right hand, not only far above the Grave 
| ( Death hath no more dominion over him ) but al- 
| ſo above any poſſibility of being reached by any 
offers or attempts of ours, to add to the glory or 
* ſavour of it. But he. hath a Body alwayes with 
| us, as I hinted in the explication of the terms, 
adequated, and expoſed to ſuch endeavours of 
' ours, as is my principal defign to promote. This 
ſeems not obſcurely hinted at, and intended in the 
| werſe before the Text, at lealt we may allude toit 
| for illuſtration, Yow have the Poor with you alwayes, 
' and whenſoever you will, you may do them good ; but 
me ye bave nat alwayes, Thus, though the Heas 
vens do and muſt contain the Body of Chriſt up 
in Glory, yet be hath myſtically and figuratively 
a Body of poor Saints alwayes with us upon the 
Earth ; he hath a poor Cauſe and Interelt,wherein 
he doth for glorious ends imbarque them ; This 1g 
| expoſed to the compatiion and bounty of thoſe who 
would be thought his Friends, eſpecially under 
theſe 
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theſe many deaths and burials, wherein an il! [ 
vour is frequently attending it; its a good WorkfYare | 
wrought on 1t, and ſuch as Chriſt takes exceedinoſWand 
kindly as done unto himſelf, Mat. 25, 49, Whenf 
any propzr attempts are made to preſerve this| 
from the bad ſavour that is incident to ſuch a Rat 
of things, and uſually attends it, ; 
Toward the better underſtanding therefore what 
properly concerns us 1n this caſe, as far as ie may} 
transfer it to our ſelves in this figure (not to ſpeak 
at large of the Body, Intereſt, or Concerns cio tt 
Chriſt, expoſed to thoſe deaths, and propoſed toÞFare | 
thoſe embalminys of ours, of which, and of thisÞecu 
crucified ſtare of it, we have had when occafionſÞon : 
to treat) it ſhall ſuffice that we diſtin&ly confiderÞſo 6 
theſe Two things. "Chr 
r, Firſt, What kind of ul ſavor is it, which this yay, 
Body, Cauſe, and Intereſt of Chrift ts 1ncident unto,and 25. 
lyable to contraft under the deaths and burials that Þh 19, 
wnuſt by the will of God attend it. body 
2, Szcondly; What # the nature and compoſition Þ our 
of that Annnting or Emvalming, which ts proper tofÞ iſ, 
refeſt a ſtench and putrif all:on of ſuch a ſtate of things, Þ wer| 
zn contriou:ug whereunto Chriſt expeits from us, that Þ| dece 
we ſhould do what we can ? hav 
r, Astothe firlt of theſe, thus; We may con- þþ of 1 
ſider the things of Cacift waich fali under our pre- | (uct 
ſent dilquitition, | eirher in an abltra&t notion as | not 
ehey are vurcely his chings, and Rand ina true and Pla 
inſeparad:2 union vita him, and relating to him Þoair 
by vertue of thz everliiting Covenanc, and the Fors 
promitles chzreor, Wwaerein they are given and aſ- F Iſa 
certained to him, beyond any poſh3ility of pal 
failurs 05 QUCATLag 53. Or eie we may confider 
tem 
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Jthem more comprehenfvely, as they are cloathed 
and circumſtantiated with divers additaments that 
orkBare of a lower nature and allay, yet ſo involved 
linzsMand complicated by the wiſe diſpoſal of divine 
nenflprovidence, as tends in a dire& obſervance, to ac- 
hisWcompliſh and bring about the defigns thereof : in 
tar:Þchis reſpe& many things which ſeem to ſtand rela- 
Bed in a Way of preſent ſerviceableneſs to Chriſts 
Vn1FSntereſt, may, and will ſuffer ſuch conſumption as 
NayBahbeir own nature is liable unto ; but in the former 
ea:Fyenſe, the things of Jeſus Chiiſt that are propoſed 
' ofÞRo the care and ſeeking of the Saints, Phil. 2.21, 
toare by the power and 'vertue of the ſaid covenant, 
higÞfecured from any detriment tending to annihilati- 
tonffon ; but though deaths do often attend them, yet 
derffo Rrong and effeQual is their relation to Jeſus 
 FChriſt, that becauſe he liveth, they ſhall live alſo ; 
hi nay, though they die, they ſhall live again, Foh, 11, 
nd 5, Exceeding conſolatory is that Word, /ſa. 26. 
"ar 19, Thydead men ſhall live, together with my dead 
 |hody ſhall they ariſe, The poor Saints were crying 
0): out before under the manifeſt diſappointments,and 
to miſcarriage of all their Rtrong cryes and travel, 
75, | verſ.14. They are dead, they ſhall not live; they are 
ar f deceaſed, they ſhall not riſe, &c. But God would 
have his faithful ones know, that ſuch 1s the vertue 
n- | cf their relation to Chriſt as his dead body, that 
e- | {uch a Reſurre&ion 1s aſcertained to them, as ſhall 
2s | not only deliver them from the power of the grave, 
d | Pſal.49.15. but manifeſt that their very death was 
n [oain and advantage tothem, Phz/, x.21, Their 
ie Forave, 2 chamber of retirement, and bed of reſt, 
ſ- F iſa. 57-2, till ſome blaſt of indignation be over-= 
: paſt, Dan,12,13, It vas indeed the diflinguiſhing 
honoug 
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honour »f . the Captain of our Salvation, that in his 
conteſt with death and the grave, he ſaw no cor 
ruption, Afts 2.25. tothe 31. chap.1 3.34. to the 


37. In all things he hath the preheminence of 
David, to whom this Word of God came, Pſal. x6 
xx, (who doubtleſs ſucked much conſolation fron 
it) it is Ggaified he ſaw corruption in this ſence Þþ 
that what of him is corruptible is ſubje&ed to thu! 
way of refining ; /ts ſown tn corruption, but ſhall 
rasſed in wncorruption : Hig better and noble parſÞ 
being preſerved in an excellent way of living of 
God, Luke 20.37,35. his fleſhalſo reſts in Hope, 


The corruption then, or any ill ſavour that may a- 


riſe upon the intereſt of Chrilt thus conſidered, isÞ 
not ſuch as tends to annihilation or,utter difſoluti.þ 
on, the everlaſting purpoſes, covenant, and faith-| 
fulneſs of God with Chrift, ſecures it in a (tate off 
Hope ; neither doth this only and fingly refer to 
the final Reſurrection of the whole in a way «ff 
eompleat glory at the laſt day (which was Martha';Þþ 
narrowing miſtake about Lazarm, Joh. 11. 24.) 
bur ſhall bz manifeſtly verified in ſuch eminentÞ} 
appearances of God, to get himſelf a glorious 


Name antecedently to that conſummating Glory, 
a$ (hall anſiver and accomplith a ſyltem of bleſſed 
Promiles, and promiſes of the Glory of the latter 
dayes, that ſhall be raiſed in the ruine of Babylon, 
and Reſurrection of the Witneſles of Chriſt, ten- 
ding to prepare h1s people, for his glorious appeat- 
10g,as a Bride adorned to meet the Bridegroom, 


Its not ſach a rottenneſs, or ſtinking, as Martha | 


concluded Lazarxs to be, which would conſume 
and eat him out, not be prevenred, reſiſted, and 
cured till the Heavens be no mote, Feb 14. 12. 

\ There 
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 bigh There & hope in ats end, Jer. 31,17. x Theſ.4.13; 


Cor 


Though the Lord ſhew ua great and ſore troubles, he 
will quicken us again, and bring #4 np again from the 


$7 depths of the Earth, Pſal.71.20. Though wewalk in 


| the m1d$t of troubles, yet he will revive ,Pſal. 138.7, 


{ The mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, thoſe pre- 


cious Promiſes are of mighty efficacy toembalm 


7 it, Nevertheleſs there is an 11 ſavour on ſeveral 
7 accounts,that 1s apt to be brought upon this body, 


{ or intereſt of Chriſt, at ſuch times, under ſuch 
deaths as we ſpeak of, againſt which the embalm 


we treat of, 15 to be prepared; As namely, 
I, There is a ſtinke apt to betide it, the occa- 


hon of which 1s meerly from without , arifing 


-& from the rotten and corrupt diſpoſition of ſuch as 
-& are inſtrumental in bringing ſuch deaths upon it, 


{ who uſually account it their intereſt -to expoſe it to 


{ all the ignominy and contempt imaginable, that in 
| the abomination thereof, a foundation may be laid 
| for the excuſing and commending themſelves, in 


delivering the world from ſuch a loathſome bur- 
then, Thus they did with the green Tree, and 


| nomarvel if they do ſo with the dry. When they 


had in deſign to put the Lord of Glory to an open 
ſhame; what artifices had they to load him with all 
manner of 12nominy both before and at his death, 
foretold by a ſpirit of propheſie, Pſal.22.6,7,8., ex- 
aRly fulfilled, CMat.27. He was ſcourged,verſ,26, 
Stripped, verſ.28, Mocked, verſ.29. Spit upon ; his 


| head (mitten, verſ.30. Scoffed, and led to be Cruct- 
| fied, werſ. 31. Scornfully inſcribed, verſ, 37. Re- 


wiled by them that paſſed by, wagging ther heads, 
verſ, 39. Macked by the Chief Prieſts, Elders, and 
Scribes, verſ,41, Had the ſame cait rw the tenth D 
ine 
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by the theeves, verſ. 44. Reproached with his God, 


his Truſt, bis King-ſhip, his Doctrine, his Prayers, 


as With a ſword in bis bones thus they aſſailed him: 
Oh! how irkſome was the ſtench, that the ſpitting 
and diſgorging of a filthy generation upon hin 
drew him under in this dying diſpenſation! And 
as they have done to him in his own perſon ( who 
hid not his face from ſhame and ſpitting) ſo do 
they to thoſe that go forth to him without the 
Camp, bearing his reproach; They are. made « 
ſpebtacle to the World, to Avugels, and to Men ; Fools, 
weak, , deſpiſed, hunger, thirſt, aked, buffetted, pil- 


grims, reviled, perſecuted, defamed, made the filth of 
the world, and off-ſcouring of all things to this day, 


SO Er er Cc: dia 


x Cor. 4.9.to 13, The word: 


* Mr. Burroughs notes the * filth ſcraped off ſhooes; 


Hoſes Choice. or from the pavement, or the 


| dung-cart that goes through theþ 
City, into which every one brings his filth and 


cats in, Every one had ſome filth to caſt upon Þþ 
Paul, and the ret of the Apoitles, So it was Fer, Þ 


I5.10. This tench nad need to be provided againſt Þ 


by ſuch as would have his Name be as a precious 
Oyntm2nt, Divers miſtake the right way of per- 
forming this, ſuppoſing that the beſt way of retiſt- 


ins this, 1s by repelling and retorting it with the Þ 


ſame meaſure into their faces wno lay it on. Chritis 


method of imbalming is quite otherwiſe, namely, | 


by bearing it with all patience, meckneſs, and holy 
refi2nedneſs of the judgment to God, who know: 
bow to make their own tongues to fall upon them- 
ſelves, and their violent dealing upon their. own 
pates, We have the high Inſtance and Example 
of Chrilt himlelf, x Per, 2,23. Who when be was 
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reviled, reviled not again; | when be ſuffered, he 
threatned not, but commuted himſalf to him that 
judgeth righteouſly, Iſn.5.6, Mat.26,67, Iſa.5 3-7. 
So did they who followed his Reps, 1 Cor. 4; 12. 
Praying for the worſt of onr Enemies, Mat, 5. 44. 
Ads 7. 60. and over-comming evil with good, Rom. 
12,19,20,21, tender, bearing in onr boſome theſe re= 
reproaches, Pſal.89.50,51, tobe affetted deeply with 


| them, and melt under them, Pal. 69, 7,9, 19, 20, 
| Pſal.120,3,4: Zeph.3.18. and quietly to wait on 


God, till be role it away, 1s what concerns us in this 
matter ; and happy are ve if herein ie lay out out 
ſelves to do what we can for Chriſt. 

2dly. There is an ill favour frequently con- 
traced, upon occaſion of the cortupt fleſh that ad- 
heres to many Profeſſors of it, and pretended 
friends; their unſteady walking, and manifeſt 
back-fliding do procure a fRinking ſavour to the 
whole, eſpecially in ſuch a ſeaſon as we are ſpeak- 
ingof ; The Name of God is blaſphemed among 


: the Gentiles, by means of ſuch, Rom.2.24., Tit.2« 


5. great occaſion 1s given tothe enemies of the 
Lord to blaiphzme, 2 Sam, 12, 14, It was not 2 
ſmall matter of 111 report that doubtleſs was raiſed 
at this dark time whereof the Text ſpeaks. If you 
ſuppoſe the enemies to ſcorn at this rate, 

What © become of your King ? 

Why, .he is hanged for a Traytor and Blaſ- 
phemer. And, 

What #s become of the Deacon of that new- gathered 
Chnrch, that was intruſted with the treaſure ? | 

Why, be ſold himſelf to the Devil for thirty 
pieces of (ilver, betrayed his Maſter, and then 
bang'd himſelf, falling headlong, and then all his 
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bowels guſhed out ; and this 18 known to all the | 


diellers at Fernſalem, Acts 1, 19. 


What became of Petzr, the moſt forward, zealom, 


Ring-leader of the Company ? 


Why he, after he had draivn his Sword and ſhed ; 
blood, forſook his Maſter, and by and by denied 
him, once and again, and the third time 3 nay, | 


curſed and ſwore that he never knew him- 


tryal 2? 


forſook and fled, and ſcattered every one to his 
ows, and left him alone, Fohn 16,32, Theſe ſore 
provocations of ſcorn and blaſphemy, falling in 


cogether with the dark adminiſtration it ſelf of : 


Chiit's Death, might well occaſion this out-cry 
(as Facob ſaid to his Sons, Gen. 34. 30.) You bave 
troubled me, aud made me to ſtink, amongſt the Inhabi. 
tants of the Land, :mou git the Canaanites and Periz- 
zites; Or, as the 1ſraeittes to Moſes ( though 
by them ill applyed, Exod. 5. 21.) Ton have made 
our ſaveur tobe abhorred 1n the eyes of Pharaoh, and 
1: the eyes of his Servants, to put « Sword into their 
hands to ſlay us, Such falls of Profeſſors, as they, 
claw on themſelves wounds. that ſtink and are 
corrapted, Pſa.38.3,5,7. S0do they cauſe the whele 
way of truth tobe evil ſpoken of, 2 Pet. 2.2, this 1S a 
jamentation, Now againtt this putrifaction, it 
mucn concerns the Saints to lay our themſelves to 
Co what they can, ſhowing all good fideluty for the a- 
dorning and perfuming the Goſpel of God 11 all things, 
41tus 2,19, {aving a converſation (1 ncnry, 
| "oxeh 


What became of the reſt of his Diſciples in that i 


Why, after that they had promiſed, That though £ 
they ſhould die with him, they wonld never deny him, 
Mat.26.39. No ſooner was he beſet, but they all Þ 
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hozeſt among the Gentiles ; that whereas they ſpeak, 
evil of them as evil-doers,they may by their good works 
which they ſhall behold, glorifie God, &c, 1 Pet, 2, 
12, Phil, 2. 15, 16, Mat, 5, 15, 16, Titus 2, 8. 
Rom. 14.16, 

2dly. There is an uncouth ſavour apt to ariſe 
from the very diſpenſation it ſelf, though we 
ſhould conſider it unclothed, and freed from the 
former naſty circumſtances, ' Mortality in any re- 
ſpe& is unpleaſant ; diflolution is not defireable : 
The Saints that deſire to depart, do not defire to 
be unclothed (as ſuch) Phil, 1,23. 2 Cor.5.4.Every 
ſuch death is a ſowing in ſome diſhonour, weak- 
neſs, the corruption alſo, x Cor.15.42,43, This 
is a ſtartling to Nature, Sence, and Reaſon, In 
the Concerns of Chriſt,whereof we ſpeak, there 1s 
no ſuch death beſides it, but ſome thing ſuffers 
loſs, its unclothed of ſome ſeeming beauty, al- 
though in the iflue it bes co make for a more real 
and ſubſtantial glory; every ſentence of death 
hath ſome reſemblance to the King of Terrors, 
Job 18.14. This contracts paleneſs upon the faces 
of Friends themſelves, Fer. 30. 6, 7, ſwooning, 
fainting fits are apt to ſeize them,who(with Foſeph) 
weep over and kiſs ſuch corps, Ger, 50. I, 2, Im- 
balmings are needful to refit ſuch fadnings ; ſo 
Prov. 27. 9, Oyntment and Peifume rejoyce the 
heart, ſo doth the ſweetneſs of a man's Friend by 
hearty counſel, Chiitts Sepulchre was a Grave, 
though hewen out of a Rock ; and imbalming was 
requiſite, though never inan lay there before, Joh. 
14.39, ec, eſpeciilly ſeeing weeping Viſiters de- 
fired accels, not only unto, but into the Sepalchre, 
Aark 16, 5. Joh,20.6,8. The Grave or Cave of 
L 2 Lazar 
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| Lazar fetched groans and tears from Chrift bim- | 
ſelf, becauſe he loved him, though he was come to | 


raiſe him, Foh.11.,33,35,38. The aptneſs of the 


choiceſt Saints to faint, ſwoon, and quail at the Þ 


Grave of that Intereſt ( whoſe Reſurrection yet 
they frequently expe) calls for cordial confeRi- 
ons, liberally prepared for ſuch funerals, 


Secondly, Proceed we to the Second branch un- 4 


der this general Head, and that is, To take knoiv- 


ledge what 1s the Nature of this compoſition of | 
Imbaim, that 1s proper to withſtand the ſaid 111- Þ 
ſavour in the ſeveral reſpeRs of it, about which Þ? 


alſo confider we, 


x1, Firſt, Some general Properties or Qualities Þ! 


that are principally to be heeded 1n this 
Preparation. 

2, Secondly, The ſpecial Ingredients that muſt 
concur to make up the Compoſition of it . 


The former of theſe I ſhall propound under 
the Obſervation and Improvement of two or three 
words, in her cale in the text, which may direct 
our care in this buſineſs, 

7, That which we bring to the Lord on the pre- 
ſent intendment, muſt bear proportion to hers in 
this quality. Hers was (and io muſt ours be) very 
Pure Oyntment. The word Spiknard, the margent 
reads Pire-yard ; ſome think it hould be trani}a- 
ted, Upright 'and Perfect Nard s They taking the 
Word 7:$:..2 to be derived from 77515, and fo fignt- 
fie ſarcbtul, proper, pure, and unmixed Nard,. it be- 
ng {1o5le to be acuiterated, vitiated, and corrupt- 
&d, By duc proportion whereunto, all penvoure 
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of ours, muſt have this principally heeded, rhat 
ſimplicity, integrity, and true fincerity do truly 
q qualifie whatever of this kindbe attempted, which 


} directs us as wel that al the z»gredients be unfeign- 


7 edand anſwerable to the pure tandard without hy- 
* pocrifie ; as alſo that there bz nothing admitted, 
2 which is of a forreign allay, which will prove of a 


4 corrupting nature toall the reſt, We read thatin 


7 the Lewvitical adminiſtration, there was both an holy 
7 Oyntment, and an holy Perfume, for the ſpecial 
4 uſe of the Tabernacle, to be compounded by ſpe- 
{ cial direRion, according to the Art of the Apothe- 
7 cary, Exod. 39,23,24,25,3435,36- The Spices, 
{! Doſe, ConfeRion, and Application of it muſt be 
1 ſtrifly ordered by the Randard of the SanQtuary, ' 
; under penalty of death on the leaſt corruption os 
7 deviation : The which pointing unto Goſpels 
| things,I might ſheiv particularly,requires all man- 
7 ner of care, that what we bring before the Lord 
! for a ſveet ſavour, do fully anſwer the pattern for 
 fimplicity and godly ſincerity; a little evil elſe, 
| will ſpoyl much good ; Dead Flyes (ſaith the Wiſe- 
/ man, Eccleſ.10.1.) cauſe the Oyntment of the Aps- 
| thecary to ſend forth a ſlinkzng ſavour ; ſo doth alittle 


Folly him that is in repute for Wiſdom and Hononr, 


They have need of clean hands, and a pure heart, 
| that doth approach with ſuch inteadments. What 


| manner of perſons ought they to be in all holy Converſa= 


| tion and Godlineſs? If they loſe their ſavour wheres 
with ſhall they be ſweetned ? 

2dly. What we bring on this deſign, muſt beax 

proportion to hers in this, Her Spick»ard was very 

preciows. Which exprefſion fignifiech as well the 

| inyrard vertue and excellency of it, as the rich 

L 3 price, 


reO 


price, coſt and value of it. Jt mrght (faid the | 


Diſciples) have been ſold ( and ſuch Wines ſeldom 


yield what they colt ) for three hundred pence ; which | 
likely was the Roman penny, by computation about Þ 


ſeven pence haK-penny of ours, that amounts to 
about gl. — 75. —G64d. ſterliy. So great a value to 
be expended at one da(h on Chriſt, by a Woman ; 
that ſeems to have been not one of the richeſt nei. 


ther ; being ſo highly commended, and propound- | 


ed as an exemplary inſtance to us, "ſhews that what 
we bring of this kind, muſt be in the fight of God 


Gf great price (as a gracious frame of Spitit i in hisÞ- 
children 1s ſaid to be) even that hidden man of the | 
heart tn that which not corruptible, 1 Pet. 3.4, Inf 


this alſo ir is Gonificant, that the external coſt and 
detriment, that ſuch vigorous attempts may bring 
upon us, © ought not to be drawn into the reckoning, 


as worthy to be named or counted dear to ourl 


ſelves, ſo we may bring him Honour, bear up hi; 
Name, ſerve our Generation, finiſh our Teſtimo- 
ny,and hereby raiſe him a ſweet ſavour in the midi 
of an adultetous age, where ive are brought forth. 
The debate and reſolution between two Oenerous 
(\pirits ( David and Araunah ) about offering up 2 


{ſweet {avour to the Loris very teaching, 2 Sam. |: 


24:24. 1 will ſurely bny it of thee for a price ;, ne:- 
ther will I offer bwrut offerings anto the Lird UT 
Ged of that which doth ceſt me nothivg. Such as pro- 
feſs a perſwahon of the neceliity toivard this con- 

fecticn, cf 2 rich acceſs of the precious things of 
min ſuch as precious Blond (x Per.1.19.) cf 
s precious Chriſt ( x Pet.2.7.) apprehended by 
precious Paiti (2 Pet.x.1.) through precious Pro- 
miſes (verf, 4.) in aprecious Word (1 Saw. 3.1.) 
anſwering 
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anſwering to thoſe precious things of Heaven, &c. 
Deut.3 3.13. to 16. Such T ſay as acknowledge a 
neceſſity of theſe, are much overſeen, toſtick at, 
and (tand upon things of a lower value, ſuch as, 


þ Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Brethren, St- 
7 ters, own Life, Luke 14.26, to 33. Mat.10.37, 


38,39. Mark 10.28,29,30. as though they were 
roo coſtly or precious to be laid down upon this 
honourable account > if the Lord have need of 


2dly. The Oyntment ſhe brought, is in this re- 
ſpec teaching tous, That the Application of it was 
very Manifeſt, Liberal, and Diffuſive ; She did not 


] only open, pierce, and give {ome vent to it'ſpa- 
! ringly and gradually, but brake the Box, pouring it 
! out upon his head, It beſpeaks the buſineſs perform- 
! ed with ſuch good will, ſo throughly and effeRu-" 
| ally, as intended neither ſecrefi2 nor reſervation, 
|; as his head and all his other parts were filled with 
'F/ the Oyntment (anſwering that Scripture, Pſal,x 33. 
| 2.) ſo was the Whole houſe intentionally filled 


with odour of it, Jobs 12, 3. Cairilt 1s prin= 


| cipally honoured with our attairs of this kind, when 


ve appear moſt openly and communicatively in 
ſending forth the ſavour, and ſhewing forth the 
vettues of him that hath called us out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous Light, 1 Per.2,0, The excel- 
lency cf this compolition 18 beſt diſceracd, in its 
conteſt with, and conqueſt over oppoſition, then 
ſmelling moft, when cenſured, cruſhed, bruiſed 
moſt ; holding forth the Word of Life as Lights in 
the World, Phil. 2, 15, 16. to make all men ſee 
what is the fellowſhip of the Myſtery, Eph.z 9. 
We only then anſwer the ends and expeRation of 

L + Chriſty | 
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ChiiR, now preſſed after, when (though in cenſur- 
ing perilous dayes) we do in our ſeveral places and 


capacities, do what we can, by a publick Teſtimony, Þ 


þ:ar witneſs to every Truth and Vertue of his, 
and ſuch eſpecially as are moſt eminently ſitriven 
222inſt, by the wickedneſs of the dayes and places 
we live in. 

We come now to ſpeak to the ſpecial Ingredi- 
ents of the Confeftion Which is only competent to 
preſerve a ſweet ſavour to Chrilt's dying Intereſt, 
about which, for the encouragement and direction 
of the meanelt Saint,to do what they can, this muſt 
be confidered, That all of them that are a ſweet ſa- 
wor unta God, they are the Spices and Powders of the 
Merchants, Cant.6.1. Mark,16.1. brought from 
far, and to be bought at Goſpel-prices, Rev. 3.18. 
Z connſel thee to buy of me,CFc. That which is of our 
own growth, Phil, 3.8, 9. begged or borrowed, 
Mat.25.9. will not ſerve the turn, This, though 
yery precious, yet they that have a mind to trade 
init, may have great penyworths, /ſa.55.1,2,3, 
Nor 1sit the lets acceptable to the Lord, or thank- 
worthy, that they bring it with this _— 
ment, 1 Chroy.29.14,15,16, What anMl, and what 
# this people, that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willing- 
ly ? For all things come of thee, and of thine own have 
we given thee ; all this ſtore that we bave prepared 
cometh of thy hand, and all is thine own, -— More- 
over, this ſhould be an encouragement to the poor- 
eſt, weakeſt Believer, That though ſpiritual gifts 
of deep knowledge and utterance, may do much 
eowards the raiſing, and repute, to a dying caule ; 
Yet have the graces of the Spirit, ſhining in the 
hearts and copyerſation of a poor Believer, an 
| eſtimation 
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8 eftimation of a greater price in the fight of God; 
and a real and direct tendency to olorific the Name 
of God in a ſtanding way, when the high and re- 
 nowned gifts of Prophefie may fail, and Tongues 


ceaſe,and Knowledge vaniſh away, 1 Cor.13.to the 
end. The truth of which we have verified in our 
dayes, and may yet further, That the great, lear- 


7 ned, famed men, who would be thought the only 
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Bulwarks and Champions for the Truth and Cauſe, 
have ſhrunk from ic, and their Names rot and 


 unk, whileſt a few poor deſpiſed Saints that own 
=” themſelves nothing, and have no might, have yet 
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been preſerved, to abide with Chriſt 1n his tempta- 


| tions; and having obtained a little ſtrength, do 


not deny his Name. Thus hath it been in all Ages, 
” Not man) Wiſe, &c. But God bath choſes the fooliſh 
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things, &c. And [ thank thee Father, Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth (faith Chritt) that thou haſt hid theſe 
| things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt} revealed 
| them unto babes ; even ſo Father,cc, But more pat- 
| ticularly ; 


I. In all ſuch Coxfettions, there is indeſpenhbly 
neceſſary, eA lively Faith of the operation of God, 
without which it 15 impoſſible to pleaſe him, Heb. 11: 
6. Rom.14.23, This contributes (trength, ſavonr, 
and duration toall other ingredients ( as they ſay 
Ambererceſe doth to all Perfumes) is 1n the front 
of all others, 2 Pet.1.5, And though it be precious 
(v.1.) yet mult have vertue (till diligently added to 


' it, By Faith Joſeph when he died made mention of the 


departnre of the Children of Iſrael, & gave command- 
ment concerning his bones, He b.11.22, Many are the 
excellent exploits recorded by Moſes, performed by 
Toſeph's Faith ; yet the Spigit ſingles this one our 

(doubileſs 
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upon this Goſpel-File, that his Faith at dying 


(though the Light of /ſrae! were for the time 
ſeemingly put out with him) had ſuch a ſingular re. 
eard to the aſſurance of the Promiſe of deliver. 


ance, that on the ſingle evidence thereof he gave 


commandment touching his bones. What Com. 
mandment? namely, the ſame he had given rouch. 
ing his Fathers bones, Gey, 50, 2, That they ſhould þ 
be embalmed, the better to comport and be in fel. 
lowſhip with the defign of the Promiſe, in theſÞ 
truth of which he had ſo much confidence, as he 


was contented his bones ſhould be kept ( though 


imbalmed) above ground, and not repoſed to theirÞ* 


proper reſt, till his people alſo ſhould be brought 


toreſt in the Land of Promiſe ; his Faith prefer- L 


red a Cave in Canaan, before a Pyramid in Egypr ; 


and would be preſerved by an emba/ming, whetein þ/ 


Faith bad the principal hand, Gez. 50. 24, 25, 26. 
Facebs bones mult alſo be embalmed upoa the cre- 
dir of that prectous Promiſe, Ger. 46. 4. 1 willgo 
down with thee into Egypt, avd I will ſurdly brivg 
thee up again, Facobs bones mult be brought ſweet 
to Canaan, to thew tne precious compliances of 
Faith with. Promiſes,ſeemingly dead and broken to 
Sence and Realon. 

2. Thereu neceſſaryin ſuch embalming, Love and 
the ſraits of it, Of theſe two,ſomething was ſpoken 
above, as being principal agents in doing what we 
can. This conftrains the ſoul to do excellent 
things, 2 Cor. 5.-14, beareth, indureth, aceth, 
layeth out unſpeakably, 1 Cor. 123.7,8. Cart.8.6,7. 
Work, of Faith, and labour of Love are joyned toge- 
eher, x Thef, 1, 3. thinks it can never do enough 
| tor 


doubtleſs for its exemplary eminency) to abide 


en et 


abide ; 
lying MY 4th an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable 


tne and well-pleaſing to God, Ph1l.4.8, 
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for Chriſt, and for poor ſouls (chap.28.) this cauſe« 


3. A Third Ingredient that admirably accom- 
panies the other ( as one of the threc principal 


x Theſ.1.3. 1Cor,13-13, This is choicely fitted 


7 for ſuch a Grave, till ſuch a Reſurrection, As 26, 


6,7. Fob 14. 7,14, It's of an exceeding (ſweet- 
neſs ( 1 John 3. 3.) and comforting tendancy, 
Rom.12.12, It (weetens a ſtinking priſon, Zech.o, 
Ix,12, Att 28.20, aftinking grave, Pſal. 16,9. 
it maketh not aſhamed, Rom.5.5. becauſe of the 


| precious love of Chiiſt ſhed abroad, &c. 


4. Without Holineſs there can be no ſuch ſweet- 


| is preſſed after, T bow wilt not ſuffer thy holy 


|. Oneto ſee corruption. Saintſhip both 1n its truth, and 


| manifeſtation, 1s indiſpenhbly required hereunto ; 
' A cleanſing our ſelves by the power of Promiſes from all 
: filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, perfefting halineſs in 


fear of God, To (peak properly, Holineſs is a com- 
poſition of all the Graces of a Saint in 2 joynt 
concurrence ; and is the very complexion of the 
new-creature, as Holinefs is.the Nature of God, 
and reſpeQs all his glorious attributes, and per- 
fections, In propohing this therefore, I ſpeak the 
whole of a Chriſtians Concerns in this bufineſs, 
Be ye clean who bear the veſſels of the Lerd, Under 
this then is intended all the fruits of the Spirit in« 
numerated, Gal, 5. 22,23. 2 Pet.1,5,6,7,8. and 
elſewhere plentifully deſcribed, and exhorted 
t0 


5. 1 ſhall therefore only add, That a ſpirit of n0- 
v1lkty, and Zeal for God, not liable to be proſtituted ns 
the 


let looſe to all manner of incivilities withont con-Þ/.; 
trout; chap. 27,27. to 31. Such a Spirit becomes Þ- 
us ; not aſhamed, not afraid of the Teſtimony of þ 


our Lord, nor of his Priſoners, but ready to be 
offered up, as partakers of the Afﬀictions of the 


Goſpel according to the power of God : Foy we Þ 
have nit received the ſpirit of Fear, but of Power, of | 


Love, and of a ſound md, 2 Tim. 1.7,8. 

Theſe vercues of Jeſus Chriſt in their conjunRi- 
on, fixation, and exerciſe, in the ſpirit and walk- 
ings of Saints, are the Oyntments and Ornaments 
in the fight of God and Men of great price ; nei- 
ther ſhould the weakeſt Saint be diſcouraged, to 

.bring forth what they have of this kind,to the com- 
mon defign; and treaſury Chritt pats a value on it, 
and then we ſhould. not Fold back more than is 
meet. Which leads me to the Fourth general Con- 
federationpropounded for opening the main Doftrine, 
namely, — 

Fourthly, 


zen 


ma 


200 


LN tte 


£5 off 


r, as 


» 


ce of 


hs Woman ; and if we can find the diſpoſition and 

Zremper of his heart to be the ſame in our caſe,. it 
may prove a great encouragement and engagement 
to do what we can for Chris, whether men be pleaſed 


* 
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Fourthly, How are we to concerve of Chriſt's Acs 
ceptance of what # done of this kind by us ? 

We ſee the Text ſpeaks it, direRly, and fully in 

the caſe of this cenſured, hard-thought-of poor 


the or diſpleaſed at it : All I ſhall do here, is to ſhew 
" be [3(2) That Chiiſt accepts kindly and well pleaſed- 
ws ly, ſuch offers to raiſe a ſweet ſavour, And then 
eci.$(2) How he ſignifies this his Acceprance, 

bak Of the former, take but one teſtimony, Cart. 4. 


312,to 16, Thy Plants (faith Chriſt to his Church) 
are an Orchard of Pomegranates with pleaſant fruits, 
Camphire with Spikenard, and Saffron, Calammus, and 
"Cinamom, with all trees of Frankincenſe, Myrrhe, and 


{Aloes, with all the chief Spices, c. Amake,O North 


ind, aud blow O Sonth, that the Spices thereof may 


flow our, That by thoſe ſeveral ſweet-ſmelling 


Spices, are intended the Graces of the Spirit, I 


{think is ordinarily concluded, © The ſcope of this 


Scripture, is to draw forth the ſmel[ of theſe upon 


the confideration of the value that Chriſt puts up- 
on them, and the acceptation he hath of them, e- 
'ven then when poor ſouls are under ſome ſtrait= 


| ning Providences, too much incloſed, ſhut up and 


ſealed ; To prevent which privateneſs of ſpirit, 
and to draw forth this fragrant perfume to more ad- 
vantage, the North-wind, and South-wind, are 
called to meet, in their oppoſition, upon the Gar= 
den ; fgnifying, perhaps,that commotion and d1ſ- 
quiet ſtate of things, where ſuch contrary blaſts 
have their violent conteſts, Dan, 7-2. by means 
Wheie- 


(158) 
whereof, though the Garden may ſeem to ſuffe; 
ſome ſpoyl and loſs, yet it's to the heart of ChriR, 
that his Spicknard, and other Plants, through theſ: 
bruifings and ſhakings, ſhould ſend forth the (mell Þ ;n 
thereof : However this ſeems evident, That what. Þ jj, 
ever private, loW, and undervaluing thoughts the ÞÞ a \ 
poor Saints have of their own attainments, becauſe W (© 
they are but Plants yet, not tall Trees,as the Ce- Þ ;j1 
darts of Labanon that God hath planted ; yet Chriſt Þ Gr 
hath his eye upon their ſpiritual Nature and Origi- Þ G; 
nal, they are all Slips of that Branch of Renown, Þ pre 
are ſweeter and more acceptable in his account, Þ Ge 
than (through their humility) they ſeem to be in Þ the 
theirs 3 we yet know not the high value he pts hy, 
upon the riches of the glory of the inheritance in Þ tin 
the Saints, Eph. x, 18, and to have them in exer- Þ oe; 
Ciſe, eſpecially on ſo ſolemn occaſion as this is; fr 
why it is the joy and rejoycing of his heart, The Þ doi 
heart of Chriſt in point of this acceprance may b: Þþ 
read in Davids on an occahion, which hath ſome re-Þ Ly 
ſemblance, at lealt might be uſed to illuſtrate this, Þ the 
and chat is, in his exvreſſing himſelf rhankfully co Þ (m 
the men of Fabeſh-Gulead, for the Funeral-love Þ and 
they had ſhewed ro one, who had been the Lords Þ day 
Anointed, 2 Sa9.,2,5,6, Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, Þ but 
that you have ſhn:wea this kindneſs to your Lord, evenÞ x F 
aAnto Szul, and have buried him : and now the Lori "EF 
ſhew hindneſs aud truch unto you ; and I alſowill r:-Þ and 
quite your Renaeſs vicauſe ye have done this thing. art. 
The vleihng ne gives them, ſhews his accep- | See 
tznce to the uttermolt, the occahion thus » Thee WB Gy; 
was a day waen th2 men of Jabeſh-=Gilcad, were 10 þyy 
unſpeakible diſtreſs by means of the hard cecms IN 
oftred raen oy Nanaſh the Ammonie, 1 Sam 11. ff 
&y2. 


. (x59) | 
1,2, they could have their peace upon no other 
terms than by eſpouſing an irreparable mark of re- 
proach and infamy on themſelves, and all 1ſrael ; , 


© and in this nick of extremity, Sax! puts his life in 
- © his hand, and reſcues them ſeaſonably,and wrought 
| a very great deliverance. This kindneſs of Sanl 
| to them, they were never in a capacity to requite, 
| till the day that the body of their Lotd, and in. 
| ftrumental Saviour, was hanged on the Wall of a 
| Gariſon of the Philiſties, as a mark of like re- 


proach and ignominy on the whole Intereft of 


| God, In ſuch a day. of death and danger, when 
| the body of their Lord, and his dear Children, is 
| bung a Rinking in the face of the Sun ; now 1s a 
| time to prove and improve the kindneſs, and in- 
{ cenuity of their ſpitits toward their Lord and 
;Þ /ſrael, by putting their lives in their hands, and 
| doing what they could to fetch him off from, and 
| vive a check to that reproach of the enemies of the 
' Lord on his Name and Intereſt. They attempt it, 


they ſucceed, and bring off theſe dead bodies, and 
(mark it) they came to Jabelh and burnt them there, 


| and took their bones and buried them, and faſted ſeven 
| dayes, 1 Sam.Z31.11,12,13. They not only buried, 
| bur bart them there, which was the manner of Roy- 
| 2] Funerals : compare it with 2 Chrox. 16,14. They 


laid Aſa ina bed which was filled with ſweet odours, 


| and divers kind of ſpices, prepared by the Apothecaries 
| art, and they made a very preat burmng for him - 
- I See Fer. 34.5, With the burnings of thy Fathers, the. 
| former Rings which were before thee, ſo ſhall they 


baru odours for thee, This perfumed Royal Fune- 
ral you ſez bath acceptance and recompence ith 


| Pavid, And ſhall Jeſus Chrift, who laid down bis 


life 


( x60) 
life to take away the curſe and reproach from ug, 
and hath ſet us free from wrath to come (which we 
can never requite) now call for a proof of out 
kindneſs, and thankfulneſs, by doing what we c:1 
to reſcue the honour of his Name and Intereſt that 
1s now expoſed to contempt, and to beſtow a mor: 
perfuming funeral on it, and lamentation over it, 
than without danger we durſt do; and (hall w: 
Aand upon the hazard nd colt of ir, and in ſo do- 
ing ſhall not we loſe the bleſſing of David, Th 
Lord ſhew kindneſs and truth unto you, 

Nay, (hall not the men of Jabeſh-Glead riſe up 
in judgement, who did what they could to cove! 
the ſhame, and recover the honour of a wicked 
Prince, who fell for his iniquity, a$ if he had ne- 
ver bzen anointed; and ſhall we refuſe, or come 
ſhort of perfuming this ſervice to the King of Glc- 
ry, Who is put to an open ſhame in his Name and 
People ; God forbid, —This honourable act will 
find acceptable reſentment and recompence from 
Chriſt as that did from David, and as kindnels toff 
the dead hath alivayes done on ingenious ſpirits: 
Reth 1.8, & 2,20. Bleſſed be he of the Lord, wh 
hath not left off his kindneſs to the living and the deai. 
But let us ice how Chriſt doth manifeſt this his} *! 
acceptance of ſuch attempts. | f 

x. Chriſt is ready to ſhew forth his acceptance} "* 
of this kindneſs, by his being ſo willingly 1Ng490 
to plead the caule,and vindicate the innocency and If 
integrity of (ach a People as do what they can torÞ} 1 
him ; many are the ill iaſtructions at home, and} © 
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the ivynominies abroad that will be raiſed upon ſuch} 
a account; But of this we may have aflurance,ſf Tc 
ke 


he ſtands ingaged to make good that word, 
I S424,2,30. 
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1 Sam. 2. 39, Them that honour me, I will hovony | 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efleemed, Ag 
Chriſt Rood not upon his own vindication, when 
' his Father's honour was in his eye ; but he com- 
mitted his cauſe to him, who cftecually hath 
brought it about ; So ſhould not we Rand upon our 
own vindication, When the Name of Chriſt lies at 
the ſtake, See Pſal.35.5,6, Commut thy way to the 
Lord, &c. And he ſhall bring forth thy Righteouſneſs 
a the light, and thy Fudgement as the noon-day, We 
ſee how effetual he doth it in the Text, concern- 
ing this poor Woman in all her 1gnominies, and 
hard ſpeeches that (he met withal; and no leſs 
will be (hew it at this day,to be the high title of his 
K honour, T hw ſaith thy Lord, the Lord, and thy God, 
 whopleadeth the cauſe of hrs people, Iſa. 51, 22, He 
will thorowly plead their cauſe, e1.50.34. and exe* 
cute Judgement for them, bring them forth to the 
light, and thar eyes ſhall behold thy Righteouſneſs, 
Micah 7.9. Marvellous bave been the Lord's 
| waycs and methods of afferting the integrity of 
| his people, from the midit of the clouds of jigno- 

, miny, — 
;'| 2. Chriſt ſheweth his acceptance by ordering 
the iſſnes of all the proviſion that a people makes 
for his Name and Glory, that it proves the di 
| r1:cteft proviſion they can polhible make for them= 
-..iþ ſelves and their belt interelt, 7 he /iberal man dewi- 
A | ſeth liberal things, and ly liberal things ſhall he ſtand, 
| 112.32.8, That courſe wch the generality of people 
i conclude according to rules of Providence is the 
| way to ruine them, proves the molt eft2Ctual means 


(\uchÞÞ : ; n 
nce.þ toeltabliſhthem: of this Pſa/, x12, gives a full 
LOL ” m—_ * ' . | - 
ora, þ teſtimony, The good man, 1s there brought in 
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| gracious, 
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gracious, full of compaſſion, ſhewing favonr, and lend- 
ing, diſperſing, giving to the Poor , and yet in all 
reipets, making the fulleſt proviſion for his own 
beſt bleſledneſs in ſo doing. That of Chriſt 15 the 
Paradox to prudent Profeſſors in perilous times, 
which they can by no means reſolve, He that will 
fave his life ſhall loſe it, and he that will loſe his life 
(hall ſaveit. How evidently 1s this made good in 
the good Name of perſons? Men have generally 
reaſoned, that to cleave to ſuch a Profeſlion,or Te- 
{timony, or People, hath been the high-way to bz 
dilgraced for ever ; whereas the Lord hath mani- 
feltly b:ilt up the Houſes of ſuch (as its ſaid of the 
Aidwives Horſes in Egypt.) We reade in the firſt 
and laſt verſes (ave one of Heb.11, concerning the 
Worthies, Thet by Faith they obtained a good report, 
though they received not the Promiſe, It was mat- 
ter of reproach to them, that they ſhould imbrace 
and cleave to certain Promiſes from generation to 
oeneration, owning them as their Intereſt, which 
vet brought not forth in their day, the great things 
they teſtified of, and profeſied that as Pilorimes 
and Strangeis they waited for; they made this 
their buſineſs, to raiſe a good report, and preſerve 
2 {iveet ſavour upon the Promiſes, Which yet 
brought not forth as they expeQed they ſhould ; 
bur yet this they got by it, the P:omiſes left a 
200d report on them, Their Names (by means 
thercof ) were a precioths Oyntment, Eccleſ. 7. 1, 
{01 rat their converſation were as precious Oynt- 
ment to tie Name of God, | 

Cariſt ſhews his acceptance of ſuch, by making 
Known to ſuch the moſt early difcoveries of his 
[11:27 5r8aking forth of Glory b2yond any other. 
50 
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So it was in the caſe of the Text, they that were 
atthis early coſtly provifion of Imbalm, had the 
firk Knowledg," Evidence, and Joy of the Reſur- 
reion of Chriſt from the dead; and mult be the 
firſt meflengers of the blefled Tydings thereof, 
Fobn 20.1,14. to 18. Lake 24.10, Mark 16.9,10, 
They had not the firſt maniteltation of 1t who were 
men of the greatelt parts, imployment, or eltzem. 
Nothing 15 more obvious tofrequent experience, 
then the preventing Grace of Chriſt, at ieaſt in 
keeping the ſpirits of ſuch ſweet, quick, lively ; 
and if any fore-taſtes of approaching Glory be g0- 


| ing, ſuch overcommetrs thall have the morning- 


Rar, Rev.2.28.- 
Chriſt's acceptance is frequently fignified this 


| Way ; They who do what they can to raiſe a ſweet 


ſavour on the concerns of Chriſt, ſhall be rendred 


| themoſt uſeful, bleſled, and a bleſſing of any 0+ 
| thers in their generations ; T he bleſſings of the ſouls 
| and bodies of them that were ready to periſh ſhall come 
| upon ſuch, Job. 29, 1 3 " T hey ſhall be A5 dew frow the 
| Lord, and as the ſhowers upon the praſs, that tarrieth 
| not for man, nor waiteth for the ſons of men, Micah.y., 
| 7. Their love to Chrzt, laying out its ſelf for him 


thus, is likened to the Oyntment on the head of 


Aaron, and the deiv of Hermon and $12 ; for there 
| the Lord commanded the blefling, Pſal.133. The 


Families, Neighbours, Fellow-members of ſach 
ſhall riſe and call ſuch bleſſed, Prov.z1.28, Ezck, 
. 26. The diſtinguithing mark of acceptation 

1s reſerved by Chri#t, till the day of recompence, 
which balineth grcatly,in the wel not the value of a 
Cup of cold water hath been given on this ſweetning 
deſign, but ſhall have its eminent reward, Upon 
l 2 that 
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that enquiry of the poor' Diſciples, Mat. 19. 27, 
Behold, we have forſaken | All | and -have followed 
thee, what ſhall we have therefore ? It Was a great 
[ A1I] a few Fiſhing-Nets and Boats, and the like 
poor things; Yea, but it was their [ All] they-had 
done, and were undone, as far as they could for 
Christ; and what remaineth to them ? Truly they 
having followed Christ in the Regeneration (or as 
Luke 22.28,) continued with him in bis Tempra- 
tions, he appoints to them a Kingdom as the Fa- 
ther appointed him, They muit cat and drink, with 
him in bis Kingdom, ſitting on T hrones and judging 
the Tribes of litacl ; and every one that hath for- 
ſaken Brothers, or Houſes, or Fathers, &c. ſhall re- 
cerve an hundred fold, &c, 


From the words, a few things more tending 


to a cloſer Application of the whole, ſhall ſerve 
for a cloſe. 

Uſe x. This might be improved by way of In- 
formation thus ; If Chri#t do put ſuch a real high 
value upon all attempts that are levelled toward 
this defign, to preſerve a (Weet favour on his con- 
cerns, when they are by the world expoled to 
ftinking. Then 

1. May we gather how the heart of Chr;#t Rands 


aſpeing ſuch as do what they can to render him |þ 


and the things of his Name and Glory odions, by 
laying contempt and reproach upon it what in 
them lyeth ; ſurely it will be a bad day for ſuch 
when he ſhall plead with them, and vindicate the 
quarrel of his abuſed Name nd Interelt : If they 
that honour him (hall be thus honoured, then they 
rvho deſpiſe him hall be lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam, 
2,20, It's wottn contideration, what requicals 
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io kind Chtiſt hath in ore for ſuch indignities 
done to him, what funerals he hath reſerved for 
ſuch enemies ; See /ſa.14.9,11,18,19,20, Hell 
from beneath # moved at thy coming. ——Thy pompe 
i brought down to the grave, and the noiſe of thy 
wviols ; the worm us ſpread under thee, and the worms 
cover thee. —T hey that ſee thee ſhall narrowly look np- 
on thee.cyc, All the Kings of the Nations, all of thema 
lie in glory, every one 11 their own houſe, but thou art 
ca#t ont of thy grave like an abominable branch, as the 
rayment of thoſe that are ſlain, thruſt thorow with a 

ſword, — As a carkaſs troden under foot, thou ſhalt 
not be joyved with them in burial, becanſe thou haſt 
deſtroyed thy Land, and ſlain thy people : the ſeed of 
evil-doers ſhall never be renowned, -— An Inſtance 
like unto this of the Lord's ſeverity to ſuch as 
have provoked him, and abuſed his Glory, we 
have, Jer. 16. 4, They (hall die of a grievous death, 
they ſhall not be lamented, neuher ſhall they be buried, 
but they ſhall be as dung upon the face of the Earth, 

Theſe are ſome of the Lord's wayes, that he can 
take, and many times doth With ſuch as are not 
render of his Glory: Confiler this ye that forget 
G14, cr, The funerals of Fez bel, that dreadtul 
enemy to the Lord's Prophets and People, may be 
a Warning to ſuch Periecurers, 

2dly, Iraltolets us underſtand with waat little 
ſavour he doch and will revard thoſe who have 

h-en pret=nders to 1m in ths dayes of Proſperity z 
hut in Adverlity, and under the p:{hons and re- 
proaches that attend tbe Golpel, tnzy hide their 
faces as it vere fremnimg ray, are ready t© ceal 


b4 


with him, as the Phar:;ſ-es ie condemned 751 do- 
x - = " ns. * . # - i 
ing, Mat,23.29, tothe end. Who built the Tombs 
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of the Prophets, and garniſht the Sepnlchres of the 

Righteous, and yet eſponſe and walk, im the very ſpirit 

of thoſ that ſlew them ; ſee their doom, and downfal 

19 the {ame place. 

3dly. It alſo ſhews how little thank-worthy 
they will be in the day of Chri#t, and how much 
*tis 20 their loſs of their comfort now, and will 
be of their reward then, who think every thing 
too much, that they either actually lay out, or put 
in hzzard forthe Name-ſake of Chri5F, If a good 
with indeed will do it, or the bleſſing mentioned, 
James 2,15,16. would be accepted, that (pcllibly) 
might be (pared ; but as for any thing that is coſt- 
ly, or dangerous, that cannot be adventured, 71:'s 
as hard ſayivg, who can bear it ? Of ſuch will not 
Chriſt ſay, T hey that are aſhamed of me and my Word, 
before this evil ayd adulterous generation, of them ſhall 
the Son of man be aſhamed, when he appears in hts 
Glory, and inthe Glory of his Father ard of all his 
Holy Angels ? 

Hſe 2, But I rather proceed to offer a few 
things, that may tend to direct and ingage in this 
matter, And here ( fiſt) ſome Cantions to pre- 
vent miſtakes and miſcairiages, in the Preparation 
and Application of this Imbalm ; and (then) a few 
Direfions, and I ſhatl conclude. 

Caution 1. Take heed that you continue not in 
ſuch a ſtate, and carry ſuch corruption about you, 
as will render you utterly incapable of doing any 
other than railing a Rench on the things.of Chris, 
Whatever yu have to Go adout them, the purity 
of this ConfeCtion is ſuch 25s the leaſt evil owned 
and alloiyed, will diffuſe its malienity through it to 
the vitiating the Whole, and rendiing it of none 
effect; 
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effe&: Alittle ſuch leaven will ſowre the whole 
lump ; Dead Flzes cauſe the Oyntment of the Ape= 
thecary to ſtink, ſo doth a litle folly, &c. This 15 
notably illuſtraced in the caſe put, Hagg.2.11,14- 
where is (hewed that there 1s much more force and 
malignity in a little evil to corrupt much good, 
then there is in much Religious Service of ſuch a 


| People, to leave an impretſion of goodneſs on 


things otherviſe void of it. Look to it that you 
be very clean who bear the veflels of the Lord in 
this Service, leſt you defile this undertaking for the 
Lord ; clean hanas and a pure heart are indiſpen= 
fibly requiſires in this affair, | 

Cantion2, Takes txedjaccording to What Rules, 
Inſtructions, or Diſpeniorv you comPyuund this 
Imbalm. I hinted befote how exa&iy careful 


LY 


| God'was in the Compoſition both of rhz Oyl and 
| Pouder that were to perfume his Tabernacle, Exod, 
| 30.23, &c. Noleis is he jealous of the preſent 
| things under conſideration, Take we heed there- 
' fore of falſe Rules, and Principles, as name- 


BY 


, I. Take heed how you admit. of humane Wiſ- 
dom and Prudence, the conſultings of fleſh and 
blood, to dictate and give rules in theſe matters, 
Itis very fruitful in multiplying inventions, eva- 
fions, expedients, diltinctions, waich indeed have 
2 ſheiv of Wiſdom, but its frequent rhat the Ser- 
pents ſubtilty is foiſted in, In the place of the fim= 
plicity of Chri5+ ; to call any man AZafter 19 this 
matter, is very dangerous. 

2. Tike hed you miitake not by ſeeking the 
Cheapeit inftead of the Chiefeft way of this Per- 


tuming. It's indeed our witdom and underitand- 
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ing to ſet down afore-hand and caſt the coſt, Ly, 
14 28,31, &c, leſt having begun, you be nor ahl 
to finiſh ; but then it muſt be brought to this iflue, 
verſ. 33. Whoſoever he be that forſaketh not all that 
ever be hath, he cannot be my Diſciple. Nothing 
leſs than all one hath, even his whole Livin?z, e. 
very thing on this fide Heaven muſt be made up 
in the account (if the Lord hath need of it) to be laid 


out on 1t, 


Cantion 3, Admit not Cuſtome, commonÞÞ 
Fame, nor common Fear to bs your Counſel. 


lours : Theſe and the like Cantions mult be per- 
ſued, | 

Bur I had rather Conclude with a few Coun- 
ſets : 


x. If you do any thing excellent for Chriſt, do 


it early: So did this good Woman, both in the Þ 
Text and at the Sepnlchre, Many ſtay their hands Þ 
from works of rh:s kind, till they ſee what others, Þ 


who are accounted more eminent, will do ; they 
think it imprudent, and to ſavour of raihneſs and 
ſingularity to be prefidential and exemplary : but 
this will one day be found the excellency of Chri- 
ſian activity in works of this nature, That they 
tarry not for min, nor wait for the ſons of men, Micha 
5.7. We mayinthis caſe allude to that paſſage, 
2 Sam. 19. 12, Ye are my Brethren, ye are my Bone 
and my Fleſh, wherefore are ye then the laſt to bring 
back, the Kizg? Many are ſo late and lingring in 
works that concern Chriſt's Glory of this kind, 
putting.it off from one time to another, rill their 
ſpirits 60k to the work, and the things themſelves 
(xs ivas {aid of Lazar) Rink in their notttils, 


2dly, Con- 
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| Wie men of the Eaft worthy of a "preſent of 
Frankincenſe, Gold, and Myrrie at his birth, be- 


{ing born King of the Fewes, and of a coſtly bed 


i 
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2dly. Conſider the Royal Extratt, Deſcent,and 
Otiginal of this Cauſe and Intereſt, the Imbalm. 
ing of which with theſe ſweet Odours you are Cx- 
horted to, Ir's the oft-ſpring of a King,of a great 
King. The Wiſe men were liberal in | preſenting 
him with Frankincenſe and Myrrhe whom they un- 


Ederſtood to be King of the Fewes, though laid in a 


manger, Mat.2.1 ' And Febs had {o much 


- oenerdhity, when he had done the judgements of 
: God upon Fezebel, as to give order,2 Kings 9.34. 
7 Go, ſee now this curſed Woman, and bury her ; for ſhe 
# a Kings Daughter, Shall a curſed Woman have 


Ja becoming burial, becauſe ſhe 1s a Kings Daugh- 
ter, and hall not the blefſed Cauſe of the King of 
| Kings be better reſpected? though it be thrown to 
| doos, and be meat for them, it deſerves berter 
{for "his Cake to whom it ſtands related in Royal Pro- 
loeny, He that (as was ſaid) was judged by the 


| of Spices by honourable counſel at bis funeral, be- 


ing Crucified as King of the Fewes, deſerves upon 


| the ſame account an honours le treatment, when 
- any of his things come under clouds and ſuſpition 


by the men of the times. Some Kings indeed 
were ſo evil, as debarred them from Royal Fune- 


| rals, Fer, 22,18,19, 2 Chron.21,19,20. But Chrift 


deſerves better uſuage. If you would have your 
hearts ingaged to this honourable work, {ay to heart 
the merit of it at your hands, *Tis both nearly re- 
lated to you, and hath done upſpeakable worthy 
things for you, while jt was in.its flouriſhing ca- 
| PaCity and Condition, It's very near and natural 

| 9 
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to you that are Saints; as David ſaid, Ye are » 
Brethren, ye are my bones and my fleſh: It is th 
very Womb wherein we were warmed,and drough 
forth in that Rate of Saint-ſhip under the profeſſ 
on Whereof we ſtand, Of Sion it (hall be (aid 
Thus axd that man was born in her « Reciprocation;{W1 
of love to ſuch Relations, and of endeavours if iFR 
were pollible to requite them, I Tims. 5. 4+ Would 
engage to do our utmolt at their Funeral, as Fo{<ph 
imbalmed his Father, who tendered him dearly, 
and lamented his ſuppoſed death exceedingly, 
Gene37.34,35. So Would a Mothers Grave ( be-|$ 
cauſe a Mothers) be extraordinarily bewayled,Þ 
Pſal.25.34, Many chat bury an only Child, or firtt-# 
born, will [pare no cott about it: Thz (ſay they)Þ 
#5 all the Portion | have topayit, What was ſaid ct j ere 

the men of Javeſh, mivht here be repeated ; they ; 
thought they could do no leſs to the remembranceſÞþ 
of a Father in /ſrac/, who had done io well fo; fiat 
them ; or the Exhorcations to the Daughters of BJner 
Iſrael, to weep over him woo clothed them in toa 
Scatlet, wich other delivhts; who put on Orna- pen 
ments of Gold i.pon thei: Apparel, x $42. 1, 2.4, bea 
muech.more in 2ipiti'ualienſe harh this Intereſt of BS 2 
Christ deierve at your hands, On! bs not un- je Mm 
orateful at ſua an vppormunity as this, you may £2 5. 
never have th? life io expreſs yo.ul ingenuity, It ; 
you elapſe this - Pic 
4thly. Preſs aficr larger participations of @ Royal Far 
Spirit, 1f you would do any excellent thing at this ſto 
Funeral, Where ihere are any foarks of true No» ſcell 
bility, they will ven: themſcives this way, woere- £0! 
28 (pitits of a baſe and ſordid complexion will $805 
ſhrink in ſuch a time of colt and hazard as. this. It Fat 
Was 


(171) 
: 1s 2 brave ſpirit in Arauneh, when there was a 


thiWebate betwixt David and him about the price of 
u2hMhe Sacrifice, that was to be offered up for a ſweet 
eſiMavour in an infeRious naſty ſeaſon, As 2 King, 
2id have he to the King, 2 Sam, 24.23. Twas bardto 


,on;EFiſcern by their ſpirits (if external badges had not 
if ifÞh2en there to diſtinguiſh them) which of them had 
ouldfFnot of the ſpirit of a King in him. Such large. 
[eph{Þeſs of heart is exceeding proper and honourable 
ty, ; nthe caſe before us. A little laid out in the power 
oly,þdt this Principle will be highly enhanſed in the 
be. {Falue of it. It was a notable Inſtance, and evi- 
ed, fence that Riſþpah ( though but the Concubine of 
rt. {Fan ) retained ſome tincture of a Royal mind, 
ey) [hat when the ſeven men of the off-ſpring of Saal, 
{ oifÞfrere executed at the inſtance of the Gibeonites, 


heyEvith that reproachful and curſed death ; yet ſhe 
ace from her noble diſpoſition, and generous reſpec to 
fo; that Royal off-ſpring, doth waat ſhe could to keep 
- of them from thoſe corrupting caſualties that are apt 


in {to attend carkaſles, expoſed as they were in the 0- 
na-pen air, to be a prey to the Burcs by day, and the 
>4, | Bealts by night; ber ſack-cloth was accepted 
- of Fas a noble pavillion, & ſpoken well of at Court,till 
\n. fa more noble Funeral was provided for them, 
jay 2 Sam. 21.09, to 14. Chriſtians, if you are (as you 
profels ) made Kings and Prieits to God, a Royal 
Priefibood, then you have another, a nobler ſpirit 
ya! pahan have others 3 it concerneth and becometh you 
1is ſto ir up an41 improve on things that are Moſt ex. 
cellent, Ir's not for Kings ( Oh Believers!) Ir's 
-2. no: for Kings and Princes to do leſs than the 
i11 Ppobleit things, To open their mouth for the Cumb 

© Fia the Cauſe of all ſuch (as on this account) are 
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appointed to deſtruion ; Open thy month, juig 
righteouſly, and plead the cauſe of the poor and needy, 

Fthly. Know for your encouragement, Thy 
though Chriſt expeeth you ſhould do what yo 
can to imbalm his Intereſt, yet the ſoveraien vet 
tue of that, Which indeed doth and muſt preſery 
it from rotting and ſtinking, depends upon th 
Lord's own provition and preparation : Thougi 
your good Will be accepted, and your work ſhall þ 
rewarded, yetit's freedom from corruption flont 
from the abſolute dominion he hath over the Gray: 
where he lieth, and the purpoſe and ingagemen 
that he hath made known in the New Covenant t 
give ita Reſurrection, It's no ſmall encourage. 
ment therefore to know, and be inſured that wi 
are workers together with Chriſt in this defienf 
which mult nee1s bz: ſuccezded with a good iflueſÞ 
and therefore it's good adventuring thereupon. Þ 

Gthly. Laſtly, Reſolve upon this, That if yaP 
live not long enough to ſee 11s Refurrection, ye 
you will be laid in the ſame Grave with it ; wherf 
ir dieth you will die, and there you wili be buriecÞ 
Tne Spices then prepared and laid in to imbalmn i; 
will alſo perfume you. The latlt Teltimony | 
Friendlineis the old Prophet could theiv to tf 
young Prophet (1 Kings 13.28,29, 39,31, ) waſp 
to take up ns dead caikals, though a Lion haa flain 
him and ttood by, lay him in his own Sepulchie ff, -— 
and give this char9e, When [ amdead, then bury mi 
:n the Sepulchre wherein the man of God ts baried, ln 
2y boaes veſides his bones, Foſeph laies the boy cþ 
Carittin his own new Tomb, Mat.27.60, Avri- 
ham 101 Sarah, Iſaac and Rebeka, Facob ans L:40, 
and Foſeph allo covet to be laid cogether, Ge». 49: 
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29,31, A Cave in Canaas, Where they muſt be 
21d in the Faith of Promiſes, which is more de- 
iceable than the chiefeſt Royal Sepulchbres in 
anaan, Gen, 23.6, chap.49.29, chap,g0,25,26, 
It was nobly reſolved in /rrai the Gittite, 2 Sam. 
5.21. Surely in what place my Lord the King (hall 

ie, whether in death or life, there alſo will thy Ser= 
ant be, Such bleſſed Reſolutions raiſed on true 
Principles, Kev. 12.11, Als 15.26, chap,20,24. 
hap.21.13, have their acceptation pow, and ſhall 
ot miſs of an early Reſurre&ion in due time, 


; - Kings I3,2L, Dan,11.13, Iſa.26. I9, 


(175) 


SASCADESSERESES 


he gractous Author of the fore-going Treatiſes, 
after full Three years Suffering under very 
hard circumſtances, enduring many inhuma- 
nities from mercileſs Goalers im Exceſter- 
Goal, was continued Priſoner under Milita- 
ry Guards in the 1/le of Plymouth, where 
 avwiftent Sickneſs in a few dayes ſeized upon 
hims in which a Friend admitted to a conſtant 
Converſe, judged theſe following Paſſages 
worthy has Obſervation, which may fitly be 
| here mſerted, as a Diſcovery of the Grace 
granted in his vanous C, hanges,and Abiding 
with him, until by the Will of Gad, having 
finiſhed his IVork , he fell aſicep, 


hou harry OA CRIES 


Fricnd giving him ſome Emulfion to drink, 
he drank and ſaid, All paſſages are clear, * 
between Stomach and Belly, Head and 
Heart, and that and Heaven, bleſſed be 
God, 
A Friend then asking him 1f he had any thing 
to ſay to them in the Family with hini, in cafe the 
Lord ſhould ca!l him from them ? He replicd, 1 defire 
the bleſſing of the God of Heaven may be upon you, and 
ls full Reward from him be miniſtred to 30u for all the 
lubour of Love you have ſhewed to me for the Lords 


ſake ; 


| (x76) | 
(ſake; and I beſeech you continue ftedfaft inthe Faith 
and Teſtimony to ChrifF and his Concerns, who # u 
worthy as ever, "notwithſtanding all the reproach cai 
on him and them ; and I deſire earneſtly you will tak 
heed of being offended at Him, his Word, Works, 
Wayes, but be careful to be fonnd in his paths, as eve 
you hope to have help, to ſtand before him with pea; 
and comfort at hus appearing. | 
He further ſaid, Chriit had a poor Remnant yt 
left,that he was perſwaded ſhould be helped toſtand,anl 
10 more tobe afraid of the wort that men can do, thallf 
he, through Grace, was now afraid of what Deah 
could doto him, And ſaid, Though 1 may be roll 
znto my duit, yet there is a promiſed approaching Gli 
ry, that God will moſt certainly bring forth out of al 
theſe preat deeps, with which we are now encompaſt 
though (laics he) it maybe you alſs may not live to (t 
it, but todieinthe Faith of it will be enough , and th 
Lord grant you may not ſlagger, and that nocloud mi) 
be upon your Teſtimony to God, nor (unleſs clouds! 
good for you) upon your Intereit in him, | 
And as to the Church at Plymouth, he ſaid, Hi 
had oft, ſince his Sickneſs, on his bed, begg'd of God, 
that the Lord the God of the ſpirits of all fliſh, would (+ 
a man over that Church, a man whom he (honld chu(: 
to goin and ont before them, to feed rhem, that ſo ti 
Lords poor flock be not utterly [catiered by thoſe tha 
carry or keep them Captive, Numb. 27, he referrei 
[ 


O, | 

And further ſaid to a Friend then preſent, 7 dejirrſÞ 
yort, if God by his Providence or otherwiſe, (hall here 
after ſþ:ak, any ſuch thing to you, though but in a wh: 
per, you would not deſpiſe or neglett it, bat look on 1 
45 the Call of God to yon,and obey it accordingly, 


To : 


(+77) ng 

To which that Friend replyed, My weakneſs is 
ſufficiently known to you, my ſelf, and others, for 
ſuch a weighty ſervice, making me dread the thoughts 
of ſuch an undertaking as at preſent ſurniſht ; ye T 
hope 1 ſhall carefully mind; what che Lord may 
ſpeak to me in future, as alſo what hint you have 

ow given about it, to do therein as God ſhall dis 
rect, | 

Afer this diſcourſe ended, he further ſaid, He bat 
bren a poor ſtaggering vain creature, and ſince the time 
Ghe came to thes place, and the Lord gave alittle re 
overy, be had not ſo improved it as became him ; he 
earneſtly wiſht he could write a little, that be might 
leave a witneſs againſt it, Saying alſo, Ab! I bave 
many things in Short-hand, that none can read but my 
«lf, by which means they will be leſt. 

Then added, 1 have a poor Siſter, an honeft 
eff eftionate ſoul, who I deſire you will do what you can 
"po comfort, ſupport and ſtrengthen, according tothat 
Kounſel, 1 Theſl. 5. 14. Now weexhort you Bre« 
Ithren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble= 
minded, ſupport the weak, be patient towatds all 


0 Brmen. Ard deſired we would ſometimes ſpeak, a word in 


Wſcaſon to ber. And further ſaid, as tothe Church in 


; ſe Plymouth, wherein he had labonred, he deſigned to 
"WM ſerve the Lord in it, and to gather ſouls to Chriſt ; 


, land had now the witneſs of a good Conſcience in that 
"matter, that he had not wilfully omitted, or dealt neg= 
igently in that Work mn the main of it, as opportunity 


= preſented; and bleft the Lord, that ſince hu Impri= 
"Þ ſonment, be bad heard of ſix or ſeven of that Church, 


.Þ that had gone triumphing to Heaven beforg him. 
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Then ſpeaking of Chriſtians Sufferings, he ming 
£d that word, x Pet. 4.16. Yet if any man ſuffer ; 
a Chriſtian, &'c. He minded what a bleſſed thing 
was to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, :z., To begin, hold on 
hold out, and at laſt come off as a Chriftian 3 It wa 
2 great Word and Work, and ſpeaking of tus paing 
he had on his outward-man, - yet blefled God, Ther, 
w4as 0 ſorrow added, nor no ſting in them, that w 
Fuck 1n the ſides of Chriſt, blefled be his Name. 

A Friend asking how he did ? Never better 3» 
life (ſaid he) bleſſed be God, 

One asked hun whether he would have any Cor 
dial? He ſaid, Yes, may it be an inſtrument 01 Gol 
behalf to recover a little reg before I go hence, an 
be ſeen no more,to ſpeak yet a word for God, elſe til 
me of no more Cordials, for I drink full draught 
One giving him a little, he drank and faid, IU a 
made to drink,of the beFt ſpiced Wine, the Wine of thi 
Pomepranate ; bis Love u better than Wine ; 1; 
drinkzng of :@ Vineyard, not a drop of red Wine bleſſ 
be God : the Day Ithink ts come, I (hall be led toth 
Fountain of Living Water, and ſhall bunger nor thu 
220 more; And added, The Wine that #s red mig 
have been my Porticn, even fire and brimflone, and a 
horrible tempeſt, might have been the portion of n 
Cup, 

Oh ! if Jacob's heart revived to ſee the Chart 
20 carry him to Joſeph 1» Egypt, How ſhould my Soul 
revive in meto ſee my God's Chariots of Salvation it 
<#"7 me to ſee him, not in Egypt, nor Earthly buf 
Heavezly Canaan 3 Then he fetch'd a figh, ſaying s 
T ſigh, out am not ſad, | 
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deed let #5 go un the beginning of our way where we 
| would, and we then went under full gales like to them, 
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- Then applying himſelf ro ſpeak to Friends about 
him, he ſaid; And to jos that are troubled, reft wth 
me there ts prepared for you ſhortly, 

One telling him, he ſpenc himſelf z he ſaid, He 
would gladly ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt, yet mould 
not make undue haſte to Heaven till bis Beloved pleaſe 
ed, yer 1 would bid my Friends Farewel, remembring 
Elijah threw his Mantle on Eliſha at parting ; and 
though 1 cannot yet ſay whether it be finally farewel : 
Paul bid the Romans farewel ofien, but I can bid you 
heartily farewel, bleſſedly farewel. Then added, '/ 
have one word for Sion, I have been oft refreſht in 
thoughts of old Jacob, as I mentioned but now, how he 
revived, aud ſaid, Foſeph 1s yet alive, I will go down 
and ce him beforeI dic : But yet before be comes out 
of Canaan be i at a ſtand, and God mutt be ſought 
ro know his mind, Gen. 46. 4, God aſſures bim, he 
would go with him into Egypt, and would ſurely bring 
him up thence, and yet Jacob muſt die there ; 1 have © 
thought how can this word be true ? and have bees- 
anſwered, it was true to Jacob colleively, though © 
not perſonally conſidered, his ſeed, and with them him 
alſo, dead or alive, muſt be brought up with them 
23 the time appointed ; and though jacob's life indeed 
7 took, off in ſomewhat an unexpeiled time and way, 


| yet his Fauth us kept up ſo as he gives charge in that 


zmatter, ere he dies, that his bones ſhould be carried up 
with them, and ſo grves teſtimony to the Truth of God 
in that caſe, and the like doth Joſeph. 

Oh Friend ! God hath brought us down nnto Egypt, 


zt may be where we wonld not have gone ; he hath in- 


Exod. I5. 14, to 18. ſaying, We ſhall come # out of 
| N 2 E2ypty 
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Egypt, ut may be pitching it too perſonally as to ws, fir 
whether we in our perſons ſhall be bronght from Baſhan 
and the depths of the Sea, may yet be a queſtion ; but 
if we be indeed the ſeed of Jacob, that ſeek bim axd 
his face, we ſhall then mot certainly be brought up 
dead, or alive, ont of Egypt: let's endeavour to keep 
up Faith in that. ; 
There ts a Cauſe God hath ſtretched out his hand to 
own amongit us, though men may be divided about ih” 
what it ts ; ſome ſay it conſiſts in Stating and Aſſer- ; c 
ting our Rights againſt Oppreſſours ; but I take it 
be ſuch a Teſtimony to Chriſt's. Kingdoms, that few will. 
eſpouſe but ſuch as love the Lord Feſms 1n ſincerity, S 
Though as to out-works, they muſt be owned as works Þ* 
of wonder, but the inward-part is the main thing, «© 
ven to bring forth Fudgement and Truth into Power! 
and Pratlice, ſo as all the upright in heart ſhall folong© 
3t ; this, even this ſhall be ſo brought out and lifted}? 
»p over the heads of all oppoſitions and oppreſſors ; buſ* 
God hath much of this kind yet to bring forth inthel 
hearts of hu own Children : But, Lord, what waitI 
for ? my hope is in thee. | 
One asked him, Will you have ſome refrething Þ} * 
T have refreſhing (ſaics he) the world kyows not of, avi} * 
Strangers cannot intermeddle with. F 
His Siſter defired, he would take reſt, He anſwer-þ' 
ed, Chrift's Diſciples ſaid of Lazarus, Fob,11, If hÞ\® 
ſleep, he thall do well, ſpeaking it of natural ſleep ;Þ1*" 
but ts ſleep in Feſus, as thoſe that God will bring age - 
with him, us much better, Adding , It was a ſweet|* 
reſolve of Herckiah's broken words, Ila. 38. when hef* 
had ſpoken hard words of God, not becoming a man if j© 
his acquaintance with divine diſpenſations, when he 
fazes, Wha {hall I fay ? he hath ſpoken, and _— 91 
| at 7 
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: hath done it 3 I ſhall go ſofily all my years in the 


Jan 


om JT zerſ.16, O Lord, by theſe things men live 3 and in 
bt v8 all cbeſe things is the life of my ſpirit, ſo wile thou 
Y % recover Mme, and make me to live. Sol have a word 


E or hint ſometimes as if the Lord would ſay, Eat a 
little, and drink a little; as if he might have ſome 
lictle further work for me 3 but then old pains, and 
Aer (0 old clearneſs. again at other ſeaſons, making me 
- irc and fay, Oh! how harda thing is it to keep an 
_ hand with God, in his various diſpenſations. 
erin.Þ So fooliſh was I and ignorant, as that good man once 
works ; ad, Pal. 37 Sometimes ai a man, then as a Beat, 
"0, t- JE. but "tis good for me to draw near unto God, 
Poon and to ſay though he kill me, yet 1 will truft in 


follow © ads 


and to 
»08t it ; 
3 


m. 
But it pleaſed the Lord though by very undiſcern- 


E 
lifted ; 
bj bi able degrees, after keeping his Chamber three 
in the quarters ofa year, to give him a Recovery for 
wa ſome ſeaſon 3 after which being ſeized with 


Sickneſs, which continued to the finithing of 

ine 2 his dayes ; the following, being but few of ma- 

f ai ny worthy occaſional ſayings of his, were by 

os the ſame Friend carefully treaſured up. 

ſer. b) Being asked by a Friend, [s all well within ? He 

If hf anfwered, All's well there, bleſſed be God my God, the 

ſleep; ihigh rock of my ſaluation;zmy ſoul hath truſted in him, 

again P ſhall not be aſhamed. | | | 

ſweet { His Sifter diſcovering ſomething of impatience at 

a7 the ſtroak upon him, chreatning his diffolution 3 he 
earneſtly reproved her, ſaying, Ob! be more a Wo- 


Jan cr, 4 
Jen / man, be mare a Chriſtian ; 1s this what you told me 


imleldþ 9/[erday ? | 
ka RS Being 


bitterneſs of my foul, verſ. 5. Yet recolleftts bimſelf, 


VDd.. 


182) 
Being then asked ww Friend, Have you 6ught tg 
ſay to us, before you leave us? He replied, O lovgſft 
the Lord all ye his Saints! when and whereſoever ht þ 
calls to follow, go after him ; yea, _ be kill ws, 
yet love him ſtill, truſt him ſtill, One laying to him, 
Yea, worthy 15 the Lamb to reccive Glory, Honour, b 
Obedience, and Service from all his Saints : Here-M" 
plied, Hes worthy indeed, for he hath redeemed m: 
by his blood, bleſſed be God he ts my God, he ts my Gu, - 
And then faid, The Lord hath ſtrangely raiſed m, 


and called me to put on a very high Profeſſion, av, Fe 
carried me more ſtrangely through it to this hour, 
though it may ſeem to be but a poor thing in its ſelf conf , 


ſidered, yet the Lord hath had a care of ſuch a ju 
worm, and hath not left me ſhamefully to forſake hin , 
nor hath hitherto forſakey me ; and bleſſed be my Go 
that bath brought me into bonds for his Names (ak j, 
2 this day; this honour have not all his Saints,though 
they be a People near unto him ;, but Oh ! the crown th 
Aﬀercy ts this that I can behold my Father's face will 'L 
Joy ; and can ſay in ſome meaſure, I have finiſhed thi 


1 th 
work thog gaveſt me to do, and now, boly Father, | 
come tothee. z tc 

- . % 
[ have heretofore given ſome account of my ſelf rj _ 


you, & as you may remcmber as to thoſe remarkadlY 
Paſlages of my Life, both as a ('hriſtian, a Miniſter 4 
a Sufferer 5 This laſt T am now come to put a Seal to 


as they have been Sufferings for (hrift's Cauſe av | 


Kingdom, as God hath given him to be Head over aff rs 
things tothe C hburch, which is hts Bod y, and indeed t 


he bath appointed me, ſufferings for his Names ſaktÞþ , 
ſo 1 muſt ſay, to his praiſe, be bath ſo far reſiramn' 4 
mens wrath, as be bath arads Enennes to le at peat p, 
wh mt ard friendly tome; this 1 world commer 
[18 


$303) 
WM ro jou my dear Friends, as an Argument for ever ts 
L truſs in God, 

There ts alſe, ſome thing I have been nnder from 
his ows hand, that hath been with great pain upon mey 
& you have been Witneſſes ; and my ſorrows here have 
been oft-times greater than my groamngs, and this laſt 
hath bren well nigh overſetting at ſome ſeaſons, inſe= 
| mach as I thought it was impoſſible to have born the 


* " torments laid oz my poor fleſh; but now I ſee nothing is 
- 8 100 hard for God, ſometimes to lay on bus own Children, 
7 = or for his Power to bear them up under. 


Fn His Siſter tells him, You ſpend your ſelf in ſpeak. 

»rÞ ing : He anſwers, Let we ſpeak, that I maybe refreſh- 
ed, Itts refreſhing to me to ſpeak, of what God hath 
1" made ſweet tome. Then he calls for a little Julip to 
09 drink ; a Friend ſayes to him, It will be hut a httle 


- 1 & while, and you will thirſt no more. He replyes, Ab 
, ſa j ; bleſſed are they that eat Bread in the Kingdoms of our 
OY { Lord, and drink Wines there, be will lead them by Ris 
] ry 


«wild 200* and Fountains of Living waters, where they ſhak 


2d th 


er, 


7 thirſt zo more, and he will wipe away all tears from 
1 therr eyes. 

| His Sifterdcfired to know how he was ſatisfied as 
lf | to his coming hither, ſhe having been the occaſion 
Loi 2 the judged of his coming from Exox to Plymouth, 
OF and conſequently of his coming hither z He an- 
mie ' ſwered, Yery well ſatufied, all have been ſteps of di 


-) | a 
ai 0 » . 
| vine ordering; 1 would not have come from Exon, 


h * ; might I bave had my own will ; I would not have ſtayed 
- * 3 Plymouth, a'ter I had Preached once, but God 


' would have me ſlay; 1 wonld not have come to this 
ſaks | place, after my time of ſuffering was out 11 the Towne 
#F Hall at Plymouth, if / might have had my own will ; 
P' BE but God would bring me hither, and bleſſed be the Lord 


1/1147, 
that 
to N + . 


184) 
that let me not have Ps will, bleſſed be God that 
brought me here, and bleſt me here, with deſirably 
Company and Mercies, concerning which we hay 
had occaſions and ſeaſons to ſprak,well of God together , 
yea, ſince I have been brought here, and ſick bere, yet 
the ſteps of God have been 1n great wiſdom with me,and 
the bottoms of them all paved with Love, in the maix 
of his goings in theſe dark and heavy ftroakes ; 1 fay, 
in+he main of them they have been attended with 
peace to my ſoul ; I have had Old Wine, or New, af- 
forded ſtill ; ſometimes he hath ſaid the Old is better, 
and hath made ancient experiences of his Love, ſmeet 
to mes yet not alwayes alike clear ; ſometimes he bath 
ſeen good to cut ſhort within and without, and this laſt 
tral, to deal plainly, came on 11 ſomewhat a cloud, at 
wes entrance I was ſomewhat ſtupid, thinking no more 
31 3t thas ordinary ; but I was at laſt awakened by the 
Lerd to think that this might be a long and cloſe tryal, 
and though he l:t me ſee the Anchor dropt within the 
Vail, yet had I nat that freſhneſs of Evidence, till 
within a few dayes laſt paſt, when he called up my Spi- 
rit to acloſe (earch, in a Night or two, though I ſaid 
bat little of it, but he graciouſly iſſued that matter in 
@ token forgood, that whether I live or die, I hope I ſhall 
wear to his praiſe, while I have my being ;, ſo that 
this 'tis with me now, (hriſt 1s lovely to me in all 
the affuftions I have met with, 1n all I bave ſeen and 
ſuffered : wherefore rejoyce with me, O my Friends, 
let ws rejoyce and bleſs the Name of the Lord together 
that hath dealt well with me , and do not I beſerch you 
diſgrace the throne of his Glory, becauſe of me or this 
fleſhly Fate that muſt be taken from you, Murmur not 
/ pray ye, that yet you ſee not Sa710urs come up upon 
Foun Zion, The reſerve of Spirit 35 mith him, and 


th; 


(x85) "HO 
the Lord bath many Children to bxing in, beſides thoſe 


at 
ble WY that are bronght, that ſhall be brought in by vertue of 


we i freſh Anointing, ſo as they ſhall be known to be Chil- 
dren of his that he hath bleſt: And as I deſire you 
yr Ml would not weep for me, ſo not inordinately- for your 
nd WM ſelves neither ; adbere to (briſt, and fear noxe of thoſe 
ain Wl things ye ſhall ſuffer. I bave no deep inſight to deep 
y,  Myteries ; but this I Believe God 15 a-rifing to 
1h i do ſome great thing in the World for. Sion's ſake, ayd 
af- i though it be hard for us to loſe our Chariots and Horſe- 
er, ſl men, ſome by eApoſtacy, ſome by Death, ſome by 
cet i Scattering, Jet when the Gathering time ſhall be, it 
th will be no grief, nor ſorrow of beart to behold the way 
aft i of Gods working in all theſe things, when we ſhall ſay 
at | he hath done all things well. 

or There are many ſigns upon us, that prognoſtick, 
he i great things near at the doors, though I dare not ſay 
al, 1 know much diſtinitly as to Times, Means, and Me- 
the thods, only be aſſured not one jot or title of all God hath 
il ſpoke ſhall fail, though our interpretations of them may 
ple l. 

Fra j If any ask how it ſtood with me, as to theſe things 
-in | at this ſeaſon, tell them, If 7 die, I die in as ful 
all | Aſſurance that God will give reviving to his poor de- 
at | ſpiſed Canſe and Intereſt, as I do believe the Reſwy- 
all | rettion of this Body, and that I know both the one and 
1d the other are founded on ſuch a Word as ſhall ſtand as 
ds, | Idountains of Braſs, And adviſe them alſo, totake 
ber | heed bow they wait on mens Indulgence, ſo much talked 
wn | of, but let their Faith ſtand in the Wiſdom, Power, 
his | and Fauthſulneſs of God, and their Prayers be di- 
ot | retted more that way, endeavouring to make Religion 
pou their buſineſs; yet if any ſhall lean to ſuch a decent ful 
nd | Bow, b; not you dilmayed or diſcouraged at ity but bold 
07 0y 


© We 
0 your way, that ſhall be ſlreugth to 'youe 
Aud now, Oh now, could I ſend Epiſtles to all the 
Churches ; in theſe things I would, bat that work 1 
think ts over ; be ye therefore as the Epiſtle of that, to 
them. And now my dear Brother and Sifters, I de 
frre to bleſs God for you, and for your great tenderneſi 
fo me ; but here, as to particalars, my month u 
fropt, I hope you will continue love to my poor Siſter, 
you ſee what a poor Creature ſhe is, yet I bope one that 
will nd Mercy in the day of ('hriſt. And dear Siſter 
A. L. remember me to all Saints in Plymouth, ard 
tell them, I have no greater joy than to hear that they 
are of thoſe Children that are walking 1n the Truth, 
as to bear of any of them walking looſe to Chriſt, and 
looſe to the Profeſſion of him, us my Souls grief. Oh! 
tell them, that as ever they hope to ſee mwy face with 
joy at the great Day, that what they have ſeen and 
heard from me & poor worm that hath bees according 
to the mind of the Lord, they wonld do, and the 
God of Peace ſhall be with them. e And 
*S;r H.V. now Friends, as a * good man once ſaid, 
fo I ſay (as to what you may have fur- 
ther to ſay to me or a%k of me) While the Oy! runs 
brizg your Veſſels, His Sifter asked what he had to 
fay to her Family > He anſwers, They had been a 
kind poor Family, the Lord make them his Famuly ; 
and, dear Siſter, look over a weak Husband and Fa- 
aily, ard difficulties that may occur as to them and 


70%, Youand I have been Witneſſes to the Faithful- 


neſs of (*hriſt, how he hath provided for us 1s former 
dayes; and 1 challenge you, if you can, to ſay ro 9% 
contrary, he hath not failed us thus far, Then he 
ſaid, IT amweak and faint. A Friend by, faid to him, 
Tax Lord the Crcator to the ends of the.Earth faint- 
etl 
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(18>) 
eth not, but gives power to the faint, and to thoſe that 
have no might, renews ftrength. He anſwers, Yes, 
he doth ſo, and will alſo reul away the reproach of his 
People in due time, for the mouth of the Lord hath 


ſpokgn it 5; Oh this part, this part of the reproaches of 


C briſt, this now almoſt eight years reproach, What 
Glory #s there in it, to thoſe that are helpt to bear up 
under it, 

Then ſpeaking to his Siſter A. ſaid, Dear Siſter, 
Bear up, bear up, bleſſed be God for ſlrength to you thus 
far, bear up ſtill I beſeech you, accept all 1n good part, 
ard paſs by all weakneſſes; you and your Huthand had 
Relations each of you,dear to you both , and alſo I _ 
to (briſt, I deſire not complementally, but really to be 
remembred to them all, and deſire they may be all ga- 
thered up to Chriſt ts meet him at his appearing. 

And I deſire for you all that you may be ſtrengthued 
to all the pleaſure of God, that 15 yet to come to paſs 
concerning you, and that you may come ont of theſe 


| prege Tribulations as Sheep from the waſhing 3 and 


though you may ſee me poſſibly go away from you, in 
the fiery tryal, yet it may be you may be admitted ta 
that Mercy of being bid come out and ſhew your ſelves ; 
yet that ts but little, conſidering the ſnares that may yet 
attend ſuch a ſlate: But Oh ! how much clearer is 
my way to come out thus, than by men, 

Then ſpeaking to the £ Maid, he faid, I deſire 
God may have the praiſe of what he bath wrought in, 
and for you, and wherever you are caſt, I deſire you may 
walk 45 A chaſte Virgin. 

And to the Nzrſe he ſaid, I kyow not how you may 
think yoar ſelf concerned in ſuch diſcourſe as thes, ſince 
theſe may ſeem ſtrange things to yon, yet give me leave 
30 ſay, they are (ome af th: true ſayings of God, how 

ſtrange 


By 


(188) 
ſtrange ſorver they may ſeem ; yea, they are alſo need. 
ful things for you to be acquainted with ; Oh preſs af- 
ter them with all earneſtueſs.. 

Then a Friend preſent, ſpeaking after this manner, 
Ah! Brother, What is the meaning of theſe Diſpen- 
fations of the Lord, in ſnatching away his choiceſt 
Saints from amongſt us, and leaving the pooreſt and 
weakeſt to be Concerned for him in ſuch a day, ma- 
king them ready in ſorrow and ſadneſs of heart to 
ſay, By whom ſhall Facob ariſe, fince he 1s fo ſmall ? 
To which he replied, How ſmall ſoever Jacob was, yet 

acob's God wes not ſmall; He ts a great King, and a 

God above all Godds ; and as was minded but now, be 
gives Power to the faint, and our ſirength is inthe 
Name of the Lord that made Heaven and Earth, who 
doth and will do much by Babes ; wherefore ſay not, 1 
am a Babe, a Child, fc, but rather ſay, Here am [, 
ſend me, that God who was Jacob's God, who fed and 
led him all bus life long, he hath been and us the God 
of the Seed of Jacob to this day, that bath led us thru 

far alſo, through a vaſt howling Wilderneſs, and ſu- 

ſtained us, and not ſuffered us to deny his Name : Oh 
this God 15 our God, let him be our guide even unto 
death. The Fathers that were before us, alas, what 
were they, and the Prophets, do they live for eter ? no 
they were weak as we, aud died asmuſt we; but when 
the Lord had work, for them to do, he gave Anonting 
for ut, and then they could ſay they were full of Might 
and Power by the Spirit of the Lord to ſhew Iſrael their 
traaſgreſſion, and the Houſe of Jacob their ſin. S0 
we, through Chriſt, can do all things, he ſtrengthmng 

#. Loh thea to the Lord that gave the former rain, 
and will gre the latter alſo in us ſeaſon, according to 
his Paper, And my dcar Brother, Bg not diſcouraged, 

jour 


| (209) _ .- 
your work ſeems cutting ſhort alſo day by day by many 
things,though what you may live to ſee or ſuffer;] know 
not,  nether do I know how meet it may be to mind you 
of 4 motion 1 made to you about two years ſince on the 
like occaſion about remembring the poor Flock 1 have 
travelled and labonred among#t, if God caſt your lot in 
theſe parts ; but hoping you will mind what may be 
your Duty in this matter, I ſhall ſay no more, but the 
Will of the Lord be done ; be of good courage,and God 


ſhall ſirengthen your hearts, 


His Siſter was troubled ſeeing him ſo weak, which 
occaſioned him to ſay, Oh ! be aſhamed, Siſter, of 
ſuch a demeanor, cannot you let a poor Believer goto 
Heaven ? Oh ! did you but ſtand on the threſhold and 
ſee what preparations God hath made for ſuch a poor 
worm as I am, you would never be afraid of Death 
more, Oh! honour (hriſt much, I think he # co= 
ming near to honour me, though I kyow not yet that my 
Semence is come out from him ; yet I ſpeak, not as if 1 
had bankering thoaghts to ſlay. Oh! when ſhall 1 


ſee the day ? We ſhall ſing at parting, and not mourn as 


now ; bleſſed be God for ever, that he hath not let the 
Righteow to be aſhamed, nor Wicked men to triumph 
over them for my ſake. eAhb ! did they know what 
God hath pardoned in me, they might be apt to triumph 
more than now they can, | 

If there ſeems any importurity from any Friends for 
any thing to be mentioned of me, when 1 am gone, 
[peak moderately of me I beſeech zou ; but if any thing 
bath been ſeen in me worth learning, let it be offered 
with much humnlity ; or rather 1 think, let my Works 
praiſe me in the Gate, but I (1mit wat, 


His 


. (190) 

His Siſter asked,Wll you drink ? Yea Siſter (faithif Þ 
he) Have you any of the beſt ſpiced Wine ? He thenffl r1 
grew faint, and could ſpeak no more at that time. F 

Afterwards, being asked how he did ? He ſaid, zo 
eAll his bones were as it were out of joyat. Andfl yo 
added, God hath reſerved this Proof of my Minifiry G 
(viz,) #» much paintulneſs wnti{ theſe few years laſth. 
paſt, having been little acquainted with Sickneſs be to 
fore, Hethen asked If it were day ? A Friend an} fe: 
ſwered, The night was far ſpent,the day was at hand,ſ} no 
even a morning without clouds, to which you ſeemſcet 
haſtening. To which he replied, Yes, as a very clea 

ining after rain, Being asked a while after, Howffw 

' hedid ?. He (with his eyes lifted up) anſwered, NeJst 
wvertheleſs I am (till with hins, be holds my ſoul 1» life 
will guide me by bis Connſcl, and afterward receive mew 
up ts Glory, 

A Friend that dwelt upon the place, coming toþcal 
him, and ſpeaking Religioully, He replied, TherthA/ 
was much talk of Religion in the World, but few halma 
attained to acquaintance with the powerful inwardſþe i 
part of it ; and then minded that much of the power ifÞ - 
Religion indeed was comprehended in that word, Philſbe 
1. 21. For me to live is Chriſt ; ot only to live on wa 
or to Chriſt, but to live Chriſt, tn all we fprak, or allpur 
%s a high work : Lord, let my ſoul (faith he) into thefthe 
fight and joy of it, yet more aud more, The fame 1] 
perſon enquiring of hin, How it was with him infhe « 
this hour? He ſaid, Bleſſed be God, he hath waſhedſpo h 
away my ſins, aud ſpoke peace to my ſoul, and therebyſfwe 
obliged me to follow him while 1 live, and much moreſbot 
ro goto him when 1 die. Then ſaid, O Father, ſhalld 1 
I not now go hence, but return into a world of ſo 144) cion 
ſuares and dangers again, And further rells the 
Perſon 
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(aithſſ Perſon aforeſaid, That be was very ſenſible of preat 
: thenſf| reſpe&Zs recerved from ber and her Relation ; Ar dfaid 
| For a full recompence to you all, I deſire when ever 
ſaid, you come to ſuch an hour as I am now approaching to, 
'Andſ| you way meet with the ſame Comforts that through 
niſiryſ Grace 1 now ſind. 
rs Laſiſh- A Brother coming from far, a day or two after, 
-ſs bel to vific him; being brought in ſuddenly upon him, 
d an. cemed alittle difpleaſed, ſaying, Hs Spirit was not 
nand,ſ| now able to bear any ſudden thing without over- 
1 ſeemPſetting. 
clears | That Brother asking him how he did? He an- 
Howpfwered, Never better in my life, But adds, Think 
» Net not tobe paſſion or words of diſtrattion, for though 
» life jd am wery weak, in body, yet God us wery near to 
ve meſes 

He alſo then ſaid to a Friend fitting by, on the oc. 
ing toþcaſion of turning in his bed by reaſon of wearineſs, 
Ther Ah! this is not our reſt, at ts polluted ; but there re 
p hallmains a reft to the People of the Lord, and hs reſt ſhall 
uwardibe plorions. 
wer off After this he had a day or two that ſeemed to 
- Philſbe hopeful to his Recovery, in which ſeaſon little 
ve 0n,4was ſaid to him, or by him; being defirous to let his 
or allÞpirits reſt from exerciſe in order thercunto, if fo were 
to thehthe Will of the Lord. | 
e ſame} Bur his Pains returning, and a Friend asking how 
jim infhe did ? He anſwered, [t had been a mght of exerciſe 
waſhelfto hins, inward and outward, To which it wasan- 
berebjſfwered, That exerciſes were apporntcd by the Lord 
þ moreboth for body and ſpirit 3 but how are you ſuſtain- 
» ſhalled under them : To which he anſwered, 1 am gra-= 
2 manj(crouſly born up ſtill, and kept 31 peace under all, 
[ls the Being 
Perſon 


(192) 

Being asked if he had yet any hint how the Lord le 
might do with him, as to this diſpenſation he was =; 
now under, as to life or death ? He replied, He had 
»othing in that matter be could call divine teaching, ll ;, 
but by laying all circumſtances within his view, inthe 
preſent caſe rogether, he thought he muſt go hence, at} 1, 
which poor fleſh was ready to ſhrink and murmur. ItNj;, 
was anſwered, That muſt and would do ſo, while in T; 
Its preſent being, it naturally ſeeking ſelf-preſerva-Bare 
tion, and ayoyding aid ſhrinking at that which; þ, 
threatens its deſtruction, and it muſt needs be rk (,, 
ſom to it, to be following God in waycs it know, 
not, whence they come, or whither they lead, bu * 
yet notwithſtanding it muſt be brought down; for af; 
corn of Wheat caſt into the ground, 15 not quicknedſſ 1 
Except it die ; and fo in this caſe precedent to theÞneſs 
quickning that 1s to be brought out, on the propetſþur 
ſubjects of it : Death 1n one reſpect or other, muſſfich 
be brought on upon all fleſhly glory and excellencys j 
even 1n its perfection. Whereunto he replied, Te: tor « 
it muſt ſo, for unleſs it die, it remains alone, aud can 
not be brought out 11 uts glorious ſtate, of the manife 
ſtation of the ſons of Jod, but by cracking the ſhell of 
this earthly tabernacle, and ſo coming out tot, | 

A Friend coming to have felt his Pulſe ; He faic 
I have not askt your obſervations 1n my caſe, it mayb 
thought poſſibly ut might adde ſome impreſſions of hopeſhiry, ; 
or fears, if I (hould know what it is, The Friend re 
plied, His Obſervations in ſuch cafes vere not ver 
material to acquaint him with 3 bur faith the Friend, ,,, 
What are your own Obſervations in the caſe ? Hg A, 
anſwered, His Hope was on high, yet Fleſh-he founth, ,þ, 
hankering in his Muſings at ſome ſeaſons, ſuggeſting ſer 
there was much deſirable work,to av, ſome of one ſorthy cv, 

22 ts 


( n93) | 
rd {atv of another ; at this and the ther place makin 
VaSEl bimready to deſire to ſtay,and loth to be gone © but when 
ad looking up and conſidering the ſtate of things, thin he 
"9, # made to ſay to his ſoul, Oh! haſte away to thy 
the Mountain. And, Oh ! thatT had wings as a Dove; 
, at then would I flee away and be at reſt ; 7 wogld »ot 
It live alwajes, and am ready to ſay ſometimes as he, 
e nf Take me away, for thou knowelt my dayes that they 
rVa-Ware vanity. But Oh ! I am much more cumbred on 
hichlrbe other band with crying, How long, Lord! And 
KY (ometimes a ready to wiſh an end, which way ever it 
10WBbe, by recovery or death, 

bu To which it was told him; That atgued him a man 
for 7s, (ſaid he) a poor man. | 
kned® It was told him again, All our Poverty; Weak- 
> theIneſs, and Unworthineſs,in the day approaching, ſhall 
roperfbut make matter for a ſong the more, to the praiſe of 
mulfrich Grace, and Mercy, in the Lord's remembring 
encygus in our low eſtate, becauſe his Mercy endureth 

TYerStor ever. pu 
| can On the fame day, in the afternoon, a Friend ask< 
enifeapng him how he did ? He anſwered, Coveting to over= 
hell fore + referring to a wordghad been ſpoken that day 
kn the Family, from Rev,2.26, of which one had g1- 
en him ſome account. It was replied co him, 
hat was a good work, and good in tt, to be eying 
im that had overconte, by whom only we can be 
elpt to overcome. He replied, Yes, to be able to ſay, 
t vr have fought a good fight, I have kept the Faith, 4 
riend Ireat word and work, / 
? Hi And further faid, He had had his refletions, (and 
5 founk be thought ſome 1njetions alſs, that day of hrs negltits 
peſt ing f ſervice for the Lord, that he might better have ins 
1 ſoriyroved in times paſt, though in the main, the Teſtimoz 
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# I have born to Chriſt, 1n my day, ts a quieting,come 
forting Conſideration, through the blood of © brift, 
though not the bottoming Conſideration, on which my 
peace 25 built, yet "115 of great uſe, ina ſecondary ſort, 
at ſuch a ſeaſon, and 1 mention it to you, tha: you 
may do much, ſuffer much, ſhrink not, nor negletl no 
work for God; ut will be no grief of heart to any that 
have ſpent, and been ſpent, for God, his Nam: and In 
tereſt for d.ayes to come. ti 

Being ver / ill, and, in the apprehenſions of thoſe} ;v} 
about lum, like to leave them, he was asked, Hadff as, 


he an 7 fur.her word to them, or any of the Lord'sYf x, 
People, betore he left them. To which he anſwered, ſf ſb; 
I have ſpoken to you and them already the whole Coun-l 414 


ſel of God,according to what I have received, and wal wer 
under no temptation, to keep back. any thing through|by i, 
fraud ; I cannot now ſpeak much, andif 1 could, un-]God 
leſs the great Remembrancer ſet home with Power and) ſuch 
Efficacy, what is ſpoken upon our minds and ſpirits, )looke 
will ſignifie but little ; ard to add many words, would ang 
be but a vanity : but for you, and them,and all Saints]vey þ 
I pray that you may abide with God, and never be a+ ytrr 
ſnained or tempted with fear or cowardize, or unbe\ſuch | 
com:ng complyances with baſe Earthly Worldly Inte hing. 
reſts to let go your holdfalt on any Truth you have prifbey a 
tcſſed, as Tratn is in 7 eſws, hrs þ, 
1 have delivered to that poor (hurch I appertai hem, 
zo, the Dottrive of a Free Goſpel of Grace, wherenpwake, 
@ foundution 15 laid 1n the blood of Jeſus, of Peacff bac 
wi:h God throngh him, ard they alſo, have wi Name, 
hz:ds lit up to the moſt High, profeſſedly accepted orour, 
that Grace tenared tochem ; aud I being, Ithink, fly n 
bout to leave Earth,and to go to wy Father,aud give dud 11 

fecomnt of my Stewardſhip therein; 1 do go m fiſte. 
aſſuran 


: . -;, - FROM | ET ae 
= afſnrarce that it ts the true Grace of God wherein theh 
Fl ftard; and 1dolay it before them, with the utmoſt abi. 
8 lit ſuch a poor worms as I can do, that they be nat by 
i» Dottrine, Word,nor Spirit, ſoon ſhaken from their feds; 
ou faſtnefs, hither or thither, for life or ſalvation, but as 
nol they have been taught, 4 
pat He farther ſaid, I alſo have been ey aged in a wits 
Ins neſs to the Royal Sovcratgnty of Chritt 1» his Inſtita. 

tions, againſt the Inventions of men oppoſed thereunto « 
le which Teſtimony hath been born up againſt blindne 
lad ard ignorance, un a poor dark, world tht lies in rgno= 
rd'ff rance and wickedneſs ; and their Teſtimony in fetlow= 
red ſhip with this of mine, hath flouriſht in former dayes, 
oun-l ander thoſe more promiſing propituons Proſpeits we 
| wal were then encompeſt and enconraged with, it had then 
ough] by them and others, Hoſanna's aſcribed toit ; bur ſince 
, #n4|God hath ſeen, good to try this Teſtimony, and Spirits of 
r and) ſuch as profeſt it with a day of adverſity, that many 
5, looked not for.and they have hereby been tempted baſely 
woulfand nyworthily to throw away the Shield, as if 11 ne= 
aints1ver had been anointed ; the thoughts whereof hath mas 
be aqny times almoſt broken my heart in pieces : But let all 
unbdſuch know, I go away un thu firm perſwaſion, as tothe 
Intchhings we have together profeſſed as aforeſaid, that 
ye profbey are the true ſayings of God, ard that ſuch as in 
hrs hony of temptation have deſerted their Profeſſion of 
vertanthers, God will mect with all ſuch if he love them, to 
herenpraken and recover them from ſuch paths and poſtares 
Peactff back-ſliding, or elſe to make them kyow, to their 
e wilfhame, and confuſion of face, that they have dealt dif- 
pt edgporourably with (, briſt 4nd his Concerns, ani danger= 
1k, ſly with their own fouls; which I deſire they may 
give nd Mercy to repent unfeignedly oj, before it be too 
14 f {l 8: 
[UT AD 
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I have been alſo concerned in a Teſtimony with di. 
wers ( hurches, asto a work Ged hath had on the 
"wheel among us 1n our dayes, very m:ſlerious in many 
parts of 1: ; there have alſo many tryals been upon it, 
and to try it, andto make up ſuch a tral, as all things 
conſidered, hath not been known in many generations, 
It hath alſo a Dark-fide and a Vail that God keeps up- 
0n it, by reaſon of which many are offended at it ; but 
if I have not been left to miſtake God and Goſpel, it 
ath alſo a Beautiful-fide that this world i not worthy 


alſo; but this remains ſure upon the whole, that 
though it be the day of Jacob's tronble, axd it's very 
great, ſothat none #5 like it, yet he ſhall be delivered 
eut of it : wherefore let not your hearts, nor any other 
apright ones, be diſmayed at what remains, for thoughl 
I cannot tell what comes next ,nor have attained to that 
4 diſtinftneſs of knowledge (as were to be wiſht and waited 
j for ) as to times and ſeaſons, which God the Father 
NF hath wery ſignally yet hid in his own hand ; Yet I an 
i} very much perſwaded, this Generation ſhall not paſs a- 
way till the Lord appear to give ſignal Evidence of the 
Great Work he hath had, and yet hath upon the whee|, 
811.1 Rk ard alſo of hs care of all that are concerued init, Oh! 
4-7 | , 20G Love the Lord all ye his Saints, the Lord preſerveth 
{| 98 the Faithful, and plentifully rewards the proud deers, 
At another tine, being asked, Would he have any 
thing to P/ymouth ? Heſaid, No: fr fſavins the 
Intereſt oi the Lord in Plymouth, the Town was now 
as little co himgas thus lictle Ifland whicre lie was. 


Bang. 


9, and a time alſo appointed when its beauty ſhall be 
rowght forth as the Light, and ſhine as the Sunatp 
00n-day ; thongh it ſeems yet to me, that times may 
paſs over it, that may make ſome of thoſe few ſtagger 


(297) - 
Being asked how he did ? He ſaid, 7 am a poor 
fick weak creature ſtill; Adding,That the Tempter had 


| been very buſie this Night with him, ſuggeliing that 


it's much to him that be ſhould be a Creeple ; but the 

Lord (heſaid) had pat the Tempter to hame, and. 

given him to know, that thongh he was at preſent 

weak,, yet in the Lord Jehovah be bad ſtill everlaſting 
exoth, 

oy" another ſeaſon, a Friend asking, What, doth 

your hard work continue ſtill? He ſaid, Yes, / am 


| labouring 4s it were 1n the fire, which were not to be 
| endured, but in hopes of the Crown, 


At another time,being asked how he did ? He ſaid, 


Still in the Warfare, but on the Conquerors ſide, To 
| which his Friend replied, Bleſſed be the Lord, that 


hath choſen you to be a Souldier, and helpt you thus 
far as a good Souldier of his, to endure hardſhips, 
He replied, Tea, we account them happy which en- 
dare 

One comes to him, and faith, Poor Neighbour ! 
What of the Night 2 Heſaid,: The Loxd had made 
it a Night of fore affliction to him; And ſaid, He 
w4s now poor and needy indeed ; yet (laith he) my God 
thinks on me. 

To which his Friend replied, Yea, he-hath alſo 
ercatly magnified Mercy to you 1n this your ſickneſs, 
by ftreng:hning your Faith, and lengthning our your 
Patience, under ſuch long ſore viſitations as theſe 
have been 3 and I truſt 1s fignally teaching you Obe- 
dience by the things you ſuffer. Art which be ſighed, 
And ſaid, eAh! that word, learning Obedience by 
the things we ſuffer, 15 4 great word, and bath much 
init, when God rightly opens it, and he doth teach 
Obedience, much —— ſuch things beyond what 
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ve think of, our though s and wayes bling far ſhort of 


bts in ſuch things. 
Another Friend that had been with him about the 


beginning of his Sickneſs, coming now to fee him 


again ; He ſaid to him, I remember I told you for 
merly, I had no cloud on my peace, and joy in the Lord, 
ſince this Sickneſs ; but have ſeen cauſe ſince to change 
my voice 8 that matter, the Lord having, ſince that, 
brought me wnder tryals and cloudings ſometimes, 
though bleſſed be God, they have been day, not night- 
clouds, through which God hath ſhined ; and I can- 
»ot ſo much deſire for my ſelf or others, that we might 
alwayes be withont clonds, as that our Holineſs might 


might le promoted, and carried on by them, then all wil 


be well. 

A Fricnd asking how he did ? He ſaid, I have 
been this N:gpht full of diſorders, It was anſwered, 
'The whole Earth was fo, and we, while dwelling on 
It, are like to participate in ſomewhat of the ſame 
kind, in one ſenſe or o:her ; all theſe diforders are 
bur making way for that blcfled orderly ſtate of 
things, by which he will manitett himſelf indeed, to 
be the Good of Order, and not of Contuſion, net 
only 1n the Aﬀſemblies of the Saints, but through- 
out the whole Earth. 

The fame day, being asked by one, How doth 
this valiant Souldicr of Chriſt 2 He ſhook his head 
at it, and ſaid, A pitiful Souldier, It was replied, 
One gear part of a Souldicr was to endurc hard- 
ihips, and tjiis part Crod had helpt him to do, at a 
blcfled becoming rate, thus far z which was matter 
of thankſgivins to the Lord on his bchalf, and gave 
ground alſo to hope he would jn bKke manner be help: 
jothc end, * NE 
avpt x27 Ther 
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Then thoſe about him,looking at one of his hinds/ 
(now bercaved of ſtrength) He ſaid, Come, whar 
ſee you? What rydings? Dothit rot * Let 5t do ſo, 


| zt muſt do ſo, jet (hall mortallity he ſwallowed up of life, 


and this now poor periſhing Carkaſs ſhall be bronght up 


again, into a more glorious ſtate, bythe mighty power of 


| Gad, by which be ts able to ſubdue all things to hink= 


ſelf. Tt was then told him, We have no tydinges 
more than ordinary, only had little hopes as to men, 
and means, as concerning his caſe, whatever the Lord 
might pleaſe to do. 

It was then asked him, What tydings he had in 


| himſelf, as to his caſe? He faid, Nothing at any cer- 
| ratnty; But ſaid, He heard Friends in the Rooms 


whiſpering oft, as if they ſaw or diſcerned ſome great 
change that were not fit for him to know, But 1 bleſs 
the Lord (ſaid he) I begis to be more mortified to all 
thu ſlate of things here below, though Fleſh and Blood 
hath ſumetimes its hopes and fears in exerciſe about 
them, but when God knocks off their Wheels, I ſee and 
then can ſay, by theſe things mes: live. Yea, ſaid a 
Friend,they live indeed ac a ratc they could not live, 
were it not for ſuch dyings daily to all other kinds 
of living, and thercby bringing out to that way of 
Life, as to which way of Lite, it's ſaid, it cannot be 

brought out but by dyinz, 1t elle remains alone. 

To which he ſa1d, Fleſh and Bload canzot imherit the 

Kingdom of God, nor Corruption Incorruption ; yet 

Fleſh 15 unwilling to hear of this, 

To which it was told bin, No marvel that Fleſh 
and Blood did bogele in ſuch caſes, when 'ris called 
to g0 ina way it knows not, and a knife at the 
throat, ready to kill all the way z 'tis therefore 
reckoned a great leflon to be learnt by all Chriſtians, 

O 4 nor 


arcapt to truſt in, of afleſhly carnal kind, 2 Coy, 
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not to truſt in themſelves, but the Living God 3 and 
1s taught beſt by ſentences of death paſt upon all they 


I, 9. h 
Again, that day, a Friend asking how he did? 


He replyed, Heavy, heavy. It was told him, Earth 
would be ſo, Yea, ſaith he, and the Sand weaghty, 
but the New Heavens, and New Earth will not be ſo, 
their make will be of a more tranſcendent nature, by 
reaſon of the Spirit of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs that 
ſhall dwell in them. 


Tt was anſwered, Yes, In thoſe dayes the Righte. 
Qus ſhall flouriſh, Whereunto he quickly replied, 


That the Righteous had their day, a day that might bt 
properly called theirs, tn which they ſhould in ſome ſort 
flouriſh ; Bnt (ſaid he) zt's ſaid, in his day, entitling 
it to Chriſt principally, the Ri ghteous ſhall flouriſh, 
Chriſt ſhall have a day for it in the world. 

Being asked, What think you, ſhall you be 
yeturned to us again, or not? He ſaid, Trwly he 
knew uot what to think in that matter , and when all 
thoughts about it were made, it was hardly worth a 
ſerious conſideration, 1 regard of their uncertainty, 
&nd the little of Chriſtian concernment in ſuch kind of 
knowledge ; for though ſometimes it were very prate- 
fel to Fleſh and Blood, to be able to ſay, hereby ſhall 
be known 1 am a man of God, by my coming to ſuch 
a place, or doing ſuch a thing, at ſuch a ſeaſon; ye. 
when Paul went bound in Spirit to Jeruſalem, wnder 
fulleſt gales that ever he went, he wuſt nat know what 
muſt betide him there, As 20. 22, nor whether Gol 
would be glorified ts hins by lifg or death, 


& Clytter|i 


201) he 

A Clyſter being miniſtred that day; whichi 
wrought not; it was asked, How he did ? He ſaid, 
Haſtening home now apace, What makes you think 
ſo, ſayes the Friend ? hy (faies he) the Lord bath 
uſually made it bis way with me, when he works me up 
go ſettled perſwaſions of things, they have uſually 
come to paſs accordingly ; now having had (lyſters, 
and ſuch means adminiſtred, that have wrought with 
my poor body, long, even to admiration ; but now it 
ceaſes to doſo, and all paſſages ſeem ſtopt for evacua- 
tion of the humors lodged ws my body ; I conclude, be 


| zxtends to take me away. was told him, It was 
| but one Clyſter had ſo miſcargied with him, another 


might operate; and that ſuch a concluſion could not 
well be drawn from no befter premiſes than that, 
Then he added, God hath baen many wayes bringing 
me to an acquieſcence in his Will as to ſuch an iſſue; be 
ſeems to be putting, and hath likewiſe been for this 
week or more, taking you off from glorying in the 
fleſh, of ſwch a poor creature any longer, by bringing 
this poor body under ſuch ſiraightning circumſtances. as 
may make you all willing to part with me, rather than 
to be continued under ſuch ſore pains to me, as well 


fi} 4s trouble to you, that ſo you might let me go, and 
-þ he having dealt thus with me, and alſo ſpoke, and con- 
th 111ueth to ſpeak, peace to my ſoul, 1 am upon the whole 


perſwaded, I ſhall leave you ; and am helped to ſayin 


i ihat matter, The Will of the Lord be done. 


The fame day, a Friend asking him, How he did ? 
He ſaid, 1 am labouring, that whether preſent or ab- 


#4 ſent, I may be accepted of the Lord, His Friend an« 


twered, It became him to be ſo, labouring, eying 
tim, whoſe Soul hath travellcd and Iaboured, thar 
luch poox. anes as we, might be accepted , and 


through 
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through whom God hath graciouſly warneſſed high, 
acceptance of you, and alſo of your witneſs-bearing, 
unto him, in this your preſent ſuftering ſtare. (noh, 
nly from men, bur his own hand bkewiſe) as I an, 2 
fully perſwaded. Then he groancd, and ſaid, Ala 
thes poor, weak, weary body. 

To which his Fricnd replied, It was made poor 
in order to enriching ; and ſeemed to be uncloathed 
In order to be cloathed upon with his houſe fro 
Heaven. There he tetch'd a deep figh, -and ſaid 
eAh ! if inthis life only Thad hope in Chriſt, I werlf 
of all men moſt miſerable. To which. it was anſwer{ 
ed, Bldfled be God, for that well-grounded hope 
Chriſt for a better life, even that hope that is as an 
Anchor, ſure and ſtedfaft,caft within the Vail,wher 
our Fore-runner 1s for us entred. Yea, ({aid he) that 
better hope, by which we draw nigh unto God. Andtþe 
bid him be of g90d chear z Reſt would be more ſweetlf cqr 
to him, when he entered into it, by allt he toyle he metÞu; | 
with in the way. —_m_ 

Then he groancd, and faid, He was groaning afterſþ jj 
Liberty, Yea, faith his Friend, a Liberty that rar4f 4 
ricth not for mangnor waits for the ſons of men. Nof.o-; 
(fayes he) it 25 as a dew from the Lord, 't1s a plorioulfpred 
liberty. ky / 

On the ſame day, attempting to repoſe, A FrienÞ T\ 
ſeeing him very ll, faid, Ch! my dear BrotherSphar 
Muſt we part? Heſaid, Yes, he thought {o, though 1thevſo 
may be but for alittle tre, to meer ana with marePh ! 
advantage. od i; 

But ſaid the Friend, Alas, how dark are the Pro-Peac; 
vidences ſtill, taking away the bt, and leavins theMdm 

oy pf x . 7 
oorelt and needicſt, for the day and duties of its ſs n 
To whom he anſwered, Ly ner much ſtreſs uponſered 
that,l 


| (203) 

1 hishþat, the work, ts ot yours but Gods, be will provide; 
arinþyly will vary his methods as pleaſes him ; look there. 
(noWore ro bim, and thoſe that are with you, Heb. 12, 
Ia 


2. . : 
He then asked a Friends advice, about ſome Phy. 
cal adminiftrations, whereto was replied, Oh! m 


pOrſcar Brother, you know my weaknels to adviſe in 
thed any Caſc, and much more in theſe I fo little under. 
fronMand ; that ſhould you practiſe any thing as my 
laid {dyicez in competition with others, and miſcarry in 


r, T ſhould not be able to ſtand under it, thoughT 
-erÞhave this witneſs with 'me, that the beft advice I 
re ifPhave, T would gladly give 5 and were it better, T 
as vould more readily 'give it in any caſe 5 but my 
vherBveakneſs cvery way 1s not unknown to you. He 
) thaſeplicd, It. might not be meet for 24 to ſpeak, of each 
Andther, what\might otherwiſe be ſaid, having both our 
ſwee Fears each way, leſt we ſhould ſpeak more than ts meet b 
e metÞut he boped we bad both our witneſs in that matter, 
E1ce our coming together, and that we have carri- 
afrerþd it to each other 11 uprightneſs of Spirit and truth 
t rar}f Aﬀettion, for which we had beth occaſion to bleſs the 
NoJfLord for favour therein afforded ; and for advice de- 
57 10Wfred in the caſe propounded, he ſhould not further put 
br ſuch burden upon him. ; ; 
rienÞ} To another Friend about him, He ſaid, eAlm, 
YrtherSphat care is there generally axd particularly among 
1gh 1þe+ſous to conform ts the faſhions of the world, But, 
\ moreDh ! let our eyes be upon Jeſ#ts 1n oppoſition thereunto, 
td in that path of the Lord, the God of Love and 
Pro-Peace ſhall be with ww. Then breaking ot into holy 
1s thefddmonitions on that word, 1 Cor. 2.9. of the great= 
of iteheſs which Eye had not ſeev, Ear heard, nor had en- 
upnter:d into the Heart of man to concervg, And faid, 
thatj Oh ! 


(204) | 
Oh ! 4 you love your ſouls, preſs, preſs on, aud after 
with all your might, and keep cloſe to the Lord a 
his paths in purſuit of it, though theſe wayes be evgr) Ol 
where ſpoken againſt, : ry 

Upon a Fuirit-Day of the Week, 1n the morning, 

he began to ſpeak to all in the Family wit 
him, one after another, as follows, je] 

Ab! Siſter A. the Lord gave you a heart to own, Gf 
#:d profeſs him, his Name, and Wayes early ,when the 
were wayes every where ſpoken againſt, and ſince yu 
have held up and out the Profeſſion thereof, in a flax. Ls 
riſhing day, and now are-concerned, in, and with th 
ſame, in this hour of temptation, which 1 beſeech y1 
be not affrighted, nor offended at : You know how, 
fared with our Lord and HMaſeer, whom the Relig 
as well as the Prophane world perſecuted, and expelle 
their Coaſts h the Servant ts not above his Maſter 
It ts true, you bave had the Name of a Gentlewoman 
and of being deſcended of great Parantage, and raiſe f 
to great things 11 a worldly account ; but keep theſe al wa ; 
under-foot, as you ought, and let that be the ſong ſtil forel 
Worthy is the Lamb to receive Power and Riches 
Wiſdom and Strength, Honour and Glory, and 
Bicetinz. Oh! give up all to him, as Auranah of old Oh 
a a King toa King, ſo let the Offering be givenu,, | 
cheerfully, and reſignedly intirely to him, 

I bleſs God, I bave learned ſomething of ths in con 
wverſing with you, of your readineſs and freeneſs here 
fore, and now to lay out for the Lord; and though T 
now go the way of all fleſh, yet you know in all you Eno! 
bearts, and tn all your ſouls, that we have none of "s 
cauſe tobe ſorry, or repent for what we bave laid ou! 
for the Lord. And you for your part have beret 
fore entertained Saints, yeagit may be Angels unawars 

| th 
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the Lord reward you for it ; v2 the God, under whoſe 
wings you are come toiruſt, be your great reward ; but 
Oh! takg heed, your Good be not evil ſpoken of, and 
that your T able become not a-trap, nor what was pro= 
vided for good, twrn to your burt, I deſire the Lord 
Teſus may teach you to lock carefully about you, that 
jou loſe not the things you have wrought, but receive 
a full reward, I remember it's ſaid of Abel, who 
though dead, he yet ſpeaketh 5 and have thoaght that 
word in a bad ſenſe, locking at me, and many others, 
"Bwho,while living, have been but dead Speakers ; but 1 
am now haſining to another kind of death, where 
"after Worms have conſumed this fleſh and bones, yet 1 

. fray be brought forth as a living ſpeaking Witneſs in 

theſe words of mine, againit ſuch as ſlight the in- 
Wfrnftion of them, Then ſaid, I bleſs the Lord for 
ever, that he hath kept me from Hell & horror, to 
:- Y hope of Salvation, eternal Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 

Jard that 1 ſhall be helpt, 1x my poor meaſure, to ſhew 
eſe 4 forth hus praiſe 1n this Generation, as well as to every 
r foleve that #5 to come. 

Oh Friends ! you are like yet to have opportunties 
famongit living Saints that ſpeak livingly and audibly, 
f olifog : take heed, take heed thus preſent diſpenſation, 
that you yet are, and 1 have been truſted with , be not 
a the Lord's Trumpet, ſounding an Alarum again#t 
you, 0n the behalf of the Lord of Hoits, whoſe words 
have not been received by yon, 

Then ſpeaks of Exg/and, and ſayes, Oh ! poor 
England, /i»frul England, who ſtoneſt the Prophets, 
and choice men ta) are ſent unto thee, but wouldeſt 
I not hear in this thy day, the thirgs that appertain un- 
to thy peace ; but now they are hid from thine eyes, 

Thy# haſt had an Iron Sinew and brow of Braſs, and 
. £ | 4 wouldit 


(266) | 
wouldft not be gathered to the ped Shepherd and Bj 
ſhop of Souls, Ab England ! England ! what woulf 
many Kings, and Princes, and Righteous men hay 
given to have enjoyed, one of thoſe bleſſed dayes of the 
Son of God, which thou haſt ſinned away, and rendr. 
thy ſelf unworthy of ? Oh! how art thow become « 
place of Perſecution, treading and trampling down, 
God, his Name, and Concerns, as mach as inthe 
Lyes ! lems 

But, Oh! there u yet a Remmant according tothaifts: 
Elefiion of Grace, whom the Lord hath yet ſeen guodCha: 
to winuow till be hath driveneach grain of Corn from|puſi 
ether ; yet be of good chear, you that are wholly a right» th 
Seed, abide with God,and know aſſuredly you are morepath 
precious in his ſight than Gold of Ophir ; and lay thuf H 
Cordial by it, that the World us nat worthy of you, yetſſclt | 
judges you unworthy of it ; but there is a day coming ptco? 
even the day of Jeierel, the ſeed of God ſhall have ahnay 
day for it, in which the Righteous ſhall flouriſh, andjyet a 
abundance of Peace, as long as the Moon endnres.Weat! 
That word hath been ſweet to me many times, Pſal.72,hpith 
19. And let the whole Earth be filled with his Glory pp f 
Amen, and Amen. Thbe Prayers of David, the Soy of pr dit 
Jeſle, are ended. Oh ! methinks here 1s an endinghoow 
of Prayer indeed, Compriſing the whole Glory of thepvher 
great David un thes ſhort requeſt, that is the complearh T 
end of all Prayer, calling worthily for Amcn, andſſear 
Amen, to cloſe it ap. try ſ 

Then ſpzaxs to all in the Room, ſaying, 1 chargeÞpbe ( 
you all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and as you willend 
ever anſwer u at that orcat day, that you make Reii-Þhic 
gion your buſineſs, and that you make not Godlineſs and 
fught thing, nor walkz:g with God a ſmall matter, 4Þprd . 
£2476 al 


| B: lever you hope to ſtand with beldneſs before Gad inthe 


poul(Fudgement . : | | 
hav Then he ſaid, God rndeed hath took firength from 
 thelflthe/e Arms of mine. 1 ſpeak, it not as if 1 murmpured 


dredfst it, or by way of diJcouragement , as if he could not, | 


;f it pleaſe him, raiſe dead bones, and of ſloues makg 


me a 
own, (Children ro Abraham, deſires that they would life up 


his arms, which they did, and then he layes this fo- 
lemne Charge upon them, aud deſires, they would by 
otheÞifeirg and holding up his bands, be witneſs toit, 4s hts 
good [Charge ts all of them, That they make it therr great 
fronÞþuſineſs, the remainng part of ther dayes to walk, 
-1ghio the praiſe and glory of the Lord Jeſws, in all the 
moreſpaths of hus pleaſure. 
thi His Siſter being troubled to fee how he ſpent him- 
, Jetficlt in ſpeaking 3 He faid to her, Come Siſter, u this 
nip ptcoming to cry over a dead Dog, when by dying be 
ze ana) plorifie God the more, And added, 1 am bere 
andyyer among the Living, though with many marks of 
nres. Meath upon me ; yer nothing with infallible certaimy 
.22,prith me, that I (hall die at this time ; but, Oh ! look. 
lory, up from me to the Lord, that ſo, that whether 1 live 
on of pr die, your Intereſt may be ſure inthe Lord Jeſu; and 
dingfpow the Lord watch between me and every one of you, 
" theþrhen we ſhall be apart one from the other, 
plearh Then ſpeaking to Iis Brother A, ſaid, Ay 
ardear Brother, the God of Jacob, the reſtorer of the 
ir y ſcattered bones of Iitacl, -ine forth from berween 
argeſpbe (bernbims of Glory 03 thy dear ſonl, diſperſing 
 willſnd di{þclling all Clouds, Foggs, ard Feares, under 
Rei phich thou haſt been long ſerving God, with many tears 
eſs and remprations many a day,of which 1 have been Eye 
r, 4nd Ear witneſs ;, and the God that hath hitherto kept 
ever alive t0 this day, cauſe all thoſe clouds to flee away, 'J 
and -& 


thee 
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#1 bring ont your ſoul yet more fully, mt only to find 
pitty from him to eſcape the ſnares that others are £ 
catcht in, to thery hurt ; but grant alſo, that you may A 
come forth as,one of thoſe Palm-bearers, cloathed iff 1 
white, Rev.7.9. as having gotten the viftory over alli £, 
Enemies, and made to fing with grace in your heart, a G 
they, verſ. x0, Salvation to our God which fits uponſſſ &, 
the Throne, and to the Lamb. Ad the love extend-ff ,», 
ed by you tome unworthy, and in me to my Lord aud 
Captain of my Salvation: Oh ! that ſtreams of Sal. cil 
vation may come forth, if it be his bleſſed will, fromlf te 
him to you ; ſo alſo make you a bleſſed pattern of Pitt) y; 
Purity, and Stability for him,whoms I deſire to ſerv 
3x the _— 9] 
His Siſter asked, Will you have ſome Cordial?Þ| $4 
He ſaid, Oh! when ſhall I drink, of that good newJ ,4/ 
Wine in my Father's Kingdom ? re 
In a morning, his Friend asked him, What of thq T6: 
Night? He faid, It hath been along Night. But gg 
faith his Friend, The Morning comes 3 Yea (faid he} | 
as a ſnare 0n it, comes ſtealing upon the world f yo 
but the Children of the Day, - and of the Light, hq wh 
have on the Armour of Light, ſhall have no cauſe t» 
fear. ty 
He Exhorted a good Woman, that watched witl | 
him, with all carneſtneſs, to cloſe walking with th way 
Lord. of } 
His Siſter ſaid to him, I hope Brother, as youfjn a 
Tribulations adound, your Confolations aboundſto x 
He faid, /t was a bard queſtion, Conſolations ber Lor, 
very inward deep things. him. 
She then asked how he felt his Heart? He replicdJhim. 
I feel the fieſhly parts declining apace, but I truſt ” for | 
ſpiritual renewing. * 1 
F=2 
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fd Bur faying further to his Siſter, Come; are Jou wits 
 arefl 3g to part with me yet ? She anſwered, Yes, in ſome 
marſh meaſure, ſhe hoped ſhe was, conſidering his pains on 
d «Þ the one hand, and the glory that ſhould follow. Then 
er all aid he, Be careful, 1 charge you, to walk cloſe with 
r:,4f God in yorur generation ; and take beed of departing 
upon from bis wayes, but walk as becomes a Chriſtian, that 
tend- would be found to bus prazſe, 
4 ani Afeer this, through extremity of pains, the exer- 
Sal-fſ ciſe of his Underſtanding was at ſeaſons interrup- 
from ted ; but very ſenſible and ſpiritual in his Inter- 
Piet) vals. 
ſerve} One asked him, How it was with him? He ſaid, 

| ©nder great rebukes from the Lord, by reaſon of ſin ; 
dial } Saying, { have been a wretched ſinner, have pervert= 
d ne d my way, and my walks with God have been. ſhort, 
and formal; But, Oh! that ut may go well wth 
of the Iſrael 5» the latter dayes, though I be 45 reprobate fil- 

Bu ver, becanſe the Lord hath rejetted me. 
id he It was told him, If any man fin, we have an Ad- 
yorld J yocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, the Righteous, 
, tha who is the Propitiation tor our fins : Tea, faith he; 
ſe ff through Fairh 1s his Blood ; be ts ſo, and thither doth 
| 29 ſoul flee. 
wit He was alſo cautioned, to take heed of caſting a» 
ch I way any his Confidence, that hath great recompence 
of reward, and of making a judgement of things, 
S JOUFin an hour of temptation and tribulation, contrary 
oundFto another judgement made and confirmed by the 
 berLord again and again to him herctofore, minding 

him, how the Tempter waited ſuch ſealons to diſturbe 

plicdhim, and drive him from the ſtrenath he had laid up 
#/t thifor him in Grace, that is in Chriſt Jeſus, when Grace 

in us may be bur at a low ebb. Tea, (replyed he) / 
. En en would 
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would leave this OY $6 with you, that when Cd 
bruiſes, breaks, treads down a poor ſoul, - and it lyes 
before him as aſhamed and confounded, and not ablt to 
epen 4ts.mouth ; Oh ! then to look up tothe Lord, foy 
then mill. the Tempter be buſic at ſach ſeaſons ; for we 
are not ignorant of his deviſes, but if God give another 
day, and more ſtrength, I hope to ſpeak more convin- 
cingly of theſe things. 


- The next day being asked, How it was with him? 
Whether all were clear within? He faid,' It was very 
tempeſtuous rnd about ; but yet the Lord 1s unſtrutt-i 
ng and anſwering ſuch a poor worm from the ſecret} 
a of thander ; And afterward ſayes, It will be bet 


ter, and there is hope inthe end for all ths, And 


then broke out with admuration, ſaying, He 1s ever 
mindful of his Covenant, Holy and Reverent 1s his 


Name, be ts aGod near to thoſe that fear him in thef 


ueedful ſeaſon, 

Sometimes after, one ſaying to him, I hope you 
can yet ſay God 1s good, and a ftrong hold in the 
day of trouble, and knows them that truſt in him : 
Yes, Ican ſay fo, bleſſed be my God , but not alike at 
all itmes can I (ayſo ; but I remember the counſel and 
aaviſe yeſterday, to wait on the Lord, and keep his way, 
and my place, appointed me by God, which I deſire to 
ao all the dayes of my appointed time, till my change 
come, thergh fleſh aud blood ſuggeſt, this 1s hard 
work, ana would make haſte out of it. 

n te morming following, being asked, How 1s 1t 
now ? He faid, God had been at work cloſely with 
bus Spirit, in the three dajes paſt before this, though 
this was left him for ſupport, That the foundation of 
God remains ſure to al! his ſealed ones ; but (ayes he) 
1 hbawve been ready to ſay, Why ſhonld 1 ſpeak; of ſealed 
07igs, 
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ones, being ſuch a one, as might for mint iniquities bt 
ſealed upto a day of Wrath, and be kept in chains of 
Datkneſs to the great day. I bave been ſo fooliſh, to 
think my attainment were ſuch, as if I were got to the 
top, and needed little more + but the Lord bath laid 
Fudgement to the Line,and Righteouſneſs to the Plumt« 
| met, and hath not only thrown down the high raiſed 
| Stratture, but razed the very foundations of all fleſhly 
| glory and excellency; and the Lord hath delivered bis 
| glory wnto Captivity, and hu ſtrength into the Enemies 
| bard, yet hath not left me without hope, I truſt, good 
| bope tn mercy, that all notwithſtanding ſhall ;ſue well 
in: the exd. | 

| But, Oh! thereproach that Ihave brought onthe 
Name of God ! might that be done away by all I feet 


| and ſuffer inward and outward, 1 ſhall rejoyce. 


In the After-noon, the ſame. day, it was faid to 
him, I have obſerved by ſome hints from you, That 
' you have in theſe few dayes paſt, had ſome exercrles 


*| on your Spirit, I would be glad to know whence 
f = what they were, and the way of God with you 


in them. Hereplyed, He had #ndeed ſome ſuch ex- 
| ercrſe,occafioned by cloſe ſearches made in his ſoul,about 
| the clear and certain right and title it had to a ſub- 
ſtantial well-founded Imereft in Chriſt, which though 
| (ayes he) I have mentioned heretofore to you, and 0- 
thers, what it mas, and how it was, the Lord had be- 


Þ got and carried on in me ; and thought ut had been a» 


bove queſtions, yet had [ ſome doubts and fears renew- 
ed of & very ancient date, about, if not above thirty 


| years ago, with many miſcarriages ſince to promote 
| che ſame maiter ; and this coming inatime of ſuch 
) weakyeſs, and when by the working of my Spicen, 


which ſent #p dark, and diſturbing vapours, clouding 
| FAY my 
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my imagination, and made ſore work within , but the 
Lord made me ſee much of my own fleſhly gloryings, 
as alſo others in me, and in my fleſh, which God fat 
world take down in this day of tryal, when every ones i © 

work, muſt he tryed of what ſort ut ts, even by fire ; and I} 5 

truly I was made to ſee to my ſhame, much bypocrifie | 1s 

and formality in my converſe with the Lord im one re... 97 
ſpef& or other, and that the Prattical part of Religion i V2 
1 had yet arrived tolittle acquaintance with, to what i} ©! 
1 had in dayes paſt; but thus brought me inthe iſſue, 
ro ſer, that I was, what I was, that was good, only by the 
grace, and no room for fleſh to glory, but was brought 
through grace to experience this Truth, that when 1 hea 
am weak, then am I ſtrong ; and that however it be, the! 
yet the Lord forgetteth not his poor, nor deſpiſeth not [Eur 
bis priſoners ; ibs 55 a brief account of the Way God (al 
led me 1n, in this matter, and hath ſo ifſued it, that 1 ſpent 
eruſt throngh grace, I ſhall yet come to lay down my Pine: 
weary head and heart in the peace of Gods Feaking, | It 
that will keep and carry me tothe end, | 

His Friend told him here, ſomewhat of the dan- ffiſco 
ger of attempting ſuch great works, under fuch dif- Jns 1 
advantages as theſe ſeaſons and circumſtances he had er, 
in theſe dayes pait been under,for fuch works as theſe, ſ#vto 5 
minding to him, That every ſeaſon was not a fit ſca- 
ſon, for judgement elpecially, to be calling in queſti-Y 
on, things ſo long and often under more clear light, 
and lcadings, confirmed formerly 3 and however that 
be a great Truth, that every day will yet more de-ſ 
monftzate, that we arc but yet Children in Chriſti- 
anity, far ſhort of that manly ſtate of things to which Þ 
the preſent diſpenſation of God, both publick and Þng as 
paiſonal, have a proper and true tendency, towards ven 1 
which more excelijent way, 'tiS our duty to be preſ- have 

IT TO" ag foes 
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ling; yet foto be preſſing towards it, as to remetm- 
" © ber both how we have heard, and received, and hold 

1K &ft the beginning of our confidences, firm unto the 
; & £nd, that ſo the Tempter get -not advantage againlt 
4 us, as he doth, or may do again perſons ignorant. of 
+ | bis devices : Bur he, being ſtill weak, either to ſpeak 
_ or hear, more was not faid, bur that he, his Friend, 
1 © was glad to ſee the Lord had iflued the matrer fo well, 
at $2 the Preventing the Tempters delign, and giving 
e, (þ 1's poor Servants to ſee, how great that mercy is of all 
py {the Saints and their concerns, being in Gods hand 3 
þ; when the ſtrength of our own hands, heads, and 
1 FE bearts fails fo frequently as they do, yer he remains 
be, Woke fame for ever, and in ſuch ſeaſons, ſecretly ſuc- 
oe (ours, and ſupports, and at laſt brings out into a 
2,4 {wealthy place, to his own praiſe, and- encourage- 
1 1 ſpent of the poor and needy, to truſt in him ar all 
wy [Pumes- 
MM | In the morning, ſuppoſing him drawing near his 
d, a Friend was called to him, who finding him 
an- [Eiſcompoſed again in his head, and convulfive moti- 
diſ- JÞns renewed, with ſhortneſs of breath z yer ſoon 
had |pfter, asking how he did ? He ſaid, Hy was a wonder 
\cſe, {pyto many by reaſon of the rebukes of God upon him, 
ſca- (##t the Lord was, and he hoped would be his ſtrong re- 
eſti- W#ge t9 the end, 
geht, | His Friend told him, He had made known him. 
that [E1f to him as a ſtrong hold in this day of trouble hi- 
> de- [Þxrto, elſe he had ſunk under his afflictions ; but co 
-iſti- Pe kept up and carried on under ſuch great long ex- 
hich ſ{ciſes, juſtifying God ſtill, and bleſſing him, in gi- 
and Þng as well as taking, ſpake much of divine ſupport 
-ards ven in, Yea (layes he) I would not only juſtifie, but 
preſ= have great reaſon to glorifie God, as the God of nxv 
ings Pvatzen, P. 3 It 
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| Tt was anſwered, His prefent poſture of ſubrmaiſſry 
on and ſubjeCtion to him as the Father of Spirits,was | | 
a notable way of glorifying God in the fire,. and iſ + 
giving praiſe to him in the Ifle of the Sca. And af. iſh / 
ter a little pauſe, He added, He had now but afeu i 4 
fleps more to go, which he deſired the Lord wonld ala * 
ſo order, as he might not be left to ſin agaruſt him ; and 
bleſſed the Lord, that he had given. him, and yet main. 0 
tained ſuch good hope, through Grace 1» him, that heſſs 3 
was not, and heped he ſhould not fear to follow him, [} 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, to which hf £4 
now ſeemed baſtning. 

A Friend coming to him, and asking him, Howſf 
doth this honeſt Watch-man ? Honeſt Watch-many a 
(faith he) hath mach in it, ro be a Watchman indeedgjÞa 
looking out for the morn, as the Watchman of IN» 
pbrain, that was with his Ged, when other watchmuſ- 
are as the Prophet is ſaid to be, Hoſea 9, $8. A ſnarpnd 
of a Fowler in all their wayes, and hatred in tig-0% 
houſe of their God, as #5 roo evident of the Watchmn Wp t 
of our day, by reaſon of deep defilements found among! A 
them; wherefore the day of the Watchman cometh,yeu 120 
waketh haſte, now ſhall be their perplexity, and thÞ*< { 
dayes of their viſitations are come, the dayes of reconf/4ct 
pences are come, Ifract ſhall know 3t ; for the Lori@1d 
giſpenſations are now very ſwift. cur 

Being asked, How he had done to Night ? Ff® »: 
faid, 1 laid me down to ſleep, and waked again ; jj 
the Lora ſuſtained me, and hath not made thes night plye 
wight of terror, by affrightning dreams and rmag*” 5 
wations, as ſometimes; but I ſeem to be going on (Xe 01 
weary traveller his way. You 
Sometimes afeer, being asked, How he did > Hf tie 
ſaid; A poor week creature. It was anſwered, Buff Mar 
[99 
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truſt in the Lord you have ſtrength. Yea (ai 
bleſſed be God," everlaſting ya. and the _ 
| deed truſt in bi [hall be at Monnt Zion that Canuot 
af be moved, but abideth for ever ; for as the Mountains 
7" Co round about Jerulalem, ſo ts the Loyd about bis 
alle People for ever. 
and 2A Friend telling him, There was an acquaintance 
of his come to ſee him, who was going to Preach a» 
+ be mongſt the poor Saints abroad 3 He wiſhed him pro- 
im; lf ſperity #1 that good work , ſaying , He never found 
-þ hf} cauſe to repent of any of bis working dayes for Chriſt, 
lin bus life-time. 
Howh Az the ſame time, one coming from far to viſit him, 
maand telling him, He had dear Remembrances from 
{many Friends of his, who in a way of ſupplicati- 
on, with humble ſubnutſion, were looking to the 
-bmeſ-21d) the God of all Conſolation, concerning him, 
 ſnar{p2d Þis caſe. He replyed, He 7s indeed the God of all 
in th{Conſolation, of ſirong Conſolations, which were ſealed 
chn8p t9 45 ſoal. 
noel And then added, I am very much affetted with 
þ,neal bis ſurpriſing viſit of yours : And ſoon after ſaid to 
and tþb* fame Friend, He had » the two Nights paſt, been - 
Yeconi acronſly led, and let into the nnderſtanding of that 
Lori#r4, Plal. 37.37. Mark the perfect man, and behold 
ſic upright, the end of that man 15 peace 3 $9 as be 

ir > HJ never let zntout in like manner before, 
" 4 A Friend ſaying, How doth my Brother 2 He 
night plyed, I cannot ſay of you, as he of old, You took, 
' ima} Brother by the heel in the womb, but hope we ſhall 

0 WK 098 another bythe hand is Heaven, and that both 
G F 19 (intending the Friend thar came to vihic him) 
1> HÞ# hve & love as Brethrey, or words to this purpole, 
4, Buff Near as could be gathered z for now ſpeech failed. 
rrul P 4 Thea 
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Then ſpeaking of the preſſures that were upon I 3» 
him, he was adviſed, to look to the Lord, who in ne 
depths of Wiſdom adminiſtred them, managing all ÞÞ r: 
Circumſtances about them, as alſo to eye Chriſt, the | =; 
Captain of our Salvation, who endured fore travel, i ſ# 
yea, bruifing from, his Father alſo, as knowing he ſh C 
ought to ſufter ſuch things,and fo to enter into glory; Þ Z 
and the Spirit ſpake of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and Þ 
the Glory that ſhould follow. He replyed, Oh! fe 
that Glory, that Glory on the other ſide. tn 
Calling for drink, and the Maid bringing it him, Þ 
he deſired a Friend preſent might give it, who com-PÞ 
ing to him, faid, You appear now, as one that is h, 
ſhortly to drink new Wine in the Kingdom of theſp A 
Father. He anſwered, Though many have greater 
marks of Faith thay 1 have, yet 1 am aſſured I ſhally ft 
be recerued into fellowſhip with the Father, Son, Spirit © 
and all Saints. And looking carneſtly on the Friend, © 
ſaid, If it pleaſe God to revew ſtrength, be ſhould giv 
good evidence, that he Ioved that Friend dearly, ani © 
«ll Saints. ; by 
A little after, the ſame Friend acquainted him offi A! 
two dear Friends of his in Lendex, that deſired par 
ticulacly ro be remembred to him 3 and were much ** 
excrciſed in fellowſhip with his preſent tryal. KH 
being very weak, replycd, 1 can ſay little ; but | 
pray God they may be ſlrengthned with all might arp % 
power 3: the inward man to hold ont to the end, accaÞ P: 
ding to his glorious power. 
Being asked by another, How he did ? He ſaich » 
eAMy heart begins to fail, I now feel, But after ſaic 
Bleſſed be God for Chriſt's Grace and eternal Glory, | 
Soon after he broke our into fervent earneſt Prayer 
zit, Deep! lamenting Iizacl's dealing falſely with G 
j 


"vn. COnſI 7 

port ſl 5s his Covenant. 2dly. Speaks forth with great clear- 
o in nef bis faub,that God would make the deciſion betweey © 
all real and pretended Saints ; and that God would abide 
the | ith choſe that abode with him, greatly encouraging 
vel, | ſuch a: found grace to ſland in this bour of temptation ; 
> he Concluded, commuting himſelf, Soul and Body, tothe 
ory; | Lord for keeping and carrying to the end, 
and ÞAt another tame, in like manner, in great zeal and 
Oh !Þ fervency, implored the Lord to make the deciſion be- 

| tweenthe true Seed of Iſrael, and pretenders, who bad 
him, |} deals falſely with the Lord under ſhew of much love. 
-om-| Then beggs, If God had any thing for bim to ſpeak, 
at is} he would communicate and enable ioit ; and that if 
f theÞ Abraham's work were done, that he would ſay to bim, 
eater with that clearneſs and evidence, as he might under. 
' ſhall ſtand it, Thou haſt fought a good fight, haſt kept the 
ric,h Faith, henceforth is laid up for thee a Crown which 
iend,ſ} God the Judge of all ſhall giye thee, 
gif A whule after, and but three hours before his dif 
"ani ſolution, a Friend perceiving him under great preſ- 

| ſures, ſpake ſoftly ro him, They looked unto the Lord 
im off and were lightned. A right look will bring down 
| par-Þ) relief under all difficulties, Tea, replyed he, with 
mud} ſtrength aud earneſtneſs, And their faces were not a- ' 

FE ſhamed. Thence forward he ſpoke not ; but in a few 

bur |} hours after ( it being the 5th day of the firſt Month, 
't ar} 1668-) yielded up his Spirit, falling aſleep without 
acc} pag, or conliderable groan, 
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LETTERS 

Written on ſeveral occaſions 
BY 


] That Deceaſed Servant of CH R1s Ty, The 
' Author of the fore-going Diſcourſes, 


Printed mthe Year, 1668, 


( 221) 


JISSSALSEESSRSD 


A Book that he approved. ( be- 
ing the work of an other) con- 
caining Inſtructions for Chil- 
dren, he ſeur ſeveral of them to 
ſome of his Acquaintance, ac- 
companied with this Letter to 
their Parents, 


Unto my dearly beloved Brethren, Siſters, and Friends, 
' whom the Lord hath intruſted with the overſaght 
' of Famulies,Children,and Servants; abun« 
dance of 'the Spirit of Glory, and of 
God # deſired, ——— 


Endeared in the Lord ! b 


[Nder the ſtrong obligations of bounden 

duty, which my Father hath been plea. 

| ( ſ cd to lay upon me of ſerving the Intereſt 
of your Souls, and theirs whom God bath 

given youzto my uttermoſt z it hath becn not the leaſt 
part of my ſtudy in this School of Inſtruction, unto 
hich he hath ſent mc, how I might at this diſtance 
hoſt eftcetually attend, and be tound therein,as one 
hat muſt give an account, not only of the Law of 
ly Relations, bur alſo of theſe fruits thereof on your 
| hands, 
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hands, which have extended and abounded to me. 
ig. Ug-! terrupted tender love, and ſympathy, 


& well mchis my chain,"ks in che many/yoars of my 
weak endeayours to ſerve-Chriſt among you #n liber. 
ty 3 in requital whereunto,as I can do little at moſt, 
fo am I often inwardly checked and rebuked for my 
finful ſhortneſs toward you,both in general and par- 
ticular,from ſoul to ſoul 3 and very lately i hath been 
with more -than ordinary weight on me to exerciſe 

itty and-compaſſionate thoughtfulneſs on thoſe Fa. 
Bas of yours, both Children and Servants, many 
of which the Lord hath. multiplied like a Flock, 
whoſe particular afteCtions (as far as they have been 
capable'to expreſs them) I have bcen at a loſs how to 


recompence or improve to their advantage 5 but ha- 


ving been adviſing with ſome of my Companions 


here, as well as laying the matter before him, who i; 
able to give ſeed to the ſower,and multiply with blel. 
ſing the ſeed ſown 5 TI have herewithal atrempted to 
make an Eflay for enterance with them, n = ry 
to them this upright plain Addrels, prepared to m; 
hand by ſome one of the Lord's Priſoners, full of 
bowels toward ſuch younsy ſubjects, conliſting of ſuc 
proper matcer, and brought forth in ſuch a condeſcen 
ding Spirit and Language, as I truſt by the bleflins 
of the Lord will find good acceptance and ſuccels 2 
mong ſuch fouls. — My preſene Writing theretorg 
with it, 1s not ſo much to crave its acceptance 1n goo 
part by them, for of that I have much aſlurance z bu 
to lay hold of this opportunity, to defire your faith 
ful following the deſign of 1t, by ſtirring up you 
ſelves,and zealouſly and unweariedly doing your en 
deavour with all your wiſdom, intereſt and might 
behaving your fclves among them as Men and Wo 
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men of. knowledge, that ts account of their fouls 
(as mine account of yours) may be given up with 
joy and not with grief : Here am I, and the Chi 
dren and Servants-which thou haſt graciouſly given 
ne z unto which faithfulneſs of yours, (befides mar 

other weighty Arguments that might be urged) the 
rery remembrance of the dayes being ſo very evil, 
nay afford you (as it hath me) many forcible mo- 
UvES. | 

BM x. Theſe are dayes wherein you know not how 
M fuddenly you may be hurried, pluck'd, and ſeparated 
{from them, not only by death, which climbeth up at 
1Ithe windows in moſt Families this fickly ſeaſon $- but 
offify the violence of the Sons of Men, through the wiſe 
\ſcrdering of God, who are permitted to make and 
leiccute Laws which have direct -threatnungs, anda 
preſent tendency thar way, toward ſuch as you, who 
.ftand in a profeſſion of Chriſt's, which teſtifieth that 
afficheir works are cvil. This rage bath already invaded 
arand uncovered ſome Famulics among you, and mul. 
tudes in other places; and all ſuch as will live god 
oy in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt _— the like, not as if ſome 
co@frange thing hapned to them, and therefore ſhould 
-nÞ in daily preparation to make and leave their own 
*nMſich as are jnſtructed and have learned to truſt in 
; 260d, and to own and improve a Relation for them 
oÞFfves in him, according to their capacity, which may 
Wake an abundant ſupply to this lack or loſs of your 
buE-mpany and ſociety, which will turn to their great 

ichÞkf1ns, and help to your.confident and comfortable 
ouFurrendring them up to the Lord in a way of fol- 
enSoving him, whitherfoever he goetb, and may call 
ok: diſpole of you, | 

No 2. Theſe 
1s! 
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2. Theſe are times 1n which a more than ordinary fg; 
diſadvantage and/danger is deſigned to ſpoyl and ae 
deſtroy both Infants and Youth ; not only inreſpe4Þ yo 
of their Schooling,which muſt be carried on by fuch iſ hay 
Tutors, and under ſuch Rules, as tend to tempt and iſ to 
ſubje& them to ſuck-in the Principles of that Apoſtaſie ſ con 
and-miſery that the former years have been delivered ly i 
from'z or elſe can hardly make any procedure inf mor 
Learning requiſite to accompliſh them. But princi-W wt 
pally are they exceeding liable to danger and de.|iſ Spir 
ſtruction (if the Lord wonderfully prevent not) by yer 
means of their unavoidable company and converl:ſſ} to te 
with other youths of their growth and degree, the} aa 
which generally is become everywhere ſo wanton, oft-{ 
wicked, debauched,through the looſeneſs of the times, lutab 
and the countenance that all filthineſs finds,w here iYligns 
ought to be puniſhed and reſtrained, that unlcFed in 
your Children and Servants be, through a bleſſing orſand « 
your Prayers and Endeavours, in-laid with good ple, | 
Principles in awakened Conſcience, followed witiſrequi 
conſtanc Inſtruction, and an exemplary ConverſatiÞgener; 
on, with a wiſe, moderated, ſtcady diſcipline, it wil 
be a marvellous thing 1f they be not utterly ſpoiledWYbe ſuc 
become a ſcourge and torment to you, and art leng! ryals 
repent that ever they ſaw you, and periſh in tixFFſof the 
gain-ſayings of this wicked and adulterous generFown, 
tion. Shave 2 
3- The dayes that have paſſed over you, haiſſprofeſl 
been dayes of the Lord's wonderful Salvacions, anWang þ, 
- the ſtretching forth of his Arm in theſe Nations to dſthat 91, 
marvellous things toward the getting himſelf a glonfor F a 
ous Name. The putting away the remembrance ul! of 
which from under Heaven, and razing out of all | brough 
marks and monuments thereof, is the manifeſt d Lid, 


Jl 
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fen of the wicked rien of this generation; — The 
memory whereof, as it alwayecs ought to be dear to 

you, who have been bleſſed 1n thoſe Salvations, and 

tave ſung his praiſe 3 So ſhould it be your great care. 
to preſerve the ſame,by teaching and inſtructing thoſe 

committed to your charge therein, and that not on= 

ly inthe Hiſtory and Letter of them (the very me- 
in} mory whereof will be famous in the ages to come) 

i but eſpecially in the inward Principles, Springs, and 

le. $pirir of them, as well as the iflues whereunto they: 
by vere by the Lord intended, that yours may be able 

ri} to rell the generations to come, and the people un= 

thelfl reared may praiſe the Lord: Which things your 

on,ff] *tt-lpring will only be capable to- underſtandz and: 
nes ſurably to comply with the Lords'motions and de» 
c Yligns therein, when they ſhall beſpiritually inftruct«- 
ulcQFed in, and experimentally acquainted with the way! * 
; onfſÞand operations of the Lord on the Spirits of his Peo- 
oodlple, to which your utmoſt diligence is indiſpenſibly 
winrequired, as ever you-would glorifie God 1n your 
ſat generations 

wil 4- Moreover, you generally profeſs your ſelves ta 
be ſuch as expect glorious dayes to ſucceed the deep 
Wryals that arc (or are coming on) upon the heritage 
Fo! the Lord ; and do you not with fo well to your 
own, as to do what in you lies, thar they ſhould 
Rave a {hare in that Salvation which your ſelves have 
profeſied, longed, prayed, laboured, ſuffered for ? 
And how think you, will they be capable of bearing 
to that glory (or ſuppoſe there be yet a reſerve of tryals 
zlotlfor them that are to uſher it in ) which will be very 
ce lull of power, and purity, unleſs they be indeed 
[1 :Ybrought up in the nurture and ad4monition of the 


| Lord, inftructed jn Chrift, as the Truth is in himy 
ſig ; Q_ and 
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and from a fellowſhip in-his Spirit, brought within 
the compals of the rich and glorious Promuſes, which: 
ſhall manifcft and convey the bleſled things unto the 
Agcs to come, that inſtead of the Fathers may be the 
Children. PI 

5- Add hereunto, that the force and violence of 
this evil time is ſuch as doth drive you frequently, 
anid may yet be expected to drive you more from your: 
ſtated ſeaſons on the firit dayes of the Week, and 0- 
ther times, of following the Lord in thoſe ſolemn pub. 
lick Appointments and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 
unto your Family retirements, at leaſt a great part of 
your time in thoſe dayes, the which affords you more 
enlarged opportunities than you had formerly, to 
teach and inſtruct your own houſhoulds, great and 
ſmall, according to their capacity,in the things of the 
Kingdom; to the which you are concerned to give 
all heed, diligence, and indeavour ; not in any neg- 
le& of opportunities in the Aflemblies of the Saints, 
while they do continue, or may be had ; but when 
there is an interval, the ſolemn cxerciſcs 1n the Church 
being ended, or when through force and fury they 
ſhall (if the Lord thall permit them to) be lo utterly 
broken, as you thould be reduced again to that an- 
cient way of the Saints, being governed as in eAbra- 
hams and the Patriarchs time in Family-Worthip, 
You are, I ſay, ſo much the more concerncd to (ct 
your ſelves vigoroufly to this work of endeavouring, 
that your houſes may become as ſo many Churches of 
Chriſt in rcſpe&t of that, Inſtruction, reading th: 
Scriptures, Praying, gracious Conference, Diſcipline, 
exemplary Walking in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs, which ought to be profeſied and maintain- 
ed in bequty, ſer in majclty among them, and in this 
ſcule 
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ſenſe to be ſetting your houſes in order,for you know 
not how ſoon theſe yy ſtaves of beauty and bands 
may be violently invaded, diſturbed, and broken by 
the ſame ſpirit of hatred, which now offers force to 
our more ſolemn Aflemblings : While therefore you 
_ this price in your hand, this undiſturbed Op= 
portunity,you ſhould be doing this good, © 
I hope I need not largely follow theſe with other 
Arguments, which might be drawn out at length from 
the incftimable value of their immortal ſouls, the re- 
demption whereof is precious, which now are com- 
mitted to your care and over-fight,and will be ftrict= 
ly required at your hands, in the day of Accompts 
that draweth nigh ; and that the rather, for that now 
1s their making of marring time, which effe&s you 
may expect will, and frequently do follow, accooiah 
as you either are found in the due and diligent dif. 


| charge of your duty among them, or are negligent 


and remiſs therein. Little it is conſidered and laid 
to heart, how much of the intereſt of your preſent 
peace, and the corgfort of your lives is laid up in 
your wiſe, conſtant, gracious endeavour of this kind, 
and the Lord's bletſing thereupon. Whereas, on the 
contrary 1t were well if the common reproach upon 
the Name of the Lord were altogether groundleſs ; 


"Yand that it were nor too evidently to be ſeen in many 


Families of Profeſlors, that their Children and Ser- 


Evants arc as rude, untaught, incorrigible, wanton, 


wicked, unruly as any others, as if the only care up= 


Fon thoſe entruſted with the Headfhip of Families, 


were ( and that hardly performed as 1t ought to be) 
to have them brought torth,and brought up to Adam 
(or to Earth rather) to learn their Books, Comple- 
ments, Manners, and. Trades z but to underſtand 
4 them. 
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themſelves, to learn Chriſt, A know the Lord God 
of their Fathers, to be inſtructed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures from their youth up, to know themſelves ny. 
ſerable without a Saviour, and to be led as by the 
hand unto him. Oh! how rare are theſe attain. 
ments, and that becauſe endeavours are fo {lack in 
order thereunto 3 I pray you examine your ſelyes, 
your prayers, your practices, your converlations, 
where arc the bowels of Chrift towards your own ! 
Do you travel in birth agazz for them rill he be form. 
ed in them ? Should it nor be much more your care 
fo ſee them Saints, than to ſee them men and women ? 
Alas! if you Families (who would bear the World 
in hand, that there 1s ſome excellent thing among you 
more than others) be not taught the fear of the Lord, 
where do you think a Seed ſhould be reared up to 
ſerve him, that 1n the ſtead of the Fathers ſhould be 
the Children accounted with God for a generation ? 
Among worldly men it may not be expected, whoſe 
Children are ordinarily the oft-ſpring of ther luſt, 
the painted Idols of the rich and pinching burdens of 
the Poor,and their Servants the mcer drudges to pro. 
mote the Intereſt of their caſe, gain and covetouſnels, 
few enquiring or caring what becomes of their im- 
mortal precious fouls z The maniteft ruines upon 
* whom ( unleſs the Lord work extraordinarily upon 
them) {ſhould provoke us to pitty them and be th: 
more jcalous over our own concernments herein, :n 
order hereunto ſuffer this further word of Exhor:a- 
Lon, 

Make it (T befcech you) your main buſineſs to [et 
before then the pattern of a Kanding, even, ſerious, 
boly ccnverſation. F: mulics co uſually receive faſter 

rg 
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diſpoſitions and behaviour, who have the over-lighe, 
and government of them, than of their meer precepts 
and exhortations. The Majeſty and Authority which 
God hath encruſted and inveſted you with among 
them, 1s only held up 1n its enamouring beauty and 
convincing power, while you improve 1t much in the 
fear of God, neither debaſing it on the one hand by 
a vain, fond, frothy lightneſs in your ſpirits and car- 
riage toward or before them, or exercifing it by a 
proud, furious, imperious, dominecring over them 
on the other hand. Much ſpiritual wiſdom lyes in 
your tempering and mixing a ſweet aftable behaviour 
without vanity, with a grave reproving demeanour 
without ftercencſs, and this not 1n an aftected aps 
pearance, but in truth; nor only at uncertain 7M 
and fAlathes, but in a conſtant fixed frame, within 
doors, and without. Confider alſo you have in their 
fight taken up. an high and holy Profeſſion of the 
Cauſe and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and thoſe about you 
are likcly to be ſomeway intereſted in the ſufferings 
you are threatned to ſuſtain, for your adhering 
faichfully thereunto, in reſpe& whereof it will be 
their happineſs, that you hold faſt (in their eye and 
as their example) theſe truths in a pure Conſcience, to 
which you have begun to witnels, not only for the 
Truths ſake them(ſelves,which deferve that you thould 
deliver them to the next generation,unmixed and un. 
betrayed by you ; but for your own dear Relations 
ſake alſo, betore whom it would be fad, ſhould you 
lay ſuch a ftumbling-block jin the beginning of their 
way, as doth beſpeak ( ſo loud as you can proclaim 
it) thar there is no ſuch thing as Truth, worth your 
adhering to in a day of tryal, and conſequently 
Qs worth 


and deeper the impreſſion of the ſimilitude of theiv 


i... 
worth their enquiring after, imbracing or engaging 
themſelves in, 1n times of ſuch perſecution. I hope 
better things of you, and ſuch as accompany Sal. 
vation, though thus I write, truſting that you either 
do, or will do the things which I deſire Md or rather 
the Lord requires) of you; to whom I leave you, 


and rcſt, 
Yours, many wayes obliged, to love and 


ſerve you for Chriſt's ſake. 


Toa Friend in a time of preat uncertainties, as 


to publick Tranſaitions 


A ſpiritual underſtanding of the times, and 
what Iſrael ought to do, be granted large- 
ly to you, — 


Holy and Beloved ! 


Think yours of the 9" and 16" inſtant, ave both 
| of date later than my laſt to you ; by which you 
may eaſily percerve my aptneſs to tire 1n proſecuting dt- 
wnne advantages : At preſent 1 was willing no 
followed you cloſer, but that my frequent little Fourney! 
have of late prevented me, How fauthful u that 
Word ! and verified to a thouſand generations, Who- 
ſa is wiſe, and {hall obſerve theſe things, even they 
{hall undcritand the loying kindneſs of the Lord, 


—eAnd that — none of the wicked (hall underſtard, ſþ ; 
but the wile ſhall underſland, If ever there was a 
tims to bave the eye of Sarnts kept very intent upon the 
Lord to trace ont bu footſt:ps,it ſeems, now to be ſuch a 

| rims 
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time, when hu Pavilion Is darkgeſs and fire enfolding 
it ſelf, to be then divinely enabled to read not only pare 


. ticular = kindneſs ſealed up to the obſerver in ſpe= 


cial, but to ſee the Salvation of Iſrael carried on in 4 
ſtrait path, and that be that baildeth Sion worketh 
ſtill by line and plummet, i a grace beſtowed not in 
common 1n the Houſe of God , but i methinks one of 
the ſpecial tove- tokens by which he will ſhew among 
all his Diſciples, who 1s the Beloved One that leans on 
his boſom, and that have the favour to ride in the Cha. 
rut, the midſt whereof is paved with Love for the 
Daughters of Jeruſalem. I may take up a juſt 
mournful Lameutation of my own ſhort-ſightedneſs, 
and incapacity ( 1 had almoſt ſaid impoſſibility) ro 
diſcern with any diſtinition of apprehenſion, the Temple 
of God epenin Heaven, and in it the Ark of the Te- 
tament ,while there proceedeth out of the Throne, aud 
by means of the Cenſor caſt into the Earth, ſuch light= 


| rings, and thundrings, and woices, and earth-quakes, 


and great hail. Only 1 durſt not ſay ſhort of this, the 
Loyd giveth me now and than a glimps of the King "A 
his Glory. and the Land that ts very far off. And, ah 
then ! how good #5 a Pilgah- fight of Canaan? It's even 
4 the Chariots that |oieph ſent, that revived faint= 
ing Jacob ; what life and figmfication it manfeſts to 
lie bid in ſuch a word 4 this, Yet God 1s good to 
Iſrael. — Yet ſurely 1 know that it ſhall be well with 
them that {ear God, that fear before him ? With what 
a different power ts a ſoul atted then in ſuch arequeſt, 

Thy Kinzdom come, Thy will be done, frow what 


it 1s when ouly in an uſual formal way it breatheth it 


mt ? Such transfigurations may well conſtrain an out= 
cry,It's good to be liere,thowgh many times one knowes 
But alas! wby fpeak T, 
Q 4 think. 


wot what he ſayes, + 
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. chink I, long I ſo wnch for ſuch ſights and taſtes which 
3ndeed, though precions, yet are trayfient ? meanwhil: 
yot valuing as I ſhould that ſubſtantial feeding and tr. 
wing #pon Sions laſting foundations, ſuch as remain 
#nſhakes, though he bring us into the place of Dragons, 
and cover us with the ſhadow of death, though there be 
20 fruit in the Vine, and the labour of the Olrve ceaſe, 
yet then to live abave hape under bope, &c, bave the 
Lord's joy remais in us, and our joy be full, 
HMethinks all the Lord's footſteps point to we, that, 
&@ our proper leſſon, To be ſecuring all that which con- 
Ferneth us upon ſuch Foundations 4s cannot be ſhakgn, 
when Heaver and Earth 1s moved, Fogyndations are 
deſtroyed, the Earth and all its Inhabitants diſſolved, 
before the Lord, when he cometh , for he cometh to 
judge the Earth wth Righteouſneſs, and his People 
VL Equity. 
me Yours, 1n ſpecial Relation, 
and Aﬀection. 


6 2 


_—_— — 
————— 


To two of his Acquaintance Impriſoned, 


D:reft leadings to Irving Fountains of Water, 
and wiping all tears from your eyes, ts 


defired, 


eMach Belowed ! 


Salute you both in the ſame bowels, and with the 
ſame reſpect 5 although I have not much that 1 
know of to communicate, that can add any thing to 
either of you, truſting (and in a meaſure taſting) 
that you are as on Eagles wings, carried beyond 
WHAt 


\ the 
at 
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what my poor,dark, confuſed heart or hand can; cor 
tribute to you in the force and fellowſtap of ther 
bleſſed Word, x Per. 4. x3, 14. And,asI truſt you 
in a good meaſure, are, & ſo I am, by Grace, helped 
with many-others in every Prayer of ours, to defire 
you further may be advantaged with thoſe walks 
with God in the perfe& hberty of Grace and Peate, 
that may make-up abundantly your bleſſedneſs, not 
only in equality with, bur in a-way of ſurpaſſing and 
tranſcendency to their preſent vrivdedga,cine have 23 
yet —_— allowed them to walk up and down 
about their Father's buſineſs, Ir 1s not a little or low 
ground of Conſolation for you 3 and I pray that the 
power of it may ſtill remain with you, which one 
was mentioning, that you are as really in the Caufe 
and Buſineſs of the King, though you can do nothing 
but make Prayers for him, and bewail the diſhonotiy 
done to his Majeſty, as if you were in Field or Coun- 
cil for im. Ir 1sto one of you a ſtare not unuſual, 


| I hope its to neither of you ſtrange or unexpetted 


it cannot be bur a little while at the lonzeſt run ere 
that Word will be made good on you in a moſt bleſ- 
ſed ſenſe, Eccleſ. 4. 14. and ere that be, I am by 
Grace pcrſwaded, that ( as you ſhare in many more 
Prayers and direct perſonal remembrances than for. 
merly, fo alſo) that experience of Paxls will redound 
to your real Conſolation, Phil.1.12,13,14, 2s veri. 


I fied, and is in part upon you. The dreadful and un- 


expectcd iflue to which all things in appearance are 
reverting, beyond what we were willing to ſuppeſe 
the former Apoſtacy thould, or indeed could extend 
unto, nay, beyond the hopes of thoſe poor worms 
that are everywhere wallowing in the vomit of their 
own dru.. :nncls, and belch out blaſphemy 3 : 
trul 


2 
truſt will have with _ I hope the-confidetati. 
on of it hath begun to have with me its effects,to lead 
the Lord's people into a deeper ſearch after, and 
greater ſenſe of the Idols of Jealouſic that have pro. 
voked to this exceeding Jealoufie, in which the Lord 
ſeemeth not pleaſed to ſpare the giving his own Name, 
together with the memorial of all his Wonderful 
Works to be reproached, and as a by-word to the 
vileſt of men, and no one lefe that can ſay, Reſtore. 
Surely, though the perſonal iniquities be great and 
manifold that have been found in the skirts of the 
Lord's People, under their Profeſſion that they are 
Saints 3 yet dol believe there lies more combined, 
united, provoking guilt upon them unpurged, un- 
repented of, vindicated and pleaded for, conſidered 
as they arc Siomſts, and in their publick Relations. 
Ah ! theſe other men's ſins are ſuch eating evils to ſuch 


as are 1n a ſort related to them, and yet in a ſeeming 


tolerable and excuſable ſenſe free from them, as for 


which, I am perſwaded not only the Land mourneth, N 
but even Szon languiſheth, and her Children fainc in | 


the ſtreets, and yet few conſider where 15 the malig. 
nity of the diſcaſe, or declare the cauſes of baniſh. 
ment. True it 1s, ſome that IT think honourably ot, 
have profelt the diſcovery, and a means for recovery 
of it; bur truly I think with ſuch an hard and un- 
even hand have bcen the application, that I fear, 
though their good-will may be accepted of the Lord, 
yet in the iſſue they will prove Phytitians not of that 
value, as may be expected from their Profeſſion 1n 
that reſpect, TI am alſo in' ſome hopes that the Lord 
is more cftcually weaging his httle Children from 
every Idol; . ro which, one after another, they are 
ſo apt to apply themſelves, though guilc and un- 

holincls 
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holineſs be in the bottom of it, how 'many a: pitiful 

iece hath the Lord made manifeſt to be as Conjab, 
FE xxab, a diſpiſed broken Idol, a veſſel wherein is 
9 pleaſure ; and yer fuch hath been the carnality of 
many, that they have been concluding,as they of this 
Comah, Lam.4.20, — When TI have remembred all 
along that holy eſcape that the Lord helped you unto, 
when many other good men were entangled, and 
came not off, till their bones were broken; I have 
been made to rejoyce in that love and favour to you, 
that hath preſerved, and I hope reſerved you 1n a 
waiting Spirit, till he ſhould bring you forth amon 
the ſons that ſhall comfort Feruſalem, when ſhe ſees 
their wayes and doings concerning all the evil that 
hath been brought upon her, Ezek, 14. 22, 23. a 

aſlage that I read is morning, which it may be 
| underſtood not, that defired Prayers might be made 
to the Lord in that behalf, encreaſed with holy jea. 
louſie my cry, leſt any influence of that Word, 1ſa, 
FI. I4- (which God forbid) ſhould light upon any 


of the dear Children of God, that are this day in 


bonds. I truſt the grace of Jeſus Chriſt will keep, 
euide, bleſs, and ſanctifie you both, and all that are 
as you, and when ever he lifts up your heads, it 
will be to ſee his reſerve of Wonders, that ſhall glo- 
rifle his Holy Name. — I am cut thort of enlarge- 
ing, unleſs ny opportnnity of Conveyance were a 
little better known to me, for a moſt plentious ſup. 
ply of this defe&, I thall return again to my travel 
in your behalf, that the Shepherd and Stone of Iſrael 
may undertake for you to keep you in perfect peace. 
Now to him, that a'ter you have ſuftered a while, is 
of all power to keep you from falling, and to _e 
ent 


236) 


( 
ſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his Glory 


with exceeding joy, to the only wiſe God our Sa. 
viour, be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, 
now and ever. Amen, 


7** 34 month, 69. 


—— 
——_—_— 


Upon the death of ſome whom he honour. 
ed, to two of his Acquaintance then fel- 
low-Priſoners, 


The Lord ſend you help from his S anftuary, and 
ſtrengthen you out of Sion. 


Greatly Beloved ! 
JF Salute you both, as ts meet 1» the Lord. Theſe tw 
laſt Poſts I bave not written any Letter to you, 
partly for that I have been out of Town ſome lutl, 
Journies, but principally baving been, much under the 
ſurprize that thoſe were, Job 2. ult. The wvorce 1ndeed 
* loud, and as if ſeven Thunders had at once uttered 
their voices; the terribleneſs of it makes many ſhrink 
as Eltah nto his den, When ! Oh when ſhall we bear 
the ſtill ſoft Voice, and as men of underſtanding ſee hu 
Name! We may well cry out, he hath ſhewn us bard 
things, and given 14 to drink, the Wine of aſtoniſhment; 
which falls the heavier,in that ſuch who have obtained 
favour to lay neareſt to heart the concernments of S10n, 
and to be therein aided with preateſt boldneſs and ſweet- 
eft intimacy near to the heart of (Chriſt, and have had 
their Afﬀeitions erflamed moſt with what they have 


| le onght, 
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ſeaght, and ſcemed torhemſelves, and others, to have 
been of thoſe boſom intimates that know all that their 
Friend doth, and have hereupon ſpoken openly and with- 
out clouds, or reſervations, therr confidence of things, 
that have appeared in the iſſue to be miſtakes ; how 
ſome of them bear it, I do not well know , but ſure 1 
am, the band # very ſorely turned upon the little ones 
that believe in Chriſt, great ts their aſtoniſhment, like 
that, Iſa. 51. 17. to the end. 1 have oftenthought of 
them, As 21.4. Who faid to Paul, by the Spirit, 
that he ſhould not go up to Feruſalem. How like the 
language of our ſpirits ( herghtned by fervent affgftion, 
and attended with providential bringing to remems= 
brance of ſntable Scriptures ; andall this on a ſoul en-= 
joying clear acceſs tothe Lord) #, to the voice of the 
ſprrit in truth as he fulfils that Promiſe, He ſhall take 
of mine and ſhew i unto you, and thall ſhew you 
things to come. And if it may pleaſe the Father, af 
ter he hath graciouſly allayed the ſtormineſs of theſe 
perplexing waves, that at preſent doubtleſs diſcompoſe 
for any thing, to lead his holy ones into a more perfeft 
diſcermng of things which 1n ths kind do differ, and 
in mean time inſtruct to think more ſoberly of them- 
ſelves, and judge more texderly of others; I ſhall yet 


| hope this ſharp diſpenſation may bring out meat and 


ſweetneſs that we thought not of, eA's for the 
poor Martyrs themſelves, when 1 review what was of 
late ſaid of therr particular perſwaſions, and how( when 
their departure was hid from them) they enjoyed ſuch 
un-interrupted joyful communion with the Lord, [1 
cannot but admire the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Fa. 
ther, that took that courſe with them, to anoint them 
tor their burial ( br alas ! they bad xo burial ')) But 
much 
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wuch more grace to admiration appears to me in it,that 
when their perſwaſions and expettations from the Lord ; 
:n that point, gave way to bis determinations, yet that yn 
at that very time the T empter ſhould be bound up, who bak 
doubtleſs deſired to have them,that be mi ght bave win- 3» 4 
owed them as Wheat, and would have made a great 
market of the leaſt diſcouragement = them over the I 24+ 
whole Antichriſttan World. Oh! how unſearchable 

are his wayes, and his works paſt finding out ! The 
deadly Treacle that you ſpeak of, will doubtleſs ſwiftly 
become a Cup of trembling to this wretched generation, 
and entayl the guilt of all down along from Abel, &c. 
A very ſtrange efficacy that it hath to cry and to pre- 
vail at length, though it tarry long firſt, That Abels Ur 
was not anſwered and expiated in the Flood that de ſh 
frtroyed the World of the ungodly ; nor that of Zacharias 
(if it was bis who ſaid, The Lord look upon it, and | 
require it, 2 Chron. 24. 22, ) But they both muſt cryÞ 
againſt that generation that put todeath the Lord of The 
Life, and neither of theſe cryes expire at the ruines of | \ 
them and their devaſtation to this day, but ſhall le \ 
found as freſh in out-cry againſt that great City whereſh © 
alſo our Lord & crucified, Rev.18.24. 

And though it's hard to diſcern, yet great ts the 
pravalency of thoſe cryes of Saints that mght and day} 
follow the Lord herein, though he not only tarry long, 
but even ſeem to be angry with the Prayers of hu 
People ; that word hath ſweetly ſlajed me in thus hour 
of temptation, Thou telleſt my wandrings, put my 
tears in thy bottle, are they not written in a Book by 
thee! If their wanderings, laggerings, be tenderl) 
numbered, and ther tears bottled, and their groans 


booked, and ak this by thee! a Bock of remembrance 
beforg and « 


| (239) 
before the Lord ! We need not be ſo ſollicitom what be-: 
comes of them, though they are above out of our ſight, 
doubtleſs, when it comes to much Incenſe in the Angels 


hb, £4nd, the Cenſor will be caft into the Earth, Rev. 8. 
4s 33 4 L 
Reſts, 


be 24. 8.month, 6C. 
le Yours in tears, 


ny 
— 


Unto one who had acquainted him 
with the departing of ſume from 
ind their holy Profeſhons. 


# 
if The early viſits of the bright and morning 
1; Star, bealight in your dark place,till the 
rf day dawn, and the ſhadows flee away. 


E Bcloved in and of the Lord ! 


", ay nce my laſt, I have received yours, wherein you 
were pleaſed to remember, and ſend ſucharich 

Token to your poor Friend, whom you are pleaſed to de- 
- B/cribe by that merry title of your Father ; who bleſſeth 
by Bod for grace and ſupport miniſired, by tracking the 
footſteps of the Father of Spirits in thoſe paths of peace 

and pleaſantneſs, wherein bepleaſeth tolcad you, and 
hers of his ſuffering ones, ſo contrary to the methods 


and expeftation of men, whoſe breath are 1n ther no- 
ſtrils, 


(249). 
ſerjls, Job.22.29. Plal.,gr.8,12,13: wnto which 1 


acoant it no-diverſion that he 1s pleaſed (as your lait' Þ and 


intimates) to keep you in an bumble ſenſe of the ſhort. 
neſs. of ſelf-ſufficiency, for bearing you up againſt the 
honr of temptation ; the very fear whereof hath al- 
ready caſt down ſo many ſtars from their excellency, on 
whom thus inſcription 15 manifeſtly engraven, as a can 
tron to wa, though a by-word ts ſcorners, Lo this 1s the 
man that made not God his confidence. Over whom 
as I bave little ground to glory, x Cor.10. 12, Rom, 
I1.18,20. ſo neither us there juſt occaſion to be preat . 
ly offended, Ifa.2.22, 2 Tim.4.16,17,18. Joh.s, 
66,67. chap.16.13,32. eAlthough I find it ſome- 
what difficult to draw the nyemorial of their ſlips into a 
gracious perpetual remembrance, without ſome mix- 
rares either of wrath or doubting. 
me many times tremble to think of the relation wherein 
the Lord hath placed me in his Houſe wherein you at 
others look, on me, and expett much from me. (as yours 
intimates) who ans ſo pnſutable to a door-keeper there, 
left wbile. nwch weight depends on ſuch a worm, that 
Word be fully and juſily verified, Tia.22,25. and ſo of 
bring reared up a Monument for a living end, acwa 
his Pillar, 2 Sam.18.18. / prove but an heap of In- 
famy, verſ.17. But over againſt theſe faintings, when 
they have ran in as afigod, I have hitherto found the 
Sprrit of the Lord lifting up a Standard, and diſplaying 
a Banner in hu Fear,by which a ſeaſonable reſcne hath 
been offered in a time of need. And that by keeping mt 
upon, and now and than ſucceeding me 1» ſome meaſure 
nr this Three-fold work, which [ doubt not but you 
have arrived to @ good degree and great boldneſs in the 
Faith of ; 


a 


I confeſs it makes 
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Coen: 
Firſt, That Ldo wot ſatufie my ſelf in avy ordinary 
aud ſlight Evidencesof an Intereſt in eternal Lowe, 
» Bl bx. preſs toward that full Aſurance.of Faith founded 
e i: the New-( ovenart, and unwerſally influential on 
- Wthe New-(rtatnre, I ſpeak not a4 if 1 bad attained 
» Much, but this i with me by the Grace of (brift, my 
= ſow! i ſo much the more engaged to preſs afity the 
e Wriches of full aſſurance of underſtanding a fellowſkip5is 
if the mytery of God the Father, and of Chrift, as I ſes 
1, the dayes are evil, the glimmerings wheref in that de= 
« fred the Father ſees good to intruſt ime withal, have 
5, Ween an unſpeakable ſtay to me againſt the fears of what 
e- 154n can do unto me ;, and through your Prayers, and 
a tbe belp of the Spirit of Feſus, I hope will continue ſo t9 
ce no the end.;. the powers whereof both to peace as 
es Byainſt the fears of this day (Rom. $.3x.to the end) aud 
in 1 purging againſt the filth of it, (2 Tun.2.19. x Joh; 
33+) 1 need not wþijt. to ſhew you, -mho your ſelves are 
taxght it of God, J0b+36.22. — 
2dly. eAnather main work, which I find of great 
meeſſity and advantage, i5zthe ſetting up i my ſoul the 
dominion of the Croſs of Chriſt, 11i adaily mor!ification 
(through ſpiritual aid and argaments) of the affettions 
and Iuſts of the Fleſh, to every thing that may, or mu#Þ 
wfer loſs in the expeticd fiery tryal, whether it be e1> 
rhe Btber corraptible things, 4s Silver and Gold (any under 
ing Chriit enjoyments) or corrupted, corrupting things, 
ach (Ns i all the filthineſs both of the Fleſh and of the Spi= 
rit. The entanglements of one or other of theſe us the 
rare which ſo eaſily beſets maſt of thoſe who in this 
day ate contriving how much Truth they may poſtibly 
kl, or at leaſt expel for peace, who ſe/dome treat upon 
theſe terms, Lut Satan makes his market on them, we 
rſt, [#16 29 :gnorant of hu devices; To be therefore mor- 
R rified 


ING Nun ire i 

tid by trrmerto theſe things ts a verygveat-part flour 
oc ary :10t ou y- efar'/ 1xthis-fenſe ) our ſint gy 
hforoband to judperent,- that we my wot be-judgedin 
rham, and for vhem with the Wort; when the>Lordf jn; 
romes ont of hu pidte, 6 puniſh the #whabitants:bf. tha 
Earth, :anll ariſeth tervibly ro(haks #Þ 3 but alſo that 
per pleaſant pittures3r>fity coverings, and” all. onr des 
teftable thi ed on ft 0 crucified ts 4, "and we'to-they 


2» thelove of themy-that twnay be'no hardirhing whin 
the Lord calls for them towtorefie him; to ſay ro then; __ 
Ger'ye hence, What profit is therein my Blood 3 ff 
the Lord (his Name, Cauſe; Teftrmany ) bath wil T 
bf #t, what 1s that berweeu'and bins 7 4 wt hh $ © 
:3dly. I alſo 'am brought into an experimentil vb: 
ſervation how much of moment 73 the:ſpivit'of @ found p 
mind, to have real, fubſtantial,and digeſted princepler 
4nd tobe in union with them conternmug that Cantſe, 
for which" we are at the point 'tobe throughly tr, Ew 
Whether that part of it that concernethr Worſhep, \br o 
therwiſe, to have onr Faith in fach n day as this tob 
onl y founded n the wifdom of man (orrr 03944 07 others) 
fhort of the power of God, #0 bu1ld another may's fonn 
dation, or boaſt in another wnn's line,of things mai] 
ready to our hand, at. a time. when every man*s work 
muſt be tryed, and every man muit - bear his own bur 
dey, and-groe ſuch an accompt as thus us of himſelf 1! 
God; though the ſirutture ſeem never ſo ſtately, ani 
to be founded on the higheſt reſolution, yet will tha 
doom and out-cry ſooner or latter/attend it, as did ht 
Ax, 2Kings 6. And indeed/( 4s you obſerve) back: hy joy 
fud:ngs at this time of tay-afe very rarely and havdlffhe;;, + 
repaired (though Firuſt ſome will) ere the door be ſhutyhe- <4, 
Mart. 25. 8, 95 10. To have therefore onr ref, ©, - 
Jaycings an ofr ſelyes, and nt 1s another, Prov.5.17gpohr - 
/ $ Gal, 6, < 
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Gul. 6. 4. 7s our great Intereſt ; That it may be yogy 
ſweet portion, ts the prayer of him (who (being un. 
expettedly rnterrnpted) having nuhing of moment to 
4 jpart 45 tydings) 

hy Reſts, 

all . < 

es Yours, as ever; 


»; $1 — —_—— — 


"Toa Friend, long kept cloſe Priſo- 
+1 ner, under hard Circumſtances, 
and greater threatnings, 


Everlaſting joy upon your head, while ſor- 
row and ſighing flee away. 
ers) | 


FIT, 


naltl 


beloved, and honoured by and for the Lord ! 


His morning, having obtained that mercy from 

the Lord, of reading a Character of your heart 
irawn by your own hand, wherewithal I and o- 
hers were not a lictle refreſhed, and a fafe hand pre- 
AF:nting for the conveyance of this to you, which I 
Rope may reach you, I thought my ſelf providential- 
7 called and concerned to give you a teſtimony of 
y joy In the Grace of Chrift, which 1s engagec! hi- 
ierto to uphold you with everlaſting arms, that net- 
ſoutFher the ſtrength nor length of your Suffering is 
7 76h to you, as 18 accompred otherwiſe by you chan 
5-17Þght, and-bur for a moment, being laid on the bal- 
0-4 2 lancg 


(244) : 
lance with the Glory that 1s ready to be revealed'3n 
us, In this way of reckoning,while our eye 1s kept-on 
inviſible and eternal weights of Glory, realizing and 
impropriating them, Crowns of thorns are more 
eafie and leſs diſhonourable than. ar a diſtance they 
ſeem to be, or than we ſenſe and apprehend them, 
while we are reaſoning after the fleſh, Weights 
indeed they have and are, and ſuch as make the q 
preſied many times to groan earneſtly, none for the 
preſent beipg joyous bur grievous, and are tenderly 
chought upon by him, who in all their afflictions 1 
afflicted, the Angel of whoſe preſence alſo 1s, with 
them 3 but we know the End of the Lord, and his 
Reſt thall be glerious, when his indignation ceaſeth 
11 their deſtruction; but he reſts in his Love, and 
there alſo ſhall make the weary to reſt. — I judge 
my ſelf ſome-way rebuked from above,and untaugit 
wr and how to pray as I 'ought, if in any prayer 
of minc I forget the Sons of your noble Order, and 
eſpecially in ſecking what oy defire 3 namely, that 
you through the greatneſs of Faith may enter into 
reſt, and atthis time of day, while he hath taken 
buſineſs out of your hand, he may the more abun- 
dantly acquaint and refruh you with that diſmifſion 
to rcft, as may fecuxe you until the indignation be 
over-pait. You know his priviledge, who'( Fer. 
36. 5.) though he was ſhut up, that he could not 
walk abroad about his Lord's buſincſs, was never- 
theleſs hid there by the Lord 5 when the Courricrs 
d:d purpoſe to take him, (verſ.26.) Bur if inthe 
Father's Counſel 1t appear bcft, that our of thcſ 
Store-houſes he bring more of his precious boxes of 
Oynimenc to be poured out upen the preſent Func 
rals of the Caule he 1s concerned 1n, I make no que- 
it100 
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Rion but the ſay6ur thereof will commend ic ſelf ty 
all the Virgins in this and other generations, and 
they ſhall have Robes and Reſt, till they ſtand again 
in their lot at the end of dayes 5 and who belicyinz 
and loving Jeſus Chriſt in Truth, would nor put off 
his filthy garments, in expectation of ſuch change 
of raiment? 

As for my part, my Father graciouſly indulgeth 
me, and the Lambs here, giving us an undeſerved 
Covert ( of which no reaſon can be given ) even 
} I where Satan's ſeat is, while other flocks arc diſperſed 
and ſcattered. Neer about us, by my laft I acquain- 


IN ted, that ſome from our neighbouring parts, are ſent 
L to that place of ancient experience, where they have 
' 30? ſtock of prayers and preſence to begin upon : they 


begin on ſtraw, as learning to endure hardne!is as 
5 good Souldicrsz the Lord make that word 200d to 
chem, which often hath been in that place ſweet to 
mc, Exod. 23. 25. and at length, Eccleſ. 4. 14, I 
expect daily the fame lot, in the Lord's with-holding 
his hand from which, I fear nothing more than a 
Spirit apt to do as Agag, 1 Sam.15.32. putting oft 
MY the evil day, the leaft Sun-ſhine brought forth a ma= 
n-F nifeſtation, that notwithſtanding the ruine of his 
NF Nation, and danger of himſelf, he was not mortified 
ve to the delicacy of his life 5 nor had eſcaped (though 
77. he thought he had waved ) the bitterneſs of his 
nor death, 

a" I need your Prayers and precious Exhortations, 
In Ftending to prevent flumber, that I be noz taken at 
Mc unawares. The Lord keep freſh and manitelk be- 
ndYfore your eycs and mine, the Captain of our Salva- 
; Of tion, not only as a leading vartern, bur asa L:fe- 
nceiving Principle, on which having our minds ſtayed 
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we may Kill be truſting in him, as: kept in peace up.  {@t; 
on peace there, with true reſpedts to all your Fa. i #. 
mily, | bath 

Reſts, ar 


Yours, in the love of Feſus. the} 


26*® qt" wouth, 62. an, 


His judgement about continuing, =-y 
. 2 a . . ill. 
or, forbearing Aflemblies tofſ?,;. 
Worſhip the Lord, Heav 


Strength and Beauty, as # in tha || comp, 
DaneFuary, bears 


Beloved in the Lord ! away 
f T hought it beſt, while it us yet day, and opportunity the P 


offers, that we attempt to make improvement (o, a "eſe 
may mutually tend to the ſtrengthning each other: work 
Faith and Love in Chriſt Feſrs, with ſuch intimat ion: 5,970 
of occurrences 4s may dirett to ſutable ſympathy axi»"*e7} 
ſupplication, as the Intereſt of the Lord may require 1s Nan 
3ts preſent circumflances, at their hands, who hav!Þ'! the 
Jearntd to approve themſelues as true Sioniſts. Thething 
place affords little, ſave the continued ſeries of divint and t 
goodneſs helding our ſonls in life, and nt ſuff ering 0 gFOUN 
| f£5; 


0247) 
actafe merit FOraG ith\bolds watitbe-tolen 
be Fatherly cofanad provi ſupply all our wants 
bethrowtorarb{NeePthhiiny, to Pheit, that bei is: good, 
| 007 Rk. \ Ai 2 tyghiteorſneſs.us with himpe\; <1. 
*.We had LES 66126:thys, week brought beforg 
the, Depnry Lnewienants ! uk that cane to: nothing': 
Fear.and fury fill,many mens hands -with war h of- their 
av ecaſroning ; [o. douhn hs make their own tongate pe 
fallupan themſelverz, the Reghteqrs (ball (ret and fire 
Pay.; aud all.men ſhall ſee and conſider the workof 
Go8,. far they ſhall xaifely confided bis'dotmg,. © 1 
+. They.at onr Iſland: 1 hear.ere welland;cbearfrl, biit 
If freeuarceſs to them is deijed, nothing..clſe can be: th 
> pethod 44 times and Genlouſies are; yet-Heguen PI. 
a 91 David could form a. ſong. in:tha Cave when his 
Faith reached to this aſſurance, He ſhall ſend from 
Heaven and ſave me, Earth was Wock'd up, but Hea- 
ver was open ſtill, And as long as Heaven holds, he 
baq no ground tq-miftruſt a want of the Promiſes ac- 
compliſhment to the uttermoſtl, CAayy thoughts of 
heart have exerciſed us 4s well in, groays at the rhroue, 
4 1n other ſad conferences among our ſelves at the rea- 
ſonings and reſolves of your ſtrong men, who by drawing 
away the ſhoulder from the yoke, and their hand from 
ity the Plough, wherein they ſeemed ſo well shilled and 
all blefſed formerly, have given way to the ceaſing of their 
ori work tn a tame when their Faith and Love to (hrift 
m EF brought toitstryal ; and that any poor ſouls ſhould 
dfinterpoſe with their lives in their hands, to bear up the 
if Name of Chriit, and to preſerve a nail is bis Houſe x 
alin their abſence it ſerves to ſignfie, that there 15 ſome= 
his thing of reality in that Promiſe, he latt (hall be firſt, 
14nd the fult laſt. And tonching your Oveſtion, Wiz: 
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*appear: publickſy If by publickly be meant only ſo far 
knownly as wherein (with the beſt prudence and caution 
uſed x5 their caſe ſlands ) they may moſt effettually ay. 
ſwer the ends of mutual edification, and bold up th | © 
Glory of ChriSt in the prattiſe of his Tnftitutions 3 It'; T 
ſo far from bring « Queſtion, What grounds they have ſ | 
to meet, 4s we om not what grounds can well be bell 
gp.to the contrary, by any who pretend to ſo much pri- 
fefſion, as that any part of the Inſtituted Will of God u 
worth the ſuffering for, or that Chriſt is worth the 
following in Goſpel-Precepts, when the Obedience of 
Saints therein is to be tryed as by fire, If yoube plea- 
ſed to ſingle out any Reaſons that can pretend to ſatufu 
C onſcience, guided by the mind of God in Scriptures 
they may have an exammation, | 


Refts, 


Fd 


Yours, many wayes oblieged. 
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Tothe ſame Friend and ſome- 


thing further on the ſame 
Subject, 


Hy very Dear ! 

He Sca-Monfſters they draw forth their breſtg 
'T and give ſuck to their young ones, Ah ! what 
(hall the Lord's People who have received anointing 
to Preach the blefled Goſpel, become cruel as the 
Oftriches of the Wildernek, that the young Children 
(yea, and old Diſciples too) ask Bread and none gi- 
veth it unto them; nay, arc willing to ſeek their 
Bread with the peril of their lives, becauſe of the 
Sword of the Wilderneſs z And ſhall ſuch men as we 


| who have-known the Terrors of the Lord, and felt 


the Love of Chriſt conſtraining us, that pretend to 
know the worth of an immortal ſoul, the joy for one 
ſinner that repenteth, that have had a diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel committed to us, and yer no neceflity Iy- 
ing upon ſuch, no woto ſuch if they Preach not the 
Goſpel, no compaſſion at leaſt, no mor? compation 
to the multitudes that are ſcattered as ſheep thar have 
no ſhepherd: Alas! where is the fellowthip of that 
Spirit which of old enabled the publithers of this 
Goſpel, afeer they were ſhamefully intreated, to 
wax bold in their God, to Preach the Goſpel of their 
God with much contention, 1 Theſ,2,2, approving 

them- 


Q } 
themſelyes the Mina Chriſt in Impriſonments, 
in Tumults, 1n Stripes, in Neceſſities, in Diſtrcſles, 
Where is the L>rd God of Eliah ! Wimte ts he that 
ut his Spirit upon them who firſt truſted in Chriſt ? 
ron ea, often® refre(bed, avath, yang of ty 
Burroughs, in bis Fpitte td the Reader bf/frb FHdare- 
Divigone 3-alledzingy pyrg;of Luthergy \FArgichre 
& tg be &taithful Miniſter of Chriſt anflys Church, 
cc if I cannot be a Prudext one, the ſtandinig1n the 
c gap 1s more danzerous and troublcſom than getting 
< behind the hedge, there you may be more ſecure, 
& and under the wind ; but 1t's beſt to'b6there-wherc 
& God-looks for 2 man, &c; thus he,' ——- Indeed 1 
this day, 1f ever the Lord! looks who they be that 
wall ſtand in the gap, thet will anſwer. that Chas 
racter, Ay life #s continnally 1n my hand, ; yet: doi I not 
forget thy Precepts : They: who reſcued the Ficld of 
Lentiles, and the Ficld of Barley (which were part 
of the Lord's Land, how inconfiderable foeyer 1t 
might ſeem in 1s ſelf ) when the general:y of 7ſrael 
deſerted them, were at laſt reckoned, among the firit 
rank of David's Wotthics, 2 Szm.2 3.11, 1 Chron, 
I1,13, though perhaps while it was 1n-domng they 
might be reckoned raſh, heady, hair-brain'd men 
they who cannot paſs as well through evil as through 
g00d report in the Goſpel of God, can ſurely go bur 
a little way in 1t 5 he that left at Pamphilia, and 
would go no fiircther in the work ( becauſe per. 
haps 'twas to» hot and heavy ) was not thought by 
Paul fit tor the fame imployment anocher time,what- 
ever his Kinſman Barnabas mizhe think of him. 
could with fone of theſe thinzss micht be by the Lord 
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ethers, who might otherwiſe be ſweetſy and adyaris 
tagioully engaged to fight this good fight of Faith ; 
War this good Warfare, endure this hardneſs as-g00d 
Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. I am called off from pur- 
ſuing this matter. All here are well 5 not clle at pre= 


ſent, 
Reſts, 


Yours, many wayes, 


d 


x8"* 8" zouth, 62, 


WT 
—— 


Toa Friend releaſed out of Priſon. 


Wiſdom and underſtanding exceeding much, 
and largeneſs of beart like the Sand of 
the Sea, 


Precious and Beloved ! 


| Have my longings to kuow bow it fareth with your 
Soul, now you are under the aduantage of gather- 
ing up at liberty the diffuſed Light and Anointing 
that i dropt with ſuch variety in the Body of Chriſt, 
eſpecially in your (ity, whither, 1 obſerve it ts the 
aim of moſt of the chorce Perſons up and down, who ei- 
ther are driven, or diſengaged from neceſſary atten-= 
dance in their Countrey ſtations, to make haſte, pro- 
miſing themſelves greater liberty and enjoyment there, 
than ordinarily here can le expefled, In reſpett 
whereof I have been ſometimes conceiting that it ts a 
place, 


(252) 
place; and puts into a capacity for Believers to makg 
the mot rare Extratts, and pick, ont the choiceſt No. 
tions and Aſſiſtances of any where in the Werld ; which 
thoughts are eaſily attended with ſuch temptations, 
Oh ! that I bad the wings of a Dove, 1 would flee far 
away from this ſtormy wind and tempeſt, 1 would ſee 
that goodly Mountain and Libanon. But then I am 
& oftes checked with this reproof, He that encreaſcth 
knowledge, encreaſeth forrow 5 theſe creaturely en- 
gagements may render a man the more prudent and ra- 
tional ; it's many to one if they make him more ſeri- 
ous, ſpiritual, evangelical. It may be eaſie to get the 
wind fraughted with noiſe, news, notions ; but to get 
the beart eſtabliſhes with grace, drawn into a mare 
ſubſtantial and experimental communion with Teſus 
Chriſt, according to the tenor of the New. (ovenant, 
and in the Grace and Truth thereof ; this ts not [ſv 
eaſie to be found aud maintained, without extraord;na- 
ry watch and diligence, Theſe words of Wiſdom, may 
be more heard in quiet, and to better purpoſe and im. 


provement, than in the out-cry of hins that ruleth 


among Fools, Soul-ſearching, Heart-preparing , 
Sin-mortifying work, may have more advantage from 
the retiremers of a nally Priſon, then ( unleſs abun- 


dance of Grace be miniſtred) from being left tqwalk 


3: a large place, eſpecially if with a large principle of 
Liberty to rouch withal, but being laid in Goſpel-bonds 
under the Inſtunted charge of none. In theſe reſpetts 
(my much valued in the Lord! ) I have not only had 
ſome tryals of my own ſoul, while I have been repre- 


ſenting things to my ſelf FT ſuch 4 figure and alſo 


ſeen the woful iſſues thereof on ſome others who bave 
fallen under my ſhort-ſighted obſervation ; but have 
withal had many a thought of you, ſince you have been 

| (in 
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in an outward reſpet) as a Hinde let looſe ; I will uo 
£ I have had hints of any tamperings with you, bue 


| only, that it s marvellous if you have not, which doth 
| and will ſo much the more magnifie Grace 1» Jour be- 


ing preſerved in Chrift Teſws, fledfaſt in the Faith, 
fervent 3n the Spirit, lively and attive in the wayes of 
God, growing up more into Chriſt which is our Head, 
and berng more publickly diffuſed by a largeneſs of Sps- 
rit in all the members. Thu, all this 1 hope, pray, 
and ſhall to my utmoſt endeavour,may be found remain- 
ing and encreafing 1n you, according to the form of 


| ſound words, the pattern of them who firſt truſted in 


Chriſt, worthy of all the Grace you have received, and 
Teſtimony you have born bitherto in doing and ſuffer= 
ing, and worthy of the bleſſed _ of the Reſurrefti- 
oh of the Lord's. ("auſe, aud the approaching of his 
promiſed Glory; In a fellowſhip in this earneſt ex- 
peftation and endeavour, you have the prayers of all 
our little Family, but eſpecially and particularly of, 


26" 6" month, 63, 


Your wonted, 


and conſtant Soul-Friend. 
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Unto'an ancient Acquaintance | 74+ 
cakenat a Meeting, and caſt ins = 


"to Priſon. foreh 
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Entrance and abiding with joy, : and re- | ifet 
... 7oycing into the King's Palace. I LEAK 

i Jap 2 into the King's Pa fo 
= | | | mow 
My'never dearer than now Friend !\, . = 


' Salute you in this new ſtate, into whith you are caſs 09124 
L. by the wiſe hand of my good Father, un fellowſhip I your £ 
with my ſelf aud other dear Companions, and as you if of air 
have. obtained this Grace, that you' ſuffer not an if Treat 
evit-doer, (though as an evul-doer) unto bonds, that Nh &v 
the Word of God may not be bouyd, nor Goſpel-gather- ff ihy i 
ings unto Chriſt, Confined within, and accommodated If Peter 
to ſtate models, anſwerable to the luſts of wicked men, || Chriſt 
So; 1 pray you may wot miſs of thoſe full free un- Bvivg | 
interrupted ſtreams of Strength, Sattsfattion, , and thr'ex 
( onfolation, which have been the promiſed and expe« fold, n 
ricuced portion of the higheſt Saints that have ap- 
peared for God. My ſonl hath had fellowſhip tn that 
tharksgiwing touching you, Dan. 3. 28. Bleſſed be 
that-God who hath ſent bis Angel, and hath kept his Nh 
Servants that hath truſted in him, that they have 
changcd the King's word, ad-yicldcd their bodies, fi 
thac they might not ſerve nor worſhip any God ex- ſþ 
cept their own God. And I pray that you may FE for ( 
AEUEY 
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never want the experiment of thoſe conſtant ſupports 
and '(weetnings that T know a poor worms hath-exjoyed in 
this condition”; yet it's not your bonds F deſire, but your 
bleſſedueſs eXatted over the heads of them ; eſpecially 
I defire ow your behalf, that your ſoul may be furniſh- 
ed with tt ſatisfattory thearneſs in the Canſe, and 
jexlonfie of the tr m3 of Delrverence that invite you 
forth \; that 1n'patrence you may poſſeſs your ſoul, with 
60nflancy enjoy the ſweetneſs of 1t, from its fitneſs for 
conyerſe wth God, and with tortrage and veſolution 
refel® choſe Hen-pickings which T preſume ts your por= 
tron by ſore ' pritient Cowards, wherewith your City a= 
boundeth, and your large acquarntance hath made you 
krown'#unto. 1 triiff- the great things, of the Nine, 
TyrereſÞ, - Glory, - nnd Gofpel«truths of Jeſws Chriſt, 
owned by your att, and ſealed to in thar excellency by 
jour boxds, will out-weegh the "frif- _— Preomrent £ 
ef airy health, trade, liberty,” which are things ( aud 


rreater-things than theſe) that wnſt be hated upon this 
 ompetstron,”” That prudent Propsfal of, Maſter, ſave 


thy felf ; had more of the Devil 17 it than ( I think) 
Peter was aware, when it was brought 11 to retard 


Chriſt's opportunity of gloriffing his Father, and ſa- 


ving his People in a way of ſuffering. You well know 
the'excellent proof of the Faith of thoſe Travellers of 
old, was, they conquered the opportunity they had of 
returning to their Comforts and Relations, their Kin- 
dred and Countrey from whence they came, Truly, 
there ts before you, and in your hand an opportumty of 
glorifying God 1» away of ſuffering, and it puts me 
1 mind of a paſſage of a good man, treating of the 
pale of opportunity, thus expreſſeth himſelf tothe caſe - 
wn hand ; <© A man may have an opportunity to [uffer 
« far Chriſt, which if be neglett, he may never a 
| « thy 


(256)? | 
& the like again : To ſuffer for Chriſt ts howourable ; 
& God wilt not put this honour upon every one, he puts 
& this honour upon hu Veſſels of honour, he owes 


& Grace to a man, and caſts him into a veſſel of Silver Þ 


Ec or Gold, and then throws them into the fire to melt, 
& & ſuffer for his Name. The Mettal of that Chriſti. 
6 a muſt be Silver or Gold that can ſuffer for Chriſt: 
& 2 veſſel of. Wood, throw it into the fire, its Hoops 
Ec with fly off, it will break aſunder and never hold out, 
© The three Children that were caſt intothe fiery fur. 
Ec ace, what glorious mould and metal were they made 
& of ? Had they nst taken that opportunity to ſuffer for 
&© God, they might never meet with ſuch a one again. 
& (1 What a ſpreading Fame and Glory of God did 


&« their ſufferings ſcatter over all the World, Dan. 3.| 


&« 28, 29. God's Glory ſhines out of their ſufferings ; 
© exemies acknowledge none like Iiracl's God. (2)T hey 
« honour themſelves, 1. They no ſooner in the fire, 
c« but they meer with Feſtus there, verl. 24, 25.* accor- 
& ding to Ila. 43.2. 2. It was an honour to them 
&« that God ſhould work ſuch a noble miracle for them, 
c« 5s to ſtop the mouth of the fire,that it could not bars 
« them. (3) Their Suffering was the Churches ha. 
ic your ard advantage ; it won great reſpett and hi. 
& pour to the Jewilh Church and Religion. (4) Did 
&c not their Suffering, and God's owning them, ftreng- 
&« then the weak, Faith of their diſtreſſed Brethrey, 
& rhe poor Jewes ? — Yaur Swfferings may be tht 
&« Converſion of others : How willing would you be to 
«© Preach a Sermon, f you were ſure it would be tht 
«© Converſion of ſome ſoul ? thy Suffering for Chriſ 
6 9aay be the beſt Sermon that ever thow preachedſ} 
&« thy life and may win _ _—_— as we a 
L wvirg, 4 the beſk Preaching; ſo I ſay, To 
* beſt Living, ſt g; fe «(of 


257) 

&« (uffer well ts the beſt preaching, &c, ( 5) 1t will 
| © prcreaſe your future glory, 2 Cor.q.17. 
| IT bad other things on my thoughts, but am inter- 
| rupted by the nnavoidable acceſs of ſlirangers, and 
| Zoiſe ; 1 may next [ay a little more, 1 amtroubled ts 

break, off thus, but you know the heart, the opportunt- 
i: ty, the rnterruption of a Priſoner eſpecially where there 
BW there is a full and rude Priſon. The Lord help you, 
tif that by a patiext continning tn well-doing, you may 
r= commit your ſoul, body, eſtate, liberty, into the hands 
de of God, as of a fanhful Creator, knowing whom you 
ave believed, and that he 1s able to keep that which 
8 30u bave committed to bins againſt that day; only the 
148 g90d thing (that bleſſed Tejtrmony to Truth as it ts 19 
3 Jeſus) committed by him unto you, keep through the 
s if holy Spirit that dwelleth in you. Sci not for a (up- 
2) poſed opportunity (to buy and ſell and get gain) your 
rey real opportunity to exalt Teſm Chriſt in ſuffering for | 
r= bis Names ſake ; moſt who make haſte this way out of {i 
emi bonds, do uſually reckon, they will be more prudent ' 
mf next, than to ſuffer for a circamſtance ; and common- 
T8 ly God ſhews himſelf more jealows of his Glorythan to 
hol imploy thens again 1n ſo honourable a work, Unleſs, as 
bo-lÞ one of the Martyrs 1» Queen Marics time, prho re- 
ff canted bs Profeſſion, becauſe (ſaid he) I cannot burn 
| for Chriſt : but ſhortly after his Houſe was burnt (a4 
4 premie, po 1 muſt burn without Chriſt. Tho 
the Lord firengthen you with might in your ſoul. Amen, 


the} 30** of the Yours, &Ccs 
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Upon a Letter fent to him for 
Conveyance, from a Church of 
Chriſt in London, to one of their 
Fellowſhip, in Priſon, near hims 


That you may ſtand perfef and compleat 
in all the Will of God, defared. 


CM) inward Friend ! 


He reccipt of yours to me, expoſing to my view Þ 5 

for advantage, as well as committing to my Þ 

hand for Conveyance, that lively inſtance of the care 
of a whole Congregation —_—_ one of their Mem. # 


bers, was not more welcome to me, than the matter 
offercd thercin to obſervation was rebuking and con. 
vincing of my finful thortnels towards divers, unto 
whom I ſtand deeply engaged, as well as dearly re- 
laced, in Goſpel-bonds. I hope it hath had, and will 


farther be ſucceeded with this iflue, to awaken me to 


a farther oblcrvation and apprehenſion of that great 
debt that I owe on Chriſt's behalf to divers ſouls, 
whoſe faccs for a long time have not feen 1n the ficth, 
from which my diſtance, in reſpe& of place, doth not 
diſcharge me 1n point of duty, and be of dire<tivc 
uictulnets ro guide my way, and mform how I ought 
to behave my ſelf among the ſcattered members of rhe 
Church of the Living God, which 15 (where 1t 1S as 
thy 
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it ſhould be) the Pillar and Grogt of Trrith 3 on 
which, as on a Pillar, that ſhould go out no more, 
ſhould ftand engrayen, to be. ſeen and read of all 
men, the publick Edicts of our King, with all his 
Statutes and Judgments, eſpecially in a time when 
they are ſpoken againſt, and would' be razed our ; 
nay razed to the very foundation thereof, by the ſons 
| of Edoms, that border of wickednels, the people g- 
» © gainft whom God hath indignation. for ever, The 
| conſideration whereof doth not only require that 
| they be hving ſtones, who are competent for ſuch 
LB ends, having living tables in their hearts, for the in- 
| ſcriptions of the Spirit of the Living God, and:that 
the beauty of this Ornament be ſer:in Majeſty, bur 
doth frequently commend to me that obſervation 
which your laſt ere this ( ſome time fince) was hint- 
w# ing to me of the need we have, who defien ſuch 
y ſervices, to wait for power by the Spirit from on 
reÞ high, to be his Witneffes, and to expect according to 
1-# his Promiſe, That ſhowers of the latcer rain ſhall 
| come down to furniſh a people to bear his glory in 
1- the adminiſtrations of his Houſe, anſwering the In- 
0B ftitutions of the New Teſtament 3 akhough I am no 
| way taken with that dilatory inference, wherein fone 
111 ſec to tick, as if upon the obſervation that Bryars 
to} and Thorns are come upon God's Houſes in the joy- 
at} ous City, and are likely to abide there till the Spirit 
5, # be poured out from on high 3 therefore it were beſt, 
h, | and our Intereſt, till the manifcſt raking place of that 
ot Þ promiſed diſpenſation, not to pur our hands to ſuch 
vc Acts aud Ordinances,the beauttous Majcft y of which 
ht} muſt needs be acknow ledged to be very mnch wraprt 
nc Þ up and conceaned 1n the hoped jflues of ſuch a Glory 
as Þ ſtepping in. There being blefled ends to be by us 
5 2 Pro- 


DE 4, cn” RAN 
promoted-in our preſent ſtate, by our dutiful obed1- 
ence to cvery Inſtitution of our King z and through 
infinice Grace and Mercy, are there ſuch Gifts and 
Graccs of the Spirit to be found on ſome, as may 
yicld help to fober,humble enquirers, to get over ſuch 
{tumbling-blocks, and contribute roward their pre. 
parins in Body-and Spirit, as an adorned Bride to 
meet the Bridegroom, who loves to find his keepinz 
all his Commandements unrebukable, and es 
ſpot to his appearing. In which attire, I earneſtly 
defire your whole man, Body, and Soul, and Spirit, 
may be found miniftring a practical convincing Ar. 
gument, by your ſtanding compleatly perfect in the 
whole Will of God, that there 1s (as there indeed 15) 
a hidden excecllency in f{ellowthip with Jeſus Chritt 
in thoſe wayes and appoin:ments of his upon their 
fouls, who in Faith and Faichfulneſs are yielded up 
to him therein, which hath admirable Vertue in at, 
though at preſent not attended with thoſe mighty 
Signs and Wonders by Gitts of the Holy Spirit, the 
which were rather for the ſakes of them who bclieved 
not, than for ſuch as through Faith are directed to 
judge of, and cloſe with ſuch things anſwerable to 
their tendency by good pleaſure to lead into the My- 
ftery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt. T he 
Reaſon and Efficacy whereof lies not 1n any juft pro. 
portion betwixt the thing commanded and the My- 
{tery propoſed to enjoyment, no more than there did 
be:ween wathing in Fordan, and Naamans clenling, 
(the cauſe of the {corntul ftorming of mis proud ſpirit) 
but in the meer foveraienty of divine good pleaſure, 
who gives us a word of Faith to guide and prove our 
obedience, and engage our humble expectation of his 
on preſence, who 1s Lord of Intluences, to _ 
[9915 
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the Heirs of. Promiſe 1nto thoſe ſeerets,gf his Pavikon: 
by doors, atthe threſhold of which the Children of 
this Worlds wiſdom {tumble, cither by ſenſual For. 
mality, ſticking in tac leiter of thingsz or by aier 
Speculations, rejecting the weakneſs and foolilhnels 
of Chriſt in his Inftcutions 3 buc Wiſdom 1s juſtifi-- 
ed of her Children. All here are well, love, honour 
and falutc you. 
Yours, 

in Soul-{ervice. 


es erent 


— 


Toa Friend, who, after ſome Re- 


cirement, was returning to pur- 
ſue his Calling in Aﬀairs of this 
World, 


"The Lord be your ſhade, on your Right-= 
Hand b 4 


My very dear Brother! 4 

Percerve you are applying your ſelf to ſomething 

men call, Buiincis in the World ; and I have com- 
fortable hopes, that you have ſtudied ere this hour that 
leſſon, Finally Brethren, the time 1s ſhort, it remain- 
eth, &c. — For the fathion of this VWorld paſlech 
away, Oh my dear Brother ! my ſonl 25 afflicted ta 
obſerve the over-greedy Engagement of many (whom 
1 love and honour for their former emmency ) plunging 
themſelves into buſineſs, aud there even drowning them- 
ſelves in raine and perdition ; loſing the ſavour of 
$23 their 
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their ſpirits, the intimacy of thirr Contmnglon with 
{hriſt in the Spirit, 4nd ſo grow dry, careleſs, prudent 
fearful, omiſſive, what not ? till there us hardly life 
ſo mach as the uniform appearance of a ſoul, that bath 
been the ſeat of ſuch gloriow diſcoveries aud enjoy= 
mints as men have readily ſpoke of formerly, It may 
well be akhed of many now, as the Apoſtle, Where is 
the Bleſſedneſs ye ſpoke of ? e: Men diſcoarſe 


of thetr primitive applications of Truth, and to it ſpeak. þ 


much and frequenly of bleſſedneſs in the things of the 
Goſpel 5 it was bleſſed Praying, and bleſſed Hearing, 
ard bleſſed Meeting, and bleſſed Meditating ; becauſe 
1: all theſe they ſought aſter, and partook,_of bleſſed- 
iſt! But where 5 that now ? There is ſomewhat of 
Praying,and Preaching. but where ts the bleſſed- 
neſs of all thiſe? Is it not very much departed, and 
what may be the canſe ? ts it not much from hence ? 
Men are gone deep into the ſpirit of the World, and 
are grown carual,of the Earth earthy, and ſavouring 
of the Earth, and thereby lofing, their Love, Zeal, 
Faithfulneſs, Inſcnſibly, but very dangerouſly, T hope 
better things of You, and that you both do and will 
watch your own Spirit, aud ſtir up others to take oreat 
heed to ther ſpirits, that hey deal mt treacheronſly. 


Yours, 


3th 44 
7" 34 months 64+ 
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—_ 


Lemma . 
— 


'To an ancient Friend, giving 
his Apprehenſtons concerning 
the multicude of Profeſſors ; 
with ſome of his Experiences 


both in Bonds and Sickneſs. 


K ind and very much reſpefed ! 


He poſture of the Lord's own People, even of 
ſuch, who 1n dayes paſt, with greateſt inti- 


| macy, and cndearment, went to the Houſe of God 


in company, bath of late years under thele ſtupen- 


| dous diſpenſations preſented it ſelf ro me much after 
| the ſimilitude of a great Fleet of Ships outward. 


bound, who ſer our of their Port beautifully equip= 


| ped, laden, trimmed, in conlortſhip, and under a ve- 


ry proſperous pronuting gale, all ſpreading their ve. 


| ry Top-gallant, ſayls to ſhew their cclerity and make 


the beſt of their way : A very beautiful and plea» 
ſant proſpect to an eye delighted in ſuch expeditions, 
But having ſtood but a little way in this courſe our 


of ſight of the Countrey from whence they {et forth, 


a dark night and difinal ſtorm overtaking them, they 
are diſperſed all Sca-over 3 a great number being 
nindful of the Pore whence they came, think they 
have a fair opportunity, ' and plauſible excuſe to rc 
wrn again, and draw up with deſign to adventure 
ſuch {torms no more. Others, and they not a few, 
bein confident and conceircd of their own under= 
S 4 ſtanding, 


EE 
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ftanding, do ſhape their courſe to and fro as the wind 
ithifteth, are caſt upon Rocks and Shoals, to the ma. 
king ſhipwrack of Faith and a good Conſcicnce. 
Many others fearing that courſe, think yet by caſting 
their Wheat and Tackling into the Sea, they {hall 
ſomewhat lighten their Ship, and be the better able 
to weather it out, and fo dropping Anchors at the 
wrong end, with for day. Few, very few prefer- 
inz the Intereſt of the great Owner and Fraughter 
beyond their own Lives, ce:ermine to ſtem the 
ſtorm, and preſs toward the Port unto which they 
arc bou 1d, in the tace cf ail dirhculries ; and of thee 
few, Alas, How rarc 1s it, that uewo keep in company 
with intents to ſtrengthen and help cach other as 
they can ! I necd nat make the Application particu- 
larly to ſpiritual chings, the day we live in eives ſad 
evidence of the Truth of all theſe Inſtances 5 and 
now the caſe being thus, how defircable thould it be 
£o ſuch, who in ciſpoſition, dcfire, and endeavour, 
are preſſing forward to meet with good Neighbours, 
who may kcep company, and yield (1f nced be) 
advice, ſupply, or ailftance, nl we all come to 
drop Anchor within the Vale, whither the Fore- 
runncr 13 torus entered, 1 1n this providential co- 
minz-up with one another, 1t might be of any en- 
COUragcment or advantage t9 you, I could at large 
acquaint you, That by the Grace of God, I amwhat ! 
anz; who have grcat occaſion to exalr wonderful lc- 
vins k'ndncſs, that hath helped hitherto fo, as afecr 
five ycar imprifonment, 1n more than five Priſons , 
and 11 718 laſt year above nine months ſickneſs, with 
Sivers tryais of Faith and Patience, ] have never yct 
cn che jeatt ccafon ( & I praile Chriſt my Lord ) ne- 
vcr been uncer an hows iwmptetien, to refine), 
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( 265) | 
or repent of my Teſtimony in Word or Deed to any 
one perſecured Truth of Chriſt, for which I ſuffer ; 
and though my preſent lot be in a place where the 
falt ſharp Air 15 manifeſtly ;ruinous to my health, cx- 
poſing me (more than everI was in my life) to daily 
diſtempers, and under a Sentence of Primunire,and 
in a readineſs. on all occaſions, for threatned Tranſ- 
portation, beſides other threatning and {traitning 
circumſtances z yet under all, is Chriſt as precious 
to my ſoul as eygr, and fo 1s his Cauſe, Work, and 
Inſtitutions, and faithful Children, and every way 
as worthy of my All; as I profelled him to be in 
the greateſt fulnels or plenty of all thinzs 5 neither 
durſt I for my life balk. the lealt Truth of Feſus, 
which 1s to be witneſſed unto, for the obtaining any 
health, liberty, or other accommodations whatever 
nor can I expreſs the conſtant ſatisfaction, and ſome- 
times conſolation that my ſoul 15 made to enjoy int fol- 
lowing God, eſpecially when in my greateſt ficknels, 
about this time twelve month, and at other ſeaſons, 
when I have been ready to ſtep into Eternity 
Thoughts and Pcn cannot fer forth the Peace oaſſh by 
underſtanding, whercyith my foul was poſlefied, in 
reſpect of the preſent Truths of Jeſus Chritt, and 
h1s heart love to me therein, which do to this day. 
abide jn their exccllency,and obligation,engaging my 
foul to love and praiſe the Lord tor his unſpcakable 
oifts of Grace to me herein, who have as tearful, 
cowardly, unbclicving, flotoful, felf-faving, a poor 
cart, as 1 think any poor Chriftian alive 15 peſtred 
withal, In the mention theretore of this, or any 
parc of it, I would not be underſtood to intend the 


propoſing my felt to any high Thouzhts that thould 


be had of ,;me, as if I wereberter than others, or had 
attained 
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attained to any praiſeeworthy, or exemplary degree 
of ſRedfaſtneſt herein ; for I have much more to ſay 
in way of ſclf-judging, humbling, and loathing be- 
fore the Lord 5 but my defign in thus liberty of 
ſpecch, is to engage you to 2 like freedom, and to 
give you in part a Character how you may repreſent 
me to your {elf in your addreſſes before the Lord 
but principally, that hereupon I may take occaſion as 
from experience, the more confiderely ana carneftly 
to bes you, That you would be much in the earch. 
ing = trying your heart and wayes, examining to 
the bottom (iF that work hay layen neelected, as 
in too many 1t doth) how it {ta1+ds betiween the Lord 
and you in point of union, and relation toward each 
other. The diſpenſations that are over us, arc come 
to lay the Ax to the root of every Tree 3 if the root 
be fourid to be rottennefs, the bloſſoms (of an eternal 
Profeilion) will go up like the duſt. Nothing thort 
of true Intereſt in Jcſus Chriſt, laid in real Regene- 
ration, and the renewing of the holy Spirit, will hold 
cut to the end of this tryal to any purpole ; forms of 
Godlincſs will expoſe ro man's wrath, and where 
there wants the Power of it, 1t will expoſe ro Gods 
wrath, whoſe firc is in Son, and Þis furnace in Fers- 

ſalem, Nor will it {uftice that Intereſt in it ſelf, in 
Chriſt, be ſafe, barely conſidered, unleſs allo In- 

fluences from him be obtained, - and Communion 

with him be 1mproved, unto a daily rchgnation to 

him, and walking in the beauties of Holineſs before 

him. Any finful ſhortneſs, ncgket, abarements, 

lofles, of this kind are very perilous in fuch a time 

as this, 1t's one to a thouſand, that 15 uncer decayes 

o! this kin4, and proceeds in a path of it without 

early ſenjc and repentance ; but that word 1s veriticd, 
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Men pather them, they caily fink down into an 
eartily, carnal, ſowre, diſcontented, fearful, heart... 
leſs poſture of ſpirit, and then are unable to make 
wr” x to any temptation, whether to fin, or fink 
ing. They therefore have of all others the advan- 
tage, who by the conſtraints of Faith, and. Love, 
abide cloſe, ſerious, ſpiritual, faithful, conſcientious 
with, and towards the Lord, not ſlothful in bufineſs, 
fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, rejoycing ir 
hope, - patient in tribulation, continuing inftant in 
Prayer. That you may be found in this attire,wait- 
ing for the coming of our Kintg, 15 the fincere defire for 
you of him, who would be glad to. hear from you, 
and to ſerye your ſoul 10 any thing within the com- 
paſs of, | 
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4 a aac, | = be 1n 

FErT 7:20 Þ ey 07Y Fa 4 uch, 
Toa Friend, adviſing to look well —_ 
to'his ſteps, 11 ſome quick turns p the 
Ee 6 F! os rUI6 
of Providence. 3 Ut 


oe. 


Cn 


2 ) Bf, Th: BIT t109 'T, 
An Hiding-place in the Cleft of the Rock, [ings « 
; i; *@S tt Wwe : ®,1 24 ”, ; Xt ent 
| till the Indignation be over-paſt,---De- "E.00ns 


p fired for you, | Y, therr 2 


Honoured and Beloved ! 

Heat ableſſing,. beyoyd compare, ts it to be a 
thoſe lrg things, mentioned, Rev. 4. 8. 
Full of Eyg within, and before, and behind, (v.6. ) |, 

Indetd fo foor: are the turns that the Lord takes, fo 
myſterious are his works, his way in the clouds, and 
paths in the deop waters, that we muſt needs ſay as he, 
Fob 26,14. Lo theſe are part of his wayes, but how 
little a Portion 1s heard of him? the Thunder ofþ;,, ,,; 
kis Power who can underſtand ? When I either look pregter 
back and ſee what hath the Lord wrought ! Or for-Þo., 7 
ward, and think, what preat things ſeem to hover over though! 
1 in Promiſes. The org things are come to paſs, by be ca 
and wew things he doth declare; truly, I have many [4 very 
tremblings 1 my ſelf, Alas ! Who ſhall live when romply 1 
God doth this? On what a ſingle foot have I need hh ar w,; 
fand, bath in point of Hope and Holineſs, that I may Theſ 
preſerve a ſtation undefiled, and not be aſhamed before yg 5:4 
him, at his coming, I was never mare fearing mY failing. 


el omng 


| (pz 
| (elf, and others; than in this half-work , that ſeems to 
be in a capacity df *berag done before us + the bottom ts 
| ſuch, 4: neither Saints nor Shnners methinks durſt ad= 
 E venture much upon ; yet many goon in the” fempheity 
of their hearts, to try if perhaps they may do the leaſt 
ſervice to:help the deſired work, formard to its juſt 
iſſnes, . 1 am apt torhink, you ſee enough of Lamenta« 
ton 11 the diviſians of Reuben,that make ſuch ſearch. 
ings of heart «, the ſame Cloud ( as 1wa ſaying laſt ) 
extends hither, and the Effcits are the ſame 1 ſappoſe 
here and there. They that have gone bard in hand is 
therr mourning hitherto, ſeem neceſſitated to part, and 
et neither ſing nor weep mutually at parting, but a 
firit ſeems to ſunder them that us n0t likely to carry 
them far without miſcarriage, But ut 's no wonder to 
Wee a ſinful Nation, a People laden with tniquity, fuller 
'* bf paſſions than of compaſſiens, divided and loſe one a= 
) other in a ſeaſon, when it ſeems neither day nor mght; 
0 Baud about a work , that ts ſo fitted to ſet out thi mani- 
4 Fold wiſdom of God, as if the Maker of Heaven 
> and Earth bad reſerved bus work , bus ſirauge work ; 
Wis att, bis ſtrange att, till laſt ; and left this wnſcrip- 
Ot brow 07 every fortſtep be takes, Tet he will ſhew bins 
preater works thantheſe, that ye may marvel, Joh. 5. 

"- Þo. They of all, have the crowning mercy, who are 
er thought worthy to have that Righteous man's portion, 
s, ho be called to the foot of God, Ila. 41. 2. Deut. 33. 3. 
2) JA very holy Evangelical large Spirit, #5 only fitted to 
r: komply with what our God #5 doing, Bleſſed are all they 
'4 Bhat wait on bim. ; 
1) | Theſe Parts afford yo Intelligence, only Evil-mey 
T6 land Seducers.wax worſe and worſe; mens hearts are 
ailing for fear, and for looking for the things that are 
eming 0n upon the Earth, while the Powers of Hea- 
ven, 


(270) | 
weng ad the Pillars of the Earth art ſhaking; 1 find Our \ 
few ſeriouſly enquiring is avy other than « ſuperficiaſ}a lit 
Spirit. What ruſt the Rr breons do'? Our very Cha. what 
rater ſeems to bez a P wor vord of counſel. I am, he ha 
41 | proce 
Yours, in ſpiritual affeRion knirÞ<ctcr 
to you, waiting to obtain and e: 
relation to you #n all the” 3 
wil of our King. unto 
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The Lord be your ſhade upon your Right 
5, that 


_ Hand. 
(I) Dear! d, un: 


Have ſometimes had Inſtruction, and conceive$nd wil 

engagement from that word, 2 Kiwgs 3. 16, 17Þ every 
co dig pits till the ran fili che pools 3 Ye ſhall not ſefrength 
wind, neither ſhall ye ſec rain, yet the valley ſhall tþ«cnt © 
filled with water, that ye may drink, &c. The latten enfo 
dayes work hath Promilcs prepared, and proportioÞ look : 
ned to a defign of magnitying the Naked Arm qllible t 
God, in the ſpoyling the Glory, ſealing up the hanqlant, | 
and hiding pride of every man. And this advantaggsht har 
have we beyond our Predeccflors, that the Lord hatÞpectari 
made eminent, evident advances upon this Work ivr, uy 


QU 


—__— _ 
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Toa Friend, with Arguments fo 


Patient waiting. 


( 27x 
| our view and remembrance chin g1ven Us, as in 
Ja little Map, a lively deſcription and teſtimony of 
{what he both can _ will do for his Names ſake,and 
he having been at work in a way of Wonders, nay, 
proceeding to do very terrible things ; ſtill he cx. 
Jpecterh we ſhould be following him, in a Faith 
and expectation of great zhings, Jocl 2.21. That 
vas a very good advice, Job 5, 8, &c. 1 would ſeek 
Bynto God, and unto God would 1 commit my cauſe ; 
a hich doth great things, and nnſearchable, marvellous 
hings her number, mho giveth rain upon the 
arth, and ſendeth waters upoy the Fields, to ſet up oy 
" Pgh thoſe that be lew, that theſe which mourn may 
je exalted to ſafety. (verſ.16.) So that the poor 
wh Hope, and Tviquity ſfloppeth her mouth. This is a 
tay wherein the Lord's great Conteſts, ſeem to be 
irawing towards a determination and period, all 
ntercſts - and Preparations ſeem haftning their march 
t oward the Valley of Decifion. Thither bring down 
by Mighty ones, O God! :Ah ! how ſhould we 
& wakening up our ſclves, and others, to look abour 
5, that we be not found naked, unclothed, unwarn< 
d, unarmed, and the day over-take us, as It may 
vegnd will do others, at unawarcs! How may we ice 
x7Þ every quarter, Idolatrous and Prophane perſons, 
+ ſerengrhning and ſtretching one another to the utmoſt 
} i&xccnt of Abomimation ; and thould not this yield 
itn enforcing Argument to quicken us up for Chriſt, 
rtioÞ look and lay about us, to engage as many as 18 
m dÞſlible to be on the Lord's fide, hvely, valiant, vi- 
andilant, with the Arm and Armour of God on the 
\ragdeht hand and on the left 5 .as thoſe who arein an 
hat pectation of following the Lamv on the Mount 
rk 1&3 under thoſe Yorgin qualuications, as yg Heoer 
Ou TCM 
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chem Called, Choſen, (a Faithful : And that to this 
end, we admit not impretſions to be made on our Spi- 
rits to the abatements either of our Light or Life in 
following on to know the Lord, from either our fear 
at the ſwellings of Fordan without, or offence, vexa- 
tion, or inordinate grief and diſpondency at the diſ- 
cords and inconſiſtencies of the Saints within : I 
muſt confeſs this Priſon hath produced a freſh tr yal 
of Spirit rome, of late, beyond what hithertoT have 
ordinarily obſerved, and experienced it, to ſee the 
abounding encreafing filthineſs of this prophane Fa- 
mily, the Governors and Governed in it, being ſe 
upon the impudence of Abomination,not only flight- 


1 


ing and hating Reproof, but daring us and Heavenſ 3» c 
with their Oaths, Curſes, Singing, Roaring, Rage Pro 
ing, &c. inſomuch as were not the goodneſs of God preſ 
and of his Cauſe, a relieving ſupport,the place would any , 
become a Priſon indeed 5 bur this I take to be bu; Car} 
as a little Scheme of a great World of Wickedneſs{ #ſag, 
How great 1s that Grace, that gives ground to ſay true} 
We know we are of God, while the poor World lic ment 
thus in wickedneſs! Ah poor Exgland! Oh thaſ #t, 4 
my head were waters ! — neſsa 
over t 

Yours, Fc, ſuffer 

| deare» 
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mmm, 


Toa Friend, encouraging to ſted- 
faſtneſs. 


Light ariſing out of obſcurity and darkneſs. 


My honoured Friend! 


He principal intendmeut of this, #8 to let yors 
know,that through Grace 1 am preſerved alive, 

12 the midſt of many cooling and killing diſpenſations of 
Providence, et hath not the length nor ſtrength of the 
preſſures been hitherto admitted to draw my Soul into 
any diſlike of the hand that layes them on, or of the 
Carſe for which (at mens hand) 1 endure this hard 
uſage ; but the more [ am led cither to behold the 
true principles of this Cauſe, or the gracious engage- 
ments and endearments of the heart of Chriſt in and t9 
it, and to thoſe who in a ſpirit of Faith ard faithful. 
neſs adhere toit, and are the Confeſſors of it, or to call 
over the gracious experiences that my ſelf and fellow= 
ſufferers in other places bave had and teſiified, the 
dearer hathit, axdevery part and pornt of ut been,made 
unto me, and the mare confidently am [ ſatisfied, that 
the Lord will appear to the jhame of thoſe, Prophars, or 
Profeſſors, who are either the open enemies, or ſecret 
betrayers of it, and weakzers of the Friends and Fa- 
wourites thereof > And truly, I wiſh your ſoul may 
ſtand at due diſtance "rom any defilements ard mixtures 
of this kind, which are apt to ſteal tn inſenſibly upon 
ſpirits, irfluensed euher with the Fear er Love of 
| T Crea- 
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Creatrres, in this ſtaggering and back-ſuding hour of 
temptation, wherein men's politick and prudential con- 
trivances to preſerye themſelves from danger, hath 
abundantly weakned and waſted the Courage, rf ot the 
Conſcience of Teſtifying Duty. 1t's of no ſmall ad- 
vantage (1 find by bleſſed experience ) to be giving 
daily diligence, in obſervation, how nearly and firmly 
the great Concerns of the Lord s Glory in hu Works 
«nd Wayes, are related tothe Lord Feſws, in bis raiſed 
ard exalted capacity, and how diretlly the weight of 
them all, reſts upon his ſhoulders who zs mighty to bear; 
#nd with what infinite wiſdom, and according to what 
an exatt platform of eternal courſel, all theſe ſeeming 
Meanders and Lahborynths of exterioar tranſallions, 
are managed, according to the integrity of hus heart, 
and the shalfulneſs of his hand, who is wonderful 1: 
counſel, and excellent in working. In the Faith and 
Hope of this, the Soul of a Beleever hath gracious 1- 


witations and engagement to return toits reſt, knowing 


that 1 quictneſs and confidence ts 1ts ſtrength, and are 
& the ſecrets of a Preſence-Chamber for it, till theſe 
calamities be over-paſt ; and though it lock, on, but 
cannot interpret figns in Heaven, and on the Earth 
perplexity, diſtreſs of Nations, the Sea and Waves 
roaring, through approaching woe to the Inhabiters of 


the Earth axd of the Sea; yet it can acquieſce in the 


infallible knowledge of that Interpreter, one among a 


rhſand, who ts concerned in all theſe things ergaged | þ 


by Covenant , ax reſotved in ablolute WIll, ro bring a- 
bout, ia the beſt time aud way, the Ends of his Glory, 
«#4 its bleſſedneſs, ina moſt ſweet harmony aud con 
{W9CH0, 


(any. 

Thu ſajing to the righteows, It ſhall go well with 
them; and commanding their flultuating tempeſturns 
ſouls into a calm, #s yet very far from inducing them 
rs that carnal ſectrity and idleneſs, wherein tyrd 
Profeſſors are apt to wrap and bleſs themſelves, con= 
cluding, we mnſt leave publick. things to Providence, 
and retire into cloſſet-converſe with our ſelves and 
the Lord, things good in themſelves, but uſually a- 
buſed into the generating of a private, ſelviſh, narrow 
frame of Spirit, unfit to ſerve God in onr generation, 
by Converting Sinners, Edifying Saints, or ſavy; f 
themſelves from an untoward and adnlterow generati- 
0n,by a faithful teſtimony. That the contrary hereunto 
-1ay be your bleſſed lot, namely, largneſs of Hear: like 
the Sand onthe Sea-ſhore, accompanied with clearneſs 
of hand, and a Spirit cleuſed by the Blood, and [ct 
ree by the Spirit of the Goſpel, 35 the earneſt deſire for 
10, of bim, who us 

Yours, aſſuredly. 


Theſe Parts yield little, only freſh gazing on a new 
Blazing-Star in the Eaſt; and divers talks of the 
beantifnl Star in the Weſt; few think of the Star of 
Jacob, that _ Morning-Star : they who over- 


come ſhall bave him as a certain fore-runner and prog- 


f noſtick, of a Morning wuthont Clouds, they mu$F be up 


early, who look to be viſited with the comfortable 
beams of it, Evenio, Amen. 


1ſt. of the 2d. month, 65. 


a —— 


Another 
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Another to the like effect. 


Supplies of every good thing from the 
Shepberd and Stone of 1ſrael. 


Dear Heart ! 

TT is in my defire for you, that you may obtain the 

favour of a marked Mourner, ſecuring you from 
approaching Plagues, and reſerving you for expected 
Salvation among the Palm-bearing throng, who only 
are competent to learn the new ſong, as one of the 
One hundred forty tour thouſand, that are redecmed 
from the Earth. And though you are fed with the 
Bread of Afiction, and Warters of Adverfity (and 
that alſo by meaſure and ſtealch) yer you may not 
want tlc fatis/actory f1ght anc 1-aring of a Teacher, 
that may guide you into all Truth, as 1t1s1n {clus, 
kceping you upright in this fazgerinz day, when fo 
man” reel to the richt hand, and to the ler, I con- 
fcſs, ſometimes 1 have hopeſul 2<pcctations of ſeeing 
{ome ſuch cttcct as this of ll tiicte {aings, ſome of 
them of unc.erſtanding ': all all co try them, and to 
purge and make them whitz, cven to the tinie of the 
end 3 but yct, 1: zs afearful thing th:15:0 fall into the 
bands of the Liv;ae Gord, My lye'tiat promotes bis 
Glory, makes mc 1:0 whit lefs a 1:1ncr 5 or my doing 
evil, chat good may come thereby. I think I was 


nmntng to you laſt time, the Cauttwn the Loxd hat! 
nunitred to me, by Prov, 25. 26. 
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falling down before the wicked, ts a5 atroubled fonn. 
tain, and a corrupt ſpring, detrimental and infectious 
to all that have any thing to do with him. The ac- 
compt that you give of the Wall of the Daughter of 
$109, ruch-hke his, Neh. 2,13. which was once 
luch an inviting proſpect, Pſal.48.12,13, would en- 
gage to that Out-cry, Lam.2.18, 19. bur that there 
is hope in her end, That: her Children ſhall return, 
though now they are not ; her dead men ſhall live 
rogether,this dead body thall ariſe, A review therc- 
fore of her from the munition of Rocks,ſutable to thar 
Landſchip,1ſa. 33-29, &c. 15 becoming the Children 
ofthe King z bur eſpecially hath ir been of uſe to me, 
to feed upon that diicovery, made of the temper of 
his heart, who is principally intereſted and concern- 
ed 1n all theſe mutations, He ſhall not fail, nor be diſ- 
couraged, till he have ſet Fudgment un the Earth, Iſa. 
42. 4, The youths th4ll faint and grow weary, and 
young-men utterly tail ; they who ſtand _ their 
youthful vigour and greenneſ;, may and thall give 
way 3 bur he who hath ſuch cngagements with him, 
and for him, as werſ. 5, 6. he waits without weari- 
neſs, and expects without impatience, till ys enemics 
be made his foot{tool. A tellowthip through faith in 
in his Spirit, wall turnith to a ſimilitude 1n his pati- 
ence, to a bcing armed with the ſaine inind that was 
in him. 


Reſts , 


Yours, dearly. 
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To a Friend upon the death of a 
Zealous, Faithful, and there- 
fore Perſecuted Servant of the 
Lord, 


WW here # the Lord God of Elijah ? 


My truc Friend ! 

1” comes to my lot, to take you now by the bard, 

though you may juſily and earneſily challenge and 
expett it from a righter and more unſtrutted heart and 
hand, who being under deep preſſures, and conſidering 
there ts a time to be ſilent(eſpecially when put to ſhame) 
& well 44 a ume toſpeak,; ts not eaſily drawn forth to 
any thing of this nature, till he can recover a little 
ſirength, waited for, to comfort others with the ſame 
cons) orts wherewith himſelf hath been (when he hath 
been) comforted himſelf of the Lord ; dreading efpe. 
cially ander ſuch a diſpenſation to utter any thing raſh- 
iy ; knows that to ſpeak, his troubles, will add lutle to 
the allaying of yours, and that ,45 Vinegar upon Nutre, 
will bethe ſinging ſongs to an heavy heart, his own or 
others ; wiſhech therefore hs preſent ſilence may hav? 
x0 worſe guterpretation,than the ſeven dayes ſilence of 
Jod's Frieads, wha anſwered him 20t a word when the} 
ſaw bis argu 1 45 exceeding great, and ther own 
W435 12t very {men Thy Inicreft of words (eeerly 
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ſuch ) can be of little ſigmfication, while the things 
themſelves ſpoken of, are manifeſtly abſent, Perhaps 
we have ſpoken enough, if not too much for our part , 
now God is come to ſpeak bis part, which requires 
much quiet attention, the rather for that though it be 
very loud, yet very myiFerious, and deep, as are many 
of the Oracles of Ged ; thoſe eſpecially wherein he de- 
ſigns to manifeſt himſelf to his, and not tothe Warld, 
I could for my own part alſo lay bold on the like ex- 
emption, and ſilent retirement , as moſt befitting my pre= 
ſent ſlate and frame, altogether entangled and per- 
plexed, and preſumnng that you have at band to help 
»ot only the preſence of the great promiſed Comforter, 
who can ſupply all your wants, but alſo the ſecondary 
ſupplement of many worthy Ones, who have received 
the Anonting, and thereby the Tongue of the Learn- 
ed, to fpeak words in ſeaſon : From you we have hi. 
therto recerved the accounts given of the gradual ſteps 
of him, who workgth all things according to the coun. 
ſel of his own Will; mn the ſeveral gradations where- 
in we have not been wanting,as enabled,to pour ont our 
hearts before him who was able to help, and are now 
enquiring why he hath appeared as being angry with 
the Prayers of hs People, _— himſelf with a 
Cloud that they could not get throngh, If any diſtixf] 
anſwer be given, you may expect to hear of it. In 
mean time that, Ila.g7.1. i before u995 verified, not 
only*in the looſe generation of Profeſſors, who ſeem 
oreatly bardened and eſtranged from the Intereſt of 
therr chiefe$t mercies; but to true, even amovg theſe 
who (eem to be moſt tenderly touched with affettionate 
ſenſe of preſent privations, and preſſures of all kinds 3 
right laying ts heart, and due conſiderations of ſuch 
ſtupendous works of God, =: 1n their preſest weight 
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To a Friend upon the death of a 
Zealous, Faithful, and there- 
fore Perſecuted Servant of the 
Lord, 


IV bere # the Lord God of Elijah ? 


My truc Friend ! 
F comes to my lot, to takg you now by the band, 
though you may juſily and earneſily challenge and 
expett jt from a righter and more unſtretted heart ayd 
hand, who being under deep preſſures, and conſidering 
there 15 a time to be ſilent(eſpecrally when put to ſhame) 
& well 44 a ume to ſpeak. ts ot eaſily drawn forth to 
any thing of this nature, till he can recover a little 
firength, waited for, to comfort others with the ſame 
cons) orts wherewith himſelf bath been (when he hath 
been) comforted himſelf of the Lord ; dreading efpe. 
cially under ſuch a diſpenſation to utter any thing raſh- 
iy ; knows that to ſpeak his troubles, will add little to 
the allaying of yours, and that ,as Vinegar upon Nutre, 
will be the ſingirg ſongs to an heavy heart, his own or 
others; wiſheth therefore hts preſent ſilence may have 
xo worſe ynterpretation,than the ſeven dayes ſilence of 
Tod's Friends, wha au{wered him tot a word when the 
ſaw bis ar-gurſy Wes guceeding great, and thety ow» 
W:35 123 Very ſrl, The Inicret of words (weer!; 
[tcÞ) 
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ſuch) can be of little ſigmfication, while the things 
themſelves ſpoken of, are 'manfeſily abſent, Perhaps 
we bave ſpoken enough, if not toa much for our part, 
ow God 1s come to ſpeak bis part, which requires 
much quiet attention, the rather for that though it be 
very loud, yet very mySterious, and deep, as are many 
of the Oracles of God ; thoſe eſpecially wherein he de- 
ſigns to manifeſt himſelf to his, and not tothe World. 
I could for my own part alſo lay hold on the like ex- 
emption, and ſilent retirement , as moſt befitting my pre= 
ſent ſlate and frame, altogether entangled and per- 
plexed, and preſuming that you have at band to help 
not only the preſence of the great promiſed Cemforter, 
who can ſupply all your wants, but alſo the ſecondary 
ſupplement of many worthy Ones, who have received 
the Anointing, and thereby the Tongue of the Learn- 
ed, to Speak words in ſeaſon : From you we have hi. 
therto received the accounts grven of the gradual ſteps 
of him, who workgth all things according to the coun. 
ſel of his own Will; inthe ſeveral gradations where- 
in we have not been wanting,as enabled,to pour ont our 
hearts before him who was avle to help, and are now 
enquiring why he hath appeared «4 being angry with 
the Prayers of hs People, — himſelf with 4 
Cloud that they could not get throngh, If any diſti| 
anſwer be given, you may expect to hear of it. In 
mean time that, Ila.g7.1. #5 before u145 verified, not 
only in the looſe generation of Profeſſors, who ſeem 
oreatly hardened and eſtranged from the Intereſt of 
their chiefeft mercies; but to true, even among theſe 
who (cem to be moſt tenderly touched with affettionats 
ſenſe of preſent privations, and preſſures of all kinds ; 
right laying ts heart, and due conſiderations of ſuch 
ftupendores works of Gad, = 11 their preſest werght 
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and future warmngs # veryrare, and require extra- 
ordinary teaching and condutt,that neither on one hand 
we deſpiſe, or on the other faint, when thus chaſtiſed 
by him. Your cry for help hence, mu#t be returned 
with the ſame wportunity, ye alſo helping by Prayer 
to God for us, who though at ſome perſonal diſtance, 
are yet in ſome ſort of Sympathy preſſed ( if not above 
meaſure, aud beyond ſtrength ) yet to the wtmoit de- 
grees of what is hitherto received ; yet wiſdom and 
firength are with him with whons we have to do, who 
bath graciouſly put himſelf under promiſe, that as the 
day 1s, the ſtrength ſhall be, The Lord prepare us for 
learning, harping, ſinging the new ſong, which is the 
peculiar melody of them redeemed from the Earth, 
which admits of #9 interruption from Thuxdrings, 
Earthquakes, Tempeſts, Voices ; though they proceed 
out of the Throne, and are ſubſervient tothe Ends of 
Ves 


Yours, heartily, + 
" 2 of the | a 
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Another on the ſame occaſion, 


Garments of Gladneſs, for the Spirit of 
Heavimeſs. 


My dear Sifter ! 


Hile there 1s a Spirit in Heaven, influencing 
ſpiritual Believers upon Earth 1n their frail 
capacities, thar Word wall have its verity among 
them, though abſent trom one another in the body 
(how great ſoever their diſtance, and how dark ſo- 
ever their circumſtances may be) yet are they preſent 
in the Spirit, joyning not only in rejoycing, while 
ordcr and ſtedfattncis in the Faith are manifeſt, but 
alſo in atthction ana mourning where knowledge 1s 
imparted (or though bur ſuppoſed ) of the hand of 
the Lord touching and bruiſing, cſpecially in the moſt 
render part, and on ſpiritual occaſtons, fuch hath 
been the fellokhip of the Spirit (through Grace I 
truſt) in my ſoukwyrth you under the very heavy re- 
buke of the AlmigMy,wherewith you have been cx- 
erciſed, elpeci ate dayes, on divers accounts, 
both perſonal, domeſtick, in the Church of Chriſt, 
where you walk in the whole S1oy of God ; and as 
in the Nation it ſclf, having a righ: and relation to 
its weitare, or deſolations, as I allo am tully ſatisfied 
you have had with mein diyers proofs that have been 
put upon my Faith and Patience as tar as they have 
COINC 
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come to your cognizance z and I hope the ſame Grace 
will not only teach us to be tender, but mutually 
helpful cach to other toward the underſtanding and 
complyance more fully with our Father's mind in 
theſe {tupendous diſpenſations, ſo as his ends upon 
us may be actually furthered in the promotion of the 
power and beauties of Holineſs. Unto which iflues, 
though godly ſorrow working Repentance never to 
be repented of, hath a very dire& tendency, and 
humbling our ſelves greatly under the mighty hand of 
God, is the ſtraiteſt ſtep rowards the beſt exaltation 
1n due time: Yet when I read the preſent temper 
(and its tendency) of my own heart, and alſo ob- 
ſerve in yours, and others late lines upon this heart- 
breaking occaſion, to what exceſs of ſadneſs, fear, 
diſcouragement, and even diſpondency, we are apt 
to yield the Tempter advantage to triumph over us, 
and hardly recover our ſelves to a jealous thought, 

that there is any conſiderable danger in the exceſs on 

that hand,but thart it 1s a kind of vertue to refuſe to be 
comforted;Ifay,in ſuch obſervations my heart hath bin 
ſmitten with reproof,and ſomewhat awakned to ſtand 
upon its watch avainſt incurſions on that quarter, let 

Satan ſhould get an advantace on us, who ſhould not 

be ignorant of his enterprizes. - It's true, we have 

loſt a Prince and great man in 1ſrae/ this day, But 
who was his Father ? 1 Sam. x0. 12. was It not the 

Father of Spirits,with whom the reſidue of rhe Spi- 

rit is, and who can at his pleaſure ſet a man over the 

Congregation ; Know we not where 1s the Lord God 

of Eltjah, 1s he not in Heaven, and can do what- 

ever he pleaſeth ? Is not his Spirit in Promiſe ? Are 
not all the Promiſes of Chritt Yea and Amen ? Doth 
not the time of the Promiſe draw mg of that grand 
culion 
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effuſion of the Spirit of Elzjah, that ſhall raiſe the 
Witneſſes, revive the Works, lift up the Standard, 
break the Yoke ? have not ſome ſprinklings of the 
Spirit been found up and down 1n our dayes, and 
ſhould it not be owned as a token for good; and tur. 
ned to us for a Teſtimony, that the Harveſt is not 
far off ? Are not thele diſcouraging complainings 
of ours, much of the ſame kind, and go upon the 
ſame miſtakes, and may righteouſly flue in the fame 
diſmiffions to us from furthcr ſervice, as it was with 
Elijah in his fainting fir, after he had ated in fo full 
a gale of the Spirit juſt before, that now he com- 
plains, They bave killed the Prophets, &c, and f 4 
even 1 am left alone, and my life 1s ſought alſo 
What am [I better than my Fathers? We know the 
Anſwer of God to him, which I truſt is true at this 
day, There is yct a remnant according to the Electi- 
on of Grace, and Seed that ſhall ſerve him, and 
{hall be accounted with him for a Generation. The 
Fathers, where are they ? and do the Prophets, the 
Worthies live for ever ? Why cry we out of loſs ? 
God hath not /ofF them, God took them, they all 
live to God, they are cver with the Lord. We have 
not loſt them, unleſs they that {Icep in Chriſt are 
periſhed 3 we ſhall go to them ſhortly, though they 
thall not return to us; We thall fit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob; they have not loſt 
themſelves, they are found 1n Chritt : to die is gain - 
to be with Chriſt 1s far better 3 Death 15 theirs, be. 
cauſe they are Chritts, The work of God hath not 
loſt them, if we take it in its moſt capacious com. 
prehenfive acceptation. God hath a Will to be done 
not in Farth, but alſo in Heaven 3 they are not dif- 
miſled from the King's bufinels, who are called from 


the 
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the Camp to the Cour:, advanced from being Soul- 
diers, to be Privy Counſellors. God hath a great 
Family in Heaven, and Earth, and many Vellels ; 
ſome above in honour, ſome below in diſhonour. It 
God have fully purged any, who can grudge them 
to be tranſlated as Veſlels unto honour, ſanctihcd 
and meet for the Maſter's immediate uſe, &c. Bc- 
ſides, look on the Work as it is below, it muſt be 
granted, That if it muſt alwayes proceed according 
to one mcaſure or manner, by a line that we have 
made ready to our Lord's hand ; thenew1i.l the Work 
be deficient, and ſufter loſs, when thoſe that we lay 
{treſs upon are taken away, and others cannot be 
found preſently to clap into their places 3 bur 1f the 
Work be the Lord's, and receiveth various appcatr- 
ances and repreſentations, according to the counlel of 
hs own Will, and yet in all go ſtrait forward ; 
then humbling acts palling on it, changing its beautt- 
ful appearance, laying it ſometimes low, in a low 
place, making the fatnels of its fleth lean and thin, 
are not to be accounted loſs, or ar a dead ſtand, by 
ſuch poor worms as we, that can judge oi ſuch things 
oniy by appearance, 

Tic wheel of divine Actings went alwayes {treight 
forward, Exch. 1.9, 12. and returned not when 
they went 5 winther the Spirit was to go they went 5 
and yer that work that gocs alwaycs ftreigh: torward, 
hath not alwayes liftings up above the Earth, nay, 
many times ftandcth (Hil, verſ, 21, Yet God 15 not 
Nack concerning his Pronafes, nor Retrograde con- 
cernin? his Work. Gideon may have too many, but 
God had never too few to do his worx by 3 there 18 
no reſtraint to tac Lord to fave by many, or by no 
nioht, Well, when Moſes my Servant ts dead, 
[oth.1,2 
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Joſh.x.2, and that atthe ſtraits of proud ſwelling 
Fordan, what fhall poor Fofhna ( a Servant, a 
ſlightcd inferiour ) do? Why, he muſt be ſtrong 
and of a good courage, verſ,'6.. Only be ſtrong, | 
and very couragious, wverſ. 7.. have not I command- | 
ed thee to be ſtrong and of a good. courage, be not | 
afraid nor diſmay'd, werſ. 185 So Dent. 31.6, 7, 

8. ſuch ſweeping diſpenſations thar , fall upon che 

choiceſt men of 1ſrae/, are apt to invade the cou- 

rage of the Remnant that 1s left, againſt which 

as Grace makes ſpecial proviſion to Jay in matters for 

ſupport, it concerns us faithfully to draw it out : 

Be of good courage, and God ſhall ſtrengthen your | 
hearts, all ye that cruſt in the Lord, 


Reſts, 


Yoars, affeftionately, 


for Chrifts ſake. 
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Toa Friend, upon the Releaſe of 
ſome, who had been divers years 
Impriſoned.” | 


Dear Friend ! 


Am glad if thoſe Friends come fafe on ſhore ; if 

there be nothing of a Witneſs to be look'd at in 
ſuch a lot, 1t's good to get to Land with all ſpeed : 
bur if there be any thing of our being ſet, for the de- 
fence (or Apology) of the Goſpel, Phil,1.17. though 
but in the ſmalleſt point of ic, 1t may be very hazard- 
ous ſhifting places, As 27. 31. 1 Sam, 22. 23» 
X Cor. 9. I5, 16. If God look for a man in the gap, 
though but to defend a picce of Barley, x Chrox.11. 
I3, T4. or though but of Lentiles, 2 Sam. 23. 11, 
12, If it be any part of the Heritage of Iſrael ; 
it will not be cafie anſwering that quettion, when 
found in a way of eſcaping, hat doſt thou here Eliah? 
Ir needs grea: care and caution to come out of Egypt 
well lecavencd, when the moſt are making haſte, that 
they may not die 1n the pit. When will that Roman 
grcatnels be out-thone by Ctviſtian Nobllity of 
Spirit? Acts 16. 37, 
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Upon occaſion of a Token of 


ſmall value in Proviſtons,ſent to 
him, and his fellow Priſoners. 


Unto our Brethren and Friends in the bonds 


and bowels of the Goſpel, whoſe bearts 
have made them willing, under the boun- 
teous Influences of the God of Iſrael, 
zo comfort the bearts of the unworthy 
Priſoners of the Lord in Plymouth 
Iſland, by a Coſtly Preſent, and to 
every one that hath contributed or helped 
there, to a tender groan, or the value 
of a cup of cold water, be a large recom- 
pence of Reward given in Grace, and 
aſcertained in Glory, by him who is not 
unfaithful to forget ſuch labour of Love 
ſnewed to his Name. 


Beloved and cftecned, as is meet inthe Lord ! 
\ Lthough we are hitherto detained from the perſo- 


nal and porticular knowledge of you by Name, 


/; counſels and care have been concerned i this 


liberal 
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liberal expreſſion of your Sympathy, with a few pur 
undeſerving creatures ; in which matter we conld be 
glad to recerve diſtintt information, as far as ſuch " 
defire might be thought modeſt in 4 to atk , and be 
expedient for you to grant, to the end that our Suppli. 
cations for you, and Applications to you, might be more 
dirett and particular. Yet ere that come to hand, and 
le Matth. 6. 3. may have influenced, (though we 
think the reaſon of it binds nat in this caſe ) We 
thought it lay on us, not to forbtar the preſent acknow- 
ledgment, ſuch as it ts, ( at leaſt as a fore-runner to 
what we ſhould be willing to offer more particularly ) 
that hereby you might be informed, that through the 
Lords Providence, the whale of it came ſafe to hand, 
aud by his Grace, we hope the heavenly voice in it hath 
( and through your Prayers) will yet have a more 
effeflual acceſs to our hearts, to lay us under thoſe 0b- 
ligations, to a faithful, chearful, unwearied truſtiry 
in him, ard waiting on hins at all times, which w: 
are ſatisfattorily perſwaded was the deſign of your de- 
wiſing thoſe liberal things for w. Under which ex. 
gagements we reckon our ſelves bound at leaſt to giv 
you ſome account of our ſelves in the preſent reſpect, 
That if it may be onr rejoycing each tn other, may b: 
rexdred more reciprocal, we comforted together with 
you by the mutual Faith aud Love both of you and 4, 
And firſt of all, we wiſh you knew that nuder the 12: 
rieties and wviciſitndes of exerciſes wherewith our 
Heavenly Father hath ſeen 900d to prove and CYY 3 
for ſome years together, leading us 17 ſome paths, a4 
under ſome diſappointments in our Cresrnre-concerni 
and accommodations, that we thought n9t of, aud h:: 
nt trod with our feet in dayes paſt ; Vet hitherto bat 
hu bountiful Proviſion and tender Care 2ver us ex 6 


"we 
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it ſelf in a diſhingmſhing manner, and many times to 
our admiration, 4 hitherto our Bread hath not fail- 
ed, but hath bee« given to 1411 due ſeaſon, and our 
Waters have been ſwre ; ſothat knowing how little we 
are yet futed to bear, as a Father pittieth his (hildren 
in their low eſtate, he hath not proved us with hunger 
or with ſtrarghts, nor called us up to approve onr ſelves 
his Witneſſes un neceſſities, 11 three, &'c. but our 
lot hath rather bees to partake of the fat, and ſweet, 
ard ſoft, inſomuch as if he put that Queſtion to ug, to 
be reſolved according to that expreſs lueral ſenſe of it 5 
When I ſent you forth on the Services and Sufferings 
that attend your Teſtimony, and you knew nor whither 
you went ; Lacked you anything ? We mnit anſwer, 
Nothing, Lord, bnt in that reſpeft have in hand, or 
we __ in ſome degree of ſweet ſatsfattion, we have 
all, and abound, ard are full, by the favour of him 
who giveth us all things richly to enjoy, and s (we 
would humbly hope ) teaching us in whatſoever ſtate 
we are, therewith to be content. $S0 that at many of 
the firange preveutions of loving-kindneſs; even in 
things of thus ſort, we are often made with admiration 
to cry out, What us this to w,Lord ! Is this after the 
manner of men, O God { Is this a Priſon! If we 
ſhould bave ſought a Priſon in @ Priſon theſe ſix or 
ſeven years, Have we yet found it ! Whatever others 
in the ſame fellowſhip of bonds with us have found, we 
rau5t ſay, for our parts, That as we have eſcaped the 
Sword, and we hope the Palutions of the Adyerſary, 
ſo w! have found great Grace un the Wilderneſs for his 
People, bus Choſen. The which we mention, not 


only that we may prazsſe the Lord together, while ye 
obſerve that we receive not, nor accept. not ſo thank 


fully your Preſent reſpect of negd, through that an. 
"8 ſheakable 
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ſpeakable gift and care of his who bath hitherto con- 
tinued the Bread of the day in its day; but that here- 
withal we might take hold of an ap: occaſion to take you 
by the hand, and lead you with alittle the more en- 
couragement up axd down in theſe wayes of the Lord, 
wherein we muſt ſing, Great hath been the goodneſs of 
our God, even in the experiences that we have paſſed 
prattically through, in the Detlrine aud Profeſſion 
whereof we had been trained up, in our years of plenty 
ard proſperity ; ſo that we muſt ſay, The Land # wa we 
have been ſent to ſþy out, even in the ſlraiteſt paſſages 
of it, 4s far as our Father aſſigned ws to follow him 1n, 
& avery good Land ; and if we rebel not againſt the 
Lord, bnt abide with him, thoſe very circumſtances 
that at adiſtance ſeem like ſons of Anak, and walls 
reaching up to Heaven, apt to eat up the Inhabitants, 
are well able to be overcome,aud will be found Bread for 
2,while we land and feed in the ſtrength of the Lord, 
ard inthe majeſty of the Name of the Lord our Ged ; 


ſo that theſe Serpents at a diſtance, from which we are | 


apt to flee, are found tobelieving, but arod (and that 
a rod of God too) when takin 1n the band, And conld 
we come forth to you in Truth aud Evidence, as wiſe 
ard right improvers of the ſenſible experiments we have 
atlzally found, taſted, ſeen, and handled hitherto of thu 
fort ; aud that the ſavour of theſe excellent things had 
wot been diminiſhed in theſe ſouls of ours, through too 
much. a 1n obſervent,careleſs,carthly diſpoſition brivs- 
17.6 6 down from our advantagts of excellengy; we 
ampght ſpeak more loudly to you than now we can, Oh. 
taſle and ſee that the Lord ts good, bleſſed are they tha! 
prt their truſt in him ! The Lions ( among whom wt 
dwell ) do want and ſuffer hunger ; bat they that fear 
the Lord, lack, nothing that ts gooj. In the midſt © 
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their ſufficiency they are 11 ſtraits, while in the ſtraits 
(deſigned to wear out the prople of the Saints of the moſt 

igh) there 1s a proviſion made of ſufficiency; be ye 
therefore ſtrong, and very ſirong, ard very couragions, 
and Godſhall ſtrengthen your hearts. 

And now for a thankful acknowled gement though 
it may not be interpreted as an) requital of your holy 
ltberality, What ſhall we farther ſay ? than that we 
do (as we are able) bring the matter tn our requeſts and 
thanksgivings unto him, who 1s able to make all Grace 
abound toward you, All-ſufficiency in all things may a- 
bond to every good work, being enriched tn every 
thing to all bountifulneſs, which cauſeth in us thanks 
givings unto God, And this we beg on your behalf, 
not as if we deſired a gift, or that it ſhould be ſo agatn 
done tons, knowing that there are many watery faces 
everywhere requiring Bread to be caſt uy9n them, as 
urder far greater neceſſity than our ſelves : But a4 hg= 
ving perſwaſiou (and ſome ſmall experience) what a 


| great recompence 1t 15 11 ſuch caſe to have the mouth 


and hand opened, from the hearts being enlarged with 
thoſe expatiativg Graces ard Vertnes of the Spirit of 
the New Teſtament, that conſtitute a true largeneſs of 
hear: like the Sand on the Sea-(hove, and to encreaſe 
that preatzeſs, that us proportionate to the large diſco- 
veries of believing, dorng, ſuffering-Grace, and Prepa- 
rations for expected Glory. Trorder tort, we acſire for 
y2u all, ard intreat you to preſs ard purſue after, 
(1) Greater advances toward inewnefſs of neart ; the 
ol4 heart will be as old bottles, and an o!d parment that 
will not comport with the new Wine which 15 yet mthe 
(luſter, and a bleſſing init, thongh men attempt to de- 
{troy it. And this ts not only a newneſs of ſtate, but a 


| 7 ; 7j jt 
o Irewneſs alſo of frame, by neans waercet the 1,ner-1man 
\/ 


v- 3 may 


- 


: 
E 
i} 

4 


ge 


| 9 
jray paſs under experimental renewings day by day,even 
the renewings in the Spirit of your minds, by which the 
Truths, Wayes, and Works of the Lord,the King, may 
bave an intimate acceſs aud abundant enterance into 
your own ſouls, and you into them, in their veriue, do- 
mn, and power, (2) Greater approaches in a way 
of beavenlineſs and nearneſs to the Lord, at diſtance 
rom the ſpirit of this evil World 5 where the World ts 
ſet in the heart, the God of this World will be quickly 
filling it, narrowing and encloſing ut for earthly ſervice; 
and this not only 1n men of Earth, who have their por- 
troy in thu life, but alſo in thoſe that are by the Blzod 
of Chrift delivered from the groſs pollutions of this pre- 
ſent evil World, through luſt ; but yet much concerned 
n the buſineſs, cares,and intricating-affairs of its ma- 
rn) thing:,which though lawful tn r 26. tobe dult-- 
gently proſecuted, yet as lying under the influence and 
advantages of the Prince of ut , having a notable tenden- 
cy to bring ſouls down from thur excellency, and to eat 


out 1ſenſibly the livelineſs and ſweetneſs of onr ſpirits, | 


longer and further thanthe Vittory that overcomes ut, 
18 the verine of the Croſs of Chriſt, by which we are 
crucified toit, and it to ws, be kept wp on freſh exerciſe, 
(3) Right waitixgs for, and waitings on the Spimit of 


Promiſe, whe ts of power to quicken dry boxes,raiſe dead | 
Witneſſes, and do great things tn aud for &5,which ſhak | 


not be reſiſted, nor need not be aſſiſted wth might and 
power ; thongh for a time the work, about it may bt 
made to ceaſe with force, and power, We ſhall ſay no more 
at preſent, but with the repreſentation of our oblieges 
reſpects to every one of you, as if known by Name, lea- 


Ping you in the bleſſed arms of our Beloved we remain 


22") of the Your Brethren, waiting for tic 
9 110.6 7, Conlolaton of 1ſ[rael. 


Pa 


(293) 


L0LSSSSECSISESEESSS 
$00022000002009003P00000000008 


POST- SCRIPT. 


E any inquire, what might occaſion ſo much ſeveri- 
ty, as to detain the Author fo many years, and 
until death, a Priſoner ? Ir may ſuffice to inſert here 
for the Readers ſatisfaction, That 1n the tare of his 
caſe, left under his hand, ferting forth the illegalit 
and unrighteoulncſs of proceedings againſt him, He 
concludes it thus z 
If it ſhould be ſuggeſted, Perhaps be tu a Reng- 
leader ; This true Character of the Perſon, may 
alleviate jealouſies of that kind. | 
He was born at Plymouth, of mean yet honeſt Pa. 
rentage, 15 not by Kindred or any Alliance related 
to any Perſon or Family of any Note at all, was not 
bred upto Learning at any Univerſity, or ſent any 
where to Travel for Education, or Experience 5 bur 
contrariwiſe, brought up and kept diligently by his 
Parents to Work, 1n the poor yet honeft Trade of a 
FULLER, ncverlived out of that Town a Month 
together all his life, except 1n a Journey ſome Weeks 
on occation, avour f1ztcen years ſince, to' Loxdoy ; 
behdes what he under-went by conttraint in Priſon. 
Never in the tormer Wars was enliſted in any Troop 
or Company under Pay, and 1n the Tina. 
of the Town where he ſcrved, never was accounted 
worthy of Promotion to fo much as a Corporal, nor 
in the Corporation, whereot he was a Member, ever 
adyanccd ſo high as a Conſtable, never bettered his 
F.4 Eſtate 
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nor is conſcious to himſelf of the leaſt defire of adding 
to what he hath, by any preſent or future advantages 
that any favourable overtures of the times may tempt 
him with 3 never was advanced to, or improved in 
any Place or Office of Truſt or Profic, Civil, Mili- 
tary,or Eccleſtaſtical 3 fave only for ſome few weeks, 
Oe to him, and againſt his will, he was Mu- 
Rered a Chaplain to the Forr, bur quickly got him- 
ſelf diſcharged of that again. Never was concern- 
ed in, nor truly charged with any Plot, Mutiny, or 
Tumult, giving the leaft diſturbance or occaſion of 
Fear, or ſealouſic. 

This one thing then only can remain to give colour 
to ſuch proceedings, That about eightcen years fincc, 
he being convinced of his Duty to the Lord, by evi- 
dence of Scriptural Light, joyned himſelf in an holy 
Covenant, to walk in all the Ordinances of the Lord 
blameleſs, to the belt of his Light and Power, in fel- 
lowſhip wich a poor and deſpiſed People, 


